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WLS ‘Barn Dance’ Staged in Chicago 
Theatre for Broadcast at 50c Gate 


Chicago, March 21, 

Moving right into the theatre bus!l- 
mess, a local radio station, for the 
first time in the history of the ether, 
is taking over a legitimate theatre 
to continue one of its regular fea- 
tures. The Prairie-Farmer station, 
WLS, has signatured an agreement 
for the Eighth St. theatre here in 
which to hold its regular Caturday 
night feature, known as the WLS 
3arn Dance. 

Dance, as held, is strictly for the 
midwest farmers who drive in for 
miles to take a peek at the fiddle- 
scraping, harmonica-wheezing and 
the general barn shindig which this 
station has been putting on the air 
weekly for years. In the past the 
station has squeezed the visitors 
into a small observation room of 
its own studio, but of late the space 
has become too small, as it holds 
only about 200. 

Theatre, however, seats 1,185, and 
this large seating capacity is being 
plugged to the farmers who for- 
merly hesitated to ride to town for 
fear of not being able to gain ad- 
mittance. Show will be broadcast 
from the stage, tuough no glass par- 
tition will be erected to keep the 
audience noises from wafting over 


(Continued on page 63) 


Tonsils vil Immortal 
Souls Teamed in New 
Type Medicine Show 





Los Angeles, March 21, 

New kind of medicine show on 
its final week at Indio 130 miles 
south of the desert in this state 
with a population of 2,000. Itisa 
double nightly lecture. One is by 
an evangelist and other billed as 
by a physician. 

Separate billing for each night 
and each lecture. For one night 
announcements read: 

Hear Evangelist C. S. Prout 

‘President of Southeastern Cali- 
fornia conference. He will speak 
on ‘God's last warning message to 
this world’.’ 

And on same evening medicine 
portion is by Dr. Arthur George of 
Lomalina Medical Staff on ‘Tonsils 
and Adenoids.’ 

For last night (Sunday) ‘The 
seven horrible plagues’ were de- 
scribed with two missing. They are 
‘to smite the people of the world 


just before the end’ and as listed 
by the Loma medical bunch they 
are: 

‘An epidemic of boils without 
remedy. 

‘Poisoned water as the blood of 
a dead man with nothing else to 
drink. 

‘Great heat wave killing thou- 
sands. 

‘Destructive hail stones each 
Weighing 50 pounds, 

‘Earthquake that will destroy 


everything on earth, etc.,etc.’ 








Where Dimes Go 





Rochester, March 21. 

Taxicab rates are lower than 
trolley cars for parties, 

Tramps beg dimes for a ride 
to Home for Homesless Men, 
then chip in and hire a taxi. 
Home is mile and a half from 
downtown, and few walk, 


B. 0. THEFTS UP 
AS CIRCUITS 
CUT WAGES 


Serious leakage in theatre box- 
offices has developed all over the 
country. In recent weeks at least 
four of the major theatre circuits 
have lost imposing amounts through 
runouts by underpaid treasurers 
who took samples. 

The generally presumed reason is 


the $16 and $22.50 salaries box- 
office employees are receiving. These 
boys handle from $10,000 to $15,000, 
and more, weekly for the circuits 
in the better grade houses. Prior 
to the salary cuts, there wern’t so 
many shortages. 

RKO is reported the heaviest 
loser lately. In New York alone 
within the last two weeks this 
chain experienced two such losses. 
One treasurer got away with $4,000 
last week. 

On a somewhat similar tangent, 
one of the major eastern railroads 
is known to be announcing privately 
to employees instances of short 
counts. However, in this case road 
officials blame the customers in- 
stead of employees. The road esti- 
mates that the public is gypping it 
out of at least $30,000 a year and 
has deubled its number of spotters 
and checkers on trains. 


83c Scale for Legit 
In Ohio Stock Fight 


Akron, March 21. 

Legit stock at 83c. top will be one 
result of a dramatic stock battle 
that looms here. One of the two 
opposing troupes, under a $1 top, 
wili offer seats for 12 performances 
at $10, which brings the tap down 
to the 83c average. Mat scale is 50 
and 35. 

The two companies are the Akron 
Civic Playhouse Association, a co-|} 
operative organization at the Grand, | 
and the Colonial outfit. The Grand! 
has been in stock burlesque for tle 
past two years. 

The Colonial 
stock policy despite 
from the Association. 

















its 


won't | 
challenge | 
' 


the 


change 





LEGITS TURN UP 
AFTER TAX DATE 


Confirm Trade View That 
Low Point Has’ Been 
Passed — Hope for Holy 
Week Strength, Too 








7 NEW SHOWS DUE 





For the first time in five weeks 
or approximately the start of Lent, 
business was distinctly better on 
Broadway last week. That further 
strengthened indications around 
March 1 that the low level for legit 
had been reached. Last week’s up- 
ward trend came with the passing 
of the income tax date (15), prov- 
ing that as an important factor 
again. 

Show business faces Holy Week 
which started Monday, but 
legits are not expectant of a sharp 
drop, because many shows are pro- 


(Continued on page 51) 


ALL THEATRES 
MAY CLOSE 
IN PARIS 


Paris, March 21. 

This city, generally ascribed as 
the center of revelry and amuse- 
ment for the world, may suddenly 
find itself devoid of both legit and 
film theatres. Move is being sec- 
retly prepared in an attempt to 
fight amusement taxes. 

Financial plight of the Paris 
Opera brought the situation home 


(Continued on page 46) 











NITER IN CUT-RATES 


Show 





Cabaret with Floor 
Goes Leblang 


Hotel 





Cut-rate tickets for a cabaret 
which serves dinner and has a floor 
show is another idea on Broad- 
way. This draw them in hunch was 
applied to the grill in a hotel, with 


satisfactory results to the agency 
selling the bargain night place 


ducats, 

First night Leblang’s agency of- 
fered $2 tickets for $1.25, 13 were 
sold. Following night 60 tickets 
went at cut-rates. Place has a $2 
minimum per person arrangement. 

Tickets go for full value in the 
whether at opening time or 
after theatre. Understood the 
agency gets 25c on each ticket sold, 
leaving the cabaret $1. 

Cover charge places have virtu- 
disappeared from Broadway, 
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B WAY SPURTS DESPITE LENT 


Highbrow Hoboes 


Scare Trainmen, 





Gown a Broadcast 





One of the girls who warbles 
on a big radio hour once 
weekly gets a new evening 
gown for each broadcast. It’s 
in her contract. 

When signing the _ singer 
said that as there are audi- 
ences during her mike appear- 
ances, she had to look her 
best. 











PUBLIC FED UP 
ON FIRST NITE 
GAWKING 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Opening of ‘Wet Parade’ at Grau- 
man’s Chinese last Thursday night 
(17) saw the slimmest crowd of side- 
walk fans seen at any $5 premiere 
here in years. Formerly, Grauman 
openings necessitated the issuing of 
police passes in order to get any- 
where near the theatre. Latest 
opening had plenty of elbow room 
for every one. 

Drop in curiosity seekers has been 
noticed at other openings, but it 
was figured that the usual Grau- 
man bally would attract the usual 
mob who never miss a chance to 
lamp the stars. 

Cops detailed to these openings 
claim that regular faces seen at all 
big premieres are no longer present, 
indicating that the oldtimers are fed 
up with seeing their favs in person. 
Fall in tourist visitors this winter 
is also noticed by the police, who 
find that the gross on questions 
asked by strangers is ’way off. 

Estimated that the crowd that 
witnessed the entrance o” the stars 
for ‘Wet Parade’ was under 2,500. 
In recent years an average side- 
walk crowd at a premiere was 6,000 
with the biggest recorded, ‘Hell's 
Angels,’ close to 50,000. 








German Vaudfilm Policy 
In Former Legit House 


Vaudfilm in German, and on a 
grind policy, goes into the Presi- 
dent theatre, New York, March 31. 
Theatre will be rechristened the 
Hindenburg with the first film to be 
‘Mein Leopold’ (Capital). Three 
acts doing three a day is the vaude 
schedule, with possible augmenting 
of the stage policy if it clicks. The 
President is a former 48th street 
leg.t spot. 

Sam Harris theatre, on west 42d 
street, also goes foreign this week. 
An Italian picture, ‘Ria Rosa’ 
(Napoli), opens there Sunday (27). 





Harris, too, formerly played legit. 


with Gang Tactics 
Cops Into Docility 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Hoboes, once legitimate prey for 
freight train crews and small-town 
cops, have turned the tide in their 
favor and are now living in such 
luxury as those same trains afford 
and in the vicinity of the same cop- 
pers. 

There’s no change in the opinion 
held by train crews and cops of 
hoboes. They're still bums, but 
they’ve toughened up and thrown a 
scare into their former natural 
enemies. 


Freight trains come out of the 
desert heat into Califronia with 50 
to 75 hoboes as passengers. Not 
long ago train crews and railroad 
gendarmes would have red-lighted 
the whole gang before they got near 
L. A. Today, the derelicts ride into 
the city limits, where they hunt 
any one of the number of jungles 
dotted around the outlying dis- 
tricts. 





Tough Mugg 


Hard-boiled trainmen say the new 
bum is a tough mug. If he’s let 
alone he rides in peace. It not, he 
and his pals gang up on the crew 
and it’s a riot. Too many train 
crews have taken the short end of 
battles with the tramps so they 
let them alone. Further, lots of new 
bums are victims of current condi- 
tions and trainmen are willing to 
give them a break. 

No bum will admit he’s a bum 


(Continued or page 46) 


1,000 of Reno’s 18,000 


Summer Residents on 


Gaming House Payrolls 


Reno, March 21, 

That it takes a lot of coin to keep 

Reno’s gambling houses, liquor em- 
poriums and night clubs operating 
is the opinion of local figure ex- 
perts, who have doped out that the 
payroll for gay-time joints tips 
$18,000 daily for six months of the 
year and $9,000 daily during the 
other six months making nearly $5,- 
000,000 a year, 
Juggling the figures around, it is 
estimated that bartenders who 
swing towels and toss botiles in 
barred door spots draw down $4,500 
daily. There are about 300 of them 
and they receive from $10 to $15 
per shift. 

Dealers during good times get $15 
a shift, but right now are satisfied 
with $10 and $12.50, while shills who 
hang around the gambling games 
playing the house’s money receive 
$4 and $5 a day. Bouncers, man- 
agers, floormen receive up to $20 per 
shift. Entertainers get various 
kinds of pay, but around $1,900 
daily goes to this group. 

During the summer period around 
1,000 of Reno’s 18,090 residents 
|gather their daily pay from the 
| gambling houses, and it is a sizeable 
lsum. 
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Shoot Your Story as Characters 


See It, Is the Milestone Theory 


oo _—_—__—_— 


By CECELIA AGER 


‘The majority of pictures fail to 
entertain because they’re slow. 
They lag, they ramble, they have 


no punch build-ups—in other words, 
they tell their stories by narration 
instead of by dramatization. Talk- 
ing pictures belong to the dramatic 
art; they require the climactic, dra- 
matic treatment of stage plays. 
The trouble with pictures, seems to 
me, is their narrative form.’ 

Lewis Milestone, production head 
of the new Art-Cinema subsidiary 
of United Artists, sulstantiates his 
belief in the dramatic technique for 
pictures by the announcement that 
of four stories set for production 
by his company, three are stage 
plays. Pictures need, in order to 
hold audience attention, the 
major and the two climaxes 
inherent in the dramatic form. Just 
a story is not enough, he believes. 
It*s got to have the three divisions 
of a play, with a play's three bids 
for excitement. 


one 


minol 


When successful stage plays are 
made into pictures, Mr. Milestone 
points out, they are usually ‘robbed 
of the very qualities that created 
their success on the stage. They 
are stretched out, diluted, filied 
with extraneous details as unneces- 
sary as they are debilitating. The 
dramatist has worked for months to 
eliminate from his play just what 
the picture puts in. 

Don’t Add Scenes 

The ordinary picture script of a 
stage play only destroys its orig- 
inal tight, concentrated dramatic 
value. It becomes slowed down, at- 
tentuated—watered with explana- 
tory additions that take away its 
sock, its deliberate economy of 
method employed by the _ play- 
wright to achieve subtlety and sug- 
gestion. Don’t add scenes to a 
play, Mr. Milestone pleads. Make 
it mobile with the camera, change 
sets, follow the characters around 
with photography, but don’t change 


the original dramatic construction. 
It’s unnecessary to do _ so, it’s 


harmful and, it’s foolish, and now 
Mr. Milestone tells why. 

Any play can be translated intact 
to the screen without losing drama- 
tization and yet look like a moving 
pic.ure, he’s discovered to his own 
satisfaction. Forget what the stage 
must remember—that it must tell 
its story to the audience out front. 
Instead, tell the story from the 
characters’ angle. It’s simple. 
Don’t photograph the picture as the 
play audience had to see-it, on one 
plane, from one angle, but as the 
characters in the play see it, from 
every angle. Immediately it moves. 
Disregarding the audience alone 
makes a play look like a moving 
picture, Mr. Milestone holds. 

‘Front Page’ 

When he took on the assignment 
to make ‘Front Page,’ Milestone 
was faced with the problem of 
transferring what he considered an 
actionless play to the screen, and 
the screen is a medium that has to 


kave action, movement, flow. So 
he developed his theory, that of 
photographing the story as the 


characters saw it instead of as the 
audience of the play saw it, and 
the result was a picture said by 
many to have speed, pace, and ex- 
citement beyond that of the original. 

The play was direction and dia- 
log. the picture was identical with 
th2 play in situations and scenes. 
yet the picture added movement to 
cirection and dialog. That move- 
ment came only from showing on 
the screen how the characters saw 
the story developing. 

The great advantage the screen 
has cver stage technique is pictures’ 
ability to spot its audience any- 
where, behind key-holes, through a 
crack in the floor, outside a window. 
Take advantage of that fact when 
making a picture, Milestone says, 
aud you've got a picture, not just 
a stage play that’s been photo- 
graphed. 

As for technique in direction, Mr. 








4 
Coincidence 


Hollywood, March 21. 

When Roesner, on a 
writing-acting contract at War- 
ners, turned in his adaptation 
of ‘Dr. X’ it was discovered 
that Roesnercould play practi- 
eally every character in the 
story. 

He’s been cast as one of the 
leads. 


Holding Back Poll 
On Films to Plant 
Opinions of Names 


George 











Some 20,000,000 votes are expect- 


ed to be polled from theatres in 
the Hays campaign to find out 
what's right and wrong with films 


in the mind of the American pub- 
lic. The theatre campaign, how- 
ever, will not be attempted until 
sufficient names in the country 
have gone on record in statements 
which are being offered as a service 
to daily newspapers and maga- 
zines. 


To date the Hays group has 
rounded up opinions from’ 6,000 
prominent people. Doctors, poets, 


professors and artists are on record 
in this first batch. 


Think Col. Will Shortly 
Sign Talent Agreement 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Signature by Radio Pictures has 
been placed to the film producers’ 
mutual agreement recently made in 
writing to safeguard talent by 
notice, ete. Only other hold out of 
Hays office membership locally re- 
mains Columbia, which has not as 
yet signed, It is believed Columbia 
will shortly add its name, giving 
Hays producers complete represen- 
tation. 

It is first time organized picture 
makers have ever placed their 
names to contract virtually amount- 
ing to an agreement on waiver of 
talent between them. Objective of 
agreement is to prohibit involved 
companies from  taient stealing. 
Radio Pictures is said to have de- 
layed signing on advice of counsel, 
while Columbia is stalling mainly 
because it operates on en inde- 
pendent basis and doesn’t want too 
much restriction on its operations. 








Kent-Hayes’ Shorts 


Larry Kent, who headed Para- 
mount’s shorts, leaves that firm this 
week to independently produce 
shorts in the east. Associated with 
him will be Max Hayes, who 4di- 
rected dialog for Par’s shorts last 
season. 

Kent proposes to start producing 
early in April. Program and studio 
yet to be set. 





State Sues Mrs. Reid 
Los Angeles, March 21. 
Mrs. Wallace Reid is sued for 
$5,505 by the state bank superin- 
tendent on a note given the Bank 
of Hollywood in October, 1930. 
Note was issued by Mrs. Wallace 
Reid Productions, personally guar- 
anteed by Mrs. Reid. 





Roulien in ‘After Rain’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Raul Roulien, Fox's Argentine 
actor, goes into ‘After the Rain’ 





with Peggy Shannon. 

‘After’ is adapted from a play 
by Aubrey C. Kennedy, promoter 
and picture producer. 





Milestone follows no set style. ‘My 
approach, my style is governed by 
the story, not the story governed 
by wy style.” The story is the im- 
portant thing, he believes, and the 
director has no business intruding. 
‘Watch the characters. They’re tell- 
ing the story, not me.’ 








THE ONLY WAY TO HAVE 
A FRIEND IS TO BE ONE. 











MR. AND MRS. JACK NORKRWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 








Shiela Terry, the 2d 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Kay Clark, one of the several 
ingenues newly arrived on the 
Warner lot, has been renamed 
Shiela Terry. 

It’s the same name as that of the 
Engiish vaude actress. 




















WILL MAHONEY 


In “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 
The New York “Journal” said, 
“The really amusing spots of hu- 
mor in ‘Vanities’ are occupied by 
Will Mahoney and his hilarious 
Mahoneyphone and Mitchell and 
Durant.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 





WB ANGLES FORK VALLEE 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Battle over the right to the title 
of ‘Crooner’ is expected to be 
fought out between Warners and 
Paramount. 

Par. purchased ‘Wild Waves,’ ra- 
dio play, and redubbed it ‘The 
Crooners.’ Warners bought‘ Croon- 
er,” an original novel by Rian 
James, of the Brooklyn ‘Eagle,’ be- 
fore it was completed and is rush- 
ing James to finish his script so 
that it can be put into production 
pronto. 

After he finishes the rough draft, 
James will smooth out his story for 
novelization. 


Warners is said to be ogling 
Rudy Vallee for the title part in its 
air tale, while Par. is supposed to 
have Bing Crosby intent for its 
ether feature. 





Career of a Script 





Hollywood, March 21. 
‘Mysteries of the French Police,’ 
which Radio originally planned to 
make as a serial and then shifted 
to a series of shorts, will be worked 
over into a feature. It will be per- 
mitted to go above the budget as 
the studio sees chances of a good 
special in the script. 

Pandro Berman will supervise. 





Cowan Moving In 


Though not set yet it is under- 
stood Jimmy Cowan, manager of 
Paramount’s Astoria studio, will 
move over to the }“ew York home 
office in some capacity on the pic- 
ture end. 

The Long Island plant went dark 
last week when all production 
stopped. Cowan will remain across 
the bridge for about three more 
weeks to straighten out the studio’s 
holdover business affairs. 





Out and Back 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Richard Schayer, off the Univer- 
sal payroll as scenario editor March 
15, goes there today (21), in the 
same capacity on a 12 months’ con- 
tract. 

Studio requested Schayer to re- 
new at his current salary but he 
held out for the raise called for in 
his option. When this was refused 
he faded. Understood now that a 
compromise has been effected. 





AMATEUR’S WB BID 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Warner is dickering with Harriet 
Huntington, daughter of the late 
western railroad magnate for the 
footage she made of her recent trip 


to China, Japan, Manchuria and 
India. 
Film is being edited by Miss 


Huntington. Warners wants.¥it for 
novelty single reelers. 





Bogart Rogers at M-G 
Hollywood, March 21, 
Bogart Rogers, brother of Adela 
Rogers St. John, has been added to 
the Metro writing staff. 
Rogers has been contributing to 
magazines. 





Talbot at WB 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Lysle Talbot has been given a 
Warner contract and goes into 
‘New York Town.’ 











Air for Hair 


Hollywood, March 21. 

New reason for picture talent 
going into radio work is in- 
dicated by a film juvenile. 

Juve explains that his hair 
had been getting too thin for 
film roles, so he’s in radio un- 
til and if it grows back. 











Milestone Tries Luck 
On ‘Scarface’ as Film 
Dates No-Censor Spots 





Hollywood, March 21. 


In a further attempt to have a 
compromise print of ‘Scarface’ 
okayed by the New York censor 
board, Caddo has enlisted Lewis 
Milestone to cut the picture. Mile- 
stone is now in New York trying 
to shear the scenes so the final 
print will be satisfactory to both 


the censors and Howard Hughes. 

Uncensored print, shown to the 
press here, is ready for distribu- 
tion. United Artists’ Los Angeles 
exchange has around 50 bookings 
in this territory to date. ‘Scar- 
face’ was to premiere locally at the 
United Artists, but the theatre 
closes indefinitely tomorrow (22) 
on orders of H. B. Franklin. 
Picture will probably show locally 
at the Paramount. 


Hollywood Laughs Off 
Chi Fair’s Replica Idea 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Coy suggestion of the Chicago 
World’s Fair promoters that Holly- 
wood film producers build a replica 
of Hollywood at the 1933 exposition, 
which picture men figure would 
cost at least $1,000,000, has been 
received here as material for laugh- 
ing purposes only. 

However, it is possible that the 
colony will be represented with per- 
sonal appearances of stars or the 
sending of a crew to make pictures, 
but nothing on a big scale. 


Holding ‘Huddle’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Possibility that Metro’s ‘Huddle,’ 
the Ramon Navarro football picture 
now in production, will not be re- 
leased until the fall. 
Studio is on the fence, with some 
of the execs both here and in the 
east feeling that immediate release 
of the picture would be bad show- 
manship. 


PAR’S PLAGIARISM SUIT 

Hollywood, March. 21. 
Harry and Margetta Cort have 
filed a plagiarism suit against Par- 
amount over Ruth Chatterton’s 
‘Once a Lady.’ Claim is that it’s a 
steal from ‘Black Butterfly’ which 
the Corts submitted to Paramount 
for Chatterton. 


One Off, One On 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Ward Wing is off the Universal 
payroll. Went there from Metro to 
work out an original, ‘City Hall,’ 
which sce far has not jelled. 

Ralph Parker, former fan mag 
writer, and more recently on the 
Paramount scribbling staff, has 
been added to the U writing roster. 


SAILINGS 

















April 5 (London to New York), 
Helen Costello (Lafayette). 

March 31 (Paris to New York), 
Jack Connolly, William Ronnie, 


Moss Hart, Earl 
France). 

March 23 (London to New York), 
Cedric Belfrazge (Majestic). 

March 18 (London to New York) 
R. C. Sherriff, Murray Silverstone 
(Bremen). 

March 18 (New York to Berlin), 
Hudson Wonders (New York). 

March 18 (London to New York), 
Gilbert Miller (Bremen), 

March 18 ‘London to New York), 
Gilbert Miller (Bremen). 


Carroll (Tle de 


March 17 «New York to Ber- 
muda), Geo. K. Arthur (Monarch 
of Bermuda). 

March 16 (New York to Paris), 


Gerhart Hauptmann, Mr, and Mrs. 
Ernest Torrence, Wilheln. Meydam, 





Padraic Column (Europa), 


Rowdy Laughs for Men Shouldn't — 
Be in Club Plays, Say Nice Film Girls 





Hollywood, March 21. 

Aftermath of the last revel at the 
Dominos, femme film club, has the 
membership divided on the type of 
sketches which will be presented at 
the club in the future. Biggest yell 
from members came over presenta- 
tion of ‘Lizzie Strutter,’ burlesque 
on ‘Lysistrata.’ 

Name members of the club claim 
that that sort of stuff should be 
taboo from now on, with the 
sketches presented appealing to the 
finer senses instead of belly laughs, 
Members who don’t carry heavy 
picture names are holding out for 
the risque stuff. 

Biggest disappointment to the 
ritzy club members came during the 
performance when male guests let 
loose a flock of ungentlemanly 
guffaws and gathered together dur- 


ing the intermission for more 
laughs. Girls figured that such be- 


havior was okay for the Masquers 
but n.g. for the Dominos. 

Matter of cleaning up the club’s 
open nights will be put before the 
members for a vote at the next gen- 
eral meeting. 

If the risque gets the okay, a 
number of the name players who 
appear in the sketches say they 
will retire from the club’s stage. 


FOUR HUGHES FILMS 
IN HOCK TO TOOL CO. 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Four Caddo pictures, ‘Scarface,’ 
‘Hell’s Angels,’ ‘Front Page’ and 
‘Age for Love’ are now legally in 
hock for $300,000. 

A document passing title to the 
Hughes Tool Co., Texas oil ma- 
chinery concern founded by the 
father of Howard Hughes, has been 
officially recorded as securing @ 
note made out in January and paye 
able Oct. 1. 


Radio Drops ‘Free Lady’ 
As Connie Bennett’s Next 


Hollywood, March 21. 

‘Free Lady’ has been scrapped by 
Radio as Constance Bennett’s next 
picture. Production will be delayed 
while Adella Rogers St. John and 
Edith Fitzgerald rush through an 
original. Means a holdup of several 
weeks. 

‘Free Lady,’ a novel, was authored 
by Cecil Strange (pen name for Sam 
Ornitz) and Lester Cohen. Between 
covers it had many Hays code vioe 
lations. 











Dix’s Quick 3 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Richard Dix, just back from his 
New York vacation, has been given 
a contract by Radio for three fea- 
tures to be completed within the 
next 15 months. 

Dix returned Thursday (17), in 
order to go into the first of these, 
‘Roar of the Dragon.’ 





HARDING IN ‘WOMAN’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Next for Ann Harding at Radio, 
following the current ‘Westward 
Passage,’ will be an old Eugene 
Walter play, ‘Just a Woman.’ 

Gregory LaCava, arriving here 
Wednesday (16) from New York, 
will direct. Humphrey Pearson will 
adapt with production supervision 
by William LeBaron. 





‘Mud Lark’—Stanwyck 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Barbara Stanwyck goes to Ware 
ners for her next picture which will 
be ‘Mud Lark.’ It’s from the Sate 
evepost story by Arthur Springer. 
Actress arrives on the lot April 1 


to prep for the film which starts 
April 10. 
After that Miss Stanwyck goes 


to Columbia for ‘Brief Moment.’ 





Mary Pickford Drops Play 
Hollywood, March 21, 

Mary Pickford’s deal to buy a 
current Broadway play, and the au- 
thor with it, for a coming picture 
is cooling. Miss Pickford and the 
playwright couldn't get together on 
money, 


Actress’ first this year will be 





Frances Marion’s original, 
tively titled ‘Happy Ending.’ 
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One Hour with You-Lucky Strike 
Tie-Up for Mutual Air Publicity 








Paramount and American To- 
bacco have completed arrangements 
whereby the entire Lucky Strike 
NBC broadcast on April 2 will be 
devoted to scenes from Par’s ‘One 
Hour With You.’ Idea for the tie- 
up originated with Famous Music, 
Par subsid, which promoted it 
through the film company. 

Broadcast will mark the first time 
that an entire film story, as pro- 
duced, has been reproduced via the 


ether. Feature players in the pic- 
ture, Maurice Chevalier, Jeanette 
MacDonald, Genevieve Tobin, 


Charles Ruggles and Roland Young, 
will all be on the period and will 
re-stage their ‘One Hour With You,’ 
dialog in its original form for ether 
consumption. 

Ernest Lubitsch, director of the 
picture, will also be on the broad- 
cast as a speaker. 

Orchestra to be used with the 
film-radio period is Jimmy Greer’s, 
playing from the Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles. Music from the pic- 
ture will be featured. 

Entire broadcast, with the excep- 
tion of Walter Winchell, who will 
m. c. from the east as usual, will 
originate from the coast. Lubitsch 
is expected to leave for the west 
this week. If it should so happen 
that the director is still in New 
York by April 2, he will be placed 
on the hour from this end. 

Understood that none of the film 
names used on this period will re- 
ceive any monetary compensation 
from American Tobacco. It’s a 
two-way exploitation tie-up for the 
radio advertiser and for the film, 
which opens in New York this week. 








INDIAN AUTHOR’S SUICIDE 


Long Lance Ends Life at 36—Was 
Also Actor and Army Captain 








Los Angeles, March 21. 

Chief Buffalo Child Long Lance, 
86, Indian writer, actor and lec- 
turer, committed suicide Sunday 
(20) at the home of white friends 
here. Body was removed to the 
Arcadia Funeral Home. 

Long Lance starred in ‘The Silent 
Enemy’ made in Arctic regions three 
years ago by wealthy Burden fam- 
ily and released by Paramount. 
He attended Manlius, Carlisle 
and West Point and was a cCap- 
tain in the Canadian army during 
the World War. He was a frequent 
eontributor to magazines and was 
also a former press representative 
for the Canadian Pacific Railroad. 





Columbia Expects to 


Reunite Holt-Graves 


Hollywood, March 21. 

anticipates making 
"War Correspondent’ with Jack 
Holt and Ralph Graves, though 
Graves has not yet signed. 

In anticipation of the Holt- 
Graves reunion, Raymond Shrock 
is working on an original story 
which will feature the duo against 
a Chinese background. Graves was 
formerly at Columbia as an actor- 
writer. He left and joined Metro. 


Columbia 





Adoree Recovered 


Prescott, Ariz., March 21. 
Rene Adoree was discharged from 
the hospital as cured here Saturday 
(19). 
She will remain six to eight weeks 
before returning to Hollywood, 





BILLIE DOVE’S FREELANCING 
Hollywood, March 21, 

Billie Dove returns to Hollywood 
today (Monday) after being in 
Florida and New York. 

Miss Dove is under contract to 
Howard Hughes, but as he contem- 
Plates only one production for her 
this year she will freelance in the 
meantime. 


MARION’S BREAKDOWN 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Frances Marion, scenarist, is in 
the good Samaritan hospital suf- 
fering from a nervous breakdown. 





_ _ 


Inez Courtney Set 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Courtney, who came west 
about six weeks ago on spec, is set 
for ‘Manhattan Town’ at First Na- 

tion il, 
Miss Courtney made several pic- 
tures at that studio on former 


Hollywood sojourn. 


Tnez 


her 


Wet and Colder 





Hollywood, March 21, 

Following the ceremony at 
the Joan Bennett-Gene Markey 
wedding last week newspaper 
people, toasting the bride, com- 
mented on the vast difference 
in the cordiality displayed 
there in comparison to the 
Constance Bennett-Marquis de 
la Falaise nuptials. 

As they were talking, a pub- 
licity man heard the click of a 
camera. Rushing over to a 
cameraman, he pleaded: ‘You 
didn’t take a picture of Joan 
Sennett with a glass of wine 
in her hand, did you?’ 

‘Nope,’ said the cameraman, 
who had waited out in the cold 
at the previous marriage,’ ‘it 
was Constance.’ 

—(From Variety's 
Hollywood Bulletin.) 


1,163 EXTRAS WORKING 
DAILY, BEST IN MONTHS 














Hollywood, March 21. 

Extra jobs skyrocketed to an 
average of 1,163 daily last week. 
Best push the mob’s had in two 
years with exception of the first 
week of September which had a 
1,500 average. 

Ten new features were started 
last week and seven went into the 


can, leaving 34 active ones continu- 
ing today (21) and nine possible 
starters in sight. 

Biggest single day for extras in 
six months was last Monday, when 
1,670 worked. Outstanding set that 
day was a prizefight crowd of 461 
used by Roy Del Ruth at Warners 
for ‘Winner Take All.’ 


P. A.’s Kiss Indian Chief 
Who Says Dix Not Wed 


Hollywood, March 21, 

Chief Bellmard, of the Kaw In- 
dian tribe, no like the marriage 
that turned Winifred Coe into Mrs. 
Richard Dix. It’s not legal, ac- 
cording to the Indian tribe, of 
which Dix is an associate member, 
so the chief commanded another 
ceremony be performed. 

Its sweet music to the press de- 
partment’s ears and the marriage 
will be done again, with feathers 
and full publicity photography. 
Dix was made a tribe member after 
‘Cimarron.’ Its the same mob that 
claims Vice-President Curtis. 








Betty’s Small Part 


; Hollywood, March 21. 
Evelyn Brent goes to Columbia 
for a secondary part in ‘Criminal 
Court,’ the studio where until re 
cently she was under a starring con- 
tract. 

Importance of the part, despite its 
brevity, appealed to her. 





Deceased Stars 


Hollywood, March 21, 
Newest one reeler being as- 
sembled by ‘Screen Snapshots’ is a 
series of clips from Ralph Staub’s 
library of stars who have died. 
Shows 24 deceased film lumin- 
aries. 


Mrs. Reid Stars Son 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Mrs. Wallace Reid is preparing to 
produce and direct a picture star- 
ring Wallace Reid, Jr. 
Finances are set. 





GRIBBLE-FAGAN AT PAR 


Harry Wagstaff Gribble and 
James Bernard Fagan, both play- 
wrights, have Paramount contracts. 
Former’s agreement is for a year, 
Fagan’s six months. 

Gribble, who co-authored .and 
staged ‘Trick for Trick,’ current 
Broadway legit, will write and di- 
rect. Fagan is to write only. 


—— 


Wampas Sues Caesar 
Hollywood, March 21, 
Wampas p. a, association is start- 
ing litigation against Arthur Caesar. 
Will try to collect $90 claimed due 
the p. a.’s organization for tic} 
for its last year’s pan roast 





ets 





LUBITSCH REJOINS PAR 


New 1-Yr. Contract Is on Basis of 3 
Pictures 

Ernst Lubitsch has a new con- 
tract with Par, following flirtations 
with United Artists 
He leaves for the Coast by the end 
of the current week. 

Director’s new agreement is for 
one year with options and calls for 
ja stipulated amount per picture on 
a basis of three productions for the 
year. Contract does not carry a 
boost for Lubitsch, it is said, 

First story to be done after reach- 
ing the Coast, this not as yet 
lected, will be a comedy-drama. 


MORE CRANK 
STAR THREATS 


Hollywood, March 
Picture players and exec 
|}are receiving a flock of threatening 
|letters from weak-minded persons 
driven to financial desperation 
Writers are demanding financial 
help which if not forthcoming, they 
say, will bring dire results to the 
picture names. 

Postal inspectors say most of the 
letter senders are nuts who believe 
that everyone in pictures is living 
in luxury and are legitimate prey 
for petty extortionists. 

No one expects anything to come 
of the threats, but they are prov- 
ing an annoyance to the picture 
people, 


Columbia’s Offer to 
Buzzell Remains Open 








se- 








91 
names 











Hollywood, March 21. 

It’s uncertain if the estrangement 
of Eddie Buzzell from Columbia 
Pictures is certain, They are at 
least temporarily separated owing 
to Buzzell’s dissatisfaction. 

As a novice film director, Harry 
Cohn, for Columbia, submitted to 
Buzzell an offer of $32,000 for 40 
weeks of the next 52 as a Columbia 
picture director. Buzzell rejected it. 

Buzzell’s first full-length feature 
picture, directed by him for Colum- 
bia, ,is ‘Big Time.’ It is receiving 
fair reports. 

Buzzell’s friends think Eddie may 
reconsider his decision to walk on 
Columbia in view of the Cohn offer, 
but it is said Buzzell believes he 
will be selected as co-director on 
the Eddie Cantor picture for Gold- 
wyn, 





3 Shows, Film Contract 
On 1st Month in N. Y. 


Within the four weeks she has 
been in New York, for the first 
time, Marion Burns has had three 
legit engagements and closed a film 
contract with Fox Thursday (17). 
Actress is currently in ‘Intimate 
Relations,’ play opening on Broad- 
way week of March 28. 

First week Miss Burns came to 
New York she went into stock at 
the Riviera, followed by ‘They 
Didn’t Mean Any Harm,’ Milne play 
that closed quickly. Miss Burns 
is from stock, 





and Columbia. | 





Pictures Venture into New 
Fields for Cycles; Satires 
On Politics and Radio Hot 





Grabbing Chance 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Paramount had 


swank residence 


engaged a 
for exterior 
shots. 

During production 
of the home halted the 
filming to notify the director 
that she had rented her place 
for photographic purposes but 


the mis- 


tress 


this did not include bathing 
privileges, and would the di- 
rector kindly come _ upstairs 
and remove one of the extras 


from the bath tub, 














Beating Legit’s Back 
Seats by Using Film 
Name Reservations 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Favorite gag to obtain 
seats from the local 
make reservations in 
some picture star, 

Even when the dodge is 
pected, treasurers are inclined to 
dig up front central spots and take 
no chances. Patronage of names 
increases the mouth-to-ear public- 
ity. Even if the same name is used 
twice for the same show, there's no 
way of telling in advance which is 
the phoney. 

However, some bird who used the 
name of Ruth Chatterton to reserve 
four at the Hollywood Playhouse 
last week was out of luck. Mr. and 
Mrs. falph Forbes are chummy 
with the Hortcn brothers and had 
already arranged a party of 10 for 
the show. The phoney quartet sat 
in the 19th row. 


choice 
b.o.’s is to 
the name of 


sus- 





DeSylva Wants Winchell 


For ‘Beau Peep’ Feature 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Walter Winchell is being beck- 
oned Hollywoodward by Buddy De- 
Sylva, who wants the transom 
Pepys for the lead in ‘Beau Peep.’ 
This is an original DeSylva is writ- 
ing with Ramon Romero. Story 
sympatheically stars a keyhole 
commentator. 

Original intention to produce the 
story independently with Monta 
Bell is out, as Bell is to direct John 
Gilbert at Metro. Authors now ex- 
pect to peddle their satire to one 
of the majors. 





COWARD EAST 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Noel Coward will go east this 
week after a visit here with friends. 
He spent part of his time dodging 
studio offers, as he was not looking 
for a connection. 

Contrary to common report he 
did no writing for Fox while here, 
though he did have several consul- 
tations with that studio on ‘Caval- 
cade’ and ‘Bitter Sweet,’ the picture 
rights to which are owned by Fox. 








TOO CLOSE 


Plane Just Misses Crash—Harry 
Cohn, Alice Glazer Aboard 








Los Angeles, March 21, 
This morning (Monday) the nine 
a. m. tri-motored plane had hardly 
lifted from the Palm Springs air- 
port before two of its engines went 
dead. The remaining engine died 
as the plane touched the ground. 
Harry Cohn and Alice Glazer 
were the only show people among 
the passengers. They proceeded to 
Holiywood by car. 
his followed the fatal 
Saturday night (19) of the Ameri- 
can airways plane on the Phoenix to 
Los Angeles route 
| fog near Redlands. Five passengers 
land two pilots were killed 


erash 





It crashed in| 





Matter of Story O.K. by Ethel, 
John and Lionel Too Much for Radio 


+. 


Hollywood, March 21. 
In lining up all the 
Ethel, 


picture, 


jarrymores— 
Lionel and John—to make a 
Radio the 
situation of each family member re- 
serving the right to personally pass 
vn the story to be selected. As no 
one yarn to suit the playing require- 
ments of all three probably 
ever been written, there will be no 
collective Barrymore picture 
by this company. 

Matter of story satisfaction to the 


bumped into 


has 


made 


+ 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Several untried cycles are inter- 
esting producers. Pictures with 


what might be called original ideas 
shortly be 
New 
attorney, radio columnist and top- 
Oriental 
although 


will for exhibit- 


the 


ready 


ing. trends are political, 


ical stories. background 


plots, not new, are also 
getting a heavy play. 

Political trend is absolutely new, 
producers having avoided this sub- 
ject as worthless for picture pure 


poses. Purchase of 


‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Rounu,’ even if just for 
the title, by Columbia, made other 
film makers realize there was much 
interest in politics for possible 
translation at the boxoffice. 
Danger of stepping on politicians’ 
toes always caused shying at poli- 
tics as a film theme. Now, appar- 
ently, studios are preparing to treat 
people’s representatives none 
too gently, taking the usual critical, 
satirical angle on things political. 
Other studios are taking advan- 
tage of the fact that this is a 
presidential election year. Radio 
will film ‘Hell Bent for Election,’ a 
comedy. Warners has ‘Dark Horse,’ 


the 





presidential story with Courtenay 
Terrett, writer, in Washington 
gathering local color. 

Fox has ‘If I Were President,’ 
which Will Rogers is practically 
set to do. Par is fishing for a po- 
litical yarn, as is Metro. 

State’s Attorneys 
Legal yarns, mostly about state’s 


attorneys, will be another cycle, 
Warners has made ‘The Mouth- 
piece’ and kKadio has started 


‘State’s Attorney,’ by Gene Fowler, 
who wrote ‘The Great Mouthpiece.’ 
Columbia has a similar story which 
Irving Cummings will direct. 

Columnist material is on _ tap, 
too. Radio has . My Face Red?’ 
and Warners has bought ‘Blessed 
Event.” Columbi: has one being 
written by Sam Yuller. Metro and 
Universal have plot nuclei based on 
the daily by-line scribblers. 

Fox has ‘Trial of Vivian Ware,’ 
Warners ‘Crooners’ and Par ‘Wild 
Waves’ for radio station themes. 

All the above trends are in a 
sense topical. Metro’s ‘Wet Pa- 
rade,’ prohibition story, is an exe 
ample of a topical yarn, 

Orient Fades 

Oriental background thing isn’t 
quite as hot as ‘hree weeks ago, 
or since the Lindbergh baby forced 
the Chinese-Jazpanese fracas off the 
front page. Radio is going ahead 
with ‘Roar of the Dragon’ and Par 
will make ‘Come On Marines,’ al- 
though the story is now being 
plugged as a Marine yarn instead 
of a war story. 

Hotel and horror films still in 
evidence, and the mystery picture 
looks like its due for another swing 
around the circuit. 


| INDEX 
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Barrymores ecme up even befor: 
any financial arrangements were | 
broached. Hence, overtures never | 


actually reached a matter of terms, 


So Radio Studio heads have for- 

saken the scheme to make the ‘All 

Barrymore’ picture apparently 1 
mo much grief, 
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ERPI-RCA Recording Price Battle 


Kills Bootleg, 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Price cutting war between ERPI 


and RCA has Hollywood producers 


and independent recorders dizzy 
Major studios, not included in 
cut, are being held to the $500 per 
reel royalty. Independent recorders 


tine 


are consulting junk dealers getting 
offers for their equipment. 

In the case of RCA, the license 
for indie recording has been given 
exclusively to Phil Goldstone. With- 
out any equipment of his own, 
Goldstone will have to use the 


sound channels of Larry Darmour, 
Tiffany, Tec-Art and Educational. 
It is doubtful if those companies, 
which have to pay the high record- 
ing and royalty rate, will be in 
sympathy with the RCA-Goldstone 
plan. Already they are doing a bit 
of yelling. 
ERPI’s Channels 

ERPI is in a different position, 
having handed its reduction in price 
to Balsley & Phillips, indie Western 
Electric recorders who have eight 
sound channels of their own avail- 
able and do not have to go to out- 
side studios for additional equip- 
ment, 

Deal with Goldstone was made by 
RCA because the former has his 
hand in about 80% of the indie pro- 
ductions through financing. Sound 
company figured he could swing al! 
the pictures he is financing to its 
wire. Goldstone evidently figured 
likewise because he has guaranteed 
RCA $250,000 yearly for three years 
for the exclusive indie recording 
contract. 

New Finance Group 

Early this week word got around 
that a group of picture men had 
formed a financing company in con- 
junction with one of the labora- 
tories to go up against Goldstone. 
Understood the new financing com- 
pany favors ERPI recording and al- 
ready has options on financing sev- 
eral series of pictures which were 
to go to the Goldstone well. 

The half dozen indie recorders 
who were averaging about $1,000 
per picture recorded on their boot- 
leg equipment are now about ready 
to throw up the sponge. At the 
$1,000 figure their business is 
profitable, but with major sound re- 
duced to $2,400 per picture they 
realize that few, if any, indie pro- 
ducers will take a chance on boot- 
leg sound. 


Report P-P Asking 
Extensions on K-T 
and G-S Payments 


—————-» <n 





Paramount-Publix is reported 
having requested the Kunsky- 
Trendle interests in Detroit, and 


the Great States circuit for an ex- 
tension of stock repurchase pay- 
ments. In both cases the report is 
that Publix has asked to defer until 
September. 

Company's position is satisfac- 
tory but it wants to husband re- 
sources over the summer period, 

In the Kunsky-Trendle instance 
the first deal was at $80 a share to 
have originally been paid last Jan. 
1. This was later allocated at $125,- 
000 a week for 16 weeks to start 
in April. The new request is said 
to be that this obligation not be- 
come active until September. 

On the Great States end, that 
circuit was to have received around 


$2,600,000 payable at the rate of 
444% of the total every 306 days, 


also starting in April. 


RKO TRANSMITTING EXECS 

Hollywood, March 21, 
All Radio studio players and execs 
will go into a’two-reeler to be made 
for edification of the delegates to 
the RKO-Radio-Pathe convention. 
Will be held in Chicago in May. 
First time the yearly 
haven't been staged here. 


confabs 


More Todd-Pitts Shorts 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Thelma Todd and Zasu [Pitts 
have been given contracts for three 
shorts to be made on Hal Roach’s 
program for next year. Options 
for the additional three in the 


series of six annoyneed. 
Miss Todd will go to 
during the Roach shutdown to ap- 
pear in the Fou 
‘Horsefeathers.’ 


Paramount | 


Marx Brothers’ 


but Steams Majors 


Levy as Div. Mgr.? 


Chicago, March 21. 
Asher Levy may become a divi- 
sion manager for RKO. His reconi- 
mendation is said to have come up 
in the east. 
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PARAMOUNT ADDITIONS 


Levy and Asch, Writers—Former 
Maybe on Chevalier’s ‘Henry’ 





Hollywood, March 21. 
Pen Levy has moved from Uni- 
versal to Paramount writing staff 
and will assist in adaptation 


Springtime for Henry,’ as musical 
for Chevalier, if Paramount bid for 
play is accepted. 

Another Paramount writing ad- 
dition is Nathan Asch, German 
novelist and son of Sholom Asch, 
play wright. 


Wanger Says Col. 
Can Hug $100,000 





Hollywood, March 21. 

Columbia’s much heralded step 
into making pictures to compete 
regularly with those of the large 
lots does not mean a jump in pro- 
duction cost. Studio expects to 
edge into this class of what it calls 
‘better pictures’ by turning out pro- 
ductions at the old budgets of 
$100,009 to $150,000, with an occa- 
sional film running above that fig- 
ure, 
Purpose wil: be accomplished 
through selections of stories and 
grabbing off player, writer and di- 
rector names of present high stand- 
ing who are available for the pe- 
riod of the picture’s production. 
Col is now flirtirg with dozens of 
prominent names t' make a picture. 
Ry enaring a big name or two, 
and the resultant prestige, studio 
hopes to attract other names, either 
free lance or under contract else- 
where, 

Between Assignments 

Hollywood’s present attitude of 
maintaing smaller contract lists, 
with many stars being called on for 
only two or three pictures per year, 
will be taken advantage of by Col. 
Studio will grab these players in 
between other engagements. 
Walter Wanger, Columbia’s new 
vice-president, is concentrating on 
the story end. He has been in 
daily conferences with Harry Cohn 
since coming here and will not re- 
turn to New York for two or three 
weeks. 

Open to Poyalty Deals 
Waneger says its open sesame for 
any player, write’ cr director of 
importance who wants to work on a 
royalty basis. There is some dick- 


ering with peopl» who are inter- 
ested but so far no contract on 
this basis has been made. Terms 


and conditions are not set, depend- 
ing on the individual deal. 

This new ope2n-mindedness of 
Col goes also f-s pictures made by 
small independents, studio being 
ready to consider any deal to buy 
outside product. Its program for 
the year is 26 features. Wanger 
said Col was ‘open to anything that 
would make money.’ 

Expected to b>? interested in legit 


Columbia, according to Waneger, 
will back plays in which it sees 
talent or film possibilities. No 


company, however, will be formed 
for this purpose. 


Amer. Bond & Mortgage 
Goes Into Bankruptcy 





Chicago, March 21. 

American Bond and Mortgage Co. 
last week filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy. Company is one of 
the biggest bonding houses asso- 
ciated with show business, having 
handled the bonds and mortgages 
on many theatres locally and 
throughout the midwest, besides 
other theatrical enterprises, par- 
ticularly ballrooms. 





Firm had been in the hands of the 
receivers for some time. 
Rothafel Recovers 
S. I. Rothafel (Roxy) is okay 


ifter undergoing a minor operation. 
He will leave Fifth Avenue 
Hospital, New York, the end of this 


the 


On Royalty Pix 


Levy was on the local committee 
lof Orpheum preferred stockholders, 
|! which stock passed its October and 
| January dividends, 


| 


‘Indie Scheme for 


Combined Wire Use 
As Defense Weapon 











Independent exhibitors have 
found how they can use the tele- 
graph as a minute man and news 
disseminator in times of censorial 
and legislative strife without having 
l the wire companies violate their 
:on-partisan policy. 

For $20,000 yearly indie exhibs 
can obtain a service which specifies 
|that the telegraph company will 
| communicate the message of exhib- 
itor headquarters to every exhibitor 





| 


in the country. This means that 
every telegraph office will phone 
every theatre in its jurisdiction, 


reading the message of exhibitor 
leaders which will urge the exhibs 
to send a wire to their political rep- 
resentatives along lines suggested 
by the leaders and relayed by the 
telegraph company. It is figured 
that each of the exhibitors would 
be pledged to send on an average 
of four 50-cent messages a year, 
which would make up the $20,000, or 
approximately that total. There 
would be no lump sum -payment. 

The recent New York state tax 
fight is said to have been the eye- 
opener to the potentialities of the 
telegraph as an industry aid. Some 
1,300 stations in New York carried 
the message of the theatre owners 
chambers of commerce to every ex- 
hibitor in the state. This accounted 
for the sudden deluge of telegrams 
upon Albany. Some of the exhibs 
not only followed the formula trans- 
mitted by telephone by the telegraph 
company, but added three or four 
of their own. 


Cruze Halts Tiffany 
Squabble with Jam 
On Arbitration Law 


Los Angeles, March 21, 

Attack on the constitutionality of 
California’s arbitration law has put 
a stop to the James Cruze-Tiffany 
production dispute until the points 
raised are argued out June 7. Sam 
Wolf for Tiffany obtained a Su- 
preme Court writ prohibiting Judge 
Yankwich from naming an arbitra- 
tor between the parties before then. 

Original suit of Cruze Production 
for the right to deliver four more 
pictures, and Tiffany’s comeback 
asserting cost-padding of $58,800, 
have been indefinitely stayed. Con- 
siderable Cruze Productions prop- 
erty, including the ‘Racetrack’ neg- 
ative, are held under attachment by 
Tiffany, attempts to release them 
having heen stepped by another writ 
of prohibition. 

Two Turndowns 


Separate action was brought for 
Cruze to secure arbitration under 
the Cruze-Tiff production agree- 
ment. As Judge Yankwich was 
about to name the arbitrator, Tif- 
fany’s attorney went after a stop 
order and took two turndowns in 
lower courts before getting the 
writ in the highest state court. 

Attack on arbitration, if success- 
ful, will affect all California labor 
contracts, now required by law to 
; embody an arbitration clause. 

Points raised against it by Sam 
Wolf and Harry J. Miller, Tiffany 
‘ounsel, are that it violates the prin- 
ciple of equal protection in barring 
suits over labor, is a deprivation of 
the determining of rights by due 
process of law, deprives contendants 
of the right of trial by jury, and 
usurps the judicial power of the 
courts by placing it in the hands 
of citizens (arbitrators). 


Foliage Halts ‘Park’ 


Ifollywood, March 21. 

Beeause the foliage in Central 
Park, New York, has not blossomed 
as yet, Warners has set back pro- 
duction ‘Central Park’ until 
the buds bloom, 

Meanwhile Mervyn LeRoy, who 
will direct, has been assigned to 
‘New York Town,’ original by 
Ward Morehouse, featuring Joan 
| Dlondell and Erie Linden. 
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WB Holding Films to $200,000 Cost, 


Specials 





RADIO ADDING WRITERS 


Importing Grads Who Worked on 
College Publications for ideas 





Hollywood, March 21. 

On orders from David Selznick, 
Radio will gradual'y increase its 
writing staff chiefly with new blood. 

Part of the scheme of reorgani- 
zation involves the importation on 
short term contracts of from seven 
to 10 college graduates who con- 
tributed to their college publica- 
tions. These lads will be under the 
direct supervision of H. N. Swan- 
son, editor of ‘College Humor,’ tem- 


porarily at Radio as story editor 
and material scout. 
Sarah Y. Mason has also been 


added to Radio’s writing staff, 


Fish Catch Is 
Uncertain, So 


Alaska Off Too 





Seattle, March 21, 


E. B. Clayton is back from 18 
months in Alaska where he was 
assistant manager of the Gross 
(film) circuit. Chain consists of 
seven houses in seven towns— 
Juneau, Ketchikan (both  1,000¢ 
seaters), Petersburg (650 seats), 
Wrangel, Douglass, Haines and 


Sitka, with the seating from 400 to 
500 each. 

All equipped for sound, says 
Clayton and using very little stage 
talent. If any, it’s local. 

Business was good until the first 
of the year, and now it’s off due to 
the uncertainty of the next fish 
catch, states Clayton. Price of fish 
will determine how many go out tc 
catch them this spring. A fair catch 
means fair biz in the show shops 
and towns in general. 

Admission price at these houses 
is 50 cents, 


BILL FOX’S QUICK 
PEEP AT HIS THEATRE 


Hollywood, March 21. 

William Fox, now at the Cottage 
hospital, Santa Barbara, paid a one 
day visit to L. A. to look over the 
Los Angeles theatre last Wednesday 
(16). 

Fox gave the lobby the once over 
and spent the rest of his time in 
Joe Leo’s office not bothering to 
peek at the auditorium of his $1,- 
060,000 house. 

Outside of announcing that the 
daily change policy at 15 cents 
weuld stick, Fox had nothing else 
to say and returned to Santa Bar- 
bara after a two hour sojourn. 

Before hopping back to Santa 
Barbara, Fox talked with Sol Wurt- 
zel and John Stone starting rumors 
of a possible production setup. 
However, Fox is understood still 
bound by his company sale agree- 
ment to refrain from production and 
would sacrifice a $500,000 annual 
payment by violation. On the other 
hand, if this payment were de- 
faulted it would open the way to 
Fox’s personal re-entry into the 
business. 











P-P Asking Employes’ 
Opinions on Shorts 


Its shorts production setup for 
the coming season (1932-33) being 
as yet tentative, Paramount-Publix 
is seeking ideas within its organiza- 
tion in relation to this part of the 
new program. 

In various departments, includ- 
ing theatres, P-P is asking for 
opinions on shorts. These opinions 
may cover advisability of reducing 
the program, eliminating it alto- 
gether (thought unlikely), nature 
of material, personalities, etc. 

Par’s tentative setup on shorts, 
which it is believed may be 
changed, calls for 26 two-reelers, 
six four-reelers and 10 one-real 
subjects on the Sennett hookup. 





With $350,000 as Top for 








Warner Bros. next year will hold 
the majority of its features down 
to a maximum production cost of 
$200,000 with budgets on specials at 
a $350,000 top, according to relizble 
reports. 
tant changes in policy and opera- 


This will be among impor- 


tion that will probably become 
known on the return from Florida 
of Harry M. Warner and Sam E, 


Morris late this month. 

Also contempleted is an immedi- 
ate downward revision on budgets 
applying to the balance of the cur- 
rent season's product. 

On returning to New York it 
believed Morris will again assume 
supervision of distribution as v.-p. 
and general manager of the com- 


is 


pany. 

Program for the coming season 
will not total 70 pictures. While 
nothing certain has been deter- 


mined in that regard, it is believed 
the number will not exceed an an- 
nounced 60 at this spring's sales 
convention. 

Harry Warner is expected back in 
New York from the south today 
(Tuesday). 

Hollywood, March 

The Warner studio expects Tl. 
Warner back here from l[urope 
April 15. 





zi. 
J. 





New Brunswick Now 
Carries Top Tax of 
N. American States 


St. Jonn, N. B., March 21. 
With new boosts being put into 
effect, the province of New Bruns- 
wick has the distinction of having 
the highest amusement and gasoline 


tax of any state or province in 
North America, and probably the 
world. 

Provincial government has or- 
dered a one cent increase in the 


amusement tax on all classifications, 
At present the tax comprises one 
cent on admissions up to 25 cents, 
three cents on admissions from 25- 
35, four cents 35-40 cents, one cent 
additional for each 10 cents or frace 
tion thereof, and five cents on come 
plimentary tickets. Under the new 
rule complimentary tickets will be 
taxed 10 cents. 

In no case is the tax absorbed by 
a theatre. The increase in the 
amusement tax applies to all amuses 
ments, except those hel” for chare 
itable purposes. Included are dances, 
baseball, hockey, prize fights, con- 
certs, wrestling, etc. 

The gasoline tax has been raised 
to seven cents by the New Bruns- 
wick government. 


Botsford to Studio as 
Permanent Par H. Q. 





the 
will 
his 
He 
the 


Suce 


A. M. Botsford, chairman of 
Paramount editorial board, 
shift to Hollywood and make 
permanent headquarters there. 
leaves within two wecks. At 
home office Botsford will be 
ceeded in authority by Russell Hol- 
man, it is said. Holman is now on 
the Coast. 

Botsford will be in command on 
all editorial matters for the produce 
tion department. The editorial set- 
up as now functioning on the Coast 
includes Chandler Sprague, Perey 
Heath and the assistants of ali as- 
sociate producers with the company. 
Sprague is mostly on the purchas- 
ing end while Heath, after buys 
have heen made, is in supervision of 
the studio writers, treatments, etc., 
on material. 


Hollywood, March 2}, 
Jeoffvey Shurlock, on the Parae 
mount story board supervising new 
staff writers, quit today (Monday), 


leaving only Percy Heath and 
Chandler Sprague on the board 
here. 

Heath will probably take Shur- 
j}lock’s spot when A. M. Botsford 


takes over the board this April }. 





Laird Doyle’s Metro Paper 


Hollywood, March 21}. 
Laird Doyle, New York news- 
paperman, has 


writing contract. 


received a Metro | 
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Kent's General Supervisory Duties: 


Due for Coast Trip Around April 15 


Only the routine ratification of 
his new Fox contract by the lat- 
te:’s board of directors awaits 5S. 
R. Kent before he starts operating 
as executive vice-president and 
general manager of Fox Films. That 
gatification is expected to take place 


any day. April 1 is the date offi- 
cialiy set for Kent’ start as a Fox 
pfiicial. 

Kent is now in White Sulphur 


Springs, Va., but is expected back in 
New York late this week. He will 
probably go to the coast around 
April 15 for a studio visit. 

Edward R. Tinker will remain as 
Fox president, from accounts, un- 
til Jan. 1 when Kent will step up. 
Jn the meantime, and under Tinker, 
Kent will supervise all Fox prop- 
erties. This latter point is said to 
have been made by downtown con- 
mections to clear the confusion of 
one miscued report which had 
Keut detailed exclusively to dis- 
tribution. 

The composition of Kent’s new 
title, viz., executive v.p. and gen- 
eral manager, indicates that certain 
changes in Fox management under 
Kent may be inevitable. Thus W. 
Cc. Michel will step down from his 
present post of executive vice-presi- 
dent and W. R. Sheehan lets go of 
his general managership of Fox. 
Sheehan's producing activities for 
Fox remain as is, however, from 


ali accounts. 
Title Changes 
It is likely that to avoid con- 


fusion of titles that J. R. Grainger 
may also no longer be called ‘gen- 
eral manager of distribution’ under 
Kent. Michel, Sheehan and Grain- 
ger, however, remain as vice-presi- 
dents of Fox. Michel, reported 
voluntarily relinquishing his post 
to Kent, is believed to have had 
Much to do with Kent’s being 
signed by the Fox bankers, in this 
wise representatives of Chase. 
Rumors that Kent already is ope- 
rating, or suggesting management 
plans for Fox, were deemed erron- 
eous because Kent has been out 
of town. If any changes are to 
occur under Kent, before or after 
he assumes office, no intimation has 


been made officially in or e@ut of 
Fox, 

Upon Kent’s joining Fox, com- 
pany control shifts even more 


broadly than it has in the past un- 
der the aegis of financial mentors, 
in this case, Chase. This comes 
through the recent receivership of 


General Theatres Equipment in 
Wilmington, Del., Federal Courts. 


Clarke’s $30,000,000 

General Theatres, a Harley 
Clarke property, and his lead into 
the picture business, held control 
of Fox stock as purchased through 
Clarke. This stock, in each in- 
stance being the majority amount 
of ‘B’ and ‘A’ common, was placed 
with Chase to secure a bond issue 
of $30,000,000 by General Theatres. 
; Interest on the $30,000,000 bonds, 
Which mature in 1940, is due April 
1 and General Theatre receiver has 
Biven notice that the payment will 
not be met. This default puts 
Chase in a position to take action 
With reference te the security be- 
hind the bonds (that is, the Fox 
Stock) which thus would come 
under control of Chase, which 
ee Kent into the Fox pic- 
ure. 


PAR SOLICITS INDIES 
FOR PROGRAM FILLERS 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Several leading independents have 
received bids from Paramount to 
tutn out product, mainly outdoor 
Cperas, to fill in the next year’s Par 
list to equal the number of pictures 
made during the season now ending. 
, These will be in addition to the 
eight tc come from Charles R. 
Roceis Indie product will be of a 
More ccestly nature than the usual 
western stuff. 


Goldwyn Returns 
. Hollywood, March 21. 
Sam Goldwyn returned here Fri- 

day (18) after five months absence. 

Producer disembarked after a ride 

Via the Panama Canal. 

_First picture is not set, being 
either ‘Brothers Karamazov’ or ‘Kid 

— Spain,’ but production starts 

way ] 


A. 





+ 








Naughty Reputations 


Hollywood, March 21. 


Banker recently on the 
coast made it plain that he 
would like it if picture hero- 
ines were more refined. 
Couldn't see why the screen 
should reflect the images of 
soiled femmes. 

Later, while talking to a 
group of writers, banker was 
asked whom he considered the 


outstanding feminine names in 
history. Banker named six of 
his favorite historical charac- 
ters, all notorious courtesans, 


Academy Caught 
Between 2 Fires 
On Talent Pact 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Indignation among the employee 
branches indicates that the unity of 
the Academy may be at stake when 
a general meeting of the full mem- 
bership is called in about two weeks 











to discuss the producers’ employ- 
ment agreement. 

Producer members of the Acad- 
emy will defend the document, 
promulgated through the Hays or- 
ganization, against the criticisms 
of the four other classes of Acad- 
emy members. 


Individual members see the elab- 
orate anti-raiding agreement as a 
definite usurpation of the Academy’s 
functions as an arbitrator in the in- 
dus.-y. Those of the employee 
groups resent the action of pro- 
ducers, in their own association, in 
setting up arbitrary rules and their 
own arbitration machinery to con- 
trol employees’ salaries. 

Agreement is looked upon by 
many as an act of secession from 
the already-functioning Academy 
machine. 


Fox-Blumenthal Settle, 
$500,000 Suit Dropped 


Suit against the Fox Company for 
$500,000, which A, C. Blumenthal 
brought through his’ attorney, 
Nathan Burkan, some three months 
ago, has been settled by mutual 
agreement. The Fox Company is 
paying off in monthly instalments. 

Blumenthal’s claim was on a note 
given him by the Fox people after 
negotiation with the then president 
of the company, Harley L. Clarke, 
in payment of commissions due the 
real estater for his work in the Fox- 
Loew deal. 

Blumenthal originally asked a 
higher figure. The $500,000 note 
was a compromise. 


$30,000 Weekly Cut 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Herman Zohbel, Radio treasurer, 
orrived here Saturday (19) for con- 
ferences with Frank O'’Heron under 
whose business supervision the Ra- 
dio Studio has been operating. 

Report is that the studio budget 
has been cut $30,000 weekly. 

















Laemmle, Jr., West 


Carl Laemmile, Jr., leaves today 
(Tuesday) for the Coast after pro- 
longing his New York stay in 
search of story material, and also 
to find a successor to Dave Werner 
who goes west in a new production 
berth. Werner was formerly east- 
ern story head. No successor has 
been appointed. 

Harry Zehner, young Laemmle's 
asst. at the studio, who has been 
laid up with grippe while here, also 
returns in the entourage. 


METRO EXECS EAST 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Nick Schenck, Felix Feist and 
Howard Deitz are in the east by 
now after straightening out Metro's 
new program. 

They left here Thursday (18), 
preceded two days by Robert Rubin. 


PICTURES 
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Rothacker Starts 


Hollywood, March 21. 


Watterson Rothacker begins his} 
duties as one of Radio's top execs} 
today (Monday). Title unset, but 


Rothacker will be associated with 
David Selznick on all studio mat- 
ters, 


Former head of First National 
studio was taken into Radio to per- 
mit Selznick to concentrate on pro- | 


duction. 


ONLY 1 SALES 


MEET FOR PAR 


Paramount will reverse its 
dition of years with respect to its 
annual sales conventions, this year 
holding only one instead of two. 
Company has always held one con- 
clave in the east and another in 
the west. 

This year’s single convention will 


*,Y 
ca 


be held on the Coast the latter part 
of May. Site will be either Sar 
“rancisco or Los Angeles. 

Since inducted into the genera 
sales manager post, George J. 
Schaefer has been holding field | 
meetings. He returned to New 


York Friday (18), accompanied 3 


Stanley Waite, after his last con- 
ference “with branch managers and 
Publix men at Atlanta. John 


Clark, western division sales chief, 
and Charles E. McCarthy returned 
to New York earlier last week. 





HAROLD LLOYD TO DO 
EDDIE QUILLAN FILMS 


Los Angeles, March 21. 
Eddie Quillan has been signed for 
a series of comedy. features under 
the direction of Harold Lloyd and 

backed by the Lloyd organization. 
Lloyd expects to complete his own 
comedy in about two months, but it 
will not be released until October 





BOYD LOSES RKO FIGHT 


Court Dismisses Baltimore Stock- 


holder’s Receiver Suit 


Baltimore, March 21. 

Receivership proceedings against 
RKO were dismissed in Circuit 
Court here last Saturday. 

The bill seeking a receiver was 
filed by J, Cookman Boyd, a local 
stockholder. Albert S. J. Owens and 
Charles F. Stein, the judges, dis- 
missed it without prejudice to any 
other party not represented in the 
suit, 

Boyd has been fighting the man- 
agement of RKO for many months. 
In his original petition he charged 
reckless waste of the corporation's 
funds. Later he objected to the re- 
financing plan which was effected 
several months ago. Boyd charged 
that the manner of adopting the 
plan was illegal. 


Katz Due Back 


Sam Katz is expected back in 
New York by the end of the week, 
or Monday (28) at the latest. 

Katz will go west again the last 
of May to attend the annual Par 
sales meet. 











Schnitzer, Ascher. 
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Lloyd and 


Fineman Probable Producers in 


Radio's Unit Plan at Pathe Lot 





As a Factory 


Paramount receiv.d 


offer for the darkened Astoria, 
Long Island, studio, last week 
and the deal is pending 

A New York manufa i 
wants to use the studio as a 
ict 











SOLON'S INTENT 


WINS DAILIES 
TO FILMS 


Hollywood, March * 

Daily papers are gradually turn- 
ing around in their attitude toward 
the picture industry and giving it 
a helping hand instead of the for- 
mer downward thumb, This was 
indicated strongly in the attitude 
of the press toward the Senator 


Brookhart outburst and demand for 
a senatorial inquiry into the picture 
business. Brookhart was even 
spoofed in papers in his own parish. 

Alliance between pictures and 
press, brought about for protection 
against the mutual enemy, radio, 
has been strengthened all along the 
line. 

One reason for the fourth estate’s 
pro-film stand is the manner in 
which editors have become fed up 
with the bluenoses. Newspaper- 
men are beginning to argue that if 
the antis could be so wrong about 
liquor control they must also 
wrong in their attitude toward 
Hollywood and its picture’ pro- 
ducers. 


COLOR HAS COMEBACK 
CHANCE IN MYSTERIES 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Possibility of color coming back 
through mystery pictures. 

Execs at Warners, after looking 
at the test shots for ‘Dr. X’ made 
in Technicolor, think that getting 
away from black and white on the 
thrillers makes them more creepy. 

Universal has decided to follow 
suit and color tests have been or- 
dered. 


Sheehan in N. Y. 


W. R. Sheehan is authentically 
reported in New York, but is ap- 
parently doing a hideaway. 

Sheehan reached New York Fri- 
day (18) from Miami and is said to 








be greatly improved in health. 
Length of stay is not known al- 
though presumed to be until the 


first of next month. 





Report $560,000 Rental on Music Hall 


Which May Be Future Opera Home 





An annual rental of $560,000 is 
reported the figure named in the 
lease of the International Music 
Hall of Radio City to the Radio 
Corporation of America. RCA in 
turn, subleases to RKO, with both 
agreeing upon S. L. Rothafel as 
operator of the big theatre to seat 
over 6,000. 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., is said 
to have had a desire for years to 
provide a pepular priced temple of 
grand opera for the masses of New 
York, This, it is claimed, accounts 
more for the Rockefellers standing 
behind the immense Radio City 
center than the re- 
peated rumor that the Rockefellers 


want to test the theatre as a me- 
dium of communication to the peo- 


ple at large with Radio City as the 





start. 





As the largest house in the project 
Music Hall 
have an 


will be the who 
state they the 
Rockefeller tadio 
City, are of the impression that the 
Music Hall may eventually become 
the equivalent of the present Met- 
ropolitan Opera House or be turned 
into its successor. But the an- 
nouncement still stands that Roxy 
will open the big seater with a 
mammoth stage entertainment. 
That $560,000 yearly rental for a 


many, 
of 


idea 


ambition for 


theatre is not the record high. Two | 


of the Fox deluxe theatres outside 
New York City are saddled with a 
higher rental, each paying around 
$675,000 a year as rental overhead 
of costly site and building in the 
days of the new picture theatre 
craze. 


> 


be | 








Greenland in 


Hollywood, March 21 

Without conflicting with David 
Selznis productions at the Radio 
~ l Harold Franklin, while here 
last week, started to line up inde- 
pendent producers for the proposed 
unit-made features for Radio at the 
Pathe studio Witho any deal 
osed as vet, it is said these indie 
ducers fo Radio will include 
Joseph Schnitzer, Eph Ascher, Ben 
ine i nd Harold Lloyd's Eddie 

Quillan full-length comedies, 
Franklin's layout at present con- 
templates 10 features amongst the 
indie group at Pathe If this ex- 
periment is fairly satisfactory the 
limit of 10 will be extended. Frank- 
lin product will be additional to 
tha turned out by Selznick at 

ae 

Sullivan-Ryan Duties 
ippointed Charles 
> i as production overseer at 
Pathe to represent RKO-Radio, 
nd Phil Ryan will have charge of 

{ enta 

Cyt ie} nts expected to 
make their pictures at the Pathe 


lot are Charles Rogers, set to turn 


in eight the new season for Par- 
amount release, and Cecil DeMille’s 
feature, also for Par release, 
though neither of these producers 
has made final arrangements to 
produce at Pathe. 

Franklin left for the east Satur- 
day night (19). He is due to stop 


off in Chicago Tuesday (22) to talk 
with Joe Plunkett and other RKO 
execs, and reach New York Friday 
(Zo). 

It is understood out here that 
Franklin does not intend to directly 
concern himself with Radio pro- 
duction other than to inaugurate 
this unit system. Franklin's present 
association with RKO is presumably 
as advisor President 
Brown. 

New Morale 
of Radio Studios 
more of a good will 
surrounding the lot now 
ident the plant for 
months, This condition is analyzed 
by R conducive to team 
work on Radio product. 

Feeling is attributed to belief by 
studio staff that there is chance to 
turn out much better pictures un- 
der the new studio situation and 
that they want to do it. 

Actually, the new Radio regime’s 
group ot pictures, made under 
David Selznick’s supervision, will 
start out about June 1 next. Group 
of features to be released mean- 
While is accredited to former studio 
management though given some at- 
tention by Selznick since he as- 
sumed charge of the studio. 


SAENGER STOCK SALE 
FOR SON AND BROTHER 


general to 


Hiram 


Attaches 
there 
mosphere 
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say 
is at- 


at 


idioites as 





New Orleans, March 21. 

The late Julian Saenger, former 
theatre magnate who died recently, 
left but $218,000 in stock of the 
Julian Saenger Co. Ine., which 
stock will be sold at auction here 
Thursday (24). 

One third of the proceeds from 
the will go to the deceased 
theatre man’s adopted son and the 
other two-thirds to his brother, 
Abe Saenger. Saenger is reported 
to have settled an annuity upon his 
widow, the former Mrs. Marjorie 
Kent Weston, 

Trustees named in 
refused to serve and 
to be appointed. 


sales 


the have 
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will 
others 


Harry Marx Quits WB 


Pittsburgh, March 21. 


Harry Marx, supervisor of WB's 
deluxe houses in Pittsburgh, re- 
sined last week. Resignation takes 
effect immediately. Marx has 
served in this capacity for more 
than a year, coming to Warners 


from Publix. No successor has been 


named, 


Marx intends to vacation in the 
south betore making new connec- 
tions 

NORTH IN MAY 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Victor Fleming will direct Metro’s 

| Eskimo feature taking cast to 


May. 
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MPTOA Vote Control Adoption 


Prevents Convention Results 





Demonstrating Worth Until June 


———— 


By TOM WALLER 


1 a velvet hammer policy the 


i naer 


now independently vcte-controlled 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 


America has gone what virtually 
round table.’ This 
voted at the 
vention in Washington last week. 


amounts to ‘100° 


new policy was con- 

It will be three months, however, 
before the accomplishments of the 
12th annual MPTOA convention will 


have the opportunity of getting off 


the resolutions book. Practically 
everything was passed on to the 
chair or committees, Agreement of 
the unit back home must be ob- 
tained before any of these signa- 
tories can really function, and it is 
figured that June will be the earliest 
before committees can officially 
swing into action. 

While the convention seemingly 


ran through its three days like any 
other three days during conven- 
tions in the past 10 years, some 
definite precedents for indie meet- 
were established under the 
gavel of President M. A. Lightman, 
who continues through 1932 in that 
capacity. 


ings 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject 


to Change) 


Week March 25 
Paramount — ‘Broken 
(Par). 
Roxy—‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox). 
Capitol —‘Tarzan, the Ape 
Man’ (Metro). 
Rivoli—‘One Hour With You’. 
(Par) (23). 


Wing’ 


Strand— ‘Beauty and _ the 
Boss’ (WB). 
Mayfair — ‘Girl Crazy’ (Ra- 


dio). 
Winter Garden—‘The Crowd 
Roars’ (WB) (22). 
Rialto—‘One Hour With You’ 


(Par) (23). 
Week April 1 
Paramount— ‘Shopworn’ 
(Col). 


Roxy—‘Devil’s Lottery’ (Fox). 

Capitol—-‘Are You Listenin’ ?’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—’One Hour With You’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Strand—‘It’s Tough to 
Famous’ (FN). 

Winter Garden—‘The Crowd 
Roars’ (WB) (2a week). 

Rialto—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) (2a week). 


Be 





That most indie conventions of | 
national order have failed in the} 
past has been due chiefly to one or | 
two things: Either the convention | 
has attempted to solve within three | 
days the ills the industry has ac- 
quired over a period of many years, 
or the convention has gone through 
the customary barnstorming act | 
spending a lot of time discussing | 
isolated troubles, and then handed 
a sack filled with resolutions over 
to committees which have forgot- 
ten them as soon as the banquet | 
was over, 





A Difference 

At last week’s meeting there were 
plenty of speeches, but most were 
of an exceptionally high order. 
‘here were also plenty of resolu- 
tions, the outcome of which it is 
also too early to predict. But the 
differences between Washington and 
its predecessors included a sincer- 
ity of purpose which markedly sup- 
planted the horseplay that has be- 
littled most of the indie swarms in 
previous years, Whenever they 
forgot they were ‘gentlemen’ they 
were ruled out of order except when 
the issue involved was particularly 
pertinent. 

The Hays Organization got its 
higgest indie break, the attention 
of exhibitors being called to the 
fact that, while they are in the 
habit of lambasting it they have 
also used it for a ram. Also there 
was a tendency to see difficulties of 
producers and a definite recording 
to temporize indie woes. There was 
nothing durin: the convention to in- 
sinuate that the indies were pre- 
paring to sell out to Hays, or that 
the Hays representatives present 
were guiding the organization. 

Against Govt. Intervention 


Most illustrative of this was the 
last day stand against going to the 
lederal Trade Commission for a 
redefinition of its ruling regarding 


industry practices, and also the 
agreements arrived at by the 
6-5-5 plan, 


For a time it looked as though 
the simon pures were being out- 
witted by a handful of affiliated 
members whose skill in parliamen- 
tary procedure was greater. The 
final vote ageinst government in- 
tervention Was unanimous when the 
entire convention was convinced 
that any other action would be re- 
vcinding its stand against the 
Brookhart bill, and playing directly 
into that senator’s hand, 


Another tangent new to national 


conventions was the defining of 
problems which have heretofore 
been considered national. Dele- 
grates were told that zoning and 
protection are strictly local pro»- 


lems and that little hope can be ex- 





tended for one plan covering the 
entire country; they were told to 
thresh these out in their home 
towns and, if pressure were needed, 


then to inform national headquar- 
ters Which would communicate with 
central offices. 

On the other hand arbitration and 


$2 Pictures 
‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(13th week). 


Foreign Films 

‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ 
film) (German) (Europa) 
week), 

‘Stuerme der Leidenschaft’ 
(Ufa) (German) (Little Car- 
negie) (2d week). 

‘Cossacks of the Don’ (Am- 
kino) (Russian) (Cameo) (2d 
week). 

‘Ria Rosa’ (Napoli) (Italian) 
(Sam Harris) (27). 

‘Mein Leopold’ 
(German) (Hindenburg) 





(Super- 
(8th 


(Capital. 
(31). 





CHANEY and FOX 


Present a New Act. Staged and 
produced by CHANEY and FOX 
Costumes and scenery designed by 
MISS CHANEY 

This Week, Loew’s State, New York 
Direction: JOHNNY HYDE 
RKO: CURTIS & ALLEN 


Conventionalities 





Washington, March 16, 

Chairman M. A. Lightman re- 
minded the convention so often 
about ‘being brief’ that evegy* some 
of the Congressional speakers evi- 
dence self-consciousness. It got so 
that when a full-blooded indie arose 
the first thing was, ‘Gentlemen, I 
apologize.’ 
Mike O'Toole received the tough- 
est editing. He prepared a 47-page 
report which Lightman announced 
he had cut down to one reel. 


Senator Dill got the boys all ex- 
cited when, at the ciose of a tech- 
nical subject on copyright pro- 
visions, the impression prevailed 
that Washington was abolishing 
the seat tax. 

Not so, however. If the amend- 
ment carries, the tax will be off 
sound-on-film but not disk. Dis- 
tributors, commented the Senator, 
probably will reflect the seat tax, 
which would fall to them on the 











well as modifications in block- 
booking so that the indie will be 
permitted certain selective latitude, 
were conceded to be work for the 
national body. 


The velvet hammer was intro- 
duced in a resolution requiring im- 
mediate action on the part of dis- 
tributors forcing short subjects 
with feature bookings. It was the 
consensus of the convention that 
the MPTOA should let the present 
contracts ride as they stand to give 
the distrib a fair break, but the 
next selling season will review past 
performance and attempts will be 
made for adjustmenest accordingly. 
Metro’s Percentage 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer was the 
only Hays member singled out for 
definite inquiry by committeemen. 
This has to do with Felix Feist’s 
alleged declaration to an indie 
body that Metro's 25-30-35 per- 
centage policy was national. Hun- 
dreds of exhibitors, if they can 
prove their case that Metro sold 
differently, will enter claims for re- 
imbursement on their contracts. 


RCA Photophone’s reduction on 
equipment prices resulted in com- 
mitteemen being designated to in- 
vestigate *Vestern Electric and find 
why that company, with the major 
number of installations, cannot af- 
ford to slice as well. 

S. R. Kent advised MPTOA to 
name another committee to look 
over Hollywood for the lowdown on 
production, which he observed was 
admittedly low, and of equal con- 
cern to circuit and indies. He ad- 
vised that no convention can leg- 
islate quality. As for block-book- 
ing, Kent expressed himself as be- 
lieving that not more than 15% of 
the industry wanted to see it elim- 
inated and that the remainder was 
for modification. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


H. B. Franklin. 
Noel Coward. 
Nicholas Sehenck. 
Felix Feist. 
Howard Dietz. 
Harry Zehner. 
Dave Werner. 


Pm oo Oh. A 


Ernst Lubitsch. 





a standard exhibition contract, as 


Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


sound track, back to the exhib, but 
probably on a lesser scale than now 
exists. Anyhow, the exhib wouldn't 
have to be concerned about the 
American Society. 





Jake Conn of Providence, who did 
most of the talking at the start of 
the convention, turned white when 
Col. Schiller suddenly presented 
Conn as not even being a member 
of the MPTOA, 

This wasn’t half as bad as the 


(Continued on page 62) 


weekly “Variety.” 
department. 


Whitbeck Joins Par 


today (21) to originate national ad- 


previously performed in the east by 
Arthur Mayer. 
4 of 5 Unions Sign 
Fractiona) concessions in rating 
overtime have been made in several 
of the new union contracts with 
producers. Fifth and last contract, 
with the scenic artists, is to be 
closed this week. 
Burtis on ‘Square’ 
Thomson Burtis is on the Coast 
to complete his script of ‘Madison 
Square Garden,’ Charles R. Rogers’ 
first for Paramount release, 





Jinxing Louise 
Anita Louise, tadio contractee 
who hasn’t been signed in seven 
months, lost another chance to get 
on the screen when Metro rubbed 
out her part in ‘As You Desired Me.’ 
*‘Chubby’s’ Finish 
Consolidated Lab is putting fin- 
ishing touches on ‘Chubby’s Adven- 
ture,’ under the hammer April 2 for 
a $488 Lab bill. Leslie Bain pro- 
duced it. 
Berman Supes 
Pandro Berman, assistant to 
David Selznick, has been made a 
supervisor with “Truth About Hol- 
lywood’ as his first assignment. 
Par Contracts 
George Raft, Gordon Westcott 
and Adrianne Allen, players, have 
been given six-month optional con- 
tracts at Paramount. William Hur- 
burt, writer, gets same type ticket. 
Irving Cummings engaged to direct 
‘Countess of Auburn.’ 


Pickford Airs Ether 
Fairbanks-Pickford broadcasting 
deal is cold due to technical diffi- 
culties of short-waving Fairbanks 
from the South Seas. Miss Pick- 
ford turned down two deals in New 
York, claiming the money didn’t in- 
terest her. 





U in Politics Cycle 
Edwin H. Knopf assigned to 
write an original political yarn at 
Universal. John Stahl will direct. 


Van Dyke’s Fast One 
W. S. Van Dyke finished ‘Night 
Court’ at Metro in 16 days. Sched- 
ule was 22. Van Dyke will head for 
Greenland in two weeks to direct 
‘Eskimo,’ based on Peter Freuchen's 
book. Principals will go from here. 


Horton Doubling 
E. E. Horton goes into ‘Roar of 
the Dragon’ at Radio, doubling be- 
tween the studio and his ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ at the Hollywood 





Playhouse, 





Toronto, March 21. 
With Ontario houses now paying 


$322,000 into the provincial treasury 
as amusement tax, theatre-owners 
are considering a plan of refusal] to 
continue collections for the govern- 
ment. Move follows new budget 
provision for removing present ex- 
emptions on cheaper seats. 

Motion picture exhibs are barely 
breaking even on operations and any 
further increase in taxation will 
mean the closing of many more the- 
atres in the suburban and small- 
town areas, claims Oscar Hanson, 
spokesman for Allied Exhibitors of 
Ontario, representing 110 theatres 
in the province. Group is consid- 
ering whether they will continue to 
act as agents in collecting the 
amusement tax from the public. 
Theatre owners pay a large sum 
for the cost of auditing the tax re- 
turns to the government and feel- 
ing of exhibs is that they are en- 
titled to interest on monies ad- 
vanced to the government for the 
amusement tax tickets and payment 
for the time and trouble in handl- 
ing the work. 

‘During the past year, the total 
admissions in Ontario showed a de- 
crease and added taxes must surely 
emphasize this tendency,‘ says Han- 
son. 

‘To those who say that the amuse- 
ment tax should be absorbed by the 
exhibitors, we say that practically 
every theatre in this province is 
ijust breaking even at the present 





Ontario Exhibs Rebel Against 


Proposed New Provincial Tax 


time. If the tax is automatically 
passed on to the pwblic, the ex- 
hibitor will still suffer because the 
number of patrons wil be reduced 
and the number of theatre em- 
ployees will decrease. Popular 
opinion about the motion picture 
business unfortunately is that 
everyone in it is making a hugh 
profit. The opposite is true. 

Can’t Pass Tax On 

‘Toronto theatre owners are now 
paying approximately $322,000 in 
taxes to the Ontario government 
in a year, this comprising the seat 
tax, corporation taxes, share of 
censorship fees, operators’ fees and 
the amusement tax,’ says Hanson. 
‘At the present time, it would be 
extremely difficult to pass on any 
increase in the amusement tax to 
the public. The proposed tax will 
be a hardship to wage-earners if 
they have to pay a tax on the 
cheaper seats which are now ex- 
empt. We are taxed directly only 
because we are easy and econom- 
ical to tax as compared with other 
industries.’ 

Theatre owners will ask that the 
present exemption on two-bit tick- 
ets be maintained. Amusement tax 
Was &2 war measure and exhibs feel 
that it does not belong to present 
conditions. Contention is that the 
government will lose moncy if the 
attendance drops, this being looked 
for if taxiation is increased. Double 
loss in that government will get less 





revenue and so will theatre owners. 


Frank Whitbeck joins Paramount 


vertising campaigns from the studio. 
He takes over some of the duties 


————— 
aa 7 


Hollywood 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Metzger’s Theatre Deal 

Lou Metzger, former sales man- 
ager of Columbia, negotiating for 
the Spreckles theatre, San Diego, 
now owned by J. J. Franklin, Ben 
Berinstein and B. H. Lustig, Frank- 
lin also selling his interest in the 
Sunbeam, Compton, to Berinstein, 
one of his partners. Zack Harris in 
the market for the trio’s National 
City house. 


Schubert at U 


Bernard Schubert, recently off 
Radio’s writing staff, at Universal 
to write one original. He'll return 


to Radio. 
Ford’s First U 
First for John Ford at Universal 
is ‘Shanghai Interlude,’ by Wong 
Wellesley, who is at the studio put- 
ting finishing touches to the script. 


Postponed 
Story and casting. difficulties 


; caused postponement of ‘Free Lady,’ 
retitled ‘Unmated,’ at Radio. 
Twelvetrees’ Predicament 
Helen Twelvetrees is out of ‘Truth 
About Hollywood’ at Radio. Studio 
figures on spotting an unknown, 
United Artists wanted Miss Twelve- 
| trees for tests on ‘Rain,’ but Radio 
| wouldn't let her go. Same for tests 
lof ‘Red Haired Woman’ at Metro. 
Louise Fazenda Leaves 
Louise Fazenda left to open her 
Publix tour in Chicago March 24. 





Lazarus With Schulberg 
Jeff Lazarus is on B. P. Shule- 
berg’s production staff at Para- 
mount studio. Had been operating 
Paramount and UA theatres down 
town for H. B. Franklin. 





Metro’s Two Guys 
Metro purchased two novels, ‘For 
(Continued on page 39) 


Union Working on 
Scale Reductions 
For Gotham Indies 


Independent exhibitors of New 
York are to obtain operator reduc- 
tions in accordance with individual 
contracts held, the union taking 
every indie chain or individual 
owner's case up separately. Dee 
cision to provide a cut for the inde« 
pendents follows an agreement with 








the major chains reducing wage 
seales by 10%. 
Deal was negotiated with Local 


306 by a committee representing the 
theatres, headed by Major Thomp- 
son of RKO, with the reduced scale 
effective last week. 

The wage scale committee of 306 
is already at work on cuits for the 
indies, which will prebably be in 
effect within 30 days. All inde- 
pendents will not be given a reduce 
tion, it is said, but it will embrace 
those operators which now have 
rock-bottom contracts. Where an 
| indie owner can prove he is actually 
|losing money 306 will meet him half 
| Way, it is contended. 

The average reduction with the 
indies will also be around 10%, it is 
estimated. 





Charge House Mer. with 
Robbing His Former Thea. 


Rechester, N. Y., March 21. 

George M. Dana, 24, of Spring- 
dale, Conn., former manager of the 
Batavia theatre, was arrested on a 
charge of burglarizing the house 
and getting $30 from the safe. He 
denied the charge and posted $500 
bail. 

Dana was manager until Feb. 28, 
when the theatre closed except Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. ‘‘homas Rob- 
erts, manager, discovered the theft 
when he opened the safe. 





MILT ARTHUR AS D. M. 


Los Angeles, March 21, 
Milt Arthur, brother of Harry 
Arthur, made Fox-West Coast 
Orange County district manager be- 
sides operating the house in same 
territory which he owns with F-WC. 





Columbia’s Chi Meet 
Chicago, March 21. 

Pre-convention meeting was held 
here last Saturday (19) by Colum- 
bia pictures. Included at the festi- 
val were all exchange chiefs from 
the entire midwest and southern 
territories, 

Charlie Rosenseweig 
Cohn ambled in from 
speak their piece. 


and Jack 
the east to 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, March 22, ell 








Wet Parade,’ $12,000, Pretty Damp 
At $2 at Grauman’s Chinese as L. A. 
In Baitle of Tabs and Stage Shows 





March 21, 


registered 


Los Angele 

Quick $2 flop 
Grauman’s Chinese by ‘Wet Parade.’ 
First week grossed hardly $12,000 
Picture was deemed interesting but 


Ss, 


was at 


public shied away from the title 
and theme. Picture was sold on 
story only with cast names, Walter 


Huston, Lewis Stone, Neil Ham- 
ilton, Jimmy Durante and Dorothy 


Jordan submerged in their char- 
acterizations. 

Responding to the challenge of 
Warners’ Downtown 10 vaudeville 


acts, RKO has slashed its Hillstreet 


prices to 25 cents until 6 p. m. 
Downtown offers 1,000 seats ‘any- 
time’ at same scale. RKO to bal- 
ance 10 Bert Levey acts at the 


Downtown is trying to educate the 
public to the RKO trademark as a 
guarantee of superiority. 

It makes an interesting point of 
study in exploitation, public reac- 
tion, and the shopping instincts of a 
short bankroll burg. Whether quan- 
tity can outweigh and outgross 
quality seems in process of testing. 
Levey pays $1,200 for 10 acts; RKO 
budgets its five around $3,000. 

Downtown is second run to War- 
ners’ Hollywood, but choosing be- 
tween Warner and First National 
product as against the Hillstreet’s 
first runs of Radio and Columbia 
releases, the screen strength aver- 
ages up in favor of the Downtown. 
Vaudeville meant very little to the 
latter house until they stretched 
from five to 10 acts without at the 
same time stretching the budget. 

No question that any stage at- 
traction, freak draw, or exploitable 
personality, can get immediate book- 
ings locally from several sources. 
Managers or circuits no longer ex- 
pect the picture to deliver. Re- 
peated disappointments at the pay- 
box on highly-touted film have en- 
gendered a defeatist attitude on the 
celluloid question. The play, in con- 
densed form, seems to be the thing. 

While Rodney Pantages awaits 
Gregory Ratoff’s ‘Girl Crazy,’ an- 
other boiled-down musical is cur- 


rent at the State. That gets the 
condensed musical cycle well 
launched and well tested locally. 


State appears to be the unfortunate 
picker in that-‘Sons o’ Guns’ is jog- 
ging along in the leisurely style of 
an also ran. Doubtful if house will 
do even averagely well, and with a 
three-day extension to permit house 
switching (26) to Saturday opening, 
the engagement is apt to be any- 
thing but memorable. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
*‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) and stage show 
(ist week). Came in Thursday with 
customary Grauman whoop-la;: no 
sell-out opening. Exploited to please 
and annoy both wets and drys, sim- 
ultaneously, impartially, and with 
Metro as neutral as Switzerland. 
First week under $12,000, evidenc- 
ing poor exploitation in not building 
up cast names. 

Downtown (WRB) (1,800: -65), 
‘Man Who Played God’ (W B) and 
vaude. George Arliss picture wasn’t 
as potent as expected last week at 
Hollywood, and grave question if 
high-brow star is draw with yokelry 
patronizing Downtown, Figure $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Play Girl’ copped 
$11,500, but with those 10 acts over- 
shadowing in Jraw. 

Hollywood (WRB) (2,756: 35-75), 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB) and stage 
show. This is Smith and Dale's 
‘Mendel, Inc.,’ but George Sidney 
getting big billing for cast; Mervyn 
LeRoy mugged for daily ads as di- 
rector, unusual but not unprece- 
dented bouquet from studio. Around 
$14,000, okay. Last week Arliss pic- 
ture bettered $13,000. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), 
with Past’ (RKO) and Duke Elling- 
ton band (2d week). Second week 
of Ellington not bad at $12,000, fine 
total of $16,300 for getaway. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 


95 


95), ‘Forbidden’ (Col) and _ stage 
show). Average $7,000. Last week 


they responded very well to bait of 
‘Shanghai Express,’ $9,300. 


Paramount (Franklin) (3,595: 35- 
$1), ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) and stage 
show). House back in doldrums; 


can't get ‘em in with programmers. 
Conventional stage-band policy okay 
but can’t magnetize sheckels into 
the till. Particularly slow 
week, $10,000. Last week 
in the Dark’ got $12,000. 


RKO (2,950; 25-50), ‘Nice Women’ 
(U) and vaude. Price battle with | 
Warners’ Downtown. Getting some 
opposition frorn couple of hideaway 
houses that have vaudeville as low 
as 15 cents. Lowered scale clips to-| 
tals; so $8,000. Last week ‘The 
Menace’ handled $7,900. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 35-$1 
‘Millionaire’ (Fox) and ‘Sons o’ 
Guns” Joan Bennett, last week's 


bride, made a good booking for 





Same Story in Columbus; | 
‘Millionaire,’ $10,500, Off 


Columbus, March 21 

Lecal houses could probably save 
money by closing Holy Week, but 
they’re trying just the same. 
Chances are good for a poor week 
everywhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,075; 25-50) 
‘Prestige,’ (Radio). Will do mighty 
well to reach $5,000, bad. Last 
we-k ‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) off at 
$4,700. 


Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘She Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Light $10,500, 
Last week ‘Strangers in Love’ 
(Par), $11,400, off. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 


‘Wayward’ (Par). Bucking bad re- 
views started with a record low 
b. 0.; no better than $5,000 in sight. 
Last week ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) zoom- 
ed at opening then grounded flat 
but fair enough with $9,100. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) ‘The 
Expert’ (WB). Fair $3,500, Last 
week ‘Fireman Save My Child’ 
(FN) good at $4,100. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 
‘Behind the Mask’ (Col). Will suf- 
fer least and should hit fair $2,600. 
Last week ‘Law and Order’ (Col) 
held up well and took in good 
$2,250. 


BALTO. ON LEVEL KEEL; 
“WISER SEX’ AT $18,000 


Baltimore, March 21. 

Holy Week won’t hang up any 
records either way. ‘Polly of Cir- 
cus,’ at the Stanley, looks best, but 
nothing handsome is likely. ‘Wiser 
Sex’ should do fairly well at the 
Century. 

‘Tarzan’ led last week, while ‘Dis- 
orderly Conduct’ surprised by a big 
intake at the New. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA), ‘Wiser Sex’ 
(Par) (3,200; 25-60). Hardly the 
calendar spot for a b.o. panic and 
no big name on stage to help; $18,- 
000 will be fair. ‘Dancing in Dark’ 
(Par) last week, plus Ben Lyon in 
person in old home town, just 
$19,000. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall), 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G) (3,600; 25- 
60). Usual Hearst paper spread; 
Miss Davies didn’t do anything 
handsome on last showing here and 
this pre-Easter spot not calculated 
to help; maybe $19,000, just pretty 
good. Last week ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) 
world premiered to great press 
spread; biz sagged last half as en- 
gagement started at record pace; a 
very good $25,200. 





Valencia (Loew-UA), ‘Cock of 
Air’ (UA) (1,200; 25-35). Elevator 


stand handed occasional first run 
not considered big-house calibre: 
this one a fair $2,500. Last week 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) $2,700. 

Parkway (Loew-UA), ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) (1,000; 25-35). In- 
different biz at the big Stanley and 
won't do over pretty fair $3,800 here. 
‘Shanghai Express’ last week pretty 
good at $4,100. 

New (Mechanic), 
(Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Just an aver- 
age $6,800. ‘Disorderly Conduct’ 
last week surprised by excellent sea- 
sonal intake; very good $9,000. 

Hipp (Rappaport), ‘Big Shot’ 
(Pathe) and vaude) (2,500; 25-50). 


‘Gay Caballero’ 





‘Lady | 


this 
‘Dancers 


),| Hour 


the |: 


Stage has local talent revue staged 
by Vie Hyde; may help to make 
;}g00d in a bad week; say $12,500. 
Last week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) just 


fi air at $12,000. 
Rivoli (Martien & Co.), ‘Whistlin’ 
Dan’ (1,800; 25-40). First western 


in this house in long time; moderate 
$3,500. ‘Monster Walks’ last week 
slightly under par, $3,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), ‘Play Girl’ 
(WB) and vaude (2,500; 25-50). 
Mercedes, heading stage bill, should 
get out the soothsayer following; 
$11,000, fair enough. ‘Big Timer’ 
last week $12,000. 











;sereen, Stage musical indifferent as 
jentertainment and not striking the 
oercee as a bargain. Expect 
$15,500, so-so. Last week ‘Arsene 
E I. upin’ (M-G) copped $19,000 on the 
sarrymore brothers combo, 
United Artists (Mranklin) 
| 35-$1), ‘Greeks’ UA) (2d 
|; Will do a molasses follow-up 
|} $6,800 after opening $10,400. ‘One 
with You’ (Chevalier-Mac- 
Donald), carded for March 26, 
alled off, the Skourases deciding to 
lose the house for the summer, 


(2.100: 


of 


week). } 


TACOMA TEPID 


Everything Off—'Unexpected Father’ 
Fair at $1,800 


Tacoma, March 21. 

Nothing standing out this week. 
Slow going per usual during Holy 
Week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘Prestige’ (Pathe). With vaude 
first half, and ‘Behind Mask’ (Col.), 
$4,500, bad. Last week ‘Woman of 
Monte Cario’ (FN), and ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U), split week, oke at $5,- 
600, 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 
35-50)—‘Unexpected Father’ (U). 
This one liked, laugh-loaded; fair at 
$1,800. Last week ‘Cock of Ajir’ 
(UA) slow at $1,750. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G), and ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G). $4,000, good. Last week 

3east of City’ (M-G), ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par), and ‘Guardsman’ (M-G), slow 
$3,800, 


25- 





Strong Fare in Ind. 
Should Offset Things; 
‘Lady, $15,000, Best 


Indianapolis, March 21, 

Picture grosses should hold up 
favorably this week. Fare is good 
throughout downtown. ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ at the Palace started off 
strong and looks able to bring this 
house up a bit from its past per- 
formances. 

Grosses last week were boosted 
favorably by 1,500 high school stu- 
dents, here for the annual state 
basketball tourney. 

Ethel Barrymore did exceptionally 
well at English’s in ‘School for 
Scandal.’ Fred Stone’s ‘Smiling 
Faces’ is due for two days .and a 
mat March 29-30. Berkell’s stock 
at Keith’s is reviving ‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin,’ which incidentally includes 
the ice scene, 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 

‘Lady With a Past’ (RKO). Will do 
$15,000 because of Constance Ben- 
nett’s pull with the femmes. Last 
week ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) did 
$17,000, a bit better than was an- 
ticipated. 
Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
“Wiser Sex’ (Par). Will not burn 
up the grosses at this place; about 
$5,500 maybe. Raps from the press 
not helping = any. Last week 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) touched 
$6,000; good. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50) ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and 
vaude. Will touch $10,000. Last 
week ‘The Expert’ (WP) hit $9,500. 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) ‘Play Girl’ (WB). Will have 
to climb steadily to do $5,000. Thea- 
tre has opened its balcony both day 
and night for 35c. Heretofore 
used only at nights. Last week 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
closed at $6,000, good. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) ‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G). 
Will clock $8,000, good for this 
house, Last week ‘Sky Devils’ 
(UA) did $6,500. 


MACKAILL-FIREMAN’ 
IN ST. LOUIS, $18,000 


St. Louis, March 21. 

It’s Holy Week in St. Louis, too. 
And things are pretty slack around 
the box offices. To make matters 
still worse there’s not an outstand- 
ing program in town; all of the bills 
are about equal in merit; the result 
is the takings of each of the five 
first run houses is no more than av- 
erage. 

With comedies for the film attrac- 
tions, the Ambassador and Loew’s 
State are leading. The former is 
helped some by the personal appear- 
ance of Dorothy Mackaill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 
25-35-50)—‘The Passionate Plumber’ 
(M-G). Pulling fairly well and take 
ought to be around $14,000. Last 
week ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) good at 
$19,300. 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000: 35-50- 
65)—‘Fireman, Save My Child’ (FN) 
and Dorothy Mackaill in person. 
Combination getting some results 
so that total may reach around 
$22,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ (Par) and 
‘Crazy Quilt’ on stage had a big 
$30,500. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Carnival Boat’ (RKO) and George 
E. Stone heading vaude. Neither 
attracting any attention, $9,500. 
Last week ‘Lady with a Fast’ (RKO- 
Pathe) fair at $12,600. 





Fox (Fox) (6,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Daisy Stevens’ (M-G) and _ unit. 
Jean Harlow name may draw but 


that’s all. Will get about $17,000. 
Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
fair at $14,300, 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Play Girl’ (WRB) and ‘The Menace’ 





was | 


(Col). Getting only steady two-for- 
one patrons for about $7,000. Last 
week ‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) 
}and ‘The Final Edition’ (Col) $8,400. 


Cab Calloway Rates Draw Credit at 
Minnesota, $20,000; Town Is Blah 





All Off in Cincy; Poor 
$18,500 for ‘Business’ 


March 21. 

Holy week is establishing the rec- 
ord low of the year for amusement 
returns. Regardless of attractions, 
the answer has always the 
same, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Poor $18,500 in prospect. 
Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) and Mitzi 
Green as stage topper pulled $24,- 
500. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Play Girl’ (WB). Aided somewhat 
by extra drawing, fair $9,500. Last 
week ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par) $8,500. 


Cincinnati, 


been 


35-65)— 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) $8,500, 
poor. Last week ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par) $14,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)— 
‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) $8,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) 


rounded out fortnight with $7,500 on 
second week, 

Keith's (Libson) (1,600; 
‘West of Broadway’ 
$2,800 indicated. 
Boy’ (FN) $4,600. 
Strand (RKO) 
Commands’ 
pert’ (WB), 
Last week 
(Pathe) and 
(WB) $2,800. 
Family (RKO) 
‘Dead Line’ (Col) 
Order’ (U) $3,200, good. Last week 
‘Struggle’ (UA) and ‘Sin’s Play 
Day’ (Fischer) $2,900. 


WASH. AS ANTICIPATED; 
‘HOTEL CONT.’ $19,000 


Washington, Mareh 21, 
Most of the houses are tightening 
up for Holy Week. Nothing big 
currently with business running to 
just what was expected. 
Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 35-50)— 
‘Greeks Had a Name For Them’ 
(UA). Will do about $10,000. Last 
week, second for ‘Arrowsmith,’ up 
to expectations at $9,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,000; 25-35)—Play 


25-40)— 
(M-G). Poor 
Last week ‘Lotal 


(1,350) —"Woman 
(Radio) and ‘The Ex- 
split week, $3,000, poor. 
‘Lady With a Past’ 
‘Man Who Played God’ 


(1,000; 15-25)— 
and ‘Law and 





Girl’ (WB) and vaude. May get 
$15,000, not bad. Last week ‘Be- 
hind the Mask’ (Col), poor at 
$12,000. 

Fox (2,434; 25-35-50) — ‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tif) and F and M 
unit. Attracting light trade at $17,- 
000. Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ 
(Fox), about $16,800. 


Met (WB) (1,625; 25-35-50-75)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB). May get 
$7,000. Last week, second of 
‘Broker. Lullaby’ (Par), $4,500. 
Palace — ‘Dancers in the Dark’ 
(Par), off at $16,000. Last week 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G), $22,000. 
Rialto — ‘Law and Order’ may 
get $3,000 without house doing any 
udvertising this week. Last week 
‘Racing Youth,’ $5,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 
‘The Big Shot’ and vaude. 


35-50)— 
Maybe 


$10,500. Last week’s ‘Office Girl’ 
(Radio-British picture), garnered 
$15,000. 





Portland Fair as ‘Maiden’ 
Heads for Pretty $11,500 


Portland, Ore., March 21. 
Fox-Portland is concentrating to 
make the 3,500-seat Paramount col- 
lect returns. Idea of booking this 
house with pick of picture releases 
and F-M units is a new one. Fox 
Broadway went dark last week. 

‘Sky Devils’ is the Paramount's 
bid currently and looks in line for 
nice results. Orpheum has ‘Impa- 
tient Maiden’ and should get over 
the top for a good showing. House 
keeps up a steady run of contests 
and exploitation tie-ups that help 
considerably. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) and vaude. 
yetting over for okay results, $9,500. 
Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
big around $12,700. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-60)—‘Sky Devils’ (UA) and unit. 
In line for nice week, $10,000. Last 
week ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) needed 
more exploitation but good at $12,- 
000, 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). 
Registering fairly, $5,000. Last week 
‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G), 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000: 
35)—Expert’ (WB). Looks 
for $5,006 Last week 
(WB), $5,800. 


25- 





$5,500. 


light | 
‘Fireman | 


+ 


Minneapolis, March 21. 

After a week of boom-time pros« 
perity Loop show houses again ara 
immersed in the slough of despona, 
Lasting only a brief seven days, the 
temporary interruption of the beare 
ish box-office trend has given way 
once more to the downward swing, 
and gloom holds full sway along 
the Rialto. 

There is a complete lack of 
standing box-office attractions this 
week, and that may have something 
to do with the return of reactionary 
business forces. Whatever the 
cause, business is conspicuous by 
its absence. 

Cab Calloway and his band in 
person at the Minnesota is the best 
of the current box-office bets rather 
than any screen offering. This at- 
traction is getting over so well that 
it should help build trade despite 
the rather weak picture, ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ although $20,000 is no wow, 

After a week of marvelous busi- 
ness with ‘Lost Squadron’ and 
Benny Meroff’s band, the Orpheum 
handicapped by an ordinary screen 
offering, ‘Prestige,’ and a week 
vaudeville bill, is finding the going 
rather tough again. Nan Halperin, 
local girl, is pulling in some shekels, 
however. 

‘The Greeks’ is far from a knocks 
out, but it has attracted some class 
trade to Pantages and will have a 
fair week. ‘Disorderly Conduct,’ at 
the State, is okeh as a picture, but 
not strong enough to lure many cus- 
tomers without the aid of box-offite 
names in the cast, 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and Cab 
Calloway and band on stage in place 
of usual Fanchon-Marco unit. Pice- 
ture not so hot and Barthelmess no 
longer a draw here. Calloway out- 
fit little known by reputation here, 
but good exploitation and advertis- 
ing attracted some attention for it. 
Band is delivering in tiptop shape 
and may build biz during week after 
tame start. Looks like about $20,000, 
poor. Last week ‘Strangers in 
Love’ (Par) and El Brendel in per- 


oute 


son around $30,000 big, with 
Brendel rating all the credit for the 
draw. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)—-— 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and vaudeville. 


Ann Harding ordinarily a draw here 
but not in this poor vehicle. Vaudes 
ville, excepting Nan Halperin, also 
below par. Miss Halperin, a local 
girl and favorite, helping box office 
some, About $10,000 indicated, bad, 
Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) 
and Benny Meroff on stage around 
$18,000, big, with Meroff, a smash 
hit here, entitled to as much credit 
as the picture for immense draw. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—'‘Dis- 
orderly Conduct’ (Fox). Picture 
first rate but nothing to get popue- 
lace wildly enthusiastic. Sally Eilers 
and Spencer Tracy don’t count as 
magnets. Laurel and Hardy come- 
edy pulling some trade, however. 
Maybe $5,500, bad. Last week 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) around 
$5,800, bad, 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)— 
‘Greeks Had a Name for Them’ 
(UA). Pretty good picture but not 
outstanding, and lacking in cast 
names, getting some carriage trade 
and night biz much better than 
matinees, but qnly $7,000 indicated, 
fair. Last week, second and final 
of ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) around $7,500, 
good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Way- 
ward’ (Par). Mediocre picture, 
Nancy Carroll and Richard Arlen no 
draws, will be lucky to top $3,500. 
bad. Last week ‘Beast of the City’ 
(M-G) around $4,900, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) — ‘The 
Deceiver’ (Col) and ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB), split about $900 indicated 
for weak pictures, bad. Last week 
‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) and ‘Woman 


from Monte Carlo’ (FN) around 
$800, poor. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) and She 
Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox), split. 
Second Loop runs, around $1,200 
indicated, with ‘Union Depot’ draw- 
ing most of it,’ fair. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G), second Loop run, 
full week, : about $1,800, good. 


Col. Salbuins Par’s Ad 
Work During Production 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Columbia is following the lead of 
Paramount to create ideas for ad- 
vertising layouts and paper at the 
studio while pictures are in produc- 
tion. 

Mon Randall, who has 
Metro on ad layout work, 
Columbia to handle the new 
under Hubert Voight. Under plans 
ad and poster layouts will be made 
up, sans color, and shipped during 
production to the home office as 
‘suggestions.’ Also entails specially 
| prepared ‘still’ scripts. 
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Chicago, March 21. 

No averages in the loop this week, 
the bad shows sliding far into the 
mud while the few good ones are 
doing outstanding trade, Holy 
Week or not. Loop theatres are 
becoming more and more dependent 
on their stage attractions. This 
fact is smacked home particularly 
at the Chicago, Oriental and yaude 
Palace. In the majority of recent 


big business weeks the b. 0. pump- 
ing has been directly the result of 
stage socks. 

That angle is 
demonstrated once more 


currently being 
at these 


three spots. Particularly is the 
register hot at the ace Chicago, 
where Barbara Stanwyck and Frank 


Fay, in person, are heading the loop 
parade to a galloping $44,000, the 
heartiest take this arena has seen 


in months. 
Miss Stanwyck is also riding 
across the screen there in ‘Shop- 


worn,’ second Columbia flicker to 
play this ace theatre. Current film 
at first considered likely for a 


was 
run at the RKO State-Lake, but 
a last minute decision sent it into 


the B&K spot where the flat rental 
looked sweeter at this time than a 
chance on a percentage run. 

More picture personalities are 
aiding the Oriental, where El Bren- 
del is doing the chuckling, and the 
Palace which has Mitzi Green to 
entice. the kids. Both of these 
auditoriums are doing good if not 
exciting trade this week. 

At the run places things are in- 
digo, from the big McVickers to 
the tiny Roosevelt. All, without an 
exception, are in a state of sus- 
pended animation. On March 26 
they are set to spread with new 
product. Only the State-Lake will 
not switch flicks on that date, be- 
cause of the necessity of shoving a 
new film in this week on Wednes- 
day (23) due to the washout of the 
‘Impatient Maiden’ film in current- 
ly. House tried a new stunt, ad- 
vertising ‘double features,’ the first 
for a first run _ house, Dilling 
‘Maiden’ (U) and ‘Lure of the Ring,’ 
indie fight newsreel-type film, but 
it didn’t help. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85) ‘Shopworn’ (Col) and 
stage show. Barbara Stanwyck and 
Frank Fay on stage in conjunction 
with Stanwyck film; doing heavy 
business; tilting take to $44,000. 
Last week ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par) 
wobbled to sad $30,800. 

McVickers (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85) ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). After flabby opening ses- 
sion to $18,200, won't gather more 
than indicated $10,000 for current 
stay; sticks until 26th when ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par) arrives for 
the post-Lent festival. 


Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85) ‘Disorderly Conduct’ 
(Fox) and stage show. El Brendel 


in the flesh and attracting; will 
hold gross to fair $24,000 for Holy 
Week; theatre having trouble with 
its evenings, having developed too 
much into a matinee spot. Last 
week ‘Wayward’ (Par) and Dorothy 
Mackaill in person, across nicely at 
$28,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 
fireman’ (WB) and vaude. Mitzi 
Green heads show and _ bringing 
youngsters; likely to touch pleas- 
ant $24,000. Last week Kate Smith 
in person established a new high 
by margin of few hundred smacks; 
hit $32,200. ° Flicker was ‘Prestige’ 
(Radio); house has been riding 
crest of loop for consistent grosses 
due to its stage. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K.) (1,500; 
50-75-85) ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G). 
Third week in loop and its second 
week here; wasn’t carded for this 
extra week but B-K decided wasn't 
worth while to bring in a new film 
just for a one-weeker to fill in until 
March 26 when the indie ‘Blonde 
Captive’ is due; ‘Lupin’ did nicely 
On its holdover, $11,100, and cur- 
rently, though dipping to red, holds 


to $7.500. 


State-Lake (RKO) ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U) and ‘Lure of Ring’ 
(indie), Indie flicker is a news 


type five reeler of the fights of Jack 
Dempsey: first billing had the show 
openly plugged as a double feature, 
the initial try in a loop first-run 
1ouse; but U exchange howled, and 
fight flicker then sub-billed as an 
‘added attraction’; doesn’t make 
any difference either way, the gross 
Sliding badly to $14,000 this week. 
W ill change product Wednesday 
(23). ‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) replacing. 


State-Lake’s Dual Bill Billing 
Means Poor $14,000; Chi with 
Stanwyck, Stage-Screen, $44,000 





+ 





United Artists (Publix-UA) 
(1.700; 50-75-85) ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par). 
Filling in until that hoped for 
n igic date of 26th when ‘Sky Dev- 
is’ (UA) arrives; currently slow | 
bace and not aiming higher than | 
. S.Y00, “Greeks’ (UA) had only a 
10-day stay here, taking meaning- | 
less £3,300 last three days. ! 


BROOKLYN LIMP 


$20,000 for ‘Dancers’ at Par—Arliss 
Pretty Good, $17,000, Strand 


srooklyn, March 21, 

Very slow in the downtown houses 
currently. 

Pola Negri has canceled her per- 
sonal appearance at the Par. upon 
physician’s advice, and the Fox, 
backed by big Hearst campaign on 
‘Beast of City,’ is doing just fairly 
with new low admission prices, 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 5-50-75-85) 
—Dancers in Dark’ (Par), and stage 
show. Final week of ‘Bing Crosby 

n stage; a poor $30,000 in the of- 
fing. Last week ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) 
indifferent at $33,900. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Beast’ (M- 
G) and stage show. Slow despite 
heavy selling; prices dropped to 50c. 
top seem to make no difference; 
stage name policy out, relying solely 
on units; about $23,000. Last week 
‘After Tomorrow’ $20,200. 

Albee (3,000; 25-35-50-75)—‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) and vaude. Film’s 
second week fair enough at $23,000. 
First week was a good $30,800. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50)—‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). All right 
at $17,000. ‘Hatchet Man,’ in sec- 
ond week, was oke at $15,700. 

Metropolitan (3,500; 35-50-65)— 
‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Unexciting at $17,000. Last 
week ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) $22,000, 
pretty fair. 


Holy Wk. in Pitt. Won't 
Mean Much by Contrast; 
‘Lupin,’ $25,000, Not Bad 


Pittsburgh, March 21, 


Holy Week doldrums will not be 
too noticeable this year since last 
few sessions locally have been 
miniature Holy Weeks. The Penn 
alone is likely to withstand the 
pinch with ‘Arsene Lupin,’ Barry- 
more brothers indicating fairly de- 
cent showing at $25,000. 

‘Behind the Mask’ and Sammy 
Cohen as a stage name at the Stan- 
ley are unlikely to produce more 
than $18,000; in any other week it 
might be an indication that the 
horror cycle is just about washed 
up. 

Other spots are likewise easing 
off. ‘Heart of New York’ isn’t 
looked to better $6,750 at the War- 
ner, while Davis, with ‘Final Edi- 
tion,’ will be lucky to gather $2,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35- 
50), ‘Final Edition’ (Col). News- 
paper meller is fairly decent pro- 
gram entertainment but lack of cast 
names and seasonal depression will 
result in a weak $2,500. Last week 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) about the 


or 
au- 








same. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 10- 
15-25-35-50), ‘Two Kinds of Wo- 
men’ (Par). Opened not so bad 


but easing off to weak $5,000. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
just under $7,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25), 
‘Secret Witness’ (Col) and ‘Sally of 
the Subway’ (indie). Two feature- 
length mysteries on same bill not 
so hot and looks like $2,500. Last 
week ‘Law and Order’ (U) about 
$2,700. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Barrymore’ brothers 
figured a real draw and expected to 
furnish town’s only real opposition 
to Holy Week decline. Should 
gather $25,000 for fairly decent 
showing. Last week ‘Polly of the 
Circus’ (M-G) and Arthur Tracy 
(The Street Singer) in person gave 
house $28,000, best in some time, 
With draw attributed chiefly to the 
radio name. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Behind the Mask’ (Col) and stage 
show. Picture of the horror-medico 


cycle, looks like poor $18,000. 
Sammy Cohen on stage may help. 
Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) 
around $20,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50), 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB). Mak- 
ing play for Jewish trade with 
Hicly Week keeping the others 
away. May get about $7,000, poor. 
Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 


just over $7,000. 





Kelly Head W. 8B. Dresser 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Orry Kelly, N. Y. de- | 


costume 





signer who has been freelancing 
hereabouts, is new head of the 
dress department at Warners-First 
National 

Sry & is } rl Li } 


‘Union Depot,’ $14,000 
Sole Bright Spot in Den. 


Denver, March 21. 

Typical Colorado snowstorm 
played havoc with the grosses 
Everything batted a consistent 
poorness, 

‘Racing Youth,’ at the Alsddin 
had the best start in a long time. 
but brodied completely when the 
storm hit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Racing Youth’ (U). Fair $5,- 
000. ‘Behind the Mask’ (Col) pleased 
the mystery fans last week and did 
a little over $7,000. 


Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—Union Depot’ (FN), OK $14,000. 
With the two Barrymores as the 
draw, ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) did a 
good $14,700 last week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,060; 25-35-40- 


65)—‘Carnival Boat’ (Rko-Pathe) 
Good $14,000. Helen Twelvetrees no 
draw here and ‘Panama Flo’ (RKO- 
Pathe) only $12,000 last week. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—"The Wiser Sex’ (Par). $8,- 
000, fair. Last week, with Clark 
Gable the accredited draw, ‘Polly oi 
the Circus,’ $8,000. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 20-25-40- 
50)—‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). Poor 
$2,700. ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
turned in a fair $3,500 last week. 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—The_ Silent Witness’ (Fox). 
Poor $6,500. Last week ‘The Expert’ 
(WB) not so expert, and grossed a 
poor $7,000. 


Nice Weather Hurting 
Frisco, but ‘Fireman’ 


Near Record, $17,000 


San Francisco, March 21. 


All the advertising and publicity 
in town is being directed at the kids 
this week. It’s Holy Week, but it’s 
Easter vacation, too. And business 
looks as if it will hold up, although 
the excellent weather is hurting 
everything. 

Loew's Warfield is copping honors 
with a western, ‘Gay Caballero,’ in 
which is a home town boy, George 
O’Brien. On the stage is a circus 
motif. Warners with ‘Fireman’ is 
another bell ringer, coming near the 
record with $17,000 for ‘Fireman,’ 
while the Orpheum with Thurston 
in a second week and a complete 
change of fare is continuing neatly. 

Golden Gate with a 10th anniver- 
sary shovw is a little above average. 
Fox with ‘After Tomorrow’ and 
Paramount with ‘Strangers in Love’ 
just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65), ‘After To- 
morrow’ (Fox) and stage show. No 
draw and $25,000 poor. Last week 
‘Beast of Ciiy’ (M-G) above usual, 
$33,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35- 
60), ‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Tenth anniversary show and 
Harry Barris-Loyce Whiteman add- 
ed to RKO unit, helping to hit but 
$12,500 below average. Last week 
a poor $10,000 on ‘Nice Women’ (U). 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60), 
‘Silent Witness’ and stage show. 
Thurston in second week and 
$15,000, fair. Same total last week 
with ‘Final Edition’ on screen, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-60), 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par). Hard 
one to sell here and $11,000 is all. 
Second week ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) got same figure. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Skv Devils’ (UA) (2d week). Only 
holdover in town and $8,000, pretty 








good. First week slightly over 
$10,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 30-60), 
‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) and stage 


Show. Kids going heavily for this 
and $18,500 indicated, nice. Last 
week ‘No One Man’ under $17,000. 
Warners (1,365; 35-50-60), ‘Fire- 
man’ (WB). Another kid draw and 
$17,000, big. ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) bowed out after three 
weeks to final figure of $7,500. 


Nifty $65,000 for Paramount te 
To Three's a Crowd Tab; Capitol 
And Roxy Limping with $50,000 Each 





The poorest theatrical week of the 





for the Paramount, 


| best 
| others on the big street are in for 


| some suffering. While the Publix 
| deluxer will do $65,000 or better, 
| exe elient, its two strong competi- 


| tors, 


i Roxy and Capitol, will have to 


;}exert themselves to top $50,000. 
| It's the hour-long condensation of 
‘Three's a Crowd,’ last 


season 


Broadway musical hit, that’s bring- 
ing the tidal wave of business to 
the Paramount regardless of the 


biggest natural enemy of the theatre 
at any time of the year. A $5.50 
show at pop prices, with Fred Allen, 
Tamara Geva and others from the 
original show, means unusual pull 
at the boxoffice. This is being all 
the more demonstrated in view of 
the current picture at the Para- 
mount, ‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) 
which elsewhere isn’t proving itself 
above average b.o. 

Biz should be up generally in the 
course of the week as the St. Pat- 
rick’s parade on Saturday and the 
semi-official Fifth avenue 
show on Palm Sunday crimped the 
week-end considerably. 

Publix is particularly interested 
in the possibilities of a musical tab 


(Schwab & Mandel musical), cut 
down for its stage, Publix believes 
a new b.o. stimulant has been 
found. ‘Follow Thru’ will probably 
be the second in at the local Para- 
mount. 

There are no outstanding pictures 
on Popcorn Lane currently, includ- 
ing the Paramount screen feature. 
The Capitol, with its first Marion 
Davies in a long time, ‘Polly of the 
Circus’ (M-G) is weak at under the 
$50,000 figure. Roxy may better that 
figure a little. House has a Tiffany 
release, ‘Hotel Continental,’ which 
started out limply. Capitol right 
along has been devoting much of its 
daily advertising to the coming fea- 
ture ‘Tarzan, Ape Man,’ opening 
Friday (25), half burying ‘Polly.’ 

Mayfair on holdover of ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) will probably 
reach $18,000. This is a little above 
the house’s recent average and in 
view of second week on the air 
talker, RKO is less injured than 
most of the Broadway spots. 

Strand indicates $21,000 on ‘Play 
Girl’ (WB), putting house up a bit 
over recent weeks. Heavy selling 
of picture, with effective local ads 
to incite interest, is believed largely 
responsible for the draw. 

Street’s three run houses get new 
pictures, ‘One Hour With You’ (Che- 
valier) going into Rivoli and Rialto 
on day-and-date engagements to- 
morrow night (Wednesday), and 
‘Crowd Roars’ (FN) debuting to- 
night (Tuesday) at the Winter 
Garden, ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN), 
exiting from the Garden, opens at 
the Warner Friday (25) for second 
run, with this first picture direct 
from run into that house. Usually 
WB shunts Garden run talkers into 
the Strand for a week. 

‘Shanghai Express,’ ending a run 
of a little over four weeks, on going 
out will show a total gross of be- 
tween $175,000 and $180,000, tre- 
mendous. Nut on house has been 
shaved down to around $12,000, 
making ‘Express’ engagement very 
profitable. 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (138th week). ‘Grand Hotel’ 
(Metro) not as yet dated to suc- 
ceed here. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Polly 
of the Circus’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Even with Clark Gable oppo- 
site, Marion Davies isn’t drawing in 
her latest, title of which M-G at 
one time wanted to change to kill 
circus idea. Under $50,000 indicated. 











New Haven Going Strong for ‘Follow 
Thru,’ Tab; May Hit a Smash $20,000 





New Haven, March 21. 
Paramount may go into a smash 
week with the introduction of the 
condensed musical, ‘Follow Thiru,’ 


| despite the general Holy Week fall- 


ing off in 
showed a preview of 
with You’ on double feature 
day (20th) only. 

Roger Sherman cuts currently 
from six to five acts of vaude. 

Epidemic of sickness has crimped 
things locally in past two months. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount also 
‘One Hout 


Sun- 


trade. 


Paramount (Publix) (2,252; 65)— 
‘Hotel Continental’ and miniature 
‘Follow Thru’ will be big, with stage 


edited for $20,000 or better 


show cr 


Last week ‘Strangers tn Love,’ near 
$13,000, 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2.200: 65) 
—‘Ladies of Jury’ and vaude. Feej- 
ing Par competition for moderate 
$9500. Last week ‘High Pressure 
(WR) a fair $9,700. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; §0)—‘She 
Wanted a Millionaire’ and ‘X Maris 
the Spot.’ Headed for fair $9,600 
| Last week ‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G), 
and ‘Final Edition’ (Col.) same fig- 





tient Maiden’ (U) and ‘Steady Com- 

}pany.’ Opened at fair $4,005 rate 
|Last week ‘Freaks’ (M-CG and 
Por Tomorrow’ (Fox) miid at 
1 $5,800, 


ure. 
| Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 60)—‘Irmpa- 


year, Holy Week, will be one of the | 


policy. With New Haven doing! 
record biz with ‘Follow Thru’ 


! 


but all] 


Last week ‘Passionate Plumber,‘ 
iquite low at $43,000 

Paramount (3,664; 40 - 65 - 85) 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and 
stage show. It isn’t the picture but 


style | 


the hour's length condensed ‘Three's 
a Crowd’ (Max Gordon) musical 
that’s filling the till here to tune of 


probable $65,000, possibly more 
This very fine biz for deluxer, espe- 
cially in view of Holy Week. Last 
week ‘Wiser Sex,’ $51,000, fair. 
Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85), ‘One 


Hour With You’ (Par), new Cheval- 
ier, opens tomorrow night (Wednes- 


day), ending slightly over four 
weeks’ stay of ‘Shanghai Express,’ 
big money maker at this site. Last 


week, fourth, ran up to $25,000, and 
would be staying fifth week but for 
day-and-date engagement on Che- 
valier with Rivoli. 

Mayfair (2,200: 35-65-85-$1), ‘Lost 


Squadron’ (Radio) (2d week). At 
$18,000 pretty good, considering 
holdover. The air exhibit garnered 
a first week's gratifying $27,800, 
much higher than this house was 
doing ordinarily even before Lent 
arrived. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1), ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par), with this 
house key run on_ simultaneous 
showing with Rialto, opening to- 


morrow night (Wednesday). Little 


| over two weeks’ run of ‘Sky Devils’ 





| (UA) 





unprofitable. Second seven 
days-of this one $11,900, low. 

Roxy (6,200; 40-65-85-$1), ‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tiff) and stage show. 
This outside booking, Lent and 
other b.o. troubles letting Roxy 
down again to around $50,000, per- 
haps a little better. Last week the 
deluxer reached higher than it has 
lately, dragging down a nice $63,700 
with another outside buy, ‘Beast of 
City’ (M-G). 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1), ‘Play 


Girl!’ (WB). At $21,000 okay and a 
pleasing distance ahead of other re- 
cent incumbents. Picture ingeni- 


ously and heavily sola on New York 
run, that helping a lot. Prior ten- 
ant, ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB), 
$13,700, fair. 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75) ‘The 
Expert’ (WB). On second run after 
Strand showing only $2,000, away 
down. ‘Heart of New York,’ last 
pee: on similar booking, alse 

? O00, 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1) ‘Crowd Roars’ (FN), with Cag- 
ney, opens tonight (Tuesday), suc- 
ceeding ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN), 
which did satisfying business on its 
three and half weeks’ run, final 
week getting $21,000. 


Mont’l Gloomy, Tho Loew’s 
Has $13,000 Opportunity 


Montreal, March 21. 

Holy Week and holdovers make a 
current gloomy prospect. Palae & 
retaining ‘Shanghai Express,’ which 
did fine trade last week, but is 
liable to fade. His Majesty’s is dark 
the first three days, and then runs 
Tony Sarg’s Marionettes. Liable to 
go well in this town where there are 
no amusements for minors under 
16. 

Loew's has Sophie Tucker in per- 
son, but the balance of main stems 
have nothing out of the wav to at- 
tract. Hockey play-offs will fur- 
ther deplete theatre grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 60- 
$1.50). Legit. Tony Sarg’s Mar- 
ionettes (3 days). This will be two- 
a-day. Last week’s three days of 
“Queen's Husband” about $6,000, 
making over $20,000 for 10 days. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Shanghal 








Express’ (Par) (2d week). Just a 
tryout for Easter Week. Maybe 
$10,000. Last week this picture 
topped evervthing, $16,000, fine. 


Capitol (FP) (2.700; 60), ‘Million- 
aire’ (Fox) and ‘The Expert’ (WB). 


May get $9,000. Last week ‘Rue 
Morgue’ (U) and ‘Wayward’ (Par) 
around $11,000, 


Loew's (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Play 


Girl’ and vaude. Possibly $13,000; 
if so, okay. Last week ‘Plumber 
(M-G) nicely at $15,000. 


Princess (CT) (1,600: 35-60), ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) and ‘The Struggle’ 





(UA). Not likely to get much above 
$7,000 Last week ‘Dishonocrable’ 
(t") and ‘The Menace’ (Col) about 
a0 tL 

Imperial (FP) (1,900: 25-40), 
‘Stamboul’ (Par) and ‘Cannonball 
Expre (Tiff). May gross $2,300. 
La wes ‘HH e Divided’ (U) and 
Kidin’ tor Justice’ (Col) about the 
Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 26- 
)», ‘J’risonnier de Mon Coeur 
(rer it}. About average at $1,800, 


Last week ‘Mon Coeur et ses Mile 
(french) $2,000. 
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Arthur Lake, Lille 
Local, Makes Good with 


‘Play Girl’ for $8,800 


Louisville, March 21. 
Spring weather broke on St. 
trick’s eve and business at 
atres picked up after 10 days 
cold weather. All managers 
trying to cash in with spring 
tivals. Personal appearance Ar- 
thur Lake’ Kentucky boy, is help- 
ing the Rialto to a good showing. 
Harry Martin in New York get- 
ting optimistic over ng 
Easter plans. National theatre is 
ready for reception of No. 1 
company, although Wright did 
badly with Mary Anderson 
summer, 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60), 
sene Lupin’ (MGM). $6,500 
for Holy Week. Last week 
smith’ (U), $8,800, oke. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) 
35-50), ‘Business’ and 
(WB). $4,400, not bad. 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par), $5,300. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 
50-60), ‘Play Girl’ (FN) and 
Lake in person, $8,800, 
Last week ‘Dancers in 
$8,230. 


Brown (2,100; 


of 


yin 


stock 


the 


‘Ar- 
good 
‘Arrow- 


(1,865; 25- 
Pleasure’ 
Last week 


35- 
Arthur 
not 
Dark’ (Par), 
20-30-40) ‘Prestige’ 
(Radio). Weak with $3,000. Last 
week ‘Fireman Save My Child’ 
(WB) $5,200, alright. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25-40), ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par). Slow at 
$2,265. Last week ‘Murders in Rue 
Morgue’ bad with $2,150. 


HOLY WK. OK IN PHIL.; 





the > 4 % 
ake Pe a 
mae 
ry i rv > 





ie 


The Mastbaum started very 
briskly with ‘Polly of the Circus,’ 
most of the credit being ascribed 
to Clark Gable’s following. He was 
billed. here far more prominently 
than Marion Davies. Nothing much 
in the way of a stage show but the 
combination is expected to gross 
$46,000 or better. 

‘Greeks Had a Word For 
people are using ‘It’ and not ‘Them’ 
in all billing here) is expected to 
gross $19,000 at the Boyd, and the 
Fox, despite some pannings, figures 
at $16,000 with ‘Shop Angel’ on the 
screen and Eva Tanguay on the 
stage, 

‘Lost Squadron,’ almost $20,000 on 
its first week at the Stanley, should 
get $14,000 or close to it this week, 
while ‘Beast of the City,’ which also 
exceeded expectations in first week 
at the Stanton, should achieve 
$9,000. 

The Earle has ‘Heart of New 
York’ on the screen and six vaude- 
ville acts and ought to get $18,000, 
while Keith's, with Pola Negri in 

‘A Woman Commands’ seems set for 
around $9,000. 

‘No One Man’ figures for $4,000 
at the Karlton, 


to “LIMES ved = Tish 
nibpey> of; the “dew mae na 
nyuser bec ause Of “Some, a Be 


films. 


It’ (S-W 


Little Arcadia. 

‘The Hatchet Man’ follows 
Squadron’ at the Stanley 
Chevalier’s ‘one Hour With 
comes to the Boyd after 
Greeks.’ The Mastbaum gets 
the Doctor’ next and 
City’ holds over at the Stanton. 


Estimates for This Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
*Polly of the Circus’ (M-G). Clark 
Gable given all the best of it in 
billing and his following expected 


to give house a good week. 
briskly Friday and $46,500 expected. 


Last week ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 


pulled $47,000. 
Stanley (3,700: 


Squadron’ (Radio). Held 


ingly strong $19,000, ought to get 
$14,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—'Greeks 
Had a Word For It’ (UA). Middling 
notices and some doubt about its 
making grade for second week; 
around $19,000 likely. ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G) got $13,500 in second 
week, 


Fox (3,000: 
(Tower) and Eva 


tox) ast week ‘After Tomorrow’ Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65) ‘Ex- 

OX) With aid of Farrell draw got lorers of the Vorld.’ a 
$14,300. pl ‘ers re = World. Travel 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Beast of | Ticker mild at $8,000. Last week 
the City’ (M-G). Surprised by pull- greg — (U) disappoint- 
ing power and was held over; noth- 5 ei date a ‘ 
ing sensational but $11,000 - _pfeith- Boston (4,000; 35-50) ~Big 
okay. Probably $8,000 this week. rimer and Sue Carol and Nick 

Earle (2,000: 25-65)—‘Heart of | Ttuart on stage. Headed for $18,000. 
New York’ (WB) and vaude. Smith | St week ‘Carnival Boat’ and Irene 
and Dale comedy should get $18,000. Rich in person fair at $16,800, 
‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe) only $17,000 Uptown (2.200; 35-50-60)—‘Fire- 
last week. | man Save My Child’ (WB). Not 

Keith’s (1,800: 80-40-50) A | over $8,500. Last week ‘Shanghai 
Woman Commands’ (Radio). Some | Express’ in second stanza fair, 
nasiy pans and expects no es, | $6.000 
than §8.590 ‘Girl of the Rio’! Secollay (Vaudfilm)—‘Dancers in 
(Radio) weak at $7,500. ithe Dark’ (Par) and Karl Dane in 

Karlton (1,600; 50)—‘No One] person Over $16,000 looked for 
Man’ (Par). $4,200 pace mild, ‘Lady | Last week ‘Millionaire’ (Fox), poor, 
With a Past’ (Par) strong at $5,300, | $8,000, 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Two Kinds of | State (4,000; 5 -35-60)—‘ Arsene 
Women’ (Par) ought to get $3,000.) Lupin’ (M-G). The sJarrymores 
‘Emma’ (M-G) got neat $3,500 last |shenld better $18,000 Last week 
week. Sky Devils’ (UA) did $12,000, 





Pa- 


PROV. CAN TAKE IT 


Albee Plugging for $8,000 and Fay’s 
$5,500—Biz "Way Off 


Providence, March 21, 
Every spot in town hit this week. 


only cheerful spots are the Albee 
and Fays, both playing vaude, but 
here, too, Holy Week has calmed 





the- 


last } 
| keep moving 


bad. | 


_ GABLE PULLS $46, 000). 


and ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ ought to get $3,000 at the 


‘Lost 
and 
You’ 
‘The 
‘Alais 
‘Beast of the 


Started 


35-50-75)—‘Lost 
in a 
second week on strength of sur pris- 


35-50-75)—‘Shop Angel’ 
Tanguay on stage. 
Panned and will be very low, around 


things considerably. 
Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15- 60) ‘Im- 
patient Maiden’ (U) and vaude. 
House will lead with at least $8,000 
for. Last week ‘Behind the 
Mask’ (Col) and Paul Whiteman 
set new record policy at $15,- 
500; five sh a day over weekend. 
DO) 


looked 


for 
OWS 
‘Police Court’ 
vaude. Managing to 
and should reach $5,- 
500; fair considering everything. 
Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
nice at $7,500. 
Loew’s State 


Fay’s (3,000; 15 
(Mono) and 


(3.700; 20-50-75) 
‘Plumber’ (M-G). Nothing to in- 
dicate house can go over $10,000. 
Last week ‘Arsene J upin’ (M-G) 
couldn't pull over fair $14,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) and‘Avalanche.’ 
Probably not over $6,500. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
and ‘Cross Examination’ oke at 
$9,200. 

Paramount (2,000; 
House. Compares favorably 
other film fare in town, but seems 
hardest hit through no fault of 
house; will not exceed very weak 
$5,000. Last week ‘Dancers in 
Dark’ (Par) oke at $7,500. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35) ‘Law 
and Order’ (U) and ‘Discarded 
Lovers.’ Doésnit~ anticipate .any- 
thing over $2,000. ‘Last week ‘The 
Menace’ (U) and ‘Woman Com- 
mands,’ (Radio) just managed to 
B $3,000. . 


15-50) ‘Hell's 


with 


move along 











; Birmingham; March: 1: i 

Business ‘is slightly up, weathér 
improving after a week of cold and 
rain. ‘Arrowsmith’ is doing mod- 
erately while double features at the 
class RKO Ritz is putting them 
through the turnstiles. 

‘Dance Team,’ at the 
also strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-50) 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). Great picture 
but no records likely to fall, $7,800. 


Empire is 


Last week ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) over big, $8,400. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Car- 
nival Boat’ (Col) and ‘Behind the 
Mask’ (Col). Tickling the toes of 
the boxoffice cashiers; double fea- 
tures pulling, $6,000. Last week 
‘Law and Order’ (U) and ‘Impa- 


tient Maiden’ (U) got a nice hunk 
of $6,200. 

Strand (BTAC) (8,000; 25-40)— 
‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G). Likely to get 
around $2,000. Last week ‘Tonight 
or Never’ (UA), $2,200. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Strong $4,900. 
Last week ‘Local Boy Makes Good’ 
(FN) fair, $4,300. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Woman From Monte Carlo’ (FN) 
first half week and ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN) second half. Fair 
week, $950. Last week ‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) and ‘Ruling Voice’ 
(FN), around $1,000, 





Stuart-Carol Help ‘Big 
Timer,’ Boston, $18,000 


Boston, March 21. 
_ The Keith-Boston, headlined by 
Nick Stuart and Sue Carol, is the 


attraction that ought to chase the 
ghost out of Holy Week, always a 
tough one on the fllickers, with only 
one legit opened. Several of the 
film houses should keep out of the 
red. 
Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75) ‘Dis- 
orderly Conduct’ (Fox). Good flicker 
but stage show weak, $25,000 ex- 
pected. Last week ‘Dancers in the 
Dark’ (Par) and Lilyan Tashman 
on stage, good $35,700. 

Paramount (Publix) 
50-60) ‘Fireman Save 
(WB). Joe E. Brown 
for $12,000. Last 
Express’ (Par) 
mild at $12,500. 


(1,800: 35- 
My Child’ 
draw good 
week ‘Shanghai 
units third stanza 





K. C. FULL OF TWIN BILLS 
‘GREEKS,’ $14,000, MILD 





Kansas City, March 21. 
Loew's Midland with ‘Greeks’ 
caught the fancy of the femmes, 
while ‘After Tomorrow,’ with 


Charles Farrell strong featured, ap- 


pealed to the younger set at the 
Liberty, but both eased off. 
Pantages continues with its 


double bill policy for the final week 


before going stage band and vaude- 
ville but the bargain offerings have 


not aided greatly. 





| be 


lots of the doctor stuff already 
shown ahead him, didn’t Ip, 
36,500: Tat = Wa Token «Tai y” 


Liberty (1,000; 25-50). ‘After 
Tomorrow (Fox). Weak, $3,500. 
Mast week, ‘Dancers ; in: the 19 
> 


Bh aoe 


Maki Mula 





Since coming under the Skouras 
inner the local Fox-Midland resi- 
dentials, with the exception of the 
three de luxe houses (Uptown, 
Plaza and Apollo) have also gone 
double bill and the customers are 
sure getting a lot of footage for 
their money. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50) 

‘The Greeks Had a Word for Them’ 
A.) “They started out as work- 

ing girls and ended working men,’ 
was the way this one was sold and 
the risque angle excited interest, 
but $14,000, only mild. Last week 
‘Arsene Lupin’ drew nice comment 
from the press and nice trade, 
$16,400. 
Main Street 
‘The Silent Witness’ 
(Fox). The regular 
like their mystery stuff, but $14,000, 
not so hot. Last week ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ not so hot, $14,500. 
Newman (1,890; 25-35-50) ‘Alias 
the Doctor’ (F. ND. Barthelmess 
has been surefire here for years but 


(3,200; 25-35-50-60) 
and vaudeville 
Mainstreeters 











(Par.) $8,000. 











Det. Sluffing This Wk.; 
‘Dancers’-Nagel, $26,000 


Detroit, March 21. 

Holy Week is the usual reason 
for the bad business. 

‘Hotel Continental’ and Conrad 
Nagel in person are the only spots 
not very bad. Everybody is getting 
ready for big things next week. 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-60-75) 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and 
Conrad Nagel in person. A little 
activity here but far from forte. 
Will break even at $26,000. Last 
week ‘Polly of the Circus’ -G), 
$31,100. 

Fox (5,100; 15-2 


(M 


5-50) ‘Hotel Conti- 


nental’ (Tiff). Nice exploitation help- 
ing but poor at $16,000. Last week 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ well liked and 
did a fair $24,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-60-75) 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par). Plenty weak 
this week and way down in the 
cellar with $9,000. Last week ‘Play 
Girl bad at $11,600. 

Downtown (2.750; 15-25-50)—Ex- 
plorers of the World’ (Indie). Doing 


about $8,000. 
(U) 


fair for the conditions, 
Last week ‘Impatient Maiden’ 
poor at $9,000. 


United Artists (2,018; 15-35-60-75- 


90)—‘The Wiser Sex’ (Par). Just 
another picture to fill in till after 
Lent and doing accordingly; lucky 
to get $7,500. Last week ‘Man Who 


Played God’ fair in its second week 
at $8,900. 
Paramount (3,448; 
‘Final Edition’ (Col). 
$7,000. Last week ‘Shopworn’ 
Disappointing at $9,900. 


Seattle Credits Gable 
For ‘Polly’s’ $13,500 


91 


15-35-60-75)— 
Lucky to top 
(Par). 







, seatti@ arch 2 
Clark Gable is bein given local 












Does Fa ell 


tse, “Aa~ = en 

BALE } ay 
5 doh ¥¢ anmén rts 
trying to: fevivé a eS nom 
he is: making some headw av"Should 
get around $5,000. Last ~ eek, ‘Be- 
hind the Mask’ (Col) and ‘Stepping 


Sisters’ (Fox), $4,800. 

Apollo (1,200; 35) ‘Road to Life.’ 
Russian film causing some com- 
ment, but $900 bad. Last week 


‘Comrades of 1918’ $1,200. 





Newark Convinced It’s 
Just One of Those Wks. 


Newark, March 21. 
Nothing much hoped for any- 
where this week and no great draw- 
ing cards. Film houses are simply 
waiting for the week to pass. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and unit. 





Probably won’t cross $10,000. Last 
week ‘Heart of New York’ (WB) 
disappointed at $11,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 


‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) and ‘Cock 
of Air’ (UA). Two first runs an 
ordinary $4,000. Last week ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) and ‘Men in Her 
Life’ swall at $5,900. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘TFive- 
Year Plan’ (Russian), First Russian 
here. this season and heavily ex- 
ploited; will click at maybe better 
than $1,800. Last week ‘Drei Tage 
Mittelarrest’ (Capitol) and ‘Die Pri- 
vatsekretarin’ (Capitol), on split, 
bad at $800. 

Loew’s State 2,780; 30-50)— 
‘Greeks’ (UA) and vaude. Will be 
satisfied with $14,500. Last week 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) okay, $18,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-40)— 
‘Millionaire’ (Fox). Looks very 


dreary at $3,500. Last week ‘Im- 

patient Maiden’ (U) but $3,100, 
Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 

25-50-60)—‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) and 


vaude. Gilda Gray in person opened 
well, but can hardly hope for over 
$14,500. Last week ‘Strangers in 
Love’ (Par) $13,500, weak. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Nothing to draw and a limp 
$13,000. Last week ‘Law and Order’ 
(U). with Texas Guinan on stage, 
good at $19,900. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—Hatchet Man’ (WB) and ‘One 
Man Law’ (Col) with ‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (RKO) and ‘Private Scan- 
dal’ (Headline) on_= split. With 
Prince Hari, psychic, added ought to 
get near $4,000. Last week ‘Way- 
ward’ (Par) and ‘Texas Cyclone’ 
(Col) with ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB) and ‘South of Santa Fe’ 
(Sono-Art), split, over $3,400. 


COKELL CO-ORDINATES 


depart- 
Publix 


of 
by 


Further 
ments 


cementing 


has been effected 





budget 
W. B. 


of all 
under 


concentration 
work 


in the 
| statistical 
Cokell, 

Known as the Budget and Statis- 
jt division, the consolidation 

all statistical groups, taking 
| ection, distribution (domes- 
tic foreign), theatre 
and departments. 


ics enmi- 
braces 
in produ 
operation 


Cokell has 


and 
other 








=" Polly of ‘Giréys’ 


eredit for helping Marion Davies’ 
Peony of; ihe aire Us. shold to..a, fajr. 
ov. j “$i. S 


“ies 
zs mee) 
see oF, TINS; 
#t ‘ Avene, -Foxy*'¢ 23405 a 
AM-G).* $135; 










not bad. Last week ‘Arsene L upin’ 
(M-G), with week with the two 
Barrymores and with Betty Comp- 
son on stage in person; $15,000, 
good. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 


‘Ladies of the Jury’ (Radio). $8,000. 
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SOME NEW LOWS INN. 0.; 
‘BUSINESS’ BEST, $12,000 


New Orleans, March 21. 
Poorest business in years is evie 
dent in the local houses currently 
with several striking new all-time 
lows. Saenger with ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ is something ahead of the 





others but returns generally are 
brutal, 
Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,000; 60) ‘Business ana 
Pleasure’ (Fox). Will Rogers still 
has local cohorts and week looks 
like $12,000; not bad considering, 
Last week ‘Greeks’ drew a _ poor 
$10,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60) ‘Dancers 
in the Dark’ (Par). Struggling to 
pitiful grosses with not more than 
$9,000 apparent. Last week ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G) garnered a nice 
$14,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60) ‘Ladies of 
the Jury’ (Radio). Suffering with 
the rest and will only get $7,000. 


Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 


did $9,000. 


Strand (1,800; 50) ‘Wayward’ 
(Par). Very light and may reach 
$2,000. Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(WRB) did $2,200. 

Tudor (800; 35) ‘Disorderly Cone 
duct. Maybe $2,500. Last week, 
‘Gay Caballero,’ $2,000, also bad. 


Ed Roberts On Stories 


Ed Roberts has left Paramounte 
Publix to join the story department 
of Columbia at the Coast studios. 

Roberts was assistant to Lem 
Stewart, publicity, with the theatre 
circuit. 
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DO 
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hs 


*10 ai Ly S,. 
okay at around $7,100. 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35)— 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par), and ‘She Ww anted 
a Millionaire’ (Fox), double header 
continues at half price, $5,000 not 
bad. vast week ‘Dancers in Dark’ 
(Par) and ‘Cheaters at Play’ (lox), 
weak with $4,200. 


95 














ing that the shares already have 
gone a long way to discount condi- 
tions. <All but one of the stocks 
concerned (Loew) are, and long have 
been, off a dividend basis. The point 
is that with Paramount bonds on a 
yield basis of around 12%, for in- 
stance, there is little incentive to 
play with the stock, even at a price 
below 8. The Warner convertibles, 
by the way, were on a price-yield 
basis at the Saturday close of near- 
ly 25% a year, a figure that does 
not invite confidence. Whatever the 
significance, it was noted that the 





heen with the company for years. 





; 4as eek, ‘Impatient Maiden’ a 
¢U). Sense saith, = Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 35-50)— 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25) | ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G). Hot release 
—‘Play Girl’ (WB). $3,000, good.| after a good week at the Fifth Ave., 
Last week ‘Yellow’ (Col.) okay at|slower than anticipated with $4,000, 
$2,800. Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G), and ‘Core 
Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-50)! sair’ (UA), split week, around $2,600. 
(Continued from page 7) original hands of RCA, Last quoe 

tation was 90. 

corresponding stocks, even assum- Deduction from the surrounding 


situation and from the action of 
both the bond and stock tickers, is 
that for the present the drift looks 
lower with perhaps resistance at the 
February bottoms and perhaps in- 
termittent rallies based on news dee 
velopments. General market seems 
to be in for a professional trading 
affair, with fairly even chances of 
at least one period of acute weake 
ness during which the former 1932 
lows will be challenged and may be 
violated. Whether the amusements 
will sink to new bear market lows 
is a <uestion, since most of them al- 


new RKO debentures did not appear !|ready seem to be selling at a level 
in trading all week, possibly be-|to discount almost the worst that 
cause the bulk of that issue is in‘ can happen. 
Summary for week ending Saturday, March 19: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
——1932——~ 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. L. ast. for wk. 
214 2 300 Americas Beats vicccs covecsce eee 2% 2% “ + 4 
5% 3% 1,600 Consol, Film.......sececcees ee 3% 34 — % 
11% 8S 1,900 Consol, Film pfd. (2)....ee00. ss 10% 9% 9% -1% 
87% 68) 103,700 Eastman Kodak (5). .ccece . 81 73% 79% —6 
5% 24 eS Ree ee eee 3% 3% 3%- — 6 
838% 285% 167.100 Gen. Elec. (1)....sc00 sccccscces SUH 35 3512 2% 
1% xy 5,900 Gen. Thea, Eq. m...ccces ereeree 19 % % 
25 20 ossee BROCHE PTOL. (7) cccccecse eccccccces ee ee 20 bid 
34 23% Le. eae Serer rere Te - 30% 28 238%  —1% 
72 57 2) oe, a ee eee 70 69% 69% 
3% 2% 300 Madison Sq. Garden.....es. coves 31 3% 3% - 
221, 18 3,200 Met-eGe pref, (1.8D) cccccccccces ° 1156 18 18 —3 
14% 6 ) I, rr rr 10 7% 7% 
11% 6% GRyGNe TINO 66 s-06b cease cbuncnsces 9% 7% 7 -— 
1 ay HOO Pathe Exchange...cccceccscecs . a) 5% s 
5% 1% See SUROO, ClOMN Aiccicccscscecsser ° 3% 3 3% ‘ 
105% 4 116,500 Radio EDs cc cvcccseesesocsese . 8 6% 7 _— 
7 2% TE NN Foo ck cccad ccbcodsci¥oiess . 4% 3% 3% 11% 
1% 1g «+++. Shubert pion enaduabetecssceus . -« ve % bid 
50 87 20 Universal pref. (8).ccccccccsces » 2 46 46 
435 2 oF et A ee ee ee 2% 2 21 78 
20 " Loo Do pref ; 2 13 13 13 
35% 197 123,900 Westinghouse (2.50)......cecce0s 297% 261 2 314 
1% 4 BOO SORE MAG oc 006s cacedeese ° ° % 4 ‘ - 
CURB 
6% F; woe Cermmbin Pate. ine a6 cksdsdiccce e 7% 7 7 2 
7% 1,400 2. eS © Sa ee een ° 74% 7 7 3 
1% ‘8 3,200 De Forest Ra@lo...ccccccscece ° 1 7% ‘s 
1% 2,10) Fox Theatres. ; Sentinessaces . 58 Ly i - % 
13% Be G00 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf..ccccccccccce 1s , 
35% 1% oe MO, ee ra or 26 1% i% =— % 
214 1 Spee SUE, Bick cess. cwaace save ° 2 1% 17% % 
BONDS 
7% 1 2.000 *Gen. The Bq. "40. cccccscccece . -'2 1 ~ , 
63 +2 () Keith G's, °46 Cb eecesoceseses ° 10% 4% His 4 
™) ity 0, 00 Loew 6 Redes 69.6065860066008 SO14 SO S7 -* 
x0) nu 1444) Pathe 7's Cites 465046506060008%0 75 75 7 ? 
60 $4 13.000 F Far k i's ics edews my! D1 eo | 4 
5) 37 + ‘wy Put Fiewecvereseseos 513 47 +7 ‘ 
31, 114 Fe a errant 14 114 1 a 
40 20 HOO Wat I s. t's PFET TTTTTTT 31 =) ~ ‘ 
er ‘ , 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
All Quoted for Saturday 
Bid Ashe 
23, 5 R s s Mu cccccoccesecooce ere as ee es 
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a ° Youw’re going to do the biggest business you’ve 
| ever done in all your life when you play—the 


greatest entertainment natural ever made... 
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MAURICE 


BEV A LE EK ER 


Starring in a veree gr-rand picture 


‘RBREITSCH 


PRODUCTION 
oR witn You 


LL 
LAN CLLE 


M<c DONALD 


GENEVIEVE TOBIN 


CHARLIE RUGGLES © ROLAND YOUNG 


A fortune in any depression! “One Hour With You”. The most definite 
dollar-pulling picture you’ve ever had! Chevalier was never better. The 
story is swell. The lyrics and music are a treat. Everything in it is PS 
entertainment! You will demand this one for extra playing time—and 
you'll gather in extra profits in a big way! You'll see! Directed by 
Ernst Lubitsch. From a play by Lothar Schmidt. Music by Oscar Straus. 
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Talking Shorts 








BENNY RUBIN 
‘The Perfect Suitor’ 
Comedy 
17 Mins. 
St ‘and, N. v. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1344-45 

Mostly a waste of Benny Rubin’s 
dialect comedy talents, but man- 
ages to drag out enough laughs to 
give it a pass for programs of B 
houses and down. 

Rubin does a clothier-tailor who 
opens against opposition from a 
racketeer - operated establishment 
and plenty trouble. Majority of 
comedy is woven around breaking 
of his windows, a fairly funny se- 
quence in which the opposition 
tears clo’hes apart under guise of a 
potential customer and an at- 
tempted robbery. The holdup, 
erashing Rubin’s safe at night, with 
Rubin posing as one of his clothing 
store dummies under difficulties, 
builds up for a moderate laugh fin- 
ish. 

Romantic interest is injected 
through Rubin’s ittentions and 
later marriage to a cop’s daughter, 
witn he and the cop cashing in on 


a fat reward following the robbery 
attempt. Girl played feebly by 
Marjorie Hines. Racketeer rival 


done by Warren Hymer in a tough 
but otherwise unimpressive man- 
ner, Char, 


‘BELIEVE IT OR- NOT’ 
With Robert Ripley 
NOVELTY 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone No. 1336 

Another highly interesting episode 
into the curious discoveries of Rob- 
ert Ripley. More varied than some 
from the cartoonist in that material 
includes variety of bits, mostly do- 
mestic. 

Ripley shows articles of oddity to 
a young lady who asks questions, 
also inquiring if she knew that so- 
and-so, etc., action cutting to object 
of his explanation. It’s piece work 
cleverly assembled for picture audi- 
ences. 

Floating rock, lace tree, black egg, 
mummified head and other objects 
are shown by Rip in his hali of curi- 
osities, camera going outside for 
male sewing circle in the south, big- 
hoofed Wisconsin lad, armless Ar- 
kansas wonder, and other objects. 

Only one bit from abroad, that 
from Morocco, where they try to 
cure headaches in a strange fashion. 
Inserted in short, which is reduced 
down to its meat, are pictures of 
odd epitaphs on tombstones, and 
cartoons of Sir Thomas Moore, 
whose hair turned while overnight, 
and others. Char. 





‘CITY OF FAITH’ 

Travelog 

18 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. ; 
Talking Picture Epics 

An overlong survey of Palestine 
which is partly saved by an intelli- 
gently written lecture nicely record- 
ed and clearly enunciated. 

It starts with the creation of the 
world, for no particular reason, and 
works into the Holy Land with most 
of the villages mentioned in the old 
and new Testaments, but with espe- 
cial stress upon Jerusalem and its 
various shrines of Christianity, 
which somewhat limits its useful- 
ness, but makes it available as a 
Lenten offering. 

It would make a much better im- 
pression if cut into a single reel, in- 
cluding the elimination of a couple 
of hundred feet of unnecessary main 
title and tag. 

Very little of the photography is 
up to standard, and most of it sug- 
gests that the cameraman forgot to 
make proper allowance for the 
greater light intensity in the sub- 
tropical area. Not helped, either, by 
being thrown on the wide screen, 
which magnifies its defects. 





‘NORTHERN INDIA’ 
E. M. Newman Traveltalks 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1249 

Many travelogs of India and out- 
posts have been made, but none 
dwell so intently on importance of 
its temples, architecturally and 
otherwise, as ‘Northern India.’ That 
alone in this short makes it very 
agreeably engrossing material. 

Cook's tour extends from Bombay 
into the hill country near the border 
of Tibet and, in addition to India’s 
outstanding temples and palaces, 
devotes much to the River Ganges 
and its traditions. Well made with 
accompanying dialog not ——” 

ar, 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Over Bounding Main’ 
8 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

This is the nearest thing to a 
Plug seen in a long time. It is 
semi-advertising for a Bermuda 
Steamship line. That no mistake 


will be made, the name of the ves- 
sel is semi-closeupped at the start. 
Picture paints life aboard this ship 
then 
‘war 


Waly. 


in far more glowing colors 
could be accomplished by 
literature, 


DEMPSEY RETURNS 
Clips; 18 Mins. 
Pantages, Hollywood 


Independent 
Cognizant of the interest in Jack 


Dempsey’s comeback try, Arthur 
Wenzel, theatre press agent, and 
Curtis Benton, radio announcer, 


have assembled all clips available 
on Dempsey’s ring career for an in- 
teresting 25 minutes of footage ac- 
companied by Benton’s dubbed com- 
ment. 

As an actual record the film is 
lacking, being prohibited by con- 
tract holders from including the two 
most important fights—Dempsey’s 
acquisition of the title from Jess 
Willard and his loss of it to Gene 
Tunney. Included are clips of 
Dempsey in training, the Carpentier 
pushover, Firpo Melee, Sharkey 
mauling and the futile second match 
\ th Tunney, the fleet. 

Photography, because of age, is 
necessarily poor, but the recorded 
comment is good. Film can be 
booked safely as a filler in view of 
Dempsey’s popularity. Bang. 


‘AUFFORDERUNG ZUM TANZ’ 
(‘Invitation to the Dance’) 
Ballet Dance 

7 Mins. 

Little Carnegie, N. Y. 


Ufa 


Music for this short was played 
by the Berlin Symphony Orchestra 
and the ballet danced by the Berlin 
State Opera ballet. Considering 
which, it is surprisingly bad, even 
supposing a short subject showing 
nothing more than a ballet dance 
had a chance, 

Carl Maria von Weber’s music is 
played here so fortissimo that it’s 
almost startling. Eugen Rex leads 
the ballet dance and is just a bit 
too willowy. Making it a bust even 
for arty houses, only ones where it 
would have a chance. 

No dialog, permitting it to be 
shown to American audiences with- 
out regard to the foreign angle, 

Kauf. 





‘SCREEN SNAPSHOTS’ 
Novelty Newsreel 
5 Mins. 
Translux 
Columbia 

Every edition of this ‘newsreel’ 
has an incoming train. Latest re- 
lease has Pola Negri returning to 
make ‘her first talking picture.’ 

Stag and beach clubs, latter af- 
fording chance to introduce a host 
of names, are included. Most amus- 
ing is a brief glimpse of Joe Prown 
in a baseball game, Waly. 





‘CURIOUSITIES’ 
Comedy, 10 Mins. 
Translux 
Columbia 

A cat that was bequeathed a 
house, an estate and a maid, is the 
most unusual in this batch. Part 
= the owner’s will is read into the 
film, 

Bombay cows, Wyoming’s whist- 
ling trees, liquid air and the world’s 
largest bible are the rest. Waly. 








Miniature Reviews | 





‘Play Girl’ (WB). Below 
average programmer that will 
need extreme selling and ex- 
ploitation playing up juicy 
angles lent »y story. Loretta 
Young at her best, but re- 
strained through poor part of 
opposite, unwisely built up as 
unsympathetic. If over house 
averages, will be due to ex- 
ploitation pressure. 

‘Hoted Continental’ (Tiff). 
Thin plot and indifferent act- 
ing, but should get over in a 
large way on the minor runs. 


‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). 
Intriguing title and cast of 
names that should mean some- 
thing on the marquee. Dance- 
hall comedy-melo only fair for 
Times Square, looks sure-fire 
in the hinterland. Satisfactory 
material for all grades behind 
the key deluxers. 


‘Polly of the Circus’ (Metro). 
Marion Davies and Clark 
Gable. Combination probabl) 
will slide talker through, al- 
thoigh frail entertainment 
with both leads miscast. 

‘Carnival Boat.’ Not a show- 
boat story but a lumber camp 
drama with some smashing 
scenes and excellent comedy 
relief. Bill Boyd and Ginger 
Rogers have the support of an 
unusually good cast. 

‘Cossacks of the Don’ (Am- 
kino). Russian film sans prop- 
oganda and with a love story. 
Terrible. Not much money 
chance even in highly patriotic 
Russ nabes. 














PLAY GIRL 


Warner Bros. production and release. Di- 
rected by Ray Enright. From original by 
Maurine Watkins; adaptation and dialog 
by Maude Fulton. Film editor, Owen 
Marks, Photography by Gregg Toland. 
Co-features Loretta Young and Norman 
Foster. At Strand, N. Y., week starting 
March 17. Running time, 60 mins. 


BusteP .cccccccccccccecoccelAretta Young 







Georrine eseode «- Winnie Lightner 
Wallle ceccce ee-Norman Foster 
Finkelwald .. eseee.-Guy Kibbee 
Elmer .eccces Sececoes James Ellison 
Moffatt....... «+-Edward Van Sloan 
Sarcastic Girl.....+ee....-Dorothy Burgess 





A department store clerk’s strug- 
gles against adversities of romance 
form the basis of this one, with ex- 
pectant motherhood in the face of 
a missing husband trying to drag 
in dramatic appeal. It’s turgid 
screen material, tediously drawn 
out to feature length and saved as 
mild program material mainly by 
its gags, 

Had more stress been laid on the 
love interest and less on laughs, 
with Winnie Lightner absent from 
the cast, there wouldn’t have been 
anything left to ‘Play Girl’ except 
an elementary romantic lure, bad 
enough as it is with the humor fig- 
ured in to cover up. Even that at 
times weakens, with some of the 
gags lacking any nearness of 
punch. 

Warner Bros. is selling the pic- 
ture very effectively on this en- 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Tingle-Tangle’ (New Era). German ladies will exclaim over the cute- 
ness of ‘Schlumsi, the Wonder Dog,’ but they’ll find cheap, amateurish 
technique a severe strain on their patriotic support of native product. 





‘Hotel Continental’ (Tif)—Melodrama woven into the background of a 
metropolitan hotel awakens feminine interest in the colorful locale prom- 


ised by its title. 


Cheap production limits sustained enjoyment to un- 


critical fanettes who are content with obvious dialog and dry, workman- 


like performances. 





‘Tempest’ (UFA). 


Jannings getting a dirty deal from a blonde dame 


again, pictured with simplicity, directness, Teutonic realism and strong 


suspense-laden climaxes, 
of the ‘art’ theatres. 


Engrossing stuff for the discriminating ladies 





‘Play Girl’ (W.B.) 


Falsely titled and illogically developed story of 


young marriage cracking up because the husband gamble., made into 
good femme entertainment by Loretta Young’s straightforward and 


sympathy-winning performance. 
office draw. 


Holds interest but lacks intrinsic box 





‘Carnival Boat’ (RKO-Pathe). 


Lumber camp romance palls for the 


ladies as the camera devotes itself to close-ups of falling timber, camp 
brawls, raging torrents and escaping locomotives. 





‘Cossacks of the Don’ (Amkino). 


feminine patronage. 


Lengthy Russian romance, clumsily 
told and interrupted by over-acted close-ups. 


Holds no inducements to 





‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). 


An attractive title, a potentially interest- 


ing dance-hall locale, and a cast that audiences could like in a big way, 


reduced to just another picture by 


a muddled love story clumsily de- 


veloped and directed, seeking excitement in vain from primer grade 


crook stuff. 





‘Polly of the Circus’ (MGM). 


The Cinderella story In one of its more 
lifeless, unreal, and outmoded aspects. 


Direction fails to put over the 


Davies personality, leaving a box office handicap that Gable single- 


handed, and burdened with an unromantic role, can't overcome. 





The 


ladies will make it only a moderate grosser at best. 


plenty. At best, ‘Play Girl’ isn’t 
| going to top house averages by 
| very much, if at all. It’s selling, 


|; drawing people to see a not quite 
| up to average programmer, is what 


A major difficulty is that Foster 
is introduced as an unsympathetic 
character and built up thusly so 
strong for purposes of the story 
that he never recovers. Natural 
audience reaction will be the de- 
| sire to see Foster replaced as the | 


1; Hero, 


| but 


gagement. In the daily ads and 
other matter the house is telling 
enough of the stofy to suggest 


will count. 

Loretta Young has a very sym- 
pathetic role as the department 
store slavey who, unknown to her, 
marries a chap living on gambling. 
She squeezes out of her assignment 


more than it would ordinarily af- 
ford for the average actress, but 


Norman Foster, with a bad part, is 
considerably handicapped, 


Dancers in the Dark 


(With Songs) 


Paramount production and release. Feae 











tures Miriam Hopkins. Directed by David 
Burton. Sub-featured players are Jack 
Oakie, William Collier, Jr., and Lyda Ro- 
berti. Story by J. A. Creelman; adaptors, 
Brian Marlow and H. E. Rogers. Screen 
play, H. J. Mankiewicz. Cameraman, Karl 
Strauss. At the Paramount, N. Y., week 
March 18. Running time, 70 mins. 

Gloria ceoccsccccesseacecess Miriam Hopkins 
DUO. cccccecccccescececcccccess Jack Oakie 
Floyd... ..-William Collier, Jr. 
GUS. .cccccccccevctscesteces Eugene Paliette 
Fanny.. eees-Lyda Roberti 
LAOUIC. cocrece .-George Raft 
Max ..-Maurice Black 
Cicenacas sondecesoetocdecoss Walter Hiers 
McGroody....sse+s eee -DeWitt Jennings 
Marie...scess eorecccocccccecd Alberta Vaughn 


Serviceable commercial product 
even if formula and innocent of 
class pretentions. A good title and 





he’s made so unwelcome as a 
gambling, wise-cracking no-good, 
that never occurs, 

By the time the tide turns, with 
the husband giving up his life of 
chance. it’s too late. By then it has 


| been hoped that he wouldn’t reform 


} and 


| numerous 
| race 
| of the to-be-mother processed onto 
| the race itself as from a room she 
| follows announcements on progress 


someone else, as the hero, 
would walk in on the story. 

A goodly portion of wise-crack- 
ing, slangy dialog, most of it inept, 


} mean anything. 


Photography of quality figures in 
sequences, notably the 


climax, with the expressions 


of the horses, mainly the one on 
which she’s betting. It’s her last 


wild measure for the child she ex- 
pects and it’s here, after she’s been 
hoodwinked on placement of the 
bet, that she finds the husband she 
unfairly tossed out. Final sequence 
is In a maternity hospital, with de- 
tails, mention of receiving room 
and such things. 

Something of the maudlin on 
sentiment creeps in when the re- 
trieved husband offers up a prayer 
for the wife on becoming a mother. 
Audience here laughed at it. 

Char. 





HOTEL CONTINENTAL 


Tiffany production and Sono Art-World 
Wide release. Features Peggy Shannon 
and Theodore von Eltz; story by F. Hugh 
Herbert and Paul Perez; directed by Christy 


Cabanne; continuity by Warren B. Duff; 
RCA recording. At the Roxy, March 18. 
Running time, 67 mins, 

Ruth .rccccvevecsseesscseses Peggy Shannon 
BeOMMCtt cccccsccccccccces Theodore von BEiltz 
Br. UNGerweod ces ccccccccces Alan Mowbray 
Martin coscccccccce .-J. Farrell MacDonald 
Tierney esoscereccoos «----Rockliffe Fellowes 
Mrs. Underwood...csscssceee Ethel Clayton 


Winthrop ....seeeeee8.-Henry B. Walthall 
Layton aad6en000bees condebessnee Roach 
Milis ever ccccrseccceccoseccces Wiliam Scott 
ANICI&® cecccccccscescccesecess Mary Carlisle 





Apparently an effort to beat 
‘Grand Hotel’ to the screen and 
handicapped not only by speed in 
production, but by a budget too 
small properly to provide the scenic 


splendor suggested by the locale, 
which is intended to be the old 
Waldorf-Astoria, though at one 


point a speaker mentions the place 
as having housed Adelina Patti and 
the late King Edward. That would 
make it the old Fifth Avenue, but it 
really is not either. The preduction 
is not stunted, but it just misses 
that directorial touch which would 
have given it verisimilitude. 

The story is rather long getting 
under way, hanging around the 
lobby, where the desk clerk acts as 
interlocutor for a lot of end-men 
jokes, including the high wind that 
blew everything off the place but 
the mortgage. After the story gets 
down to business it develops into a 
commonplace melodrama, well knit 
but slowly paced, and still with too 
much time out for comedy relief. 

It seems that five years before, a 
thief, Bennett, hid $100,000 in the 
fireplace. He got a jail term and is 
released just in time to come to the 
hotel on the eve of its closing. He 
is unable to get the same room, but 
does get the one next door, and the 
rest of the time is spent in trying 
to get at the package. In view of 
the fact that it is suspected that he 
hid the money there, it is somewhat 
surprising that the police waited 
that long to investigate; but both 
detectives and gangsters are wait- 
ing to nab him when he recovers the 
loot. The gangsters employ a girl 
decoy, and the story largely hinges 
on her shifts of loyalty from one 
side to the other. 

Below the deluxe theatres this 
probably will prove acceptable fare 
and in the B houses will be a fea- 
ture, but it falls short of being what 
it set out to achieve because it lacks 
both imagination and resources, 

Peggy Shannon is fair as the girl, 
and Von Eltz is only moderately 
good as the thief. MacDonald gets 
in a score now and then as the de- 
tective, and Bert Roach endeavors 
to stir up the comedy without at- 
taining his usual success, chiefly be- 
cause of lack of material. Henry 
Walthal has a bit as a down-and- 





touch most of the others lack. 


a grouping of screen names make 
it attractive for marquee purposes. 
i} For Broadway it harks pretty far 
back to the cycle that started with 
Broadway, but for most spots it 
will deliver at the boxolfice to sat- 
isfaction. 

Whatever may be said of inept 


handling of the story, and not too 
fine characterizations, the yarn has 


a certain hokey suspense quality 
that keeps interest on edge. Story, 
set in a taxi dancehall, has many 


threads that go to make up its fa- 





has found its way into the story. . . t 
A lot of this transpires between | ™iliar design, but always there is 
cirls from the department store, | Sense of something impending out 
vith Miss Lightner largely figuring. of sight that promises a thrill. It 
A sub-romance is worked up be- ‘freebies happens in a big way, but the 
tween that comedienne and a cloak- iweore~ ‘S there. , aoc 
and-suiter type, but only in that it | Atmosphere of the dance joint is 
|digs out a couple laughs does it | fairly well built up, interest switch- 


|} ing from the girls to the band lead- 
ler (Oakie) and his rough-and-tum- 
ble type musicians, and back to the 
frequenters of the place, Eugene 
Pallette as a petty navy officer; 
Maurice Black, once more a nervous 
dancehall proprietor, and George 
taft as a minor racketeer, 

Best of the atmospheric sidelights 
is that of Oakie and his typically 
jaded jazzists, all nicely managed 
suggestion of local color without too 
much detail and one of the most 
genuine angles of the picture. Oakie 
etches in the comedy phase of the 
band leader with much skill, but the 
sympathetic side of the character 
is under-played, which probably 
was not the actor’s error. 

Character of the dancehall girl, 
played by Miss Hopkins, is ap- 
proached in exactly the opposite 
manner. Over-anxious to give the 
role a sentimental push, they en- 
tirely neglected to make the girl 
human, and the result is a stencil 


part, saved only by the special 
knack of this actress for putting 
the human note into cardboard 
figures. 


Romantic phase of the story is 
unimpressive, but is saved by the 
excellent trick of subordinating the 
love interest to the comedy aim of 
the whole treatment. That is to 
sav. instead of striving directly to 
coax interest in the romance of the 
two young people their love story 


is largely glimpsed through the 
comedy twist that overlies the 
whole narrative. In other words, 
Oakie, 


Oakie tries to save his kid pal 
from the dancehall girl he believes 
to be no better than she should be. 
Makes love to her himself while the 
kid is lured away. Instead, he falls 
for her himself, and thereby be- 
comes involved with a gangster 
bully on the make for the same girl. 
Gangster commits a murder, and 
while the intricate plot is about to 
boil over the police close in on him, 
these sequences toward the finish 
having a good dramatic substance. 
Oakie in the melee is shot, the 
young lovers are brought together, 
and the final scene comes on Oakie's 
comedy line, ‘You can’t kill a band 
leader with one shot.’ 

Picture has three songs, legiti- 
mately worked into the action. One 
is Miss Hopkins’ repetition of ‘St. 
Louis Blues,’ a device by which the 
police trace the murderer; Oakie’s 
crooning through a megaphone as 
part of the dancehall routine, and 
a comic number done by Lyda Ro- 
berti, Latter does a taxi golddigger 
without much finesse. Young Col- 
lier has an utterly inept role and 
plays it with an appropriate lack of 
spirit. Rush, 





Polly of the Circus 


Metro production and release. Marion 
Davies and Clark Gable starred. Directed 
by Alfred Santell. Adapted by Carey Wil- 
son from Margaret Mayo’'s play. Dialog 
by Laurence E. Johnson At the Capitol, 
New York, week of March 18 Running 
time, 689 minutes. 

i ORT Er eoeeees Marion Davies 
Rev. John Hartley.cccccccssecs Clark Gable 
Rev. James Nortircott..... > Aubrey Smith 
DOWNEY cossccccecss e+eee-Raymond Hatton 
Beet .cccccccccces seessesess-David Landau 
Toe oer sescccccccvccesss Ruth Selwyn 


Mrs. Jennings. .cccossoosesss- Maude Eburne 


Half-Pint....+ ecccccccccccses++-Little Billy 
BIG: cd oces cocccccccocooces GUinn Willams 
OM i000 060 veeses eovccceseeeClark Marshall 
Mrs, McNamara. .ccosccccoes Lillian Elliott 





Weak talker that has an outside 
chance of easing by on strength of 
the starred leads, Marion Davies 
and Clark Gable, plus the extra 
heavy exploitation that goes with 
the former’s pictures. Because of 
the cast’s draw potentialities, mod- 
erate returns are indicated. 

30th Gable and Miss Davies are 
miscast, the former out of his nat- 





outer who was a big spender 10| ural element in the part of a young, 
years before, and Ethel Clayton| Upright minister, and Miss Davies 
plays another bit with certainty of |} 4S @ girl flyer in a circus casting 


(Continued on Page 61) 
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DENVER 
’ Handle This Girl With ee 
i A half-good girl—whom men mret easily— 
love carelessly—She's glowing, vibrant... 


incandescent, like a million<andlepower 
light! But is the current safe to touch? 


Miriam Hopkins 


The bionde sensation of “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” 


Jack Oakie 
“Dancers « Dark” 


ee ya 
sesuaueaes Paramount's high-voltagé love drama, with 
qee0eeSS 


EUGENE PALLETTE 











cated from Various Cities 


On Week Days 
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MURDERS 
IN THE RUE 
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Prevénted by Sarl Laemmie, with 


BELA LUGOS! SIDNEY Fox 
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IVE cup % Grou! 
te determine whether | 
the Alhambra theater is 
te permanently maintain 
an orchestra as a regu- 


lar unit of ite programs, 
It is my belief that Mil- 





waukee is as truly music 
loving as it is reputed to 
be; that theater patrons 
here will never respond 
te mechanical music as 
they greet artists who | 
appear before them, | 
base my contention on 
the reception accorded 
the recent @ppearance 
ef an orchestra in the 


pit of thie theater. En. 
usiastic 











‘ ag met. 
That is what caused the 
establishment of an or- 
chestra in this theater 
STARTING FRIDAY. 

Let this carefully select- 


ed body of 18 artiste b. 
YOUR ORCHESTRA} " 


Request them to play ||, 
what you want te hear 


AAO ie em am 






¢« not what we think 
you might exjey. A mes- 
@age to the theater will |! 
bring your favorite com- 
Positions to a hearing. 


At dents 
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Screen Vodvil— . 
SLIM WM. COLLIER Jr. 
; SUMMER res, ES 
VILLE ob Et eine 
—and— YOUR RETURN RIDE HOME FREE?. 
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It may offend the Wets 





LOS ANGELES 
wed wen, nea vee na whats ae. mn oO a 
oe 
ad en te cet tll ee eR te.” 





It: may offend the Drys 
e ¢ But M. G. M. has had the 


courage to present America’s 
greatest problem since Slavery! 


THE WET 
PARADE 


Upton Sinclair dared to write 
the truth: about the burning 
subject of today. No war—no 
threat of national disaster has 
ever caused such wide-spread 
discussion. 


HERE’S THE FIRST GREAT 
TALKING PICTURE EPIC 
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Redolent with Romance! 
- COME| 
Throbbing with Thrills! OUT 
he with your 
Pungent — Passion! TRUE A 
Deluged with Drama! Colors { 
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TOUCHING THE HEART OF EVERY HOME 





WORLD PREMIERE 
TOMORROW NIGHT 


A Star Bedecked Graumanesque Opening 


bringing with it a superb new 
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SID GRAUMAN PROLOGUE 
3 | | For the We urge Immediate Reservations Regular 
Opening Graur 
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| Le | « CHINESE » | "= } 
( SEATS NOW SELLING POR ALL PERFORMANCES ) 
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BARRYMORE . 
—in “Arsene Lapin” 


and 
BETTY COMPSON 
(IN PEESON) 


TOMORROW! 


Cok 
GABLE 
MARION 
DAVIES 
“POLLY 


OF THE 


Cirncus’ 


*C. Aubrey Smith 
Raymond Hatton 












+. 

One of the great- 
pst of all love 
stories — greater 
than ever—with 
these outstand- 
ing stars! 

= 

AN 

M-G-M 

PICTURE 
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FANCHON & MARC 
' 

MARCHE 
MILITAIRE 

Idea 
—featuring— 

CHARLES IRWIN 
and many other favorites 
with the bewitching 
SUNKIST BEAUTIES 











Orchestra offering 
“IN PERSIAN 
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Busting a Club 


Some managers are beginning to 
worry about their clubs founded to 


the glory of this or that star. It 
looked like a fine tieup with the 
product contracted for, but they are 
wondering whether they can get 


the pictures at the same price next 
vear. Even without contract prob- 
lems it is more or less of a risk to 
pin too closely to a star. Fox West 
Coast broke away from the Mickey 
Mouse idea. Other managers who 
want to break the chains would do 
well to start now instead of waiting 
until they have lost the name pic- 
tures, : 
It can be done by announcing 
that the club has outgrown its 
original purpose and needs a more 
general name. Joe Lee, who doctors 
RKO houses, never fell for the sales 
talk, but he wanted something. to 
offset some surrounding Mickey 
Mouse clubs. He formed his own 
club. He found a star stamp series 
which was inexpensive. The pro- 
moters did not know how to swing 
the stunt, so he promoted 2,500 
books by promising to purchase the 
stamps. Then he announced that 
each child who presented a filled 
book to a near-by savings bank 
would be given a passbook and $1. 
Usual gag of requiring that the dol- 
lar stay in for a habit-forming year. 
It Jistened like money. When the 
president of the neighboring Mickey 
Mouse club applied for a book, Lee 
knew the battle had been won, 


The Lowdown 


In a rather academic discussion 
with an out-of-town manager over 
publicity values, mention was made 
of the fact that Tetrazzini, doing 
four shows a day at the Paramount, 
New York, got only six and eight- 
line notices, 

And back came the managerial 
end with ‘Her four-a-day deserves 
only six-line stories. Should she 
find the Lindbergh baby or sing a 
baby song to appeal to the kidnap- 
ers, or declare that opera is shot to 
pieces, then she would deserve 
space, because newspaper don’t 
care what news is printed so long 
as it pleases their public.’ 

And in these few words the man- 
ager wrapped up the essence of 
press work. It is precisely the rea- 
son why so much stuff sent to the 
editor hits the waste basket. It 
doesn’t interest the public one- 
tenth as much as it does the man- 
ager. The answer, of course, being 
to feed the editor something he will 
know will please his readers. 





Relamping Signs 


Nothing gives a house a more 
slovenly appearance than a sign 
with dead lamps. Some of the large 
houses make inspection as often as 
every hour, and all of the large 
ones have at least two inspections 
where the lights are used in the 
daytime. 

Small theatres frequently let it 
run for a week, and there comes a 
time when the lamps burn out in 
rapid succession. Signs should be 
inspected when first turned on, and 
new bulbs inserted wherever needed. 
If they run through the early after- 
noon, they should be given a second 
inspection just before the evening 
rush. Negligence may cost more 
than the price of the bulbs. 





Nickel Admish Campaign 


Columbus, March 21. 

The old Nickelodeon, with sound 
refinements, is back in town. 

In a “get acquainted” campaign, 
a@ small main stem theatre which 
specializes in westerns, has sta- 
tionued a man in front to pass out 
coupons which, with a nickel in 
cash, are good for one adult ad- 
mission. Offer is good for five days 
a week and only during matinee 
hours, 





Dept. Store Research 


Birmingham, 

Pizitz, a local department store, 
added a new angle to campaigns in 
a drive to find out what customers 
wanted to buy and how much they 
wanted to pay for goods. 

With the Alabama (Publix) the 
store built a platform in the lobby 
and displayed merchandise. A good 
looking girl handed out the ques- 
tionnaires containing blanks for 
checking goods wanted at such and 
such a price. The questionnatres 
led to prizes of free merchandise. 

Ad manager of the store said he 
was disappointed in the results be- 


cause theatregoers were in too big 
a hurry to fill out the blanks. 
May Parties 
Manage: who run kiddie clubs 
and whe nnot arrange for Easter 
erg hunts might try a May party. 
With a little hustling refreshments 


ean be promoted and the event made 
fnto a community affair. 

Some public park may be secured 
in a city, but even in the larger 


places it will be better if the party 
is held in the country, Stage lines 
or the local auto club can be con- 
tacted for transportation, or per- 
haps the trolley line will run spe- 
cial cars. If the trolley line has an 
amusement park, it’s a pushover. 

say out in advance a program of 
sports for all ages, and take along 
enough mothers to keep the children 
out of trouble. Give the children a 
really good time and they will talk 
about it for months. But don't 
tackle it unless you’re willing to 
work hard enough to make it a rea] 
success. 





Hooking In 

Reading the daily papers will 
often give inspiration for a better 
gag than can be found in the press 
book, and almost always there can 
be found some suggestion for riding 
the news. 

Announcement of a relief com- 
mittee was followed in one instance 
by the offer of office room in the 
theatre, an otherwise unused room. 


Paper had said quarters were 
being sought. Committee was 
glad to accept the offer, and the 


almost daily stories of the charity 
carry the name of the theatre. Not 
only that, but everyone who desires 
to make a donation or offer a sug- 
gestion comes down to the thetare. 
From another angle, in a smaller 
town, an exhibitor who read in the 
divorce reports that a peeved wife 
objected to her husband learning 
to play the cornet, brought the offer 
to let the ambitious musician use 
the theatre either before or after 
the show for his practise room. As 
the man was well known it got a 
general laugh, 





Trailed Beauties 


Washington, D. C. 

Fox theatre pulled a swift one 
when preparing for ‘She Wanted a 
Millionaire.’ Story revolves around 
a beauty contest winner, so Louis 
Brown, .pub. dir., hooked the ‘News’ 
to the idea of looking up the ‘Miss 
Washinetons’ of various contests 
and finding out what they were 
doing now. Brought four three-col 
breaks done by a sob sister, with 
art for three. 


Stronger Color 


From time immemorial red on 
yellow has been the press agent’s 
idea of a flash, and nothing better 
in the way of a color combination 
has been found to date. But for 
sign work try outlining the red let- 
ters with a comparatively narrow 
line of black. If you never have 
tried this, you will be surprised at 
the increased effectiveness of the 
display. The black holds the red 
within the letter and gives about 
three times the emphasis. 

For printed posters it is not worth 
the cost of another set of plates, 
but for anything which comes out 
of the paint shop it will be well 
worth the extra trouble. 


‘Rogers for President’ 


Cleveland. 

A ‘Will. Rogers for President’ 
campaign, with headquarters in a 
main stem store, had this town 
puzzled and a little excited for a 
couple of days before a reporter ex- 
posed it as a gag planted by M. A. 
Malaney as a build-up for Rogers’ 
current ‘Business and Pleasure.’ . 

Stunt fooled most of ’em, with 
Rogers’ stills and election ballyhoo 
plastered all over the rented store's 
windows. Expose got more laughs 
and space than it would if gag 
hadn’t been uncovered, 





Headaches 


Exhib looking for a feature for 
his house organ got the idea of 
offering a couple of tickets for the 
best local joke printed each week. 

First week he received from 15 to 
35 copies of a dozen jokes. He ve- 
called having seen two of them ina 
magazine. He ran an evidently orig- 
inal joke and nearly lost some cus- 
tomers when others came around to 
complain that their jokes were bet- 
ter. He told them they had been 
lifted from the comic papers, and 
they all weyt away in a huff, resen*- 
ing the accusation of plagiarism. 
The gag is out. 


Bad Two Ways 


There has been almost an epi- 
demic of press book campaigns in 
which an effort is made to hint at 
salaciousness when the picture does 
not present this angle. In a recent 
release, all of the synonyms for sin 
and vice are used to suggest the hot 
picture, but the alleged sin is bet- 
ting on the horses. If there is a 
local kick to the police, the picture 
can be shown, and is found to be as 
pure as the purest baking powder. 

It is supposed to be a good trick 
selling, but itsn’t. Those who are 
bitten once by the appeal! of hotness 
get sore and do not come back for 
the next. Meanwhile, those who 
might have liked the picture stay 
away because they got the wrong 
angle. Tell what you have to sell, 
and sell what you say you have, 











Symbol Sales 


A stunt which dates back about 
30 years, and was developed by a 
vadeville comedian, is doing good 
sales work in a town of 20,000. 
Probably it will work just as well 
in the cities, particularly for the 
neighborhoods. In the original it 
was tied to the then new trademark 
of the American Baking Co., the 
symbol found on each package of 
Uneedas. 

The original advertiser wrote a 

letter to managers and booking 
agents soliciting their. aid in a psy- 
chological test he desired to make. 
He wrote he would send them a 
symbol which would remind the ob- 
server of his act. About two days 
later he sent the drawing of the 
design. Several managers admitted 
that they thought of the act when- 
eveg they saw the biscuit ad. 
In the adaptation a similar letter 
was sent, but the recipient was told 
that the symbol would represent 2 
particularly good show. In this 
case it is a solid triangle within an 
outline circle. When a picture is to 
be sold intensively this symbol 
used in all newspaper work, on the 
billboards, on distributed matter, in 
‘vont of the house and sniped. And 
so far it is selling every picture, 
because it is used only on the best 
of the product, 


2 Kid Contests 


Cincinnati. 
Mitzi Green, during her in-person 
engagement at the RKO Albee, was 
pivoted in two contests. One was 
with Kroger chain of grocery stores 
for a coloring contest of a girl char- 
acter designated as Kroger’s 
‘Snoony. Announced in quarter- 
page ade with competition limited 
to children under 12 years, Contest 
sponsored by Mitzi, who also acted 


ic 
a5 





as judge. Prizes for 12 and their 
escorts at a hotel dinner, attended 
by Mitzi, followed by box party at 
the Albee. There were 12,000 re- 
sponses and so pleased Kroger that 
16 prize winners were selected. 

A Mitzi dinner and theatre party 
also given by the ‘Post’ to a dozen 
of its carriers as winners of a sub- 
| scription contest, the first winner re- 
ceiving a bicycle, presented by the 
little performer. 


Uses B. 0. Reports 
One exhibitor writes an envelope 
for each title he has booked and 
then watches ‘Variety’ for the box- 
office reports. When he finds a title 
in the lead line he clips and slips 
into the proper envelope. Just be- 
fore the showing he mounts these 
on a card for the lobby. He knows 
the success follows success and that 
his people like to see what the big 
cities approve. 
By not doing it too often he 
avoids questions when the reports 
do not appear on his boards. 


Slogans 

Here’s another way to have your 
ads read if you are loeated in a 
town under 15,000. Advertise for 
slogans to be used in advertising 
features, offering a ticket for each 
worked into newspaper advertising 
as well as used for the lobby cards, 
each with a small print ‘Supplied 
by * with the name of the 
author. 

Contestants who win are apt to 
turn sandwich man for a time. 
showing the display to everyone, 
and others look at the display to see 
if their submission has been used. 
It puts in a terrific local kick, and 
a rule that no winner may repeat 
within six weeks keeps the same 








people from taking all prizes. 
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San Francisco. 
United Artists promoted D. J. Mc- 
Nerny from management of the lo- 
cal exchange to district chieftain’s 
post. Oliver Watson up from sales- 
man to head of exchange. 


Ticonderoga, N. Y. 
Ticonderoga added to the list of 
communities in Northern New York 
that permit Sunday movies. At last 
week’s election the voters gave ap- 
proval to Sunday pictures by a 
count of 590 to 275. 


Bronx, N. Y. 
Charles P. Carroll transferred 
from Skouras home office to man- 
ager of Audubon. 





Ramona theatre, formerly the 


Bluebird, will close shortly. 





Columbus, March 21. 
Larry Thompson, ass’t at Loew’s 
Broad, shifted to Loew’s in Akron. 





Canton, O. 
Dick Cruisger, from the Warner 


Lincoln, Massillon, to manager of 
the local Alhambra (WB). Suc- 
ceeds Bob Bean who returns to the 
Palace as assistant to George 
Riester. 
Schenectady. 

RKO changes inelude Coney 
Holmes, manager of Proctor’s, to 
Trenton. Succeeded here by Her- 


bert Morgan, manager of the Tem- 
ple, Rochester. 

Bob Ungerfeld to the local Plaza 
from Wisconsin. He succeeds John 
Appleton, sent to the Albee in 
Brooklyn. 





Boone, Ia. 
S. N. Fangman has. succeeded 
Chester Lyman as manager of the 
Rialto theatre here. Lyman has 
become affiliated with the Fox- 
Midwest Corp., Kansas City. 





Danville, Va. 

Broadway and Rialto went unde: 
new management when Danville 
Enterprise, Inc., took over the play- 
houses on optional lease contracts 
Danville Enterprise will be part of 
the Publix-Kincey theatre interests 
of North Carolina. Firm operates a 


exchange to Boston. Tom Duane, of 
that branch, to Washington. 

A promotion is Edward Walter, 
poster clerk in the Buffalo exchange, 
to ad sales manager. 

Denver. 

Rick Ricketson made manager of 
the entire Rocky Mountain Division 
by Foxwesco by Skouras Bros, 

Publix has made the following 
changes: Holden Swiger, mgr. of 
the Denver, transferred to Chicago. 
Succeeded here by Jerry Zigmond. 
Walter B. Shuttee, ass’t. at Denver, 
to the local Paramount. A. E. Pat- 
chen, Avalon manager in Grand 
Junction, Colo., will be brought to 
the Denver when Publix closes 
former house. 

Frank Milton has resigned man- 
agership at the Empress, retaining 
the Rivoli. Succeeded by Tom 
Brown, 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Kenneth McMahon, former as- 
sistant manager of the RKO Palace, 
becomes manager of the State, 
moving in from the Rialto, East 
Rochester. Both are Shine houses. 
A. G. Hiamel, former assistant man- 
ager of the Capitol, goes to the 
Rialto. 
Denver. 
B. B. Grove has bought the Royal 
theatre at Gering, Neb., from Clyde 
Gilland, 


Seattle, 
Tom Olsen to Spokane to manage 
Liberty theatre, purchased by 


Finklestein & Rosenberg, operators 
of Fox-Pacific theatres. Liberty 
former Graumbacher house. 


New York. 
Dave Fred left Saturday (19) for 
Des Moines for a publicity-adver- 


tising assignment in that Publix 
division. His orders were to report 
to Gene Fox, in charge at Des 
Moines. 


Wellman, Ia. 
theatre traded to J. 
Alfred, Conesville, for 
farm near Olin and a 
|} property in Olin. 


Wellman =: 
a 40-acre 


residence 


Waterloo, Ia. 





chain of 14 houses in North and 
South Dakota, 

J. C. Hester will be replaced here 
by J. Boner Sams. 


Topeka. 


week run picture house. Also the 
only spot where there has been no 
cut in admission price, the 50c. mark 
sticking. A reduction is expected. 
Jayhawk has gone to three 





tures weekly, Gem is showing four. 
and the Best five. The State 
cut prices to 35c., lowest stock price 


nas 


l town has ever known, is using two! 


vaude, 


for one and 





New York, 
George Richardson, ad sales man- 


The Grand is now Topeka’s only} 


piec- | 


John Krier takes over manage- 
ent of the Strand. Cc. W. Peter- 
transferred to Rock Island, Ill 
Dubuque, Ia. 
IKteota, Ja., Princess, closed on ac- 
count of road conditions in neigh- 
boring territory, has been reopened. 


| ERE 
| 


i 1 


son 


Logan, Ta. 


Mrs. A. C. Spraker, Des Moines, 
purchased the lIowa theatre here 
ind has assumed the management. 

| Charleston, W. Va. 

R. FE. Knight, manager of Fair- 


jmont theatre, Fairmont, promoted 
}to WB district manager. Succeeds 
J. G. Balmer, newly appointed su- 
i; pervisor of WB's Pittsburgh nabe 


ager of the Washington Paramount! theatres. 





Values 


Frequently a clever advertising 
idea will be passed up because it 
costs too much. A manager recente 
ly passed up a gag that cost five 
cents each in favor of a throwaway 
that stood him $2.50 for 2,000. These 
were used for a house-to-house dis- 
tribution. 

Pretty safe to say that there was 
a waste of about 500 of the circu. 
lars. Probably another 500 were 
fished out and thrown away without 
reading. Often this percentage of 
waste is higher. If 1,200 actually 
read the circular it is above the 
average, 

That same $2.50 would have paid 
for 50 of the novelties. Each would 
have been shown to from five to 10 
persons. Even at the average of 
five it would not only have reached 
250 persons, but would probably 
have spread further through come 


ment without showing. And each 
showing would make a far better 
sales impression than the cheap 


circular, 


For the Critic 


What one exhibitor regards as 
one of his best exploitation stunts is 
saving seats for the only local critic. 
Doesn't know when the reviewer will 
come, but before the house opens 
the crick’s favorite chairs are 
placarded ‘Reserved for Mr. William 
Brown of the Herald.’ And the sign 
is kept on until the reviewer turns 
up, when an usher takes him down 
the aisle and inducts him into his 
seats, returning with the card. 

Might not always work, since 
some reviewers do not care for pa- 
rade, but with a certain type of 
writer the attention does not cause 
him to dislike the show. 


Using Soap Contest 


Denver. 
Dick Adams, Paramount theatre 
publicity director, scored with the 
kids when he tied in with the Ivory 
Soap national soap carving contest, 





The Paramount is running it in 
conjunction with its Saturday 
morning shows. 

A local laundry using the soap 


ran a@ quarter page calling atten- 
tion to the contest, also distributed 
10,000 heralds and put streamers on 
all trucks. 


Using Cigarettes 


Mexico City. 

Nine local nabe houses have are 
ranged with a cigarette manuface 
turer to give a free admission for a 
stated number of empty cigarette 
boxes, 

A dozen years ago the American 
Tobacco Co. endeavored to work a 
similar scheme, packing coupons in 
each box and 10 of which were ac- 
cepted es admission to any dime 
theatre. The stunt brought such @ 
protest from parents that it was 
abandoned almost as soon as it 
started. 


Sounded Real 


Akron, O. 
Loew's red inked the front page 
of the ‘Times Press’ for ‘Shanghai 
Express’ with copy that read more 
convincingly than most of the red 
ink editions. It announced that 
Marlene Dietrich had been captured 


by Chinese bandits aboard the 
Shanghai express. 
tead convincingly until the last 


line flashed the name of the house, 


Free admission each weekday 
night to 10 policemen in uniform is 
one stunt used by a house manager 
who does a lot of street stunts. He 
has special tickets printed, and the 
captain of the precinct makes the 
distribution to the men off duty. 
He is supposed to rotate the favors, 
As the day and night platoons shift 
tricks, all of the men get a chance 
at the shows. 

It helps a lot when stunts ure 
being worked, and the manager feels 
that with 10 cops in the house he is 
safe if a panic should occur. The 
tickets are good for two, but stipue- 
late that they shall be presented by 
aman in uniform, 


Endurance Auto Run 


New Haven. 
Paramount tied in with local 
merchants on an endurance suto 
run by Rocket Seeley. Seeley was 


handcuffed to wheel four days and 


nights with start and finish of run 
at the theatre, Merchants gave 
prizes to guessers on mileage piled 
up during run. 
Stunt didn't cost Par a nickel. 
Big Billing 
Baltimore. 
For the premiere of ‘Tarzan’ at 
the Stanley the Metro home office 
put on the campaign with three 
168-sheet stands made up of six 


24-sheets each, streamered. 
Biggest display ever seen in Bal- 
timere, not excluding the circus. 
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German Films Strive for Broad 
U. 5. Market with Imposed Titles 


Superimposed English titles will 
go on all German pictures shown in 
the United States in the future. Leo 
Brecher and Capital Films, have 
definitely declared for the titles on 
all their future product, with the 
few smaller distribs forced to 
line up. 

Move is called a necessity by both 
Brecher and Capital because, they 
claim, the market for German pic- 
tures in America must be increased 
and titles are called the only way 
of opening new avenues of revenue. 

Titles Pass Test 

Brecher has been experimenting 
with English superimposed titles for 
some time and for the past year has 
used some sort of titling for all his 
pictures. Now, with his recent ac- 
quisition of all Ufa product, he is 
definitely sold on titles all around. 

Deciding test on titles is said to 
have come several weeks ago when 
Max Goldberg, indie distributor, 
stuck English titles on ‘Das Lied Ist 


Aus’ (‘The Song is Ended’) at his 
own Europa Theatre, New York, 
after it had run five weeks in its 


original form. Addition of the titles 
is claimed to have increased his 
business to the point where the 
film could be held another four or 
five weeks. 


Export Ban on Money 
Impels Osso to Start 
Producing in Hungary 


Budapest, March 12. 
Picture producing has got started 
in Hungary. Two new Hungarian 
pictures, ‘Kiss Me, Darling’ and 
‘Piri Knows Everything,’ have just 





been finished at Hunnia Studios, 
and Osso, the French company, 
which has formed a Franco-Hun- 


garian producing company under 
the name of Minerva, has entered 
into the possession of the studio. 
Lease will run five months, with 
more pictures to come if the first 
three prove satisfactory. 

Government restrictions prohibit- 
ing export of money earned in this 
country, impel foreigners to invest 
money earned here. Foreign com- 
panies have discovered that pictures 
are a form of value which they can 
conveniently export, and are invest- 
ing in them here accordingly. Local 
cay tal also is interested, and al- 
re’ ty there are voices against leas- 
ir the one available sound- 
€ uipped studio to foreigners when 
‘ ungarian independent producers 
are waiting to take up the lease. 

First Osso picture to be made 
here, in French only, is ‘American 
Boy,’ adaptei from a play by Pierre 
Veber. AV rt Prejean and Anna 
Bella are J] ids, and Gallone is di- 
recting. 

Next pi cure, with scenario by a 


Hungarieg authoress, is to be made 
in four .nguage versions and di- 
rected ’ - Paul Fejos. Third will 
probe ., be a picture based on a 


“-~ on Leroux detective story, 
adapted by Bouquet. 

Osso-Minerva will employ Hun- 
@arian talent as ‘far as_ possible, 


and of course in all Hungarian ver- 


Salary Record 


London, March 21. 

British International has given 
Margot Grahame, ingenue, a fur- 
ther year’s contract at $1,450 week- 
ly, which is a record salary for a 
girl here. 

First assignment under the new 
terms will be the title role in ‘Maid 
of the Mountains,’ which was a 
stage operetta. 


Loew’s Look-See Abroad 


Paris, March 21. 
Arthur Loew here to start a sur- 
vey of conditions on the Continent. 
Soon as he’s through he’ll go on to 
London. 
Tentative plans call for a return 
to New York about the end of April. 


PARIS WEATHER OK—BIZ NG 
Paris, March 21. 
Weather continues beautiful here, 
despite business conditions. 
B. o. reports all way off. 











Spaniards’ Search 
Berlin, March 13. 
Several Spanish film people are 
here negotiating for sound film ap- 
Paratus which is free of royalties. 





WB Weighing ‘Illegal’ 
For Release in States 


London, March 21. 

Jack Warner is extending his 
British stay to await the finished 
print of ‘Illegal,’ made here for 
Warners. 

Warner wants to see whether the 
picture’s good enough for American 
release. 


JOINVILLE OPEN; 
ECONOMY TO 
BE RULE 





March 21. 

Paramount has reopened its Join- 
ville studios, with three companies 
going to work immediately. Com- 
plete schedule for foreign produc- 
tion has not been made up yet, but 
considerable pruning and switching 
will .go into effect. 

Immediately after ordering re- 
opening of the studios, J. H. Seidel- 
man, Par’s foreign chief, and Rob- 
ert Kane, foreign production mana- 
ger, left for London to look over 
the Elstree production activities, 
notion being to get closer co-opera- 
tion between the two studios. 

Steven Fitzgibbons has been or- 
dered from Joinville to Elstree 
where he will become production 
supervisor. Walter Morosco, cur- 
rent production supervisor in Eng- 
land, was dropped, as also David 
Cunningham, studio manager. 

Most important thing being at- 
tempted by Seideiman and Kane is 
to institute drastic budget cuts on 
production and on every other pos- 
sible angle of making pictures 
abroad for the foreign markets. 


Paris, 





London, March 21. 
‘Lily Christine,’ Paramount’s new- 
est London-made talker, is ready 
for distribution. Paul Stein, who 
directed, is leaving for Hollywood 
where it’s understood he'll go to 
work for Radio. 


Fox Advocates School 
Films for Australia 


Sydney, Feb. 17. 

Local office of Fox gave a special 
screening of shorts before the State 
Education Bureau. Officials may in- 
stall sound in the high schools of 
New South Wales. At present only 
silents are screened. 

Stanley Crick, m. d. of Fox here, 
is behind the scheme. 


Donada’s 6 Mons. 


London, March 18. 

C.J. Donada has six months’ lease 
on the Leicester Square theatre 
here for his concern, County Ci- 
nemas, Ltd. Profit accruing from 
operating will be divided 50-50 be- 
tween Sir Walter Gibbons, owner, 
and the Donada Co. 

The J. L. Sachs project is still 
not dead, so Joe says, but he can- 
not use the theatre immediately, as 
his stage idea would take a lot of 
casting. RKO formerly leased this 
house. 











Connolly Moves 


Paris, March 21. 

Jack Connolly here for a few days 
after business trip to London. He 
started the works there for some 
Trans-Lux theatres, 

From here he goes to Berlin and 
then sails back to New York on 
March 31. 





DENHAM LEAVING BRIT. PAR 
London, March 21. 
Reginald Denham is leaving Par- 
amount British after a year as dia- 
log editor. 
He'll go back to play producing, 
his work before joining Par, 





Siemens’ Dividend 
Berlin, March 13. 
Siemens company announce the 
distribution of a 9% dividend for 
the financial year, ending Sept. 39, 





1931. 








14 Italian Homemades 
Of 319 Total in 1931 


Films shown in Italy during 1931 
dropped off about 25%. Figures 
are 319 subjects in 1931 as against 
410 in 1930, it is revealed in U. S. 
Commerce Trade Report. 

Of the 319 pictures the United 
States provided 187, the other 132 
being split among all other Euro- 
pean countries. Only 14 were made 
in Italy itself by major Italian com- 
panies, 


1 OF SHANGHAI HOUSES 
OPEN: ALL DOING BIZ 


Shanghai, Feb. 25. 

The war brought about a number 
of changes in the theatre world 
here. But seven picture houses 
are running in Shanghai; 21 houses 
are dark in the city’s war zone. 

The only first run house which 
remains closed is the Nanking 
theatre on Avenue Eduard VIII in 
the French concession. Owners 
are Chinese and were threatened by 
some patriotic society, so the di- 
rector closed the doors and moved 
ail his relatives and friends in. 
About 100 persons in all are mak- 
ing the theatre their home. 

Curfew rings daily at 10 p. m., 
but theatres close down three hours 
earlier. That’s true in Tientsin, 
also. Opening at 3 p. m., that gives 
the theatres four hours daily to do 
business. All theatres are playing 
to capacity business. 

No new pictures are being re- 
leased. All the theatres are using 
product they had previously shown 
for second and third runs. 








Fox Film has been reorganized 
under the Chinese Trade Act. Title 
of the company’s Shanghai office 
now is Fox Film Federal Inc., U. 
S. A. Delbert Goodman is presi- 
dent; Clayton Sheehan and W. C. 
Michel vice-presidents; severly 
Griffith, treasurer. 





Am. Changes in Prague 
New Czech Prod. Co. 


Prague, March 14. 

A number of changes in the 
management of American film-pro- 
ducing concerns for Czechoslovakia 
have taken place. Josef Kabelac is 
now director of United Artists, suc- 
ceeding Councillor Schmitt who has 
joined the directorship of the Czech 
A. B. company. Director Richter 
now heads M-G-M. Richter, un- 
til lately, was connected with 
Paramount in Agram, Jugoslavia. 
Richter is assisted by Robert Fantl, 
until recently connected with Chi- 
cago films, and for years director 
of the Sasch company in Vienna. 

A new Czechoslovak company, 
Film-Studio, has been formed to 
produce films at moderate cost, 
headed by the Czech film manager 
Gustav Machaty, Otto Sonnenfeld of 
Slavia Films and Hackenschmidt, 
noted photographer. 

The first Czechoslovak film- 
producing concern to enter in com- 
petition with the already estab- 
lished A. B. Company has been 
formed under the name of Host- 
A. G. Co., with headquarters at 
Hostivar near Prague. The new 
company is headed by Director 
Kafka of the Mercur insurance com- 
pany, Groh. managing director, and 
Feucl, theatre owner, who controls 
certain movie-apparatus interests. 








‘White Arms’ $14,500, London Empire 
Low Mark: Lent Hurts West End B.0. 





ed 


TOBIS’ VIENNA STUDIO 


German Firm Seeks Affiliation 
with Austrian-Sascha 





Berlin, March 13. 

Tobis has decided to open a branch 
in Vienna for collecting license fees. 
Company also plans to unite, to a 
certain extent, with Austrian- 
Sascha, film company, with a view 
of joint utilization of studios. 

It is thought that Lothar Stark 
Co., Lamac-Ondra, Muelleneisen- 
Osso and Sudfilm company are apt 
to produce in Vienna in conjunction 
with Tobis. Negotiations between 
Tobis and Austrian authorities re- 
garding the quota have also taken 
place. 


NIBLO, HAKIM 
SPLIT AFTER 
IST FLOP 


London, March 21. 

Fred Niblo split with Eric Hakim 
three days before finishing ‘Dia- 
mond Cut Diamond,’ Hakim’s 
second of three pictures for Metro. 
Maurice Elvey, British producer, 
will finish the picture. 

Niblo’s first picture for Hakim, 
‘Two White Arms,’ shown for the 
first time last week, got a terrific 
press panning, with Niblo swearing 
he advised Hakim against making 
it. 

Impression in the trade is that 
Niblo caused the present fight before 
finishing his picture in order to 
avoid further damaging his pres- 
tige. Probability is that Elvey will 
get screen credit as co-director 
letting the American out of full re- 
sponsibility. 

Hakim argues that Niblo failed 
to fulfil expectations and Niblo re- 
plies that Hakim supervised in the 
wrong places. Meantime Niblo left 
for Germany Saturday (19) with a 
new contract. 

Niblo’s salary and expenses from 
Hakim brought him about $1,500 
weekly. 


Edmond See, Critic, 


New Chief Paris Censor 


Paris, March 21. 
Edmond See, president of the 
Critics’ Association, has been named 
chief censor to start immediately. 
He replaces the late Paul Ginisty. 


FARRAUD RESIGNS 
Paris, March 12. 

Jean fFarraud, the Gaumont- 
Franco-Film-Aubert theatre head, 
resigned and left within 24 hours 
to be succeeded by Andre Pineau, a 
young engineer. 

Farraud objected to bankers in- 
terfering in the circuits bookings. 

















One-Third of World's 61,551 Cinemas 
Now Wired; U. S. Loses as Others Gain 





HOFFBERG’S BIG 4 DEAL 


J. H. Hoffberg has closed with 
Big 4 Films for foreign distribution 
of the latter company’s next sea- 
son's pictures. 

Hoffberg already has the FEuro- 
pean and South American rights to 
Peerless and Chesterfield pictures. 


2 PARIS OPS. BURNED 
Paris, March 21. 
Two operators were badiy burned 
in a booth fire at a small Montpar- 
nasse picture house. 
Audience remained quiet till the 
fire was put out. 





VANDAL’S FILM AIM 
Berlin, March 13. 

Marcel Vandal, chief of Delac- 
Vandal, is here seeking partners for 
a co-production project. 

Negotiations are on at present 
with Ufa, but Emelka may also step 
in, 





An exhaustive and official survey 
just completed shows there are now 


61,551 film theatres in the entire 
world and that little over one-third 
of these are equipped for sound. 

Considered most amazing is tha, 
these figures proclaim increases in 
theatre population in every part of 
the wor!d with the exception of the 
United States and Africa. 

During the height of depression 
in 1931, Europe, Latin America and 
Africa doubled the 1930 total of 
their sound installations while the 
Near East went from one theatre 
with an equipment to 16 talker 
houses. Worldwide installations, in- 
cidentally, jumped from 19,894 in ’30 
to 28,617 at the close of last year. 

Biggest dent in lowering the total 
of film theatres during 1931, from 
its total of 64,365 in ‘30, is caused 
by U. S. darkenings. There were 
2,721 of those here, while Africa 


(Continued on page 40) 


London, March 21. 

West End picture houses are do- 
ing poorly, with the lowest grosses 
attributed to the pre-Easter slump. 
Lack of attractions that pull, how- 
ever, may have something to do 
with it. 

Estimated Grosses 

(At current rate of exchange) 

Empire—‘Two White Arms’ (Met- 
ro). Big disappointment. Eric 
Hakim produced this one, with Fred 
Niblo directing and Adolphe Menjou 
acting. It got just about $14,500 for 
a new low at this house. ‘Hell 
Divers’ (Metro) followed in and 
looks like a real smash. 

Regal—‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and 
‘The Menace’ (Col). Surprisingly 
good at $12,670, probably on the Ed- 
gar Wallace pull. Could hold over, 
but house is sticking to the weekly 
change policy. 


Tivoli — ‘Delicious’ (Fox) (3rd 
week). Averaging under $10,860, 
which is better than expected, but 


vacating March 27 to make room for 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). 


Plaza—‘Aren't We All?’ (Par). 
Locally made by Paramoun, star- 
ring Gertrude Lawrence and di- 
rected by Harry Lachman. Sure 


smash and holdover. 

Cariton—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 
Getting a heavy play and a cinch 
for a month. 

Marble Arch — ‘War Is Hell’ 
(Resco). This one made by a small 
indie German concern has limited 
appeal, but ought to hold on a fort- 
night. 





‘Tarzan’ Synced in 3 
Tongues at Record 
Low $10,000 Budget 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Metro will start synchronizing 
three versions of ‘Tarzan’ this week 
in French, German and _ Italian. 
Marquis de la Falaise has been 
spotted to meg the French, others 
not set yet. 

Each of the versions has been 
budgeted at $10,000, lowest produc- 
tion cost of any synced picture yet 
made by a major studio. 

Production schedule for the ver- 
sions has been set at eight days, 
also a pre-production paper record. 


TRI-ERGON SUES 19 ON 
GERMAN RIGHTS IN U. S. 


Nineteen distributors of foreign 
films in the United States have been 
served in a suit by Tri-Ergon charg- 
ing conspiracy and fraud and ask- 
ing for an accounting of profits 
from German made films distrib- 
uted on this side. Suit was filed in 
New York Supreme Court by Amer- 
ican Tri-Ergon “orp., Tri-Ergon A. 
G. and Tri-Ergor Holding A. G. It 
is a separate suit from the one Tri- 
Ergon has in the courts against all 
American companies to sustain its 
patents. 

In the present suit, Tri-Ergon 
alleges that it had previous agree- 
ments with the German film pro- 
ducers including Klangfilm, Ton 
Bild Syndicate and Universal Films 
(UFA) which gave Tri-Ergon 
American rights on all their films. 
Conspiracy charge comes out of the 
angle that all American or other 
companies distributing the German 
pictures on this side had been 
warned that Tri-Ergon owned the 
rights but went on dealing with the 
German producers, 

Tri-Ergon also wants the court 
to order that all future German films 
shown in the United States must 
be stamped as having been made 
under Tri-Ergon patents. 

William Fox owns Tri-Ergon. 
Hirsh, Newman, Reass & Becker 
are representing Tri-Ergon. 


Duvales’ $1,200 


Paris, Marcil: 12. 
Last legit comedian to go pic- 
tures is Duvales of the Palais Royal. 











His first screen effort is ‘Paris 

Mediterranean’ and got him a Na- 

tan contract at $1,200 per week. 
For France this is exceedingly 


good money. 
BEAUDINE’S BRITISH DEAL 
Hollywood, March 21. 
William Beaudine is in necotia- 
tion with a British company to di- 
rect a series of pictures over there. 
If it’s closed, megger will leave 





here in two weeks. 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Busting a Club 


Some managers are beginning to 
worry about their clubs founded to 
the glory of this or that star. It 


looked like a fine tieup with the 
product contracted for, but they are 
wondering whether they can get 


the pictures at the same price next 
vear. Even without contract prob- 
lems it is more or less of a risk to 
pin too closely to a star. Fox West 
Coast broke away from the Mickey 
Mouse idea. Other managers who 
want to break the chains would do 
well to start now instead of waiting 
until they have lost the name pic- 
tures. : 
It can be done by announcing 
that the club has outgrown its 
original purpose and needs a more 
general name. Joe Lee, who doctors 
RKO houses, never fell for the sales 
talk, but he wanted something to 
offset some surrounding Mickey 
Mouse clubs. He formed his own 
club. He found a star stamp series 
which was inexpensive. The pro- 
moters did not know how to swing 
the stunt, so he promoted 2,500 
books by promising to purchase the 
stamps. Then he announced that 
each child who presented a filled 
book to a near-by savings bank 
would be given a passbook and $1. 
Usual gag of requiring that the dol- 
lar stay in for a habit-forming year. 
It Jistened like money. When the 
president of the neighboring Mickey 
Mouse club applied for a book, Lee 
knew the battle had been won, 


The Lowdown 


In a rather academic discussion 
with an out-of-town manager over 
publicity values, mention was made 
of the fact that Tetrazzini, doing 
four shows a day at the Paramount, 
New York, got only six and eight- 
line notices. 

And back came the managerial 
end with ‘Her four-a-day deserves 
only six-line stories. Should she 
find the Lindbergh baby or sing a 
baby song to appeal to the kidnap- 
ers, or declare that opera is shot to 
pieces, then she would deserve 
space, because newspaper don’t 
care what news is printed so long 
as it pleases their public.’ 

And in these few words the man- 
ager wrapped up the essence of 
press work. It is precisely the rea- 
son why so much stuff sent to the 
editor hits the waste basket. It 
doesn’t interest the public one- 
tenth as much as it does the man- 
ager. The answer, of course, being 
to feed the editor something he will 
know will please his readers. 





Relamping Signs 


Nothing gives a house a more 
slovenly appearance than a sign 
with dead lamps. Some of the large 
houses make inspection as often as 
every hour, and all of the large 
ones have at least two inspections 
where the lights are used in the 
daytime. 

Small theatres frequently let it 
run for a week, and there comes a 
time when the lamps burn out in 
rapid succession. Signs should be 
inspected when first turned on, and 
new bulbs inserted wherever needed. 
If they run through the early after- 
noon, they should be given a second 
inspection just before the evening 
rush. Negligence may cost more 
than the price of the bulbs. 





Nickel Admish Campaign 


Columbus, March 21. 

The old Nickelodeon, with sound 
refinements, is back in town. 

In a “get acquainted” campaign, 
a small main stem theatre which 
specializes in westerns, has sta- 
tionued a man in front to pass out 
coupons which, with a nickel in 
cash, are good for one adult ad- 
mission. Offer is good for five days 
a week and only during matinee 
hours. 





Dept. Store Research 


Birmingham. 

Pizitz, a local department store, 
added a new angle to campaigns in 
a drive to find out what customers 
wanted to buy and how much they 
wanted to pay for goods. 

With the Alabama (Publix) the 
store built a platform in the lobby 


and displayed merchandise. A good 
looking girl handed out the ques- 
tionnaires containing blanks for 
checking goods wanted at such and 
such a price. The questionnatres 
led to prizes of free merchandise. 

Ad manager of the store said he 
was disa) pointed in the results be- 
cause theatregoers were in too big 
a hurry to fill out the blanks. 

May Parties 

Manage: who run kiddie clubs 
and who cannot arrange for Easter 
exg hunts might try a May party. 
With a little hustling refreshments 


ean be promoted and the event made 
anto a community affair. 

Some public park may be secured 
in a city, but even in the larger 


places it will be better if the party 
is held in the country, Stage lines 
or the local auto club can be con- 
tacted for transportation, or per- 
haps the trolley line will run spe- 
cial cars. If the trolley line has an 
amusement park, it’s a pushover. 
Lay out in advance a program of 
sports for all ages, and take along 
enough mothers to keep the children 
out of trouble, Give the children a 
really good time and they will talk 
about it for months. But don’t 
tackle it unless you’re willing to 
work hard enough to make it a real 
success. 


—_—-— 


Hooking In 

Reading the daily papers. will 
often give inspiration for a better 
gag than can be found in the press 
book, and almost always there can 
be found some suggestion for riding 
the news. 

Announcement of a relief com- 
mittee was followed in one instance 
by the offer of office room in the 
theatre, an otherwise unused room. 


Paper had said quarters were 
being sought. Committee was 
glad to accept the offer, and the 


almost daily stories of the charity 
carry the name of the theatre. Not 
only that, but everyone who desires 
to make a donation or offer a sug- 
gestion comes down to the thetare. 
From another angle, in a smaller 
town, an exhibitor who read in the 
divorce reports that a peeved wife 
objected to her husband learning 
to play the cornet. brought the offer 


to let the ambitious musician use 
the theatre either before or after 
the show for his practise room. As 


the man was well known it got a 
general laugh. 





Trailed Beauties 


Washington, D. C. 

Fox theatre pulled a swift one 
when preparing for ‘She Wanted a 
Millionaire.’ Story revolves around 
a beauty contest winner, so Louis 
Brown, .pub. dir., hooked the ‘News’ 
to the idea of looking up the ‘Miss 
Washingtons’ of various contests 
and finding out what they were 
doing now. Brought four three-col 
breaks done by a sob sister, with 
art for three. 


Stronger Color 


From time immemorial red on 
yellow has been the press agent’s 
idea of a flash, and nothing better 
in the way of a color combination 
has been found to date. But for 
sign work try outlining the red !et- 
ters with a comparatively narrow 
line of black. If you never have 
tried this, you will be surprised at 
the increased effectiveness of the 
display. The black holds the red 
within the letter and gives about 
three times the emphasis, 

For printed posters it is not worth 
the cost of another set of plates, 
but for anything which comes out 
of the paint shop it will be well 
worth the extra trouble. 


—_—— 


‘Rogers for President’ 


Cleveland. 

A ‘Will. Rogers for President’ 
campaign, with headquarters in a 
main stem store, had this town 
puzzled and a little excited for a 
couple of days before a reporter ex- 
posed it as a gag planted by M. A. 
Malaney as a build-up for Rogers’ 
current ‘Business and Pleasure.’ . 
Stunt fooled most of ’em, with 
Rogers’ stills and election ballyhoo 
plastered all over the rented store’s 
windows. Expose got more laughs 
and space than it would if gag 
hadn’t been uncovered, 





Headaches 


Exhib looking for a feature for 
his house organ got the idea of 
offering a couple of tickets for the 
best local joke printed each week. 

First week he received from 15 to 
35 copies of a dozen jokes. He ve- 
called having seen two of them ina 
magazine. He ran an evidently orig- 
inal joke and nearly lost some cus- 
tomers when others came around to 
complain that their jokes were bet- 
ter. He told them they had been 
lifted from the comic papers, and 








they all weyt away in a huff, resen*- 
ing the accusation of plagiarism 
The gag is out. 


Bad Two Ways 

There has been almost an epi- 
demic of press book campaigns in 
which an effort is made to hint at 
salaciousness when the picture does 
not present this angle. In a recent 
release, all of the synonyms for sin 
and vice are used to suggest the hot 
picture, but the alleged sin is bet- 
ting on the horses. If there is a 
local kick to the police, the picture 
can be shown, and is found to be as 
pure as the purest baking powder. 

It is supposed to be a good trick 
selling, but itsn’t. Those who are 
bitten once by the appeal of hotness 
get sore and do not come back for 
the next. Meanwhile, those who 
might have liked the picture stay 
away because they got the wronez 
angle. ‘Tell what you have to sel! 
and sell what you say you have. 








Symbol Sales 


A stunt which dates back about 
30 years, and was developed by a 
yadeville comedian, is doing good 
sales work in a town of 20,000. 
Probably it will work just as well 
in the cities, particularly for the 
neighborhoods. In the original it 
was tied to the then new trademark 
of the American Baking Co., the 
symbol found on each package of 
Uneedas. 

The original advertiser wrote a 

letter to managers and booking 
agents soliciting their aid in a psy- 
chological test he desired to make. 
He wrote he would send them a 
symbol which would remind the ob- 
server of his act. About two days 
later he sent the drawing of the 
design. Several managers admiited 
that they thought of the act when- 
eveg they saw the biscuit ad. 
In the adaptation a similar letter 
was sent, but the recipient was told 
that the symbol would represent 2 
particularly good show. In this 
case it is a solid triangle within an 
outline circle. When a picture is to 
be sold intensively this symbol is 
used in all newspaper work, on the 
billboards, on distributed matter, in 
‘vont of the house and sniped. And 
so far it is selling every picture, 
because it is used only on the best 
of the product, 


2 Kid Contests 


Cincinnati. 
Mitzi Green, during her in-person 
engagement at the RKO Albee, was 
pivoted in two contests. One was 
with Kroger chain of grocery stores 
for a coloring contest of a girl char- 
acter designated as Kroger’s 
‘Snoony. Announced in quarter- 
page ade with competition limited 
to children under 12 years, Contest 





as judge. 
escorts at a hotel dinner, attended 
by Mitzi, followed by box party at 
the Albee. There were 12,000 re- 
sponses and so pleased Kroger that 
16 prize winners were selected. 

A Mitzi dinner and theatre party 
also given by the ‘Post’ to a dozen 
of its carriers as winners of a sub- 
scription contest, the first winner re- 
ceiving a bicycle, presented by the 
little performer. 


Uses B. 0. Reports 


One exhibitor writes an envelope 
for each title he has booked and 
then watches ‘Variety’ for the box- 
office reports. When he finds a title 
in the lead line he clips and slips 
into the proper envelope. Just be- 
fore the showing he mounts these 
on a card for the lobby. He knows 
the success follows success and that 
his people like to see what the big 
cities approve. 

By not doing it too often he 
avoids questions when the reports 
do not appear on his boards, 


Slogans 


Here’s another way to have your 
ads read if you are loeated in a 
town under 15,000. Advertise for 
slogans to be used in advertising 
features, offering a ticket for each 
worked into newspaper advertising 
as well as used for the lobby cards, 
each with a small print ‘Supplied 
by ——,’ with the name of the 
author. 

Contestants who win are apt to 
turn sandwich man for a time. 
showing the display to everyone, 
and others look at the display to see 
if their submission has been used. 
It puts in a terrific local kick, and 
a rule that no winner may repeat 
within six weeks keeps the same 





sponsored by Mitzi, who also acted 


people from taking all prizes. 








BEHIND 





the KEYS 








San Francisco. 
United Artists promoted D. J. Mc- 
Nerny from management of the lo- 
cal exchange to district chieftain’s 
post. Oliver Watson up from sales- 
man to head of exchange. 


Ticonderoga, N. Y. 
Ticonderoga added to the list of 
communities in Northern New York 
that permit Sunday movies. At last 
week’s election the voters gave ap- 
proval to Sunday pictures by a 
count of 590 to 275. 


Bronx, N. Y. 
Charles P. Carroll transferred 
from Skouras home office to man- 
ager of Audubon. 





Ramona theatre, formerly’ the 


Bluebird, will close shortly. 





Columbus, March 21. 
Larry Thompson, ass’t at Loew’s 
Broad, shifted to Loew’s in Akron. 





Canton, O. 
Dick Cruisger, from the Warner 
Lincoln, Massillon, to manager of 
the local Alhambra (WB). Suc- 
ceeds Bob Bean who returns to the 
Palace as assistant to George 
Riester. 


Schenectady. 
RKO changes inelude Coney 
Holmes, manager of Proctor’s, to 
Trenton. Succeeded here by Her- 


bert Morgan, manager of the Tem- 
ple, Rochester. 

Bob Ungerfeld to the local Plaza 
from Wisconsin. He succeeds John 


Appleton, sent to the Albee in 
Brooklyn. 

Boone, Ia. 
S. N. Fangman has succeeded 


Chester Lyman as manager of the 
Rialto theatre here. Lyman has 
become affiliated with the Fox- 
Midwest Corp., Kansas City. 


Danville, Va. 
Broadway and Rialto went unde: 
new management when Danville 
enterprise, Inc., took over the play- 
houses on optional lease contracts 


the Publix-Kincey theatre interests 
of North Carolina. Firm operates a 


Danville Enterprise will be part of | 


exchange to Boston. Tom Duane, of 
that branch, to Washington. 

A promotion is Edward Walter, 
poster clerk in the Buffalo exchange, 
to ad sales manager. 

Denver. 

Rick Ricketson made manager of 
the entire Rocky Mountain Division 
by Foxwesco by Skouras Bros. 

Publix has made the following 
changes: Holden Swiger, mgr. of 
the Denver, transferred to Chicago. 
Succeeded here by Jerry Zigmond. 
Walter B. Shuttee, ass’t. at Denver, 
to the local Paramount. A. E. Pat- 
chen, Avalon manager in Grand 
Junction, Colo., will be brought to 
the Denver when Publix closes 
former house. 

Frank Milton has resigned man- 
agership at the Empress, retaining 
the Rivoli. Succeeded by Tom 
Brown, 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Kenneth McMahon, former as- 
sistant manager of the RKO Palace, 
becomes manager of the State, 
moving in from the Rialto, East 
Rochester. Both are Shine houses. 
A. G. liamel, former assistant man- 
ager of the Capitol, goes to the 
Rialto. 
Denver, 
B. B. Grove has bought the Royal 
theatre at Gering, Neb., from Clyde 
Gilland, 


Seattle. 
Tom Olsen to Spokane to manage 
Liberty theatre, purchased by 


Finklestein & Rosenberg, operators 
of Fox-Pacific theatres. Liberty 
former Graumbacher house, 


New York. 
Dave Fred left Saturday (19) for 
Des Moines for a publicity-adver- 
tising assignment in that Publix 
division. His orders were to report 
to Gene Fox, in charge at Des 
Moines. 


Wellman, Ia. 
theatre traded to I. T. 
Alfred, Conesville, for a 40-acre 
farm near Olin and a residence 
property in Olin. 


Wellman 


Waterloo, Ia. 





chain of 14 houses in North and 
South Dakota. 

os on 
by J. Boner Sams. 

Topeka. 

The Grand is now Topeka’'s only 
week run picture house. Also the 
only spot where there has been no 
cut in admission price, the 50c. mark 
sticking. A reduction is expected. 

Jayhawk has gone to three 
tures weekly, Gem is showing four. 
and the Best five. The State has 
cut prices to 35c., lowest stock price 
town has ever known, is using two 
for one and vaude, 








New York, 
George Richardson, ad sales man- 








Hester will be replaced here | 


pic- | 


John Krier takes over manage- 

of the Strand. Cc. W. Peter- 

transferred to Rock Island, Ill 
Dubuque, Ia. 

| IKeota, Ia., Princess, closed on ac- 

count of road conditions in neigh- 

boring territory, has been reopened. 


j; ment 


son 


! 

| Logan, Ta. 
Mrs. A. C. Spraker, Des Moi: 
purchased the Iowa theatre here 
and has assumed the management. 


ies 


Charleston, W. Va. 
Knight, manager of Fair- 
\ theatre, Fairmont, promoted 
| to WE district manager. Succeeds 
J. G. Balmer, newly appointed su- 
|} pervisor of WB's Pittsburgh nabe 


mR EB. 


+ 
101 


ager of the Washington Paramount! theatres. 


Prizes for 12 and their 





Values 


Frequently a clever advertising 
idea will be passed up because it 
costs too much. A manager recent. 
ly passed up a gag that cost five 
cents each in favor of a throwaway 
that stood him $2.50 for 2,000. These 
were used for a house-to-house dis. 
tribution, 

Pretty safe to say that there wag 
a waste of about 500 of the circu. 
lars. Probably another 500 were 
fished out and thrown away without 
reading. Often this percentage of 
waste is higher. If 1,200 actually 
read the circular it is above the 
average, 

That same $2.50 would have paid 
for 50 of the novelties. Each would 
have been shown to from five to 10 
persons. Even at the average of 
five it would not only have reached 
250 persons, but would probably 
have spread further through come. 


ment without showing. And each 
showing would make a far better 
sales impression than the cheap 


circular, 


For the Critic 


What one exhibitor regards as 
one of his best exploitation stunts ig 
saving seats for the only local critic, 
Doesn't know when the reviewer will 
come, but before the house opens 
the crick’s favorite chairs are 
placarded ‘Reserved for Mr. William 
Brown of the Herald.’ And the sign 
is kept on until the reviewer turns 
up, when an usher takes him down 
the aisle and inducts him into his 
seats, returning with the card. 

Might not always work, since 
some reviewers do not care for pa- 
rade, but with a certain type of 
writer the attention does not cause 
him to dislike the show. 





Using Soap Contest 


Denver. 

Dick Adams, Paramount theatre 
publicity director, scored with the 
kids when he tied in with the Ivory 
Soap national soap carving contest. 
The Paramount is running it in 
conjunction with its Saturday 
morning shows. 

A local laundry using the soap 
ran a quarter page calling atten- 
tion to the contest, also distributed 
10,000 heralds and put streamers on 
all trucks. 


Using Cigarettes 


Mexico City. 

Nine local nabe houses have are 
ranged with a cigarette manuface 
turer to give a free admission for a 
stated number of empty cigarette 
boxes, 

A dozen years ago the American 
Tobacco Co. endeavored to work a 
similar scheme, packing coupons in 
each box and 10 of which were ac- 
cepted as admission to any dime 
theatre. The stunt brought such 2 
protest from parents that it was 
abandoned almost as soon as it 
started. 


Sounded Real 


Akron, O. 
Loew's red inked the front page 
of the ‘Times Press’ for ‘Shanghai 
Express’ with copy that read more 
convincingly than most of the red 
ink editions. It announced that 
Marlene Dietrich had been captured 


by Chinese bandits aboard the 
Shanghai express. 
Read convincingly until the last 


line flashed the name of the house, 


Plays for the Cops 


Free admission each weekday 

night to 10 policemen in uniform is 
one stunt used by a house manager 
who does a lot of street stunts. He 
has special tickets printed, and the 
captain of the precinct makes the 
distribution to the men off duty. 
He is supposed to rotate the favors, 
As the day and night platoons shift 
tricks, all of the men get a chance 
at the shows. 
It helps a lot when stunts ure 
being worked, and the manager feels 
that with 10 cops in the house he is 
safe if a panic should occur. The 
tickets are good for two, but stipue- 
late that they shall be presented by 
aman in uniform. 


Endurance Auto Run 
New Haven. 

Paramount tied in with local 

merchants on an endurance auto 

run by Rocket Seeley. Seeley was 

handcuffed to wheel four days and 


nights with start and finish of run 
at the theatre. Merchants gave 
prizes to guessers on mileage piled 
up during run. 
Stunt didn't cost Par a nickel. 
Big Billing 
Baltimore. 
For the premiere of ‘Tarzan’ at 
| the Stanley the Metro home office 
}put on the campaign with three 
168-sheet stands made up of six 


21-sheets each, streamered. 
Biggest display ever seen in Bal- 





timore, not excluding the circus. 
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German Films Strive for Broad 
U. 5. Market with Imposed Titles 


Superimposed English titles will 
go on all German pictures shown in 
the United States in the future. Leo 
Brecher and Capital Films, have 
definitely declared for the titles on 
all their future product, with the 
few smaller distribs forced to 
line up. 

Move is called a necessity by both 
Brecher and Capital because, they 
claim, the market for German pic- 
tures in America must be increased 
and titles are called the only way 
of opening new avenues of revenue. 

Titles Pass Test 

Brecher has been experimenting 
with English superimposed titles for 
some time and for the past year has 
used some sort of titling for all his 
pictures. Now, with his recent ac- 
quisition of all Ufa product, he is 
definitely sold on titles all around. 

Deciding test on titles is said to 
have come several weeks ago when 
Max Goldberg, indie distributor, 
stuck English titles on ‘Das Lied Ist 
Aus’ (‘The Song is Ended’) at his 
own Europa Theatre, New York, 
after it had run five weeks in its 
original form. Addition of the titles 
is claimed to have increased his 
business to the point where the 
film could be held another four or 
five weeks. 


Export Ban on Money 
Impels Osso to Start 
Producing in Hungary 


Budapest, March 12. 
Picture producing has got started 
in Hungary. Two new Hungarian 
pictures, ‘Kiss Me, Darling’ and 
‘Piri Knows Everything,’ have just 


been finished at Hunnia Studios, 
and Osso, the French company, 
which has formed a Franco-Hun- 


garian producing company under 
the name of Minerva, has entered 
into the possession of the studio. 
Lease will run five months, with 
more pictures to come if the first 
three prove satisfactory. 

Government restrictions prohibit- 
ing export of money earned in this 
country, impel foreigners to invest 
money earned here. Foreign com- 
panies have discovered that pictures 
are a form of value which they can 
conveniently export, and are invest- 
ing in them here accordingly. Local 
capital also is interested, and al- 
ready there are voices against leas- 
ing the one available sound- 
equipped studio to foreigners when 
Hungarian independent producers 
are waiting to take up the lease. 

First Osso picture to be made 
here, in French only, is ‘American 
Boy,’ adapted from a play by Pierre 
Veber. Albert Prejean and Anna 
Bella are leads, and Gallone is di- 
recting. 

Next picture, with scenario by a 
Hungarian authoress, is to be made 
in four language versions and di- 
rected by Paul Fejos. Third will 
probably be a picture based on a 
Gaston Leroux detective’ story, 
adapted by Bouquet. 

Osso-Minerva will employ Hun- 
garian talent as far as_ possible, 
and of course in all Hungarian ver- 


Salary Record 


London, Marcn 21. 

British International has given 
Margot Grahame, ingenue, a fur- 
ther year’s contract at $1,450 week- 
ly, which is a record salary for a 
girl here. 

First assignment under the new 
terms will be the title role in ‘Maid 
of the Mountains,’ which was a 
stage operetta. 


Loew’s Look-See Abroad 


Paris, March 21. 
Arthur Loew here to start a sur- 
vey of conditions on the Continent. 
Soon as he’s through he’ll go on to 
London. 
Tentative plans call for a return 
to New York about the end of April. 








PARIS WEATHER OK—BIZ NG 
Paris, March 21. 
Weather continues beautiful here, 
despite business conditions. 
B. 0. reports all way off. 
Spaniards’ Search 
Berlin, March 13. 
Spanish film people are 
negotiating for sound film ap- 
Paratus which is free of royalties. 





Several 


here 








WB Weighing ‘Illegal’ 
For Release in States 


London, March 21. 


Jack Warner is extending his 
gritish stay to await the finished 
print of ‘Illegal,’ made here for 


Warners. 

Warner wants to see whether the 
picture’s good enough for American 
release. 


JOINVILLE OPEN; 
ECONOMY T0 
BE RULE 





Paris, March ‘21. 

Paramount has reopeneé its Join- 
ville studios, with three companies 
going to work immediately. Com- 
plete schedule for foreign produc- 
tion has not been made up yet, but 
considerable pruning and switching 
will go into effect. 

Immediately after ordering re- 
opening of the studios, J. H. Seidel- 
man, Par’s foreign chief, and Rob- 
ert Kane, foreign production mana- 
ger, left for London to look over 
the Elstree production activities, 
notion being to get closer co-opera- 
tion between the two studios. 

Steven Fitzgibbons has been or- 
dered from Joinville to Elstree 
where he will become production 
supervisor. Walter Morosco, cur- 
rent production supervisor in Eng- 
land, was dropped, as also David 
Cunningham, studio manager. 

Most important thing being at- 
tempted by Seidelman and Kane is 
to institute drastic budget cuts on 
production and on every other pos- 
sible angle of making pictures 
abroad for the foreign markets. 





London, March 21. 
‘Lily Christine,’ Paramount’s new- 
est London-made talker, is ready 
for distribution. Paul Stein, who 
directed, is leaving for Hollywood 
where it’s understood he'll go to 
work for Radio. 


Fox Advocates School 
Films for Australia 


Sydney, Feb. 17. 

Local office of Fox gave a speciul 
screening of shorts before the State 
Education Bureau. Officials may in- 
stall sound in the high schools of 
New South Wales. At present only 
silents are screened. 

Stanley Crick, m. d. of Fox here, 
is behind the scheme. 


Donada’s 6 Mons. 


London, March 1%. 

C. J. Donada has six months’ lease 
on the Leicester Square theatre 
here for his concern, County Ci- 
nemas, Ltd. Profit accruing from 
operating will be divided 50-50 be- 
tween Sir Walter Gibbons, owner, 
and the Donada Co. 

The J. L. Sachs project is still 
not dead, so Joe says, but he can- 
not use the theatre immediately, as 
his stage idea would take a lot of 
casting. RKO formerly leased this 
house. 














Connolly Moves 


Paris, March 21. 

Jack Connolly here for a few days 
after business trip to London. He 
started the works there for some 
Trans-Lux theatres, 

From here he goes to Berlin and 
then sails back to New York on 
March 31. 





DENHAM LEAVING BRIT. PAR 
London, March 21. 
Reginald Denham is leaving Par- 
amount British after a year as dia- 
log editor. 
He'll go back to play producing, 
his work before joining Par. 





Siemens’ Dividend 
Berlin, March 13. 
Siemens company announce the 
distribution of a 9% dividend for 
the financial year, ending Sept. 39, 


1931, 








14 Italian Homemades 


Of 319 Total in 1931 


Films shown in Italy during 1931 
dropped off about 25%. Figures 
are 319 subjects in 1931 as against 
410 in 1930, it is revealed in U. S. 
Commerce Trade Report. 

Of the 319 pictures the United 
States provided 187, the other 132 
being split among all other Euro- 
pean countries. Only 14 were made 
in Italy itself by major Italian com- 
panies. 


1 OF SHANGHAI HOUSES 
OPEN: ALL DOING BIZ 


Shanghai, Feb. 25. 

The war brought about a number 
of changes in the theatre world 
here. But seven picture houses 
are running in Shanghai; 21 houses 
are dark in the city’s war zone. 

The only first run house which 
remains closed is the Nanking 
theatre on Avenue Eduard VIII in 
the French concession. Owners 
are Chinese and were threatened by 
some patriotic society, so the di- 
rector closed the doors and moved 
ail his relatives and friends in. 
About 100 persons in all are mak- 
ing the theatre their home. 

Curfew rings daily at 10 p. m., 
but theatres close down three hours 
earlier. That’s true in Tientsin, 
also. Opening at 3 p. m., that gives 
the theatres four hours daily to do 
business. All theatres are playing 
to capacity business. 

No new pictures are being re- 
leased. All the theatres are using 
product they had previously shown 
for second and third runs. 








Fox Film has been reorganized 
under the Chinese Trade Act. Title 
of the company’s Shanghai office 
now is Fox Film Federal Inc., U. 
S. A. Delbert Goodman is presi- 
dent; Clayton Sheehan and W. C. 
Michel vice-presidents; Beverly 
Griffith, treasurer. 





Am. Changes in Prague 
New Czech Prod. Co. 


Prague, March 14. 

A number of changes in the 
management of American film-pro- 
ducing concerns for Czechoslovakia 
have taken place. Josef Kabelac is 
now director of United Artists, suc- 
ceeding Councillor Schmitt who has 
joined the directorship of the Czech 
A. B. company. Director Richter 
now heads M-G-M. Richter, un- 
til lately, was connected with 
Paramount in Agram, Jugoslavia. 
Richter is assisted by Robert Fantl, 
until recently connected with Chi- 
cago films, and for years director 
of the Sasch company in Vienna. 

A new Czechoslovak company, 
Film-Studio, has been formed to 
produce films at moderate cost, 
headed by the Czech film manager 
Gustav Machaty, Otto Sonnenfeld of 
Slavia Films and Hackenschmidt, 
noted photographer. 

The first Czechoslovak  film- 
producing concern to enter in com- 
petition with the already estab- 
lished A. B. Company has been 
formed under the name of Host- 
A. G. Co., with headquarters at 
Hostivar near Prague. The new 
company is headed by Director 
Kafka of the Mercur insurance com- 
pany, Groh, managing director, and 
Feucl, theatre owner, who controls 
certain movie-apparatus interests. 








White Arms’ $14,500, London Empire 
Low Mark: Lent Hurts West End B.0. 





—_ 


TOBIS’ VIENNA STUDIO 


German Firm Seeks Affiliation 

with Austrian-Sascha 
Berlin, March 13. 

Tobis has decided to open a branch 

in Vienna for collecting license fees. 

Company also plans to unite, to a 

certain extent, with Austrian- 

Sascha, film company, with a view 
of joint utilization of studios. 


It is thought that Lothar Stark 
Co., Lamac-Ondra, Muelleneisen- 


Osso and Sudfilm company are apt 
to produce in Vienna in conjunction 
with Tobis. Negotiations between 
Tobis and Austrian authorities re- 
garding the quota have also taken 
place. 


NIBLO, HAKIM 
SPLIT AFTER 
IST FLOP 


London, March 21. 

Fred Niblo split with Eric Hakim 
three days before finishing ‘Dia- 
mond Cut Diamond,’ Hakim’s 
second of three pictures for Metro. 
Maurice Elvey, British producer, 
will finish the picture. 

Niblo’s first picture for Hakim, 
‘Two White Arms,’ shown for the 
first time last week, got a terrific 
press panning, with Niblo swearing 
he advised Hakim against making 
it. 

Impression in the trade is that 
Niblo caused the present fight before 
finishing his picture in order to 
avoid further damaging his pres- 
tice. Probability is that Elvey will 
get screen credit as co-director 
letting the American out of full re- 
sponsibility. 

Hakim argues that Niblo failed 
to fulfil expectations and Niblo re- 
plies that Hakim supervised in the 
wrong places. Meantime Niblo left 
for Germany Saturday (19) with a 
new contract. 

Niblo’s salary and expenses from 
Hakim brought him about $1,500 
weekly. 


Edmond See, Critic, 


New Chief Paris Censor 


Paris, March 21. 
Edmond See, president of the 
Critics’ Association, has been named 
chief censor to start immediately. 
He replaces the late Paul Ginisty. 


FARRAUD RESIGNS 
Paris, March 12. 

Jean Farraud, the yaumont- 
F'ranco-Film-Aubert theatre head, 
resigned and left within 24 hours 
to be succeeded by Andre Pineau, a 
young engineer. 

Farraud objected to bankers in- 
terfering in the circuits bookings. 

















One-Third of World’s 61,551 Cinemas 
Now Wired; U. S. Loses as Others Gain 





HOFFBERG’S BIG 4 DEAL 


J. H. Hoffberg has closed with 
Big 4 Films for foreign distribution 
of the latter company’s next sea- 
son’s pictures. 

Hoffberg already has the FEuro- 
pean and South American rights to 
Peerless and Chesterfield pictures. 


2 PARIS OPS. BURNED 
Paris, March 21. 
Two operators were badly burned 
in a booth fire at a small Montpar- 
nasse picture house. 
Audience remained quiet till the 
fire was put out. 





VANDAL’S FILM AIM 
Berlin, March 13. 

Marcel Vandal, chief off Delac- 
Vandal, is here seeking partners for 
a co-production project. 

Negotiations are on at present 
with Ufa, but Emelka may also step 
in, 





An exhaustive and official survey 
just completed shows there are now 


61,551 film theatres in the entire 
world and that little over one-third 
of these are equipped for sound. 

Considered most amazing is tha: 
these figures proclaim increases in 
theatie population in every part of 
the wor!d with the exception of the 
United States and Africa. 

During the height of depression 
in 1931, Evrope, Latin America and 
Africa doubled the 1930 total of 
their sound installations while the 
Near East went from one theatre 
with an equipment to 16 talker 
houses. Worldwide installations, in- 
cidentally, jumped from 19,894 in '30 
to 28,617 at the close of last year. 

Biggest dent in lowering the total 
of film theatres during 1931, from 
its total of 64,365 in °30, is caused 
by U. S. darkenings. There were 
2,721 of those here, while Africa 


(Continued on page 40) 


London, March 21. 
West End picture houses are do- 
ing poorly, with the lowest grosses 
attributed to the pre-Easter slump. 
Lack of attractions that pull, how- 
ever, may have something to do 
with it. 
Estimated Grosses 
(At current rate of exchange) 
Empire—‘Two White Arms’ (Met- 
ro). Big disappointment. Eric 
Hakim produced this one, with Fred 
Niblo directing and Adolphe Menjou 


acting. It got just about $14,500 for 
a new low at this house. ‘Hell 
Divers’ (Metro) followed in and 
looks like a real smash. 
Regal—‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and 


‘The Menace’ (Col). Surprisingly 
good at $12,670, probably on the Ed- 
gar Wallace pull. Could hold over, 
but house is sticking to the weekly 
change policy. 


Tivoli — ‘Delicious’ (Fox) (3rd 
week). Averaging under $10,860, 
which is better than expected, but 


vacating March 27 to make room for 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). 
Plaza—‘Aren't We All?' 
Locally made by Paramoun, 
ring Gertrude Lawrence and 
rected by Harry Lachman. 
smash and holdover. 
Cariton—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 


(Par). 
star- 
di- 
Sure 


Getting a heavy play and a cinch 
for a month. 
Marble Arch — ‘War Is Hell’ 


(Resco). This one made by a small 
indie German concern has limited 
appeal, but ought to hold on a fort- 
night. 





‘Tarzan’ Synced in 3 
Tongues at Record 
Low $10,000 Budget 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Metro will start synchronizing 
three versions of ‘Tarzan’ this week 
in French, German and _ Italian. 
Marquis de la Falaise has been 
spotted to meg the French, others 
not set yet. 

Each of the versions has been 
budgeted at $10,000, lowest produc- 
tion cost of any synced picture yet 
made by a major studio. 

Production schedule for the ver- 
sions has been set at eight days, 
also a pre-production paper record. 


TRI-ERGON SUES 19 ON 
GERMAN RIGHTS IN U. S. 


Nineteen distributors of foreign 
films in the United States have been 
served in a suit by Tri-Ergon charg- 
ing conspiracy and fraud and ask- 
ing for an accounting of profits 
from German made films distrib- 
uted on this side. Suit was filed in 
New York Supreme Court by Amer- 
ican Tri-Ergon “orp., Tri-Ergon A. 
G. and Tri-Ergor Holding A. G. It 
is a separate suit from the one Tri- 
Ergon has in the courts against all 
American companies to sustain its 
patents, 

In the present suit, Tri-Ergon 
alleges that it had previous agree- 
ments with the German film pro- 
ducers including Klangfilm, Ton 
Bild Syndicate and Universal Films 
(UFA) which gave Tri-Ergon 
American rights on all their films. 
Conspiracy charge comes out of the 
angle that all American or other 
companies distributing the German 
pictures on this side had been 
warned that Tri-Ergon owned the 
rights but went on dealing with the 
German producers, 

Tri-Ergon also wants the court 
to order that all future German films 
shown in the United States must 
be stamped as having been made 
under Tri-Ergon patents. 

William Fox owns Tri-Ergon. 
Hirsh, Newman, Reass & Becker 
are representing Tri-Ergon. 


Duvales’ $1,200 


Paris, Marcl 12. 
Last legit comedian to go pie- 
tures is Duvales of the Palais Royal. 














His first screen effort is ‘Paris 

Mediterranean’ and got him a Nae 

tan contract at $1,200 per week. 
For France this is exceedingly 


good money. 
BEAUDINE’S BRITISH DEAL 
Hollywood, March 21. 
William Beaudine is in necotiae- 


; tion with a British company to di- 


rect a series of pictures over there. 
If it’s closed, megger will leave 
here in two weeks. 
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New York will see it Tonight 
at Winter Garden:... 
You'll see it March 31st at 
Trade Showings Everywhere! 
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SHORTS 


Specially selected to 
Fill the Bill with 


“THE CROWD ROARS” 
“SEA LEGS” 


All-Star Musical Revue 


TED HUSING 
Sport Slants No. 7 


se eeeee With Ann Dvorak, Eric Linden......- “CROSBY, COLOMBO 


Directed — and how! — by HOWARD HAWKS ere marie Melodies Cartoon 


See eenealbanteet ai eree-eertryeenere 
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PLAY-DATES? 
RKO Keith 
SYRACUSE, N.Y 
saan - RKO Keith's 
Smash Twin Opening in giant Publix theatres set for April first! “OMA, W 
)  Atop-notch picture in top-notch houses! Columbia “natural” is RKO Hippodrome 
attracting big play-dates by the dozen from every direction! FT. WORTH, TEX 
7 RKO Males 
STANWYCK’S EMOTIONAL MASTERPIECE! 
Giving everything she’s got in a performance that reaches 
genius. Great story and cast. It’s your picture—it’s 
EVERYBODY’S PICTURE! 
with REGIS TOOMEY—ZASU PITTS PRO Palace 
Lucien Littlefield Robert Alden Se Keith q 
Story by Sarah Y. Mason : ; 
Dialogue by Jo Swerling and Robert Riskin Pictures im these houses 





have got to pay!-Take a 
tip from the big bookers 


Book ’’SHOPW ORN“Y NO W! 


Directed by NICHOLAS GRINDE 
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Film Contracts in Upheaval as 


Chi Theatres 


+ 





Chicago, March 21, 

Exchanges which thought they 
were through with booking and con- 
tract troubles, now that double fea- 
tures are the local exhib craze, are 
being upset again as they find more 
and more contracts being repudi- 
ated. This is due to the number of 
switches in theatre ownership lo- 
cally. 

Every time a new 
into theatre business he disclaims 
any responsibility for the picture 
contracts of his predecessor, leav- 
ing the exchanges with a flock of 
contracts. Exchanges have found 
it impossible in most instances to 
make any amicable settlement of 
these claims and have been calling 
in the law in order to get somebody 
to make good. Several judgments 
have been won by the exchanges, 
but in most cases the results in the 
end hardly worth the 
and trouble. In most cases the in- 
coming owner claims that he can 
buy pictures cheaper than the prices 


owner steps 


were expense 


named in the existing papers. 
Theatres locally have been switch- 


ing hands with unusual rapidity. 
While many owners are not able to 
keep going under the present eco- 
nomic strain, the theatres have 
found a new operator ready to take 
a chance on the show business. 
Ayers’ Chinese Film 
Hollywood, March 21. 


Lew Ayers draws the stellar as- 
signment in ‘Shanghai Interlude.’ 
This is Universal’s contribution to 
the cycle of Chinese war stories. 





Switch Ownership 


VOTE AGAINST SUNDAYS 





Kans. Municipal Elections Favor 


Closed Theatres 


March Zi. 
Although state officials are under 

federal injunction preventing them 

from enforcing the Sunday Labor 


Topeka, 


laws as applied to Fox theatres in| 


six Kansas counties, municipal elec- 


tions are going against Sunday 
showings. Hearings on the injunc- 





tion is to be held at Wichita next 
month, case having been appealed to 
the federal circuit of appeals. 

Emporia, one of the towns affected 
by the injunction, voted 1,984 to 
1,605 against Sunday films. Theatre 
men and city officials have pre- 
viously agreed to stand by the de-| 
cision of the t At Garden 
City 1,200 in Sunday chools and 
church congregations signed pledges 
forbidding attendance at any thea- 
tre performance on Sunday. 

Kansas City, March 21. 


Two Fox theatres, the Strand and 


in 


Wedster, Ottawa, Kan., gave 

shows Sunday (20) afternoon and 

after the night church services. 
Sheriff of the county and city 


police chief were served with copies 


of the injunction issued by Judge 
Pollock restraining interference 


with the operation of 
atres in Kansas. 


the Fox the- 





Skouras-Publix-WB 


VARIETY 21 


—— - ~ 


-. |einaeen Out to Cut F-WC Nut 


Work on Upstate Plan. 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“IMPRESSIONS OF 1932"’ 
(Mar. 19), Penn, _ Pittsburgh 


WALTER DARE 


WAHL 


“The Original Fall Guy” 
With EMMET OLDFIELD 


Dir.: Lyons & I Lyons | 


PAUL LITTLE 


In Person 
cae © yons ¢ & Lyons 


RITA DE-LANO 


That Mountain of Blues 


Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 


FRANKIE FINN 
Dir.: Tishman & O'Neil 
Chester Hale’s Impression Girls 





Dir.: 





re 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY” 
(Mar. 19), Ohio, Columbus es 


WOHLMAN 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office 





BERINOFF and 
CHARLOT 


International Dancing Stare 


HECTOR 


AND PALS 
“Let That Airdale Out” 


MULROY, McNEECE 
& RIDGE 


wie. 


Johnny Hyde—Wam, 


Morris Office 


By a Million; Can Turn Circutt 











Rochester, N. Y March 21. 
Skouras Brothers are in negotia- 
tion with Warners and Publix in| e 
house swapping deals in this up-| 0 ox Ccor in Y to fa 
state section. Around six houses} p , 
concerned. | 
Names of the theatres are not > - 
given but the deal calls for Skouras 
Ange MI 
|} to turn over three sites to Warne! LATE-RISING JANITOR W 
two to Publix and Skouras to take = — 
| one from Publix. Plan is one whi Wet Sidewalk at 6:45 A. M. Gets ‘ ~ 
|was started by Harry Arthur ‘ Theatre Sued si scbchi a 
i : : DD s I \\ 
| cording to report, when he was g.1 . : 
P I ! \I i ! aSsce iined 1im 
of the Fox eastern houses. Skourases Ss A ‘ a 
. ’ = S i 
|}are now completing the idea : W , Sil} dl by . 
rit \ > " 
itwo houses which Publix gets a WW s'D 
| presumed to be a pair that cir ¢ O:40 a ' 
i|formerly operated but had turned| i $2,000 damages ; S : . 
over to Fox. Warner end of the| band asks $700 addi na — : 
| ‘ he = aii Si is ¢« t + GS & » 
plan has been completed. ‘ : : ze wa : and $500.00 ant a 
General scheme, being completed | om-aeas 1 it F och 7 ; isis of $10,000 week 
by Charles Caballero, who is acting| Y®S ® ral - The Skou Fox contract S 
. : lege = the e; é ‘ 5 
for Skouras, is to round out the sult a S* = ens pusen mostly a percentage V1 re ent 
. . — le ‘ +) Sic < 
| Skouras operation upstate. Cabal-| ' A oO! id : | a ereby the Sk s Br s are 
lero formerly was in charge of main- | | paid fro profits onls It is purely 
|} tenance of Fox Theatres under A D ° 5] manage! nt dea ind W é 
thur Negotiations are bei bli W t (0) S S ers \ 
chur. \tions are 1 rublix Wont Upen ras Brothers may draw 
in New You 7 i n ~ S 
| ae se Up to Legits in against the chain's 
Warners has taken over 1 h Th Bi OK Percentage Scheme 
local theatres which were formerly | out . 10 1Z 4 ! Ske ras rot Lhe perce! tace 
Fox houses but more rec entiv oper- | a | } I ron 4 ry Art ll when 
ated by the interests. Sites ar the | A1t] » fow p } 1 at é i i as east " I 
ras . ‘ Oupxil « Le‘ St! Ly Doo ings > | 
Avon, Utica and Majest WE + shows in the south and & _| was among Arthu idea ) - 
also has the Stanley, here atl har a nicels ’ hen pla 1 | build Fox West Coast y sharing 
west i e done icely vhen playec 
| Stanley is ing vaudeville and 113 , ’ » actual profits of the chain wit 
t] — yr he ae Seat / pee , for Publix, and for the opposition, | the a ~ A ol hes € cna iO 
e Majestic as ee ark for + te : actu Pati yperators. 
; geeuiG «na een Publix is not encouraging stage} *°tUal theatre opera E : 
months, ae : ; When it was seen that the Fox 
!shows in that section. Any - me 5 : : 
Sptiadbedieadad ss : tn : people wouldn't go for the idea, 
| legit attraction goes into a Pub lix tog. : ‘ 
Stewart's See | : haps" < x| while Clarke was president and 
Aye theatre in that section it i be a one : 
Lem Stewart, on the advertising | ; ; | later, under Tinker, the Skourases 
‘ ; : "© | rare instance, according to home|...) ; , instituted the ner 
and exploitation end with Publix Peete vite te ng picked it up and instituted the per- 
( > c ° . J 
for years, is on a six months leave © : , , centage plan through advice from 
of absenc Thought of occasionally trying! arthur and in their eastern prop 
absence, aap aot , i E dy é < t as F ( = 
straight legit troupes in regular film | erties, but only in part. 
| MOUNEE ONG OF TWO Ware - week 1S} =6-The deal which the. Skouras 
A LOEW PRODUCTION not looked upon as promising much | Brothers closed with Arthur for the 
‘““CUBAN HOLIDAY” either way. One reason is that | eastern Fox houses (Fox-Poli exe 
| some houses that would probably] ¢ d ae a 50-50 profit share 
| (Mar. 19), Century, Baltimore | ‘ | clude¢ ) was on a 900-00 proft shai 
= _——— —————— _ f swell business with a drop-in legit | ing basis with Fox as between the 
The International Comedy Couple J/ #re not properly equipped to handle | jatter and Skouras. Basis of con- 
| Cc Li c F | such a presentation, besides whicl | tract was ownership. W. C. Michel 
| there are stagehand and other diffi-} is credited with fixing the FWCe 


AND 


MARION 


Dir.: Li yons & I.yons 


0’Kanlon » Zambuni 


DANCE CREATORS 
Smart and Sensational 
Dir. Chas. V. Yates 


THE 3 GOBS 


STILL WORKING 
HI-DE-HI 
Nat Kalcheim—Wm. Morris Office 
JACK REID 
“SINGING THE BLUES” 


Dir.: Alex Hanlon & Sam Shepard 


CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 








Dir.: 











LOEW PRODUCTION 


FROLIC OF 1932” 
; (Mar. 19), Loew's Rochester 





STEVE FREDA and 
sonnny PALACE 


Inc. 





Dir.: John Hyde—Wm. Morris Agency, 


PASQUAL! BROS. 
JOYCE YCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer™ 











CARLOS PETERSON 


A LOEW 


PRODUCTION 


‘“‘WESTWARD HI-HO” 


___ (Week March 18) Capitol, New York 


DON 


BARCLAY 


CARLTON BOYS 


“Knockin’ Around” 
Per. Dir.: Irv. & Chas. V. Yates 


CHESTER HALE’S 




















“Cyrations Galore” 


NICHOLAS DAKS 
“Twists and Turns” 


Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 


HI-HO GIRLS 


OSCAR RAGLAND 


and 


ROBT. G. PITKIN 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 
Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 


(Mar. 19), State, Cleveland 








BOB 


MURPHY 


with 


DICK and DOROTHY 


Dir.: Murphy & Daly 


AL and RAY 


SAMUELS 
JOHNNY HYMAN 


“Word Magician” 


Dir.: Lyons and Lyons 








DAVE TANNEN 


Koo Koo Komik 


culties, 


Skouras deal. 


Al Jolson recently played Shreve-| On the FWC deal the Skourases 
port, La., for Publix in ‘Wonder| own nothing. They merely manage. 
| Bar,’ doing $4,500 on one perform-]| However, they have a year’s grace 
|} ance, claimed unusually big. Ho v-| to reject the operation of FWC, ace 
| ever, the show isn't going into other| cording to information,’ and can 


Publix points 
| in 


‘Student 


the south, 


has played a couple of 
dates. Recently against Publix in 
El Paso, Tex., this operetta stole the 


|} town’s business. On Saturday (12), 
|; doing a matinee and night in Dal- 
jlas, the same show drew $12,000 


against Publix. 


Md. Cuts Increase 


, ° 
Prince,’ also} 


Siditiieere. March 21, 


Dir. : 


Meyer North—Thanks Miss Gillman 


Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WHIRLIGIGS” 
(Mar. 19), _Palace, > eel 


4 FLASH DEVILS 


S. W. WARREN 


Cc. P. WADE Cc. A. BANKS 
“8 Feet of Flash’’ 
Per. Dir. Dir. Harry Romm 


c. C. GILL 


BARTE“ARDEN 


Dancers of All 
TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS 


VIOLA and JERRY 


La VERNE 


[rom Cave Man to Gigulo 
PAUL KEAST 


Dramatic Baritone 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DANCE DREAMS” 


_ (Week Mar. 18), Paradise, New York 


Buck» Bubbles 


“Rhythm for Sale” 


Nat Nazzaro 


Persona! Direction: 


| IVAN TRIESAULT 


Famous 


International 


Dancer 


and Pantomimist 


| OLIVE SIBLEY 


“The 


Songbird of 


} Dir.: 


aro 
5 


7T 


} 


ro Cont 


, 


MARY MILES 


Hollywood's 
| Dir.: ¢ 


Ac 


4 


obatic 


IO” 


Sensation 


rgill-I 


son 





Direction Lyons & Lyons 


Chester Hale’s Whirligigs 








|| Chester Hale's Dream Damsels 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FORWARD MARCH” 
__ (iar, 18), Valencia, Jamaica 


Terrell &Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Yir.: 


CANDREVA 
6 BROS 6 


1 & Dobson 


LOYALTA'S 


* Arabian Stallions” 


Eddie Meyers 





Cargi 


Gangster films boosted censor 
board cuts for the period Oct. 1, 
1930, to Sept. 30, 1931. Report has 
been issued by the Maryland State 
Board. Cuts in the previous year 
totaled 148. Last year they in- 


creased to 403, 

3usiness for the 
; the depression for 
| crease of 1,881,491 in the footage of 
| original film viewed during 1931. 
| Only two small fines were levied 
jagainst exhibitors by the board 
|during the period covered by 
| report. 


censors reflected 
there was a de- 





Scuthwest Looks a 
Little Better to Publix 


j 
The central south and southwest, 
| beginning to feel warm weather, is 


|; showing signs of picking up a little, 
looking 


| with 
promising, 





the | 


Publix 


Arizona 


states 
divisional 


| es 


particularly 


director. 


O'Donnell, 


Latter 


|} has 


returned to N York after a 


ew 


|} six weeks’ tour of his territory. 

On the strength of indications at 
{this time, it doesn’t appear that it 
|will be necessary to close more 
|houses this summer than last in 


it sector, according to O'Donnell 


SWIGERT IN CHICAGO 


, 


Teir 


Cha 


v. 


Yates 





FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 


CHESTER HALE’S 








Chicago, March 21. 
Holden Swigert is now manage 
|; of the southside deluxe Tivoli for 
| Publix-B. & K. Swigert comes 
from the Ds r theatre, Denver. 
Ta the vacar left by the 
deat ‘ Jack Mansfield who had 
te ( irge of the house 
Frisco Nabe Robbery 
San Francisco, March 
Robber opened the safe 
wrhood Sutte: rire 
ay with $500. 
Theft was discovered } Hla 
[ anr manage m tie 
; te e ts, 


hand the chain back to Fox at the 


|end of 12 months. 


Meantime, the Skourases are ape 
| parently being advised on operue 
tion by Oscar Oldknow, former 
exec-vice president of the circuit 
for Fox. fecent appointment of 
Leonard A. Woolman, Chase rep, 
as personal assistant to ‘Ek. KR, 
Tinker, with Woolman to act for 


Fox on the Coast as special finan- i 





cial overseer of Fox West Cozxst, 
is another new angle to this cire- 
cuit’s operation, 

teen Miss., March 2! 


Senate of the Mississippi Legisi«- 
ture last week unanimously passed 
the amusement tax bill levying a 
10% privilege tax on all 
ments. 


aniuse. 


New 
Mis 


March 21 
10° 


Orleans, 


Due to sissippi's 


amMmuséee 


ment tax, to be in effect until 1954, 
several small town exhibitors have 
written into local film exchanges 
stating that unless there is a ree 


duction in film rental they will close 
their houses, 

Publix controls and operates most 
the better houses in Mississippi. 


of 





Publix-RKO Pool 


Des Moines, March 21 


Paramount-Publix will operata 
the theatres here and in Cedar Ra- 
pids under a pooling arrangement 
with RKO. 

Both circuits have two theatres 
each in Des Moines. Publix has 
two and RKO one in Cedar R 1 


ILLINOIS PICKETING 
Aurora, Ill, March 21. 


Polka Brothers, operating a chain 








of theatres in Geneva and nearby 
comn itie have appealed the 
CO g te en) r opera . ym 
| t e Fa ! G t 
It's res ( a i spute 

i 4 ! f cet l 
——_— 





FREDA 
SULLIVAN 


Featured Dancer 
With F. & M. 


} ‘<TITCH IN TIME” Idea 
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DAVID O. SELZNICK 
PRODUCTION 
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AVERAGE GROSSES ASSURED wiru tus STAR-STUDDED JAMBOREE 



















LAUGHTER 
BEAUTY.. 
MELODY. . 


speeded to the 
whirling tempo 
of a springtime 
fun festival... 














& 


Galaxy of Headline Comics to Make the Wild 
West Wilder and the Rockies Roar . 


WHEELER-WOOLSEY 


EDDIE QUILLAN DOT LEE MITZI GREEN KITTY KELLY 
ARLINE JUDGE Directed by WILLIAM SEITER 
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To all Trade Papers and Trade 
Paper editors in the motion 
picture industry! 


WARNING! 


We advise you to have your printers 


set up in type and keep standing for 
emergency use the following head-lines: 


“TARZAN, THE APE 


MAN” BREAKS ALL 
RECORDS AT ‘i, 


This advice is based on the fact that in its very first engagement, at 
the Stanley Theatre, Baltimore, against keenest competition (includ- 
ing Lent) TARZAN, THE APE MAN captured the house record, 
beating the previous record-holder “Hell Divers” by a wide margin 
—and that’s some achievement for Lent! TARZAN, THE APE MAN 
broke the opening day, Friday, matinee record the Saturday matinee 
record with doors closed at 12:50 and 2,000 on line stretching 
around the block! In taking the house record it smashed the totals 
of M-G-M’s biggest hits, including “Mata Hari”, “The Champ”, 
“Emma” and others. Ask M-G-M for the sensational, showman- 
ship campaign used in Baltimore. Get ready, gentlemen, The 


Trader Horn of 1932is here! A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Picture! (of course!) 
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SKOURAS BROS, NAME 
SIX F-WC DIV. MGR, 


Los Angeles, March 21, 
District manager system is now 
tn effect in the Los Angeles and 
southern California divisions of 
Fox-West Coast with the appoint- 
ment last week of six supervisors 
py the Skouras brothers 





These are Ed Smith, in charge of 
14 houses east and north of here; 
Hal Niedes, Pasadena and Glen- 
dale; Lew Clark, all beach theatres: 
Bob Smith and George Fowser, from 
St. Louis, splitting the Los Angeles 
excepting the §first-run 
Loew's State; and Harry Hartman, 


houses 











FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 














San Diego, Calexico and El Centro. 

Publicity department has been 
centralized at the home office un- 
der control of Robert Collier, with 
Mel Riddle, Thayer Ridgway and 
Troy Orr assisting. 

Bruce Fowler, former Pasadena 
city manager, becomes assistant to 
Charles Skouras. All managers held 
a meeting last Wednesday (16) at 
the Ambassador with the heads. 





Fox-Midland Changes 
Kansas City, March 21. 

Following changes made in the 
Fox-Midland circuit since the chain 
went under the management of the 
Skourases: 

H. E. Jameyson, assistant to 
division manager Rhoden; Edward 
Shanberg, in charge of booking with 
Allan Karf and 
assistants; F. E. Ritter, previously 
in charge of booking now head of 
statistical department. 

Territory handled by the Kansas 
City office divided into four 
tricts. District No. 1 includes Kan- 
sas City, Mo., Kansas City, Kansas, 


and Excelsior Springs, Mo.; Wil- 
liam H. Wagner, is district mana- 
ger, District No. 2 includes all 
| cities in Missouri and is under the 
management of Hort Ulrich. Dis- 
trict No. 3 includes houses in east- 
ern Kansas and is under Harry 
McClure. District No. 4 includes 
western Kansas theatres under Nat 
Holt. 

Fred Souttar, formerly of the 
division office here, now manager 
of the Gillioz, Springfield, Mo.; Roy 





Cato, formerly organist in Wichita, 
becomes manager of the Granada, 
Kansas City, Kans.; Phil Hill, now 
in charge of theatres at Ottawa, 
Kans.; Floyd Davis, now city man- 


ager at Clay Center, Kans.; D. 8S. 
Lawler, director of advertising- 
publicity at Wichita, now acting 


manager at that point; Mike Wear, 
publicity manager at Topeka, act- 
ing city manager there; Morrill 
Moore to manage the Rockhill of 
Kansas City, Mo., and H. L. Golla- 
day, of the Rockhill, to the Apollo; 
G. W. Jones, manager of the Lin- 
wood, Kansas City, Mo. 





Pollock RKO P.A. 
Chicago, March 21. 
Lew Pollock last week joined RKO 
to assume charge of publicity for 
the St. Louis theatre, St. Louis. 
Pollock had formerly been on tne 
p.a. staff of Publix-B.&K. here. 


dis- | 





| product. 
Martin Finkenstein, | 
| double features demon. 





CUTS, REFUSE 
PRINTS 


Chicago, March 21 





Due to the increasingly heavy go 
ing, the local exhibs are leavin 
prints on the floor of the exchanges 


rather than pay for high priced 


prints are the 


from a standard exch 


| states-righters 
REFUSED indie exchanges, which 
+] heavy penny-ante sales. 
refusing to accept a $50 picture, say, 
anse, skip over 
to an indie office and for the other 
half of the twin-bill, 


and 
are doing 
Exhibs, 


Joe Maloy 
examiner 
ators here. 





book a $5 | Brother 





of motion 


Maloy’s Bro. Back 
As M. P. Examiner 


Chicago, March 21. 
is to be reinstated as 


picture oper- 
of Tom Maloy, 


$10 print. | head of the Operators’ union, was 
|} suspended last year, following con- 
PUBLIX’S ST. L. MEN | spiracy charges lodged against of- 
|ficials of the union growing out of 
Following the complete takeover | its battle with indie exhibs in town. 
of St. Louis houses from the Sk yu | Indictments have since been 
| ras Bros., who had an interest, Pub- | quashed. i 
lix will send C. C. Perry from To-| — ciate 
ledo to handie the Ambassador | Theatre Becomes Church 
there. — Spokane, March 21. 
Jack Roth, former district man-| The Lyric theatre is to become a 
ager, will take charge of the Mis-| ehurch. Property will be available 
uri, 


This is in spite of the d« 
mand for product to satisfy the 
Exchanges, 
which almost unanimously refuse to 
consider any cuts in prices, are run- 
ning into additional grief due to 
this refusal to pick up product on} 
the part of the small neighborhood | 
theatres, 


Exhibs state that they cannot 
afford to pay for films at the ciager 


they contracted for at the start of | 
|} the season, when the single feature | 
was still the mainstay of local film | 
business Since that time they have 


| far 





been forced to buy additional prod- 
uct by contract to get into the two- 
feature swim. And, they insist, the, 
cannot carry the double load. So 
they have not generally 
mitted to threats of civil 
and very few exchanges 
ready to undertake the time and 
expense which lawsuits would en- 
tail. 


| 
| 
j 
| 
j 
sub- | 
action, | 


appear | 


Distribs’ Angle 
Exchanges feel that they cannot 
generally lower prices now without 
endangering their next year’s prod- 
uct and sales angles, since they ad- 


mit that it will be teugh enough 
then to get prices anywhere near 
the rates of past years. Most ex- 





changes are doing everything to 
prevent exhibs from asking for 


price cuts, not only at present but 
for next season, Local Metro ex- 
change sent out a letter last month 


asking exhibs to voluntarily in- |} 
crease their prices for Metro pic- 


25%. 


tures <xhibs looked upon this 
stunt as strictly a means to pre- 
vent reductions of film prices later. 

Only ones benefiting from the ex- 


hibs’ refusal to pick up contracted 


(for gospel services April 1 








ORDER ACCORDING 
TO STYLE NUMBER 


A 


NATIONAL SCREEN 


126 WEST 46th STREET, 


Dolios, Texo Los Ar 
enue 0 So. Hareood Str ' 


Chicago, Mt 


1307 So. Wabash Av 




















OUT YOUR HOLIDAY PROGRAM 


STYLE A 


Here's a delightful fantasy of Easter, cleverly 
animated and illustrated with life-like figures 
ond characters. Beautiful music — excellent 
vocal accompaniment plus mirth provoking 
sound effects. It's an extra length subject at 
a special rental price of $8.50. 


STYLE B 


musical and vocal accompaniment. 


ment. Book it at this low cost, $3.75. 
tC 


AD-VANCE TRAILERS 
NEW YORK 


TIMELY—ENTERTAINING( 6-57 
JUST THE THING TO ROUND —- if 


A miniature episodic production of Easter 
Festivities, lavishly produced with human 
characters—idyllic settings—magnificent 


short greeting trailer chock full of entertain- 








j 







it's oa 


JAG 


SERVICE 




















Paramount, New York, This Week (March 18) 
Next Week (March 25) Paramount, Brooklyn 


INI SHAW 


INTERPRETATIVE SINGER OF CHARACTERISTIC SONGS 


IN 


Max Gordon’s Condensed Version of 
His Big Broadway Success 


“THREE’S A CROWD” 


Inaugurating the Presentation of Miniature Musical Productions 


After Being Featured Successfully 


ln Ed Wynrn’s “Simple Simon” 


and 


Florenz Ziegfeld’s last “‘Follies”’ 


Sole Management ARTHUR LYONS 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 








General 


Beth Lewis, who Marco caught at 
Roxy and brought to the Coast, will 
sing in “Chicago World's Fair-est” 
Idea. Yaas, she’s a Chicagoan. 
Mildred Luber, demon p. a. for Reri, 
Zieggy import who joins Fanchon 
and Marco, arranging national tieup 
with floral stores in behalf of this 


star. “Grad” Lucille Page consid- 
ering new Carroll contract. 


Stunts 


Saving Journal “Lucky Sales 


Slip” coupons shown by F. & M. by 
Sunkists via photos in Brooklyn 
Journal arranged by Morrie Kinzler, 
the Fox p. a. and Keene and 
Youngblood, hard-hitting Atlanta 
team, stage impromptu dedication 
of Candler air field’s new adminis- 
tration building by F. & M. Sun- 
kists guided by Jacques Pierre. 
Manager Waggoner of “Modern 
Minstrels” Idea got great stuff 
through meeting Bill Kenny, old 
minstrel man, now Capitol door- 
keeper. 


Monk 


Josephine, famous movie monkey 


now seeing America first with “Art 
Gallery” Idea, met members of 
Fresno Republican Mickey Mouse 
Club at the Fox Wilson Theatre, 
giving kids and mamas a real thrili. 
finhie’? . is." title 1 of ¢* 
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"Foiled 


Latest Sid Grauman prank had 


Sid donning a golden wig to fool 
F & M casting execs. Noted im- 
presario, bewigged and becloaked 
(courtesy Fanchon and Marco cos- 
tume department) plumped into 
Fanchon’s office to ask for colora- 
tura job. Instead, he got the gate. 
Coast calls this another F & M 
triumph, as heretofore Sid has 
kidded the world. 


Fanchon 
Fanchon’'s next personally directed 


one is “Malibu Beach,” with Raquel 
Torres starred. Bernie and Walker, 
panic comedy act, are also in. Idea 
now in production, with probable 
opening date in April. Show has to 
do with famous beaeh resort of the 
movie colony, which has never been 


portrayed on the _ stage, which 
makes it sure fire for public inter- 
est and press attention. 





Travels 


The traveling producer, Gae Fos- 
ter, goes to Detroit this time, 
staging “Picturesque” at the Fox. 
Idea hits the regular F. & M. route 
from Detroiton. Messrs. Doc Howe, 
Partington and Singer covered the 
New England stands playing the 
Ideas the current week. Director 
Leonidoff, after week in Manhattan, 
pulled out on the Century for 
Hollywood main studio yesterday. 


Mimic 
Zelda Santley, F. & M.’s unusual 
impersonator, will give the talkie 
stars a chance to see what a Sant- 
ley impersonation is really like. 
Will “do” Garbo, Chevalier, Cantor, 
Zasu Pitts and a rew unrevealed 
others at Grauman’s Chinise The- 
atre. Charles Barnes, an unusual 
high baritone, is joining “Parasols” 
Idea in Worcester this week at the 

Fox Palace Theatre. 


Research 


Harry H. Adams of Ff. & M. 
“Nursery Rhymes” Idea set conser- 
vative Boston agog with historical 
dope on Mother Goose, based on his 
own research. Mother Goose's 
grave, dating 1690, is in Beantown: 
hence the lecal interest, aimed by 
Adams at the Metropolitan Theatre, 
Publix F. & M. stand. New York 
Herald Trib story on F. & M. man- 
agerial vets broke as three-column 
Sunday yarn. 


Opens 


Brox Sisters are trying out some 


new tunes for “Town and Country” 
Idea. Additions to company are 
Bert Levy, world-famous shadow- 
graph monologist, and Novak and 
Fay, comedy § team. Foley and 


Latour are additions to the cast of 


“Exotique,” whic} includes Paul 
and Nino Ghezzi and Ramon and 
Virginia. “Exotique”’ had a Loew's 
State opening, Les Angeles, last 
week and was well received. 
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rom VARIETY 
of March 15th 


@ Fanchon & Marco’s sensational 
growth means openings and lots of 
playing time for acts that can deliver. 


FANCHON:MARCO ji 
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6. Ramon Novarro......... 2,001 
v. Fredric March eeFoveever 1,918 





8. Jackie Cooper.......cec- 1,442 
9. Robert Montgomery......1,250 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr.... 714 


FOR WOMEN. 

Janet Gaynor...........20,662 

oan Crawford... ..oeeee 14,735 
Greta Garbo....sccccoees 3,066 
Sally Eilers.......ccsees 3,016 
Clara Bow......cccccece 2,268 
Marie Dressler... eececece 2,009 
Sylvia Sidney.......eee. 1,844 
Joan Blondell......eee++ 1,688 


Norma Shearer....cee.- 1,319 
Nancy Carroll.......... 1,035 
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GAYNOR 
FARRELL 


romp home easy winners over 
screendom’s mightiest names. 


near top in giant N. Y. 
Daily News contest. 
° 


Date in these GAYNOR - FARRELL’s 
of the current season: 


REBECCA OF SUNNY= 
BROOK FARM Released May 2gth. 


FRANK BoRZAGE’s MY DEAR 
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RKO Throwing Out Intact Route; 
Units Likely West—-East Spot Booked 


~ ive 
< vas 
8 ah. 8 
o g gaps. si ’ 
| £ ! pre ling. rhe iatack saines \ 
¢ rl provided a stead brand of stage 
( April 16 f nment for the RKO theatres | 
“ ; harge | a dmittedly materially offset 
ntacts ana|consistent poor picture product. | 
et 1tres Ons This was commented upon by 
Reck. ana re- | David Sarnoff, head of RKO's 
ie ‘,. | board, who described the intact 
1 Minnear = ft Te of vaudeville bills” as. the 
] os n Sst. | § or of the RKO circuit in the 
To the acts it meant a 
at a total s ry | Steady route with few layoffs. 
The present foul Various experiments were tried 
around $3,000, | out on the intacts, among them ad- 
ns on the pres- | dition of four locally booked acts 
from Minneapolis j and the tacking on of one or two 
will be distributea | turns for five and six-act policies | 
‘ bookers for spot | in several Rcstehaay But ae 
Thece ay he - on - theatres always returner: oO he 
—— Ne bas Rs | four-act unit. 
and Cleveland | 


‘Maney Joins RKO to 
| Handle Palace Publicity 
| 


count the RKO 

wn to 19 weeks, a Dick Maney, legit press agent. 
weeks since Jan. |joins RKO next Monday (28) to 
obstacle is the hard- | handle advertising and publicity for 
takes 30 weeks to | the Palace, New York. It’s the first 
four of the open | official move made by R. F. Sisk on 
between Cleveland | becoming RKO-Radio director of 
and another long | public relations yesterday (Mon- 


tween St. | day) 


addition to the | With Maney exclusively on the} 
<= jumps. Besides | Palace, Arnold VanLeer will retain 
least seven of the 19 | the Mayfair, New York, and Albee 


25% salarv cuts. Brooklyn, in a similar capacity. 








NELL KELLY 


“BROADWAY'S RED HEADED MADCAP” 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Formerly featured with 
“UPS A DAISY,” “BOOM BOOM” “STREET SINGER” 


Direction: ROGER MURRETTI—IACK HART 


3.— You oug ht 





This Week (March 19) 


the following Broadway shows: 


to see my sister's wor F 


Grill, New Y« 


LO KELLY-—she produces 


40 


|in the 


| Steven Trilling of Warners. 
| Beck 








‘| tempting 
|outside dates in that territory. 

















Psychist No Cop 





Chattanooga, March 21. 
Gene Bryan, police commis- 
sioner, pulled a nifty on Sinnet, 


the mental telepathist, when 
latter was playing the Tivoli 
here, 

The commissioner went to 
tneatré and asked the mind 
eader who the yeggs were who 

en up the house for 
$1,400 and made a beautiful 

ape 
No answer 











| ‘| Beck Denies Book 


Changes, but Says 
‘New Blood’ Needed 


3eck 





Although Martin said last 


'week that he has no definite « re 


booking staff in mind, he did 
state that it is his intention to bring 
sod into the RKO vaude office. 
Whether this means that men from 
outside RKO will be was 
not clarified. 

Asked about several on-the-street 
reports as to booking office changes, 
Beck denied them all. He was re- 
ported to have offered booking po- 
sitions to Phil Bloom of Fox- 


new bk 


€ ngaged 


|Fanchon & dead Lawrence Goldie 


and 
sut 
said he hasn’t seen Goldie in 
years, hasn’t talked to or about 
Bloom, and never heard of Trilling. 


PUBLIX WEEK HELPS 
RKO 3 WKS. LAYOFF 


To partially cover heavy expenses 


of the William Morris office, 





|forced by the three weeks’ iayoff 
between St. Paul and Seattle, acts 
on the RKO intact route are at- 


to land independent or 

In addition to living costs forced 
by the 21-day layoff without sal- 
aries, the fare alone for the jump 
between St. Paul and Seattle is 
$89.82. 

So far one intact show, composed 
of the Benny Meroff band act and 
Ann Roth, has succeeded in grab- 
bing an outside date. It plays 
Duluth, Minn., for Publix the week 
of April 2, Publix wil! experiment 
with that show and if results are 
avorable may take the RKO units 
permanently in Duluth. 

The Bill Robinson unit (RKO), 
has obtained a fill-in week, also 
with Publix, in Indianapolis. This 
will be played during one of the 
four RKO layoff weeks between 
Cleveland and Minneapolis in April. 


Mills Will Pay Wire 
Costs in 15 Publix Wks. 


Mills Brothers open a 15 weeks’ 
tour for Publix at the Paramount, 
New Haven, April 15. Colored CBS 
quartet will play the Paramounts 
in New York and Brooklyn at the 
tail end of their booking. 

Radio act will stand the cost of 
all wire charges for its bi-weekly 
Crisco broadcasts on CBS, which it 
starts on April 12. 


TWO INDIES VAMP 


Two more independently-operated 
houses, Nixon-Grand, Philadelphia, 
and the Park, Reading, Pa., quit 
vaudeville last week. Former closed 
down entirely, while the Reading 
house switched to tabs. A Marcus 
show, of 46 people, went in Satur- 
day (19). 

Eddie Sherman had been book- 
ing vaude into both theatres, 


ELLIS’ POST-RADIO DATES 


Cincinnati, March 21. 
Seger Ellis, radio baritone, has re- 
sumed theatre dates after his long 
run as sustaining artist at Crosley’s 
50,000-watter; opens April 3 at Lima 
for Warner Bros., booked by C. A. 
Congrove of WLW artists’ bureau. 
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'Rubin-Haley Cool Off for 
10 Weeks, Palace Repeat 


Jack Haley and Benny Rubin as 
a team at $4,000, open for 10 weeks 








for RKO in the east and middle 
west April 9 in Boston. Charlie 
| Morrison agented. 
Apparent! the boys’ burn at the 
| RKO booking office has cooled off 
for the ! » tl Pala New 
\ Api § for vo week 
J ikea to holdover is week, 
‘ walked f the P ice at 

he end of their first week laim 
ing booking office had reneged | 
|} on a promise. 
| When originally booked the team 
! claim they understood they would 
be permitted to hold over their first 
week’s material for a second week, 
with the bill remaining intact. 
Booking of the Paul Whiteman 
band upset their plans. They didn’t 
eare to risk using the same ma- 


bill 
nother 


and didn’t have 
routine, 


terial on a new 
time to dig up a 


Par’s $9, 500 Troupe 


The George Jessel headlined bill 
at the Paramount, New York, next 
week (25) will cost around $9,500 
in salaries for the four featured 
acts. This is in addition to the 
usual production figure. 

3esides Jessel the show will in- 


clude Burns and Allen, Lillian Roth 


Brooklyn stay April 1 with the Jes- 


sel show. 





Leew Units Into St. L. 
At Publix’s Ambassador 


is taking the 
units for the Am- 
bassador, St. Louis, commencing 
April 8. “House has been building 
its own presentations with the tal- 
ent Chicago booked. On the Loew 
route St. Louis will fall between 
Columbus and Chicago. 

Warners is also negotiating with 
Loew’s for the latter’s units for two 
eastern spots. These are reported 
as the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, and 
Newark. 


Selaalt, s NVA Tr: Trailer 


George Jessel 
the four or five 


Paramount 
picture house 


will make one of 
trailers used during 
the NVA theatre drive the week .of 
April 15. Another probability is 
Edmund Lowe. The fund is also 
after a radio uame. Production and 
film costs are being mutually met 
by the major circuits. 

Oscar Doob, of Loew’s, and Mark 
Luescher, of RKO, are in charge of 
the trailers. 


Leo McLaglen’s Act 





Hollywood, March 21. 
Leopold McLaglen, brother of 
Victor McLaglen, is rehearsing a 


vaude act which he intends to take 
east. McLaglen, a jui jitsu expert, 
will build his act around the Japa- 
nese defense method. 

Last week Leo lost a $50,000 suit 
against Victor, whom he claimed 
kept him out of work. 

Inecto 


Inecto Notox $$ 


Simple, Clean, Scientific 


by Carmen 
sek’s) 

or czll, 
Perman - Ware, 








0 


(formerly with Rus- 
Write for FREE booklet, 


$5. Awarded Prize 
‘up at Beauty Show 
CARMEN’ S— Hair Experts 
126 West 32nd St. 
i Flight Up LOng. 5-2156 








JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 




















CARROLL, N.Y., MAY 60 
TO RKO FOR VAUDE 


RKO may take over the Earl ¢ 





aLre 
roll, New York, out of which the 
producer of that name was dispos- 
sessed recently, with house up for 
rent. The circuit has entered nego. 
tiations with William A W hit 
renting agent, whose figure f t 
house would depend on length of 
lease, 





and Bing Crosby. Latter has been 
on a run at the Brooklyn house, 
but transfers back to New York 
for the week. He resumes his} 


Previous to negotiations by RKO. 
Walter Reade looked into the propo- 
sition with a deal involving Ge 

i White reported in mind W: 
iBros. also showed interest, 
withdrew. 

RKO is said to have a Hippo 
drome policy of vaude and pictures 


on a pop grind in mind for the C 
roll, if satisfactorily 
lease. Circuit 
Hippodrome, 
the Carroll 


ar- 
arranging a 
would give up the 
it is understood, with 
location deemed more 
desirable, It is directly the 
street on the same side of Seventh 
avenue from the Roxy. 

RKO can vacate the Hipp on 30 
days’ notice, having remained in the 
house on a month-to-month basis 
with Fred F. French, who took the 
property over two years but 
due to depression has refrained 
from razing it for erection of what 
will be Known as Hippodrome 
Tower. 

Carroll was paying a 
$140,000 annual rent for 
house, 


across 


ago 


reported 
the Carroll 


JULES 
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LENZBER 


MUSICAL 
DIRECTOR 


Lou Holtz’s Vaude Revue 


HOLLYWOOD 
THEATRE 
NEW YORK 
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SINGLE AND NOW i 


SUN - RAY 
HEALTH LAMPS 
FOR OUR QUESTS 


further proof that The Ediscf® 
is New York’s best hotel value, 


from 
$ ‘ere) 

Fe §=61000 rooms, each with bath (tub 

and a shower), radio, circula® 


ing ice water, large closett 
The New 


te HOTEL 


DISON 


47th ST. JUST W. OF B’WAY, N.Y, 
LT 


HERB TIMBERG 


SAYS 


I’m the only son not introduced 
from the stage by his Father—I'm 
on my own—“‘my Own” belongs to 


= 
















DOUBLE 



















DENNIS WHITE 
and GIRLS 


(Formerly Zastro and White) ; 
Week Mar. 26, Youngstown and Akron 





Dir.: Weber-Simons - - Nick Boila 








RKO 





An Appreciation to PAUL WHITEMAN Who Is Responsible for My Broadway Debut at 


PALACE, NEW YORK, This Week (Mar. 19) 


MILDRED BAILEY 


Many Thanks for His Kindness and an Acknowledgment to the Fine Co-operation of His “Boys” 














a 

















ie 
t- 
yr 


j= 


0 
le 
is 
le 
it 
ad 
ut 
1e 


d 
1 





eomms i 


Fee 2s, 


mi) 





ie aati 


baal i} 
‘| 6 

















__ Nueeeey: March 22, 1932 





VAUDEVELLE 


VARIETY 29 





RKO OPEN TO ALL AGENTS 





10 PEOPLE ACT 
IN PALACE 
FOR $100 


all-time low for 





A new vaude- 
ville actors—i6c per show—is being 
eet this week at the supposed ace 


waudeville theatre of America, 
FKO's Palace, New York. The 56c 
actors are the members of ‘Glad 
tags,’ a flash act, opening the 
show. 

The troupe was 
$100. After completing the rest of 
the bill, the booker said that the 
$100 was all he could spare for an 
opening turn. Minus the customary 
commish, the act is netting $90, pro- 
viding the producer isn’t sub- 
tracting production costs. There 
are 10 people in the act and grant- 
ing they’re getting the entire $90, 
their salaries, if sharing equally, 
will be $9 for the 16 Palace per- 
formances this week. That’s less 
than the salary scale for stooges. 

In contrast the headliner on the 
same Palace bill, Paul Whiteman’s 
band, is drawing $7,500. 


NO CONSECUTIVE ROUTE, 
SO RKO RELEASES ACT 


Unable to issue a consecutive 
route to Frank and Milt Britton, 
due to the pock marked state of its 
vaudeville books, RKO last week 
was forced to release the band act 
from its one year contract with the 
booking office. 

The Brittons were to. receive 
$',750 from RKO this season. They 
were granted a temporary release 
last year to go into the ‘Follies’ and 
intended to resume vaudeville when 
the Ziegfeld show closed last week. 

Instead of the $1,750 vaudeville 
time the Brittons have a week 
booked at the Roxy, New York, 
March 25, at $3,500 


3 Muzzlers Revive Act 
For Midwest and $6,000 


The act of Clayton, Jackson and 
Durante will be temporarily revived 
for three or four weeks between 
Durante's picture assignruents. RKO 
will play the trio in the middle west 
during April, with St. Louls the 
probable opening stand and $6,000 
the salary. 

Boys advised their agent, Jack 
Curtis, to confine the bookings to 
the west as they don’t want to play 
New York. 


booked in for 

















Peggy O’Neill’s Act 
Turns Turtle in Car 


Hudson, N, Y., March 21, 
Members of the Peggy O'Neill 
act, including Jack Fine, the act's 
manager, and Ann Clifton, driver of 


the car, escaped serious injury 
When their machine turned over 
four times in a ditch near this 


town Thursday (17). They were 
©n their way to play an indie vaude 
date here. 

Miss Clifton, formerly 
ville, was driving the car which 
she owns. She has been making 
& business of driving acts from 
New York on short indie jumps. 

Besides Fine and the Misses Clif- 
ton and O'Neill, other occupants of 
the car were Mickey Norton and 
Josephine Fonntaine, both of Miss 
O'Neill's act. All were taken to a 
local hospital and discharged. 


in vaude- 





Mr. and Mrs. Barris’ Two 
San Francisco, March 21. 
RKO has booked Harry LDarris 
4nd his wife, Loyce Whiteman, for 
two weeks, opening at the Golden 
Gate here and following with the 
Oakland Orpheum. 


Reported salary {s $700 for the 
tee yd Los Angeles Ambassador 


Ss0ng team, 





How It Happened 


While Harry Hershfield was 
tx. at the Met, Brooklyn, last 
week there was a commotion 
in the audience and a little guy 
was ejected. Next day the 
humorist received a letter: 

‘Dear Mr. Hershfield, I am 
Mr. Levy, the fellow who was 
thrown out of the theatre yes- 
terday. Believe me, I did not 
come to annoy you but to ap- 
plaud which I did so much 
that two goyim in the row in 
front of me got sore. That 


started the argument.’ 


1-Show Cancellation 
Clause Is Invoked by 
RKO at Albee, B’klyn 


The one-show cancellation clause, 











which died along with the small 
time, has bobbed up again, this 
time in the RKO booking office. 
First act affected was Duval, 


magician, cancelled after the first 
show at the Albee, Brooklyn, last 
week. He was booked by George 
Godfrey. 

Years ago, when there were many 
theatres to book and not always 
enough known acts to go around, 
numerous unknowns were tried, 
with bookers reserving the right to 
cancel after the first performance. 
In recent times the greater number 
of acts in proportion to theatres 
did away with the necessity of the 
first show cancellation, excepting in 
the break-in spots where new acts 
are tried out. 

RKO's Albee, Brooklyn, however, 
rates next to the New York Palace 
as the circuit’s second most im- 
portant vaudeville theatre. 





Five Agents Claim They 
Booked Tex Guinan’s Act 


Hither the commission on Texas 
Guinan is going to be cut up five 
ways, or four agents will be mu- 
tually disappointed by a decision 
due from the RKO Agent’s Associa- 
tion this week. 

Following the booking of Miss 
Guinan by Morris & Oz, Harry 
Fitzgerald, Charlie Morrison and 
Curtis & Allen individually claimed 
the act. A day or so later Weber- 
Simon joined the contingent. 

Matter is up before the agents’ 
board for arbitration with Miss 
Guinan to be called in and asked 
to pick her agent, 





RKO OFFICE RIFLED 


Jimmy Aloz’s Contract File Broken 
into—No Clue 


Jimmy Aloz's office on the RKO 
booking floor was mysteriously 
jimmied and the official contract de- 
partment files rifled after office 
hours last week, An investigation 
resulted in no clues as to the iden- 
tity of the trespasser or motive. 

Contract dept. files contain all 
confidential data on acts booked by 
RKO and their salaries, in addi- 
tion to official correspondence be- 
tween acts, agents and bookers per- 
taining to booking matters. 








Attached at Royal 


Herman Citron, agent, slapped a 
writ of attachment against Jack 
White, owner of the Embassy Boys, 
while the act was at the Royal, 
New York, the last half of last 
week, and got $67. Writ was for 
$ive but White had drawn the rest 
of the act’s saiary in advance. 

Citron started suit ayainst White 
for $100 for commissions the agent 
claims due him for booking the 
Embassy Boys. Act is laying off 


this week. 
Milton Salzman represented Ci- 
tron, 





Olsen-Johnson 2-Reelers 
gen and Johnson in six two-re: 
shorts for Radio release. 
engaged through Weeden-Schultz. 

Olsen and Johnsen have been 
vaudeville all winter, follo 
pletion rk on the Coast 





of tal ket 





A. J. Van Buren will feature Ol- | 
a8 | i be 
Team was | 
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'RKO franchise 
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Edict Is Blow to Franchised 
Agents—Effective Within 
Two Weeks — Figure to 
Buy Acts Cheaper—Beck’s 
Idea—Loew Won’t Follow 





FIRST TIME TRIED 


The franchise system, or closed 
shop, for agents is due to pass out 
of the vaudeville booking exchange 
in which it originated 20 years ago. 
By order of Martin Beck, the RKO 
booking floor in New York will be 
thrown wide open to all comers for 
an hour every afternoon. 


Edict gives outside agents and 
act representatives their first direct 
entree to the RKO bookers, and is 
due to become effective this or next 
week. 

Describing the new plan as on the 
order of a ‘public service,’ Beck 
states it will give agents, actors and 
others with something to say an 


hour daily in which to say it. 
Either Beck’s assistant, Chester 
Stratton, or Charlie Freeman’s as- 


sistant, Ray Hodgdon, or both, will 
handle the afternoon visitors, with 
two or more of the bookers prob- 
ably sitting in. A large space on 
the Palace building sixth (booking) 
floor is being arranged by car- 
penters to hold a long conference 
table at which the open door parleys 
will be handled. 
A Blow 

News of the open door struck the 
franchised RKO agents like a 
thunderbolt. While to many agents 
the permit (franchise) which gives 
them the right to sell acts to the 
principal vaudeville booking office, 
has not always been very remuner- 


ative, it has always served as a 
contact for other profitable ven- 
tures. 


In the past two or three years, 
due to the big reductions in Keith 
and RKO’s vaudeville playing time, 
and subsequent drops in the agents’ 
income through commissions there, 
the agents have been permitted to 
sell acts elsewhere, although not to 
RKO’s disadvantage in salaries or 
opposition booking. At the same 
time the RKO agents were protected 
at ‘home’ through the circuit’s re- 
fusal, except in rare instances, to 
buy acts from non-franchised or 
outside agents, or to book acts 
direct without an agent intermedi- 
ary. 

In order to sell an act to RKO, 
outside agents usually have had to 
do it through a franchised RKO 
office, which made it necessary to 
split the commission. 

Now that outside agents who pre- 
viously have had to sell through 
them will have direct access to the 
booking floor, the RKO agents fig- 
ure to suffer a heavy set-back in 
cases of acts which don't care who 
handles their business as long as 
they're booked. The only advantage 
left to them, most of the RKO 
agents now believe, will be the ele- 
ment of time as the outside agents 
will be restricted to the one hour 
enmasse. 

Figure Cheaper Buys 

An unverified report is that Peck 
feels that by letting the outsiders 
in cheaper buys on acts can be 
made. In many instances vaude- 
ville turns’ independent, or outside 
salaries are lower than in the RKO 
office. 

There are 45 franchised agencies 


on the RKO booking floor with 
around 120 agents working under 
these permits. There are around 


£09 recocnized agencies on the out- 
side and countless shoe-stringers 
who exist on the commish from one 


or two acts apiece, But there won't 


be any distinction made at RKO's 
open policy table, 
Marvin Schenck stated yesterday 


(Monday) the RKO move will not 
reciprocated by Loew's as far as 
agents are concerned. 

The ene ise system will be re- 
vy Loew's to the exclusion of 
agents, including the 
holders. 


all outside 
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1 Indie Bookers Paying Of 


Complaining Actors to Avoid 
~ 2D, A’s Prosecution in N. Y. 





Meals Extra 


Chicago, March 21. 

An act of three people ac- 
cepted a date at $30 near here, 
with the manager coming back 
stage after the first show all 
elated. So much so he invited 
the act out to dinner. 

At the close of the engage- 
ment the act was paid off 
minus the usual commission 
and less $1.50 for the dinner, 
at the rate of 40c. per person. 


Moss Gets Another 
Idea; Simmons Takes 


Another 2-Way Ride 


Danny Simmons, former Keith 
booker, who retired several years 
ago and has been living in Europe, 
came over to the States last week 
on what appears to have been a 
wild-goose chase. He sailed for 
home Saturday (19), telling his 
friends, as usual, he would settle 
down for good in Paris. 

Arriving in New York the previ- 
ous Sunday, he came over at tne 
behest of B. S. Moss, who, from 
reports, was considering a Parisian 
revue for the Broadway along 
‘Folies Bergere’ lines, with Simons 
in charge. 

Moss since is said to have de- 
clared that plan out. 


$1,250 Ruins Trahan’s 
New Year Resolutions 

















A week at the Palace, New York, 
at $1,250 looked too good to Al Tra- 
han, so he temporarily set aside his 
decision to discontinue being funny 
and turn serious vocally on the con- 
cert stage and air, 

The $1,250 at the Palace this 
week, for which he’s taking plenty 
of falls twice daily and thrice Sat- 
urday and Sunday, will pay for 
some extra voice lessons, says Tra- 
han. 

Hie wants to be a baritone of the 
class type—from pratt falls to con- 
cert halls, 





VETERANS’ RETURN 


Palace Books Sanderson-Crumit at 


$3,500—Weber and Fields, $2,500 
Julia Sanderson and Frank 
Crumit, absent from vaudeville for 
years, are booked for the Palace, 
New York, through Weber-Simon. 





They'll receive $3,500 the week of 
April 9. 
Weber and VTiclds, who haven't 


been at the Palace in more than six 
years, are in this week and next at 
$2,500 a week on a booking by 
Harry Romm, 

Sanderson and Crumit as a team 
are now radio names. They’re the 
only act broadcasting commercially 
for both major networks, NBC and 
CBS. 

Another vet returning to vaude- 
ville after a brief absence is Eddie 
Leonard, now playing for RKO. 


Pick Depresh Acts for 
Cleveland Local Show 


Cleveland, March 21, 

Ted Claire is being brought in 
by H. M. Addison to m. c. for 
Loew's State's local talent revue, 
April 1. Gene Ford is directing 
show, which will have talent from 
about 100 localities, picked in se- 
cret auditions 

Talent that seemed to need the 
money most was given preference 
for jobs. Local gals also given an- 
other break in Easter style 


being put o by the State. 





show 


arrests, the 


Even if it 


invoke criminal 


becomes necessary to 


action, calling for 


agency situation in 


New York is due for a complete 
cleanup. After several weeks of 
careful undercover investigation by 
counsel and the district attorney’s 
office for actors who have been as- 
sertedly gypped in payment of ad- 
vance commissions on shakedowns, 
etc., some progress is being made 
toward monetary recovery for 
artists. 

The hope in the case of two ine 
dependent vaudeville men, both 


bookers, is that possible criminal 
action can be avoided because ar- 
rests and test prosecution efforts 
may mean eventual loss for the acts 
involved. While arrests and pos- 
sible prosecution, latter uncertain, 
would tend to clean up gypping by 
bookers and agents, victory for ar- 
tists would not extend beyond 
moral, whereas in some cases those 
complaining are in need. 

The end of last week one book- 
er who had illegally shaken dowel" 
acts in advance, with bookings not 
eventuating and money not re- 
turned, arranged to pay off two of 
the three acts threatening trouble. 
Promise by this booker is that he 
will arrange to pay off in whole or 
part the third act involved some 
time this week. That is now being 
awaited. 

An arrest was reported hovering 
in this case, whereas under the 
evidence of another indie booker, 
against Whom six acts have com- 
plained, it isn’t certain whether 


criminal action will be taken if a 
payoff in whole or part isn’t of- 
fered, 


Arrests would be made through 
charging a conspiracy, it is said, 
with cases swung from civil courts 
to the magistrate division. 

Second booker involved in inves- 
tigation is said to be in circum- 
stances which prevent an immediate 
settlement with acts complaining 
against him, and in view of that, 
inclination of those pressing action 
is to temper the situation with 
a little patience. 

When and if it appears no set- 
tlement may be expected, these 
cases will be pushed. 


Mae Murray, Gilda Gray 
In Fanchon-Marco Units 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Mae Murray will go into a Fane 
chon & Marco unit opening here 
in about four weeks. Presentation 
will be woven around the princess- 
motion picture star thing. 

Gilda Gray, also to be topped in 
an F-M Idea, will open in the east 
and work with a unit coming west. 











Machidon, Acrobat, Killed 
In Auburn Theatre Fall 


Auburn, N. Y., March 21. 

Alexander Machidon, 44, of the 
Haas BPros., acrobats, died in C,M,G, 
hospital here March 12 from ine- 
juries received in a fall at the Au- 
burn theatre. His skull was frac- 
tured in a 14-foot drop to the stage 
during a horizontal bar trick. 

Machidon had been with standard 
vaudeville and circus acrobatic acts 
since coming from Roumania 18 
years ago. He was separated from 
his wife, singer, known in vaudee- 
ville as Princess Whitecloud, 


———<—— — 


F-M Biography 
Los Angeles, March 21. 
Fanchon and Marco will get a 
‘success’ biography in the ‘Amere- 
ican’ magazine this summer, 
Authored by Jerome Beatty, who 
sited the producers and their plant 
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Sullivan’s Franchise 


Joe Sullivan got an RKO fran 
chise last week, the first agency 


ticket issued by Martin Beck. 

Off the floor for about two years, 
Sullivan was last in partnership 
with Nat Sobel. 





ATLANTA TRANSFER 


RKO vaudeville is being trans- 
ferred in Atlanta from its own 
house, the Georgia, to the Publix A 
operation in that city, the Para- 
mount, on Saturday (26). 

Atlanta is the last stand of the 
intact shows. 





Stage Definitely Dark 


San Francisco, March 21. 
FWC has again, and this time 
definitely, jerked stage shows from 
its naborhood Grand Lake in Oak- 
land. 
Puts -he house on a straight sec- 
ond run film schedule. 





Prices will be advanced from 20 





to 25c for the mats and from 35 to 
40c at night. 
8 in Allentown 
Arthur Fisher, New York indie 


booker, is booking eight-act shows 
for last halves into the Lyric, Allen- 
town, Pa. 

Wilmer & Vincent last week took 
house away from Edgar Allen. 





SHREVEPORT OUT 


Stage shows will be dropped in 
Shreveport, La., by Publix April 2, 
with house returning to straight 
pictures. Last fall, when Fanchon 
& Marco Ideas were contracted by 
Publix for the Texas territory, they 
were routed into Louisiana for three 
d “vs weekly. 

The F. & M. shows will be re- 
tained in Dallas ona full week and 
in Mobile and Fort Worth three 
days each, 
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JACK "WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THB DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas, H. Allen—M. 8. Bentham) 





“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 
(Direction of Milton Lewis) 


Denmark’s Juggling Genius 
(Direction: Jenie Jacobs) 





HEALY and CROSS 


“The Stage Salesmeir of Songs” 
(Direction of Charles H. Allen) 





ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





ARTHURand MORTON 
HAVE L 


nm 
“Hot Water”—By H. C. Greene 
With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 
(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas, Morrison) 





HURST and VOGT 


“OUT OF He MARINES” 
By H. C. Green 
Chas. H. Allen) 


DIAMOND BROS. 


HUGILIE—TOM—HAROLD 


(Direction: 





“Nevertheless Gentlemen” 


(Direction: Chas. Morrison) 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week March 26) San Francisco, Calif. 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
IN 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 











THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 79 
(Week April 2) Seattle, Wash. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
(Week March 25) Palace, Chicago 





THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 








in 
“Wait and See” 
Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


CLARA BARRY 


AND 


ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 


(Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 


(Dir. of 





The Mirth Provokers 
of a Nation! 


OLSEN 


AND 


JOHNSON 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932’’ 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers’ 
The Eight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
—, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
(Week March 26) Oakland, Calif. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 18 
(Week March 26) Seattle, Wash. 





FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 











ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 
Marty May 
Jeam Carrol) and a supporting cast, 


composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 





(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 

















CHAPPELLE - CARLTON _ 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The 











Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 
(Personal Mgr., Jesse H. Martin) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week Mareh 25) Minneapolis, Minn. 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN — 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 











Personal Mgt. Nicholas 


(Booked by Weber-Simon) 


Gyory 
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Paterson Nearest 
RKO Break-In with 


Chester Vaudeless 


RKO’s Chester, in the Bronx, New 
York, goes straight pictures March 
26, lopping another half week off the 
vaudeville book. It shaves RKO's 
New York stage time to six weeks, 
including the Palace, and the cir- 
cuit’s total to 52%. 

Until recently the Chester played 
RKO units on last halves. It was 
then transferred to the Jack Demp- 
sey books for spot bookings and 
jately has served as a _ break-in 
house. With the Chester out and 
the Jefferson, Franklin and Royal 
having preceded it, the nearest 
RKO break-in spot for new acts is 
Paterson, N. J. 

In straight pictures the Chester 
will play double features, The 14th 
street defferson, which went straight 
film kast week, also will start 
double filming March 26. 








Toledo Stages Lessen 
Toledo, March 21. 
Paramount theatre here follows 
RKO into straight pictures March 
Publix house has been playing 
Fanchon & Marco units. 


RKO Orders Acts Out, 
On Coast for ‘Squadron’ 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Instructions are reported to have 
arrived from New York for the 
RKO Orpheum not to play any 
stage attraction when Radio's ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (film) opens here. Home 
office thinks that no stage show or 
speciai attraction is necessary. 


weeks on ‘Lady With a Past,’ during 
which Duke Ellington’s colored band 
wa: on the stage, and when the 
condensed version of ‘Lysistrata’ 
(legit) played the house previ 


1 
suUSILY. 








Hotel Suit for Bill 
Is Fields’ Troupe Sequel 


Cincinnati, March 21. 

Suit to collect $1,156 for hotel 
services to the Al G. Fields Min- 
strels has been filed by the Fort 
Washington Hotel, Inc., naming 
Walter Redhill and Grover Brad- 
ford, local owners and operators of 
the show, as defendants. 

The bill is for room, board, and 
other expenses incurred last Au- 
gust, when the revived Fields burnt 
cork opry rehearsed in Cincy for 
two weeks. - 








Only two times in recent months 
when the local Orpheum has been] 
out of the red occurred in recent 











EVERY SEVEN 


JOE 


WEBER : 





PALACE 


Direction HARRY A. ROMM 


YEARS AT THE 


LEW 


"FIELDS 








No Contest 





Mike Comerford is going to 
let Holy Week win against him 
in Carbondale, Pa., refusing to 
put up a struggle. He has or- 
dered that no vaude be booked 
on this week-end, under its 
regular policy, 

Combinations shows 


be 





will 





resumed Thursday (31). 











stage 





Show Revivals as Tabs May Force 


Stagers Back 15 Yrs. for Material 


In the belief that 


most 


offer the 


condensations ; 
|of musical successes from the legit 
inducing 


lstitute at this time for presentation | of 





old ones were dug up, it is pointed 
;out. 
sub- season so far, out 


only 20 


On the cu 
a to 


rrent 
tal of 120 shows, 


and the | 


‘DECK’ ALSO AS TAB inits, stage band policies . e | music ils are on the ret ords. Of this 
| like, question now being mulled is | number, less than half, or nine, have 
; rg ljust how far the chains can go on| been hits, and it is the hit shows 
Bere gg ye Raa 1 departure in that directior If | that the picture houses are intere- 
, | going into the policy strongly, with | ested in for the boiling-down 
_ ~~ 1 } 

Vincent Youmans, associated witt cations am, mAy se _ i tla 
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|Casting Tab ‘Frenchmen’ 


| ‘Follow Thru’ opened in New Haven 
| Saturday (19) for Publix. 


be the nominal producer. 
Cast so far comprises 
King and Puck and White. 


Charlie 


3 More in West 


March 21 | 





Chicago, 

Midwest vaude conditions con- 
tinue to bob up and down, with slim 
prospect of becoming normalized. 
Best spurt so far in this territory 
has been made by the Butterfield 
circuit in Michigan, which adds two 
more vaude dates March 26. 

Temple, Saginaw and Capitol, 
Flint, return to vaude on that date 
with five acts Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. Additions bring the But- 
terfield total of vaude-playing 
houses to four, all booked through 
the local RKO office by Dick Hoff- 
man. 

On the same date the Majestic, La 
indie-operated, starts 
playing four acts Saturday and Sun- 
day, also on the RKO book. House 
has been in stock. 








Casting on condensed version of 
90 Million Frenchmen’ was started 
yesterday (Monday) by Anatole 
Friedland and Joe DeMilt as the 
second of their tab legit musicals 


Possibilities for ‘Frenchmen’ 
Thelma White, Bobbe Arnst 
Louise Groody. 


are 
and 





|} providing 


| obtainable, 


to stimulate new 


Musicals, which 
small minority of 


rights 


would 


were 


not 


interest, 
rection of legit hits of bygone days. 
As far back as 15 years has been 
mentioned, 
always 
the 
shows produced for the legit 


Sa 


EO 


‘Face the Music’ and ‘Follies,’ latter 
just barely declared a hit. 
Failures were ‘Second Little 
Show,’ ‘Nikki,’ ‘Chauve _ Souris,’ 
a | ‘East Wind,’ ‘Here Goes the Bride,’ 
‘Little Racketeer,’ ‘Thru the Years,’ 
‘Marching By,’ two colored shows, 
. and ‘Fast and 


62) 


is resur- 


form 
number of 





stage, 
aa cin the 1) 

tisfactorily Singin’ t Blues 

far unless (Continued on page 
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“With a few changes that may 
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had everybody cheering, and Haley and Rubin are 
due to rank at least as highly as Cantor-Jessel and 
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STARS ILLUMINE PALACE 
Benny Rubin, Jack Haley Keep Show at High Mark 
“With Benny Rubin and Jack Haley on hand to 


e 
boast of entertainment which is 


befitting the reputation for excellence it has long 
maintained, 

“Mr. Haley and Mr. Rubin master ceremonies 
jointly, ‘Whether they are spoofing each other 

the army of stooges they have brought with 
them, they make the Palace habitues laugh. And 
they seem to have a good time doing so. They 
se the 


indulge in sketches to bring laughs to 


ess to tne 


ment. Both 
they 


“The Saturday 


GRAM” 
BILL 
Georgle. 


You'll like them 
satisfying.” 





do strikes me as rarely 


“Drop into the Palace th 
both, 


N. Y. “EVENING GRAPHIC” 


JACK HALEY AND BENNY RUBIN PLEASE PALACE 


Comics Top Bill, with Norma Terris, Columbo in Support 


By ED SULLIVAN 


“Jack Haley and Benny Rubin, those very comical chappies from way down East, 
come into the Palace this week and set a new high for laughs. 

‘‘Working as a team, Haley and Rubin supply the spice of the present arrange- 
Haley and Rubin always have been great favorites of mine, 
they’re great. 
audience seemed to like best their clowning of the recent Cantor- 
Jessel bill, which was featured by repeated references to the palship of Eddie and 
Haley and Rubin toppd this. .« .« « 
and get a load of the Haley-Rubin partnership. 


funny. I mean to say, 


s week 


and the supporting bill, while not se 


Whatever 


nsational, is entirely 








eedings . 
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Thanks to Eugene Conrad for His Capable Assistance 
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It Is with Deep Regret That, Owing to Previous Obligations, 
We Are Unable to Accept the Ten-Week Offer to 
Stay at the RKO Palace, New York 


BENNY 
RUBIN | HALEY 


STANLEY THEATRE, PITTSBURGH, PA. 











N. YY. “EVENING POST” 


“It's a longer bill than usual, and a better 
one. Jack Haley and Benny Rubin combine 
as master of ceremonies to the advantage of 
both.” 











“VARIETY” 
: NEW ACTS 
RUBIN and WALEY 


Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
45 Mins.; One and Two 


Palace 
jenny Rubin, in pictures for some time, and 
Jack Haley, from musicals, appear together in 


what amounts to an act as well as working singly 


in the Palace show, Additionally, they work 
singly and together in m.c’ing the show plus sev- 

eral blackovu" latter in No. 2. 
Equipped good material for their Palace 
engagement, and distributing it quite evenly, the 
tively, with much of the 


two work together effce 
comedy drawn fron ld other, 


ng each 
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ROXY 


New York, March 18. 


With Fred Waring and his crew 
very acceptably 35 minutes/minus the usual partner has star 
é show, 
much! Ho,’ a semi-book affair that loses 


filling 
of the time allotted the stage 


there was limited time for 
else, and a brief solo number by 
Patricia Bowman and a _ built-up 


dance production backs up the film 
offerings, which included the news- 
reel, ‘Hotel Continental’ and a two- 
reel scenic. 

On the program Waring was 
down fo- a double showing, spotted 
fourth and sixth, but even at the 
f show the entire band section 

.s run off as a unit, and the more 
than half hour seemed none too 
long to the customers. The over- 
ure was ‘Songs,’ which gave a wide 
of choice, and included every- 
from the pops to the semi- 
Stuart Churchill did 
‘Love’s Old Sweet Song’ in his 
sugary tenor to an emphatic hand 
following a nice instrumental treat- 
ment of the same number. In what 
had been intended for the second 
selection Johnny Davis had the help 
of the boss and the rest of the gang 
in shoving over ‘How Am I Doin’?, 
and in this Evalyn Nair, in a high 


range 
thing 


classical. 


yaller makeup that had the back 
rows guessing, kicked in with a 
snappy dance interlude. Her cos- 


tume is the last word in class, and 
she matches her costuming. Not 
much of a singer or dancer, but she 
is ginger all the way through. 

Miss Bowman gets the first use 
of the stage for ‘Silver Bowl,’ which 
is another use of the blue white 
and silver color scheme that is 
being rather overworked up here. 
A large fountain basin with silver 
lilies of the valley is set against 
black drapes, and Miss Bowman in 
a »ink bodice and gauze skirt poses 
in the opening stage picture, going 
into a dance that is a mixture of 
classical ballet steps and some of 
her own ideas. Nicely done but 
not outstanding in comparison with 
her best work. 

The Roxyettes follow, working 
behind a scrim on which is thrown 
a rain effect. All wear oiled silk 
raincoats, and each fourth girl car- 
rie: an umbrella. Departing from 
the landmarks, they break into song, 
and not badly, nor well, the selec- 
tion being. ‘Singing in the Rain.’ 
They exit to a nice hand, and there 
is a change to a set of white lat- 
tices before a garden set with three 


rirls, billed merely as the Three 
Voices, harmonizing nicely in a 
swing. 

Ballet comes on in pink with 


large bunches of pink blooms to 
wave throughly a nicely-patterned 
dance, after which Grace Cornell 
and Jose Limon do a dance inter- 
lude which is deeply symbolic of 
something or other, highly modern- 
istic and applauded for its preci- 
sion. The Roxyettes stream back 
in pink beaver hats with impossible 
sprigs of lilies of the valley and go 
in.» a precision number, their first 
appearance having been taps. Cov- 
ered by the blanket title, ‘A Spring 
Garden,’ and evidently intended to 
suggest that flowers spring up af- 
ter the rain. About in the usual 
line, but suggesting that they are 
saving up the big punches for 
aster. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

From the classic ‘Lysistrata’ tab 
version of last week the Orpheum 
changed over to the low-down 
rhythm of Duke Ellington’s band. 
Peasants liked the classic better be- 
cause they thought it was hotter, 
but the colored band is playing to 
full houses, although there is no 
line. Band is a lot hotter than the 
‘Lizzie’ the peasants got. 

Ellington’s 12-piece outfit is in 
for three weeks, opening Friday. 
Picture is Constance Bennett's 
‘Lady With a Past’ (Pathe), but 
management thinks the two attrac- 
tions are 50-50 as draws. However, 
after Ellington’s last performance 
the house looked very thin for the 
feature. 

Ellington is carrying with 
Ivy Anderson, 





him 
high-geared colored 
songstress, and the Four’ Step 
Brothers, dancers. For an encore 
he introduced Kid Charleston, say- 
ing he'd picked up the Kid in San 
Irancisco. Charleston's dancing is 
the same low-down nature as 
Ellington's whole show. He has a 
nice routine of broken rhythm tap- 
ping. 

Colored leader opened with ‘Ring 
Tm Bells’ and followed with ‘Star 
Dust.” Miss Anderson came on next 
60 ‘Rhythm’ and ‘Minnie the 
Moocher.’ She finished her second 
number with some funny shaking 
that built up the applause. 

‘Limehouse Blues,’ which followed, 
was probably the best liked of El- 
lington’s numbers, Fantastic rhythm 
and African heat really got under 
the audience’s skin, 

Despite heavy applause aimed to 
coerce another piece out of Eliling- 
ton, the band leader only came out 
for bows and thanks, 

jand was on about 25 minutes. 
Short and newsreel were eliminated 
from the evening show because of 
its length. Management hadn't de- 
cided whether to keep the Bennett 


oO. 


pieture for the full three weeks or 
substitute another for the final week 
of Ellington, 
1 

tlh neem —e 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, March 18. 
Don Barclay from vaudeville and 


| billing in the current ‘Westward, Hi 
|its plot mid-way when the stronger 
specialties commence. It possesses 
the usual production excellence of 
ithe Loew units, with the Capitol 
i staff dolling things up with plenty 
of girls. Marion Davies and Clark 
Gable’s ‘Polly of the Circus’ (Metro) 
| is the feature. 

Stage scene is Mexican, the dialog 
advising things are taking place in 








Agua Caliente. This allows for a 
striking ranch setting and some 


fancy cowgirl outfits. The theme 
goes home with this set, the shift- 
ing of which changes the unit from 
book to specialties. Barclay works 
throughout with the girls, but his 
topper involves an old Griffith reel 
from the shelf, with the comic 
standing by as gag commentator. 
The film holds interest, as old pic- 
tures and family albums always do, 
with ridicule so easily and enjoyably 
provoked. Some early shots of 
Lionel Barrymore, Harry Carey and 
the Gish girls are darbs. Barclay 
timed everything perfectly and 
straights for the picture as well as 
McCullough does for Clark, 


Among the acts are the Carlton 
Brothers, Marguerite and Gill and 
30b Pitkin, latter apparently one of 
the character men on the hoke dra- 
matic scene that falls under the 
finale. Mr. Hyde and Frankenstein’s 
monster get together and tun pansy. 
It’s a perfect lift from the Ritz Bros. 
The Ritzes are present in this show 
by suggestion for a second time in 
the four Carltons’ turn. The boys 
do the best part of everybody’s act, 
so can’t help stopping the show. 


Besides her two dance numbers 
with her own partner, Marguerite 
of the Marguerite and Gill ballroom 
team, plays a reverse make scene 
with Barclay on the rancho. Clos- 
ing the latter is a prop horse rou- 
tine by 12 of the line girls, with 
Barclay setting the pace and join- 
ing in the hoofing exit. 

The Hale girls are best in the 
finale, doing a modernistic toe num- 
ber a la the Rasch groups, in long 
black gowns. Plenty of hip work 
included. They background Mar- 
guerite and Gill’s last contribution, 
a neat waltz. 


Unit includes most of the neces- 
sary variety elements, plus’ the 
looks. 

Yascha Bunchuk utilizes a scrim 
and the projection booth this week 
for a story overture called ‘Ocean.’ 
The progress of water from the 
mountains to the sea is beautifully 
described, musically and pictorially. 
Bige. 





ACADEMY 


New York, March 19. 


This theatre is packing them in 
regularly, so the Skourases must 
know what to hand out. Current 
layout, outside of ‘Fireman Save My 
Child’ (WB), newsreel, short, and 
overture, carries a stage show that 
runs an hour and 35 minutes. It’s 
mostly all pretty good, but audi- 
ence gets fidgety at times. 

Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Black and 
White’ Idea is the meat of the show. 
Ed Lowry, house m.c., runs through 
the unit and does a specialty. Plus 
which there are four vaude acts, 


That the F. & M. unit is one of 
the best on tour is a little hard to 
believe after looking over the line- 
up, but is nevertheless true. With 
all the credit, directly or indirectly, 
falling into the lap of Larry Cebal- 
los, who staged it. To work with 
Ceballos was handed George Wash- 
ington Dewey, colored singer; Dolly 
Kramer, midget; Elmira Sessions, 
thin girl; Marie le Flohic, control 
dancer, and Rose Glesby, soprano. 
Plus a dozen girls. With that strange 
lineup he’s fashioned a completely 
pleasing and entertaining show, 
largely due to the unusual and ex- 
ceptionally colorful scenery and cos- 
tuming, 


Lowry floating back and forth 
through the thing helps, and the in- 
clusion (by the theatre) of Leary 
and Craven, a boy and girl team, 
doesn't hurt. But it’s the unit itself 
that gets the show over. 

From an applause standpoint it’s 
all George Dewey Washington. 
When he’s in voice—and he was 
Saturday .afternoon—this lad is a 
great singer. Clever choice of ma- 
terial helps. Rose Glesby, the so- 
prano, and Dolly Kramer, a tiny girl 
with a big voice, work together 
nicely in one number, with the line 
of girls in a novel routine helping 
considerably. Elmira Sessions’ claim 
to glory lies in the fact that she’s 
tall and skinny and can throw her 
arms all around herself. She's al- 
lowed barely two minutes on the 
stage, which makes it okay. Marie 
Le Flohiec is a first-rate dancer and 
also is helped by fine work of the 
girls, 

Leary and Craven, very funny 
team, don’t belong stuck into a unit 
of this sort. They're on to do their 
whole act right at the beginning and 
seem to be holding the works up. 
Splitting their material in two or 
three parts might have been better. 

Opening the stage show 
Christensens, two girls and 
boys, in ballet dancing. 
Rolling Stones (New Acts) 


two 
Okay. 





with a three-men turn, and Ruth 
Roye is spotted third. Miss Roye, 
despite all her grimacing and ‘Ain't 
I Cute?’ stuff, is of course a sure hit 
in a house of this sort. She all but 
stopped the show, making it just a 
bit tough for the F. & M. thing to 
get going. 

Ed Lowry walks on just after the 
first number in the unit, and from 
then on is a pretty frequent inter- 
rupter. He’s a personable lad with 
plenty of talent, and they like him 
in 14th street. There’s a question 
as to whether it’s necessary for 
Lowry, after the stage show has 
been going 80 minutes, to sing a 
song with five choruses. Customers 
are pretty well sold on the guy by 
that time and his singing isn’t the 
best in the world anyway. 

Okay all around, but it still would 
have been a better show with a 
trimming out of 20 minutes some- 
where along the route, Kauf, 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, March 18. 
If the condensed legit musical 
show has good possibilities for 
stage presentation purposes, they 
ought to show up at maximum 
value in the boiled down version of 
‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Max Gordon’s 
sublimated specialty revue that was 
one of the hits of the 1930 season. 


Piece was rich in novel and strik- 
ing production ideas, most of them 
disconnected, and it was unhamp- 
ered by any book background. 
Hence it would seem that a collec- 
tion of the show's high lights would 
work into a whale of a 60-minute 
picture house presentation. 


It does make first class enter- 
tainment; sustaining an even hour 
at the Paramount, but somehow the 
maximum kick of the original per- 
formance is dulled in the process 
of budgeting it down to its new 
purpose. That is by no means to 
say that it is dull, for in fact it is 
much superior to the average 
presentation of the type, but the 
absence of some of the original 
people takes the edge off. 


The tab version, of course, 
couldn’t have everything, so in the 
process of compromise it kept Fred 
Allen and Tamara Geva,. but 
couldn’t keep Libby Holman and 
Clifton Webb. With Winnie Shaw 
handling the click numbers from 
‘Crowd,’ they lost a good deal, and 
Webb’s handling of such bits as 
the impressionistic ‘Speakeasy’ pan- 
tomime interlude was missed. 

This estimate is based on the 
early evening show of the first day 
at the Paramount. It is probable 
that the principals found them- 
selves at a disadvantage in the big 
Paramount, the piece and the peo- 
ple in it being gaited to an inti- 
mate playhouse. 


Miss Shaw, doing Miss Holman’s 
three numbers from the piece — 
‘Something to Remember You By,’ 
‘Yaller’ and ‘Body and Soul’—never 
backed the hit numbers up with 
more than a pale and uncertain 
personality, so that the punch of 
the songs came indirectly through 
their surroundings. 


In like manner Fred Allen had 
not yet become oriented to the new 
environment thus early in the date. 
His three periods of m, c.’ing chat 
were delivered in what went for a 
monotonous style. Such a style, 
of course, is part of the engaging 
humor of the material, and in an 
intimate house gave the lines their 
touch of suavity, but the distances 
of the big picture palace couldn’t 
be made to accommodate such a 
manner. As a consequence, much 
of the point was missed by the 
customers, and response was in- 
different. Allen will probably find 
before the end of the week that he 
has to sacrifice something of his 
deboniar manner to a less artful 
but more vigorous delivery. 


But as to the effectiveness of 
Miss Geva’s arresting style of danc- 
ing there could be no question of 
the film fan reaction. From her 
first appearance, in a toe routine 
before a group of eight girls out in 
‘one,’ she was the subject of ac- 
claim. Nor was there any question 
of the abundant enthusiasm for 
some of the trick staging of num- 
bers. The bizarre lighting, for in- 
stance, of the incidental dance for 
‘Body and Soul’ was striking and 
a new departure for cinema stag- 
ing. These two items were the 
high spots of the entertainment. 


For general results it may be 
that the tab version would benefit 
from certain changes. For example, 
the finish would be the better for 
a rearrangement. For one thing, 
the line dressing and maneuvers 
here are rather flat to make a cii- 
max, leaving the team dancing of 
Miss Geva and Wally Coyle (as- 
suming the latter identity from a 
vague program) for the climax. It 
was an arresting bit of ballroom 
dancing, and an adequate finale for 
almost any other spot but the end 
of a deluxe presentation, but for 
that purpose it did leave something 
to be desired in the way of em- 
phasis, 


Film house stage shows have as- 








are the) 


follow ! 


sumed something of a fixed form 
and the customers look for a defi- 
; nite something to put a period to 
| their entertainment. Here there is 
not even a grouping of the prin- 


—. 








NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


This newsreel sight-seeing shop 
found live news as scarce among its 
reel furnishers as did the Embassy, 
yet the house in its coverage of 
timely events, some of which can be 
regarded as scoops, offers a fairly 
diverting show. 

Its timeliness leans mostly to 
Easter and harbingers of spring, 
while its action comes from two dif- 
ferent wrestling interludes, motor- 
cycle hill-climbing, spring football 
practice, British elimination race 
for the Grand National with many 
exciting spills, and, newsiest of all, 
the Red encounter in Chicago with 
cops, resulting in five dead and 
many wounded, 


Universal furnished the scoop on 
the Chicago setto, cutting material 
for mingled action and comedy in- 
terest. Cameras watched the actual 
encounter and the arrest of a sus- 
pect, who hated to be photographed. 
The cops furnished the laugh in 
guarding of the suspect. 
Outstanding scoop and high in in- 
terest is Pathe’s and Paramount's 
contribution on the Sino-Japanese 
war. Neither F-M nor H-M sent 
anything into the Embassy on this 
important conflict, and if for no 
other reason than to see what U and 
Par dug up, it’s worth looking in at 
the Trans-Lux. Hailing material as 
evidence of new attack against a 
truce parley, this house builds up 
news interest. Japanese reinforce- 
ments are pictured by U, while Par 
leans to the Chinese retreat. 

U’s contribution is in the major- 
ity, with excellent coverage of troop 
movements, gunfire, prisoners of 
war, wounded and refugees. Para- 
mount did its bit by turning in an 
exclusive on the Japanese election 
voting in a military government, 

In addition to the clumsy inter- 
view with Mrs. Antonio Chowleski 
on a red-hot inside Lindy tip, with 
the aged foreign woman, speaking 
with an accent and seeing no reason 
why she should tell the newsreel 
boys anything, house shows what it 
calls first picture of Henry (Red) 
Johnson, long held as a suspect. 
Pathe did both. 

Exclusive rating goes also to a 
short talk on prisons and the Amer- 
ican criminal law system by Clar- 
ence Darrow, done by Pathe. This 
is newsy, since Darrow is sailing for 
Hawaii to defend Mrs. Fortescue. 
Pathe gives a new chapter in its 
Capt. Bartlett series, an exclusive 
with that reel, on a seal hunt. Very 
interesting matter, with a running 
talk by Capt. Bartlett that builds up 
the item to strength. 

A Savannah chicken that walks 
in reverse, also found by Pathe, adds 
to the exclusive list. The same goes 
for coverage of a stunted lion cub 
in Chicago (U); a hen mothering 
pups in Florida, declared first time 
known (U), and the dance-hall fire 
in a Chicago suburb which reached 
serious proportions due to a quib- 
bling over water supply between 
two small towns. 

In handling the Von Hindenberg- 
Hitler election contest, victorious 
for former, Paramount didn’t econ- 
omize footage any more than did 
H-M at the Embassy, but latter in- 
cluded some music and campaign- 
ing. The straight news coverage of 
the Coast Guard cutter that came to 
the rescue of a freighter during the 
recent cold wave differed in that 
Pathe used running dialog on it 
from the cutter’s commander, while 
F-M at Embassy furnished better 
descriptive matter by one of itsown 
men, 

Trans-Lux placed more emphasis 
on the recent cold wave, including a 
Pathe mixture of scenes at Niagara 
Falls, in the west, and of boats, 
while another item was/furnished 
by U from Silverton, Col., with snow 
pushers trying to open the way to 
the isolated town. 

First aid to persons falling 
through the ice demonstrated in an 
interesting manner by members of 
the Gypsy Trail Club, Carmel, N. Y. 
(Par). 

A glider floating over the Alps two 
miles up, tacked to ice boating near 
3erlin, both Pathe, lent more of that 
wintry touch, while candy factories 


EMBASSY 


The screen news fan who attends 
both the Embassy and the Trans. 
Lux will not run into the 


4 usual 
amount of repetitions. Nor is the 
handling of leading items along 


similar lines. 

If the importance of subject mat. 
ter is disregarded, it would appear 
that this week all reels gathered in. 
dividual scoops, some of them as a 
result of ideas, apparently on the 
part of contact men. One of these 
is a brief explanation in Movietone 
by Commissioner Lynch of New 
York of the State income tax boost 
this year. Another from that ree] 
in this category is latest gigolo 


fashions, with gigs parading in 
model fashion, later dancing. 
Fox, which has always leaned 


heavily on interviews on brief mes. 
sages on questions of public inter. 
est, also contacted Germany's for- 
mer minister of war, who discusses 
the dangers of communism. He's 
visiting the U. S., but none of the 
other reels reached him. 

The Embassy is long on scoops 
currently, and while none are of 
sizzling news importance, it is at 
the same time odd that reels of the 
rival house, Trans-Lux, didn’t pick 
‘em up. No real hot news occurring 
and, with the Lindbergh kidnaping 
tapering off, between F-M and H-M 
gatherers of material had to be con- 
tent with signing of Babe Ruth con- 
tract for this season; purchase of 
first stamp by Al Smith in unem- 
ployment Block-Aider relief drive, 
and sentiment of opposing factions 
in past week’s dry-wet vote in the 
House, 

Ruth contract and arid-moist con- 
test, H-M on former and F-M on 
latter, were missed by the other 
reels. 

Blanton (Tex.) spoke for the dry 
victory, using some loose English 
and got the hisses, while Beck and 
Linthicum for wets evoked applause, 
In the grist of the daily news this 
dry-wet vote was among the past 
week's most significant news. 

H-M covers the Lindy kidnaping 
briefly, in line with waning news 
interest. While this reel stuck to 
official developments on posting of 
circulars enlisting public aid, Pathe 
at the Trans-Lux quizzed Mrs. An- 
tonio Chowleski, who claims to have 
a lot of info on the case, but is re- 
luctant to talk of it. 

Though it might still have been 
exclusive weeks from now, F-M’s 
coverage in London of photography 
of heart beats along with sound and 
effect of shock might bé cofisidered 
a scoop. It’s the most interesting 
exhibit on the show here. 

Material missing at the Trans- 
Lux includes U. S. Navy planes over 
Hawaii, beautifully shot by F-M; 
Louisiana woodmen levelling big 
trees (H-M); Gipsy Smith, foreign 
evangelist sermonizing and singing 
in Brooklyn (F-M); ‘Daily News’ 
amateur fights at Garden, exciting 
(F-M); St. Louis Cards in Florida 
training, with a gag (F-M); Ger- 
man-Swiss soccer game (H-M); 
U. S. tumblers training for Olym- 
pics (H-M); dog race in Pennsy 
mountain country (F-M); German 
Do-X plane taking air, very well 
pictured by F-M); polar bears at 
play in Detroit zoo (H-M); Alpine 
troops parading in Nice (H-M); 
Ethel Leginska leading femme or- 
chestra of 100 abroad (F-M); in- 
terior of Pau Casino in France, 
where low bet is one franc (H-M); 
tome royal opera installing revolv- 
ing stage (H-M); Berlin ballet kids 
in practice (F-M); Willard Karn, 
contract bridge expert, giving ad- 
vice (H-M); Vienna bathers in icy 
waters (F-M), and WU. S. artillery 
practice at Madison Barracks, N. Y. 





(H-M). Char. 
turning out Easter eggs (Pathe), 
latest Easter styles (Pathe), and 


smelt fishing in the northwest (U) 
counteracted for vernal background. 

While the Embassy has its usual 
‘Magic Carpet,’ this time a travelog 
of Caribbean ports, this house of- 


fers two shorts, ‘Strange As It 
Seems’ (U) and ‘Screen Snapshots’ 
(Col). Char. 





cipals to mark the end, and audi- 
ence gets a feeling rather of the 
finish coming upon a quiet moment 
instead of the whooping ensemble 
that is a picture theatre conven- 
tion. 
Whatever the effect of the tab 
musical, results at the boxoffice on 
the start of the week left no doubt 
that the lure of a $5.50 musical 
comedy at popular prices was po- 
tent. Friday evening there was a 
capacity- house before 7 o'clock, 
growing to a lobby hold-out before 
8 and the maximum of standees 
through the evening. No reason to 
credit such results to the picture, 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). 
Length of the hour stage show 
and 70 minutes for the feature, cut 
out the overture, reduced the news- 
reel to a minimum, and eliminated 
any short subjects. As it was show 
ran close to two and a half hours, 





counting a trailer rather longer 
and much more exaggerated in 
promise than usual. Rush. 








PAR, MONTGOMERY 


Montgomery, Ala., March 17. 

Manager Richard Kennedy gave 
the patrons their first real vaude- 
ville entertainment, and did well. 
The Sunshine Reyue makes no pre- 
tense at elegance, as any such ef- 
forts would be limited to the small 
stage, but it offers a variety of 
music, dancing and comedy enter- 
tainment. : 

High spot is Roberta 
with singing of pops 
dance with her sister, 


Sherwood 
and a tap 
The Bigelow 


Sisters (Georgia, Fritzie and Joy) 
were well received in a trio song 
offering. Barney Kleeber is a good 


hoofer and handles the violin well. 
The laughs were provided by Bud 
Browning and Tom Collin. Hall. 


NEW ACTS 
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Ray and Jean Schwartz (5). 
Joe Browning Co. (5). 
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5TH AVE., SEATTLE 
(‘Star Night’ Unit) 
Seattle, March 16. 


Again Fanchon & Marco spring 
gomething different. This week it 
js ‘Star Night’ at the Cocoanut 
Grove, with Betty Compson, blonde, 

retty, vivacious and scarcely look- 
jing to be ‘over 30,’ a star present in 
the flesh, and a flock of others im- 
personating other picture stars, in 
stunts at ‘The Grove.’ 

Miss Compson does an _ imper- 
gonation herself, coming out in one 
pit as Marlene Dietrich, with the 
legs particularly prominent, and 
Betty is there, too. 

Jules Buffano is m.c. in the good 
nite club way. His band is on the 
stage. Tables are about the ‘club.’ 
Couples dance as the show starts. 


Miss Compson comes on with no 
delay. Jules introduces her, and 


she steps out to ‘invite’ all hands 
to go with her to The Grove. 
Dorothy June is the typical night 
club dance gal. Julian Hall in a 
fair Charlie Chaplin impersonation. 
Lillian Pierce acts a little like Fan- 
nie Brice, who, by the way, was at 
the Fox theatre, here, in person this 
week in ‘Crazy Quilt... Miss Pierce 
sings Indian chant in Jewish ac- 
cent. Danny Beck is Harry Lang- 
don, and the way this lad puts the 


drumsticks all over the place— 
chairs, floor, wallis—is nobody's 
business. Good. 


Cute Anna Chang doesn’t do bad- 
ly as Anna May Wong. She asks 
to ‘act with her voice’ and she does, 
along with a big smile. -aul Jones 
is a wow on skates and looks like 
Wm. Montgomery. Also he’s said 
to be a Seattle boy. Great stuff, his. 
Miss Compson now on again for a 
violin solo, an instrument she plays 
very well. A green dress sets off 
her blondness like a million dollars. 

Cheron as Hardy is the best im- 


personation of all, both in. looks, 
talk and mannerisms, while Judy 
does for Laurel. Consuella Gon- 


zales represents Lupe Velez and is 
herself a snappy Mexican girl with 
indications of fireworks. 

Of course Joe Brown had to come 
to the nite club, and all crocked up. 
Steve Savage does this one, having 
the Brown lingo down nat, and the 
mouth to a degree, but he outdoes 
Brown in contortions. 

Roy Bradley is dance pal for Miss 
Compson in a tuneful, smooth num- 
ber. 

‘Arsene Lupine’ (M-G) on the 
ecreen, News shots feature Lind- 
bergh case and appeal. Business 
good. This happens to be the kind 
of show all around that helps busi- 
ness. Trepp. 


PARAMOUNT,. L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 16, 


Only the participants can know 
the hardships of maintaining a 
stage band policy under these con- 
ditions. Not only the problem of a 
new show every week but the wor- 
ries that go with any losing fignt 
make operation an enduring head- 
ache. 

Consider the lowly chorus. On a 
new show each week set-up the 
girls are constantly in rehearsal. 
Every morning they must report at 
the theatre by 10:30 ready to drill. 
Two days a week it’s 8:30. Almost 
every day they have to keep to next 
week’s calisthenics between this 
week’s performances. At four frolics 
daily a gal doesn’t get much chance 
for a sandwich, omitting all men- 
tion of romance. Jobs pay $30 a 
week. And beautiful girls. 

Georgie Stoll probably is prétty 
busy, too. Since George Cunning- 
ham left he takes care of anything 
and everything. He even super- 
vises the chorus, routines the bill, 
sets the cues, is responsible for 
other people’s music and his own 
orchestral contributions, all of 
which carry special arrangements 
and presumably imply considerabie 
rehearsing apart from the show 
itself. 

Under this bombardment of large, 
small and miscellaneous responsi- 
bilities it is sufficiently remarkable 
that Stoll gets the first performance 
onto the stage at all. There were 
humerous small flaws noted on the 
St. Patrick bill’s opening. That 
seemed more Gene Morgan’s fault. 
He of the green hat, a trademark 
for many years, seemingly threw 
together a few gags and bits on his 
Way to the theatre. Morgan was 
there but his material wasn’t. And 
that let the show down badly. 

Morgan has been a personality on 
the Coast for years. He did stock 
formerly at Loew's State. Right 
now he is the chief jocularist at the 
Pyramid Club, a Hollywood night 
spot. Maybe he’s reserving his best 
&ags for the diners. lt was a 35- 
cent audience in the Paramount 
Pews and Morgan wasn't wasting 
anything on them. Even a casual 
theatregoer must have anticipated 
half the answers. 

One bit involving a signal box 
that didn’t work or maybe was just 
forgotten was supposed to keep 4 
eheck on the indigo. Possibly it’s 
funny when done. They just let it 
lay along with the eg: 

Young, pleasant, and quietly ca- 
pable were Dean and Parvis, who 
came first. Boy tenored extremely 
well for a dancer. They thereupon 
hopped into a cleat routine. Later 
the girl attempted snakehips to 
Irish tempo. She was brushed aside 
with little opportunity and Jater at 





£s. 


the finale no provision was made 
for their bows. Just one of the 
little awkwardnesses of a first per- 
formance and embarrassing to the 
kids. 

Acrobats, as certain on picture 
stages these days as crooners, ma- 
terialized as per expectations in the 
persons of Daun and Scott. They 
have mighty biceps, several excel- 
lent feats, especially a heel-to-heel 
lift, but they need a different style 
of dressing. While intended to seem 
cool and neat, actually they achieve 
an opposite effect. It looks like 
nothing so much as a couple of lads 
who have removed their shirts at a 
picnic to try a few athletic stunts. 
This half-undressed aspect is a de- 
traction. 

Axiomatic in show business is the 


psychological fact that over-plug- 
ging in introducing puts the per- 
former at a grave disadvantage. 


Georgie Stoll probably 
set Sally Sweet. He practically poi- 
soned the audience against her. She 
was, he said, the ‘most popular girl 
in Hollywood.’ Quite a statement. 
Miss Sweet glided out of the wings. 
Total = silence. That popularity 
claim, hitched to that silence, was 
getting off on the left foot, and 
Miss Sweet never squared herself 
entirely. Gene Morgan’s several in- 
terruptions were no help to her 
either. 

Donald Novis, who would possibly 


deny the appellation of crooner, 
found himself known and liked. 
He is the NBC tenor from the 
Cocoanut Grove, picked to. step 
up into the company of those for- 
tune-tapped young men with nice 


voices who constitute radio’s equiv- 
alent to the old matinee idol. Blond- 
ish, not quite poised, this particular 
tenor is possibly great for a micro- 
phone and only pretty good for a 
theatre. Radio voices are often 
that way. At any rate, he’s less than 
volcanic. 

Honoring the sainted necromancer 
who made the snakes disappear 
from Ireland, the girls are dolled 
up in green and attractive. 

Paramount ‘Wiser Sex’ 
screen. Business weak. 


on the 
Land. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


(‘SONS O’ GUNS’—TAB) 
Los Angeles, March 17. 

Picture houses’ sudden discovery 
of swollem grosses from pruned edi- 
tions of legit musicals has already 
demonstrated gruesome effect on 
legit business and has lost its nov- 
elty overnight on the coast. 

When ‘Sons O’ Guns’ opened at 
the Carthay at $2 top and lasted 
nine dismal days, the management 
bitterly reported that a personal ef- 
fort..to stimulate attendance was 
met by this laconic comment” from 
frugal Angelenos: ‘Why pay $2 
when we can see it later downtown 
for nickels?’ The shrewdness of 
local coin-hoarders is better appre- 
ciated when it is explained that no 
announcement of a picture house 
condensation had been made. 


As produced by the Municipalities 
Light Opera Co., at the Carthay, 
‘Guns’ faced the more _ routine 
handicaps of tepid casting and out- 
moded music in addition to afore- 
mentioned purely local obstacles. 
This musical was a one-man show 
in its day—a background for the 
late Jack Donahue—and absence of 
a commanding name from. the 
cast reveals the weaknesses of the 
piece. 

Replacing the usual Fanchon & 
Marco unit at Loew’s State, and for 
the same cost of $5,000, ‘Guns’ is 
no great shakes during its 90 min- 
utes and becomes even tiresome 
when viewed with Fox’s ‘She 
Wanted a Millionaire,’ and Metro- 
tone newsreel. Attendance was 
augmented by bargain hunters, but 
gross indications are not so spark- 








ling as they would have been a 
month ago, when the policy was 
unique. 

Carthay cast remains intact, 


Richard Powell in the Donahue part 
tearing through the show at a pace 
that will take years off his life. His 
sincere labors hold merit. Ethelind 
Terry, head-billed, spoiled a worth- 
while personality with over-ges- 
tures and a transparent red frock. 
Fred Santley as the butler who 
becomes a sergeant was the casting 
highlight and delivered his lines in 
a spirit lacking among the others. 
Florence Hedges was teamed with 
Russell Ash for secondary love in- 
terest to mild result and character 
parts were occupied ably by Wynd- 
ham Standing and Hedley Hall. 
Roy and Lee Hall, dancing twins 
who carry the twin idea in a pleas- 
ing routine, brought noticeable ap- 








plause in one short specialty. An- 
other display of talent from the 
cast was by Grace Adelphi, doing 
not so well reciting lines as a loose 
lady, but squaring herself with a 
toe whirl] in the finale. 
Twenty-eight girls and 29 boys 


| participating in production numbers 
were an impressive picture house 
spectacle. Music had naturally lost 





wanted to} 








Requesting Silence 





Los Angeles, March 21. 


Regular theatregoers soon 
learn to keep clear of seats 
adjoining those roped off for 


executives and reviewers on 
opening days in key cities. 

This privileged crowd is 
noisier, ruder and less aware 
of ordinary theatre courtesies 
than half the peace disturbers 
who are tossed out on their 
ears. 


Loud mouthed reviewers rate 











as a necessary nuisance, but 
loud mouthed showmen within 
a theatre are the industry's 
paradox, 
STANLEY 
Pititsburgh, March 18. 
Drop-out of Daphne Pollard at 
last minute on account of illness 


placing pretty much of a burden on 
Sammy Cohen and Cherry Blossom 
and June, only two acts represented 
in current presentation. It’s called 


There was only one complaint to 
register with the opening show this 
afternoon, and that was that over- 
long time budget allowed Cherry 
Blossom and June. Two-girl dance 
act is okay, with youngster espe- 
cially a minor sensation, but nine 
numbers in two appearances was 
too much. Tightened up a bit, this 
would be a turn to reckon with any- 
where, and cute tactics of blonde 
mite are showmanly and _ wise. 
However, she had a tendency to 
overdo it a bit, and concluding stuff 
could be erased advantageously. 

Opening chorus has line gals in 
‘one,’ dressed in clown-carnival cos- 
tumes and led by Dorothy Bushey, 
who has a song that plants the idea 
of the presentation. Dick Powell's 
first entrance also brings on Cohen 
for a couple of gags with m.c., after 
which band goes into a fast num- 
ber, winding up with the hokey ‘I’m 
the Drummer of the Band,’ led by 
Carl Gerald, who got some laughs 
with his mugging. 

Cherry Blossom and June made 
their first appearance at this junc- 
ture, followed by Cohen, whose 
slapstick stuff land@ed solidly. For 
his finish. he brought on the wife, 
Doris Roche, for a song, mugging 
with her for strong finish. Jerry 
Mayhall’s production number, from 
the ‘Night for Love’ scene in ‘Cat 
and Fiddle,’ nicely staged and 
lighted and featured soloist and girl 
violinist, with chorus doing some 
pretty ballet stuff. 


Cherry Blossom and June on 
again, followed by Powell's’ spe- 
cialty. Told audience he had made 
friends among all nationalities dur- 
ing his three years in Pittsburgh, 
and said he had often been requested 
to sing numbers in their native 
tongue. So he did four tunes, Ger- 
man first, French, then Yiddish, and 
finally Irish, all different. Bernie 
Armstrong spotted on the stage as 
his pianist and an okay idea. 

Armstrong also does his own bit 
at the organ, getting across some 
old though still good audience stuff, 
and won a nice hand. Dave Broudy’s 
overture, newsreel and feature, ‘Be- 
hind the Mask’ (Col), round out 
program. Cohen. 


DENVER 


Denver, March 16. 


Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Once Upon 
a Time’ Idea has a flashy opening 
and a spectacular closing and is 
fairly good entertainment most of 
the way. Dot and Helen Blossom 
are the mistresses of ceremony and 
read the announcements out of a 
huge book with the name of the 
[dea as title. 

Opening scene shows seashore 
with line lying on backs on stage 
waving arms and kicking legs in 
air—looking (with blue lighting ef- 
fect) like mermaids swimming. 
Dancing routine follows with 
Franklin Record singing to femme 
looker among the rocks on the shore. 

taye, Ellis and La Rue, two boys 
and girl, do slow dance and mix in 
a little adagio in full dress and an 
evening gown. Record is still sing- 
ing. The two Blossoms in different 
costumes, one in orange shirt and 
white trousers, warble, then change 
to bright Spanish senorita garb for 





' 

| 

| its freshness, 

‘Guns’ will play 10 days at the} 

| State, affording the theatre a 

chance to change from Wednesday 
to Saturday openings Whether it 
will pick up the F. & M. route is 
dubious, but there is a chance of a 
week in Hollywood at the Pantages, 
which enjoved Lucky Day’ very | 

' much, Bana. 





and Raye, 
their 
girl 


and huge colored wigs, 
Ellis and La Rue complete 
adagio, the men tossing the 
around in rapidfire manner and 
demonstrating fast change holds 
with lightning speed. For the fade- 
out one of the line is seized in the 
mouth of the huge mechanical dino- 
saur and carried out over the audi- 
ence while the rest of the troup 
squeal. 

Fred Schmitt's overture dedicated 
to Sousa, As the announcement 
was being thrown on the _ screen 
motion pictures were shown of some 





| 


| 
i . ° - 
| orchestra wore military uniforms, 
| with Sehmitt in an officer’s regalia. 
} Numbers 


of Sousa’s bands and events in his 
life. The brasses and drums were 
strong in march numbers, giving 
the impression of a brass band. The 


included 
Liberty,’ 


Fidelis,’ 


Across 


Semper 
‘Hands 
last | 
The curtains | 
portrait of | 
bandmaster and on each} 
girl trumpeters saluting, 
orchestra closed with ‘Stars 
and Stripes Forever.’ 


| ‘Spirit of 
|} the Sea’ and 
| tion, ‘Golden 
;} parted showing a 
the late 
side two 


}as the 
' 


Sousa’s com posi- 
Jubilee.’ 


huge 


Warners’ Hollywood 


Hollywood, March 17. 
Neither sock nor novelty to ele- 
vate the current stage show above 








‘Laff Carnival,’ which was an ap- 
propriate enough label considering 
Cohen and Miss Pollard as head- | 
liners. Latter’s inability to show up| 
made it seem a bit under that, but 
still it represents entertainment 
value if slightly less than _ hilari- 
ously so, 


mediocrity Jack Crawford's stage 
band, despite some excellent orches- | 
trations, fails to do more than} 
i | 
| Three specialty acts work in front | 
| of the band. Two have been seen | 
|locally several times—Treen and} 
sarrett, comedy singing and dane- |} 
ing team, and Helen Moore and her 
Six Dancing Demons. 
}dance with the attractive 
Moore formerly comprised the male 


line at the Paramount. Put them 
together and they're an act. They 
have improved considerably Boys 


dance two tap routines that bespeak 
at least an effort at originality. 
First is a challenge with the six 
paired off as teams; then a tap done 
to ‘Poet and Peasant.’ Miss Moore 
shows promise in one tap and an 
acro-adagio. 

Badger and Muesler, radio enter= 
tainers, are strictly smallie and got 
nowhere with gags and two songs 
that didn’t get past the footlights. 
Treen and Barrett, good tappers, 
spoil their chances with gag ma- 
terial that means nothing. Girls go 
in fur plenty of mugging that is for- 
eign to their good looks. After four 
weeks around town it’s about time 
they were getting some new gags. 

‘The Heart of New York’ (WB) 
featured, Near capacity downstairs 
for the first evening performance 
on Thursday surprised everyone. 
Universal News clips and a Vita- 
phone Variety, ‘Studio Murder Mys- 
tery,’ completed the screen fare. 

Call. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 18. 

Showing a refusal to accept what 
might appear to be the inevitable, 
B.&K. bucked the traditional Holy 
Week slump by shoving two ace 
stage attractions in the Oriental 
and the Chicago. At this big arena 
B.&K. displayed Barbara Stanwyck 
and Frank Fay, in conjuction with 
the Stanwyck flicker, ‘Shopworn’ 
(Col). And the results from the 
opening gong demonstrated that 
there's more to Holy Week than 
just laying down and starving. Ca- 
pacity at the (first run-off, a 
packed lobby and sidewalk holdout. 

Entire booking of the week, with 
the exception of the regular Fan- 
chon & Marco unit, was done at 
last minute. The flicker was not 
set for some time, with negotiations 
understood to have been on for a 
run at the State-Lake for RKO. 
And the personals were not running 
smoothly until early this week. But 
in spite of the hasty bookings, the 


show and flicker drew ample ad- 
vance plugging. 
Regular show was the F.&M. 


Cherry Blossom’ unit and ran rather 
short only three acts taking any 
real time outside of the usual dance 
routines, Frank Gaby headed the 
show on his comedy ventriloquism 
and his stooge. Eno Troupe sup- 
plied the acrobatics with some neat 
risley work,.and Dorothea held the 
dancing spot on a high-kicking en- 
durance specialty. 
Stanwyck and 
distinct from the 


Fay were entirely 
unit, a series of 


newsreel clips separating the two 
shows. The personal appearance 
act ran as long as the unit and 
without « drag. These pair of per- 


formers bring a new flavor to 
personal showing angle. 
Using a pianist and a 
stooges to fill the turn, this pair 
deliverec 35 minutes of clowning 
right into the mitts of the audience. 
Audience at first couldn't connect 


the 


trio of 





singire and dancing act. with the clowning by such a fan 

Second scene shows girls sitting |fu.v as Stanwyck, and didn't know 
in small grass houses of African] just how to accept the stooge com- 
pyemies, and line dressed as sav-|edy of the screen lady. Most of 
ages in black full-length tights witl em were expecting Fay to stooge 
bright, fluffy feathers. Vhite gloves|fo the frau, and were somewhat 
to elbows are used in arm wiggle |startled by having the tables turned 
number with lights out and pre- Much of the act is devoted to the 
sents bizarre effect. Keith Wilburn | burle Sqguing of the earlier t pe of 
starts with a dumb number—imi- | personal appearance and once this 
|tating an auto going through a flock 1udience got accustomed t the 
lof sheep. His other imitations were |comedy aping the going was easy 
| fair to middlin’, those of hens andj Each bit. such as the false modesty. 
| roosters, cats, auto horns, and ofj|the parading of flashy clothes, drew 
jthe baby that demands attention.|instant recognition for this mob, 
}His banjo and steel guitar imita-|which ias been viewing a long 
tions are good ;}string of screen personals thi t 


Final line appear In grass skirts j year, 
i 


1S 
Gold, 


Six boys W ho} 
Miss | 








IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, March 18. 


Unusual stage bill has Nicola 
headlining. Magician a draw in that 
few acts of this type reach local 


houses except for Thurston who is 


annually road-showed into town’s 
only legit house. Last act of this 
kind for a pic-yaude house was 
Plackstone at Loew's about two 
years ago. 

Clever exploitation putting over 
the act with Nicola doing straighte- 
jacket escapes outside the theatre 
and drawing crowds. Using such 
standard illusions as the Indian 


baske* trick, spiked cabinets, trunk 
escapes and disappearances. Climax 


is the vanishing elephant instead of 


Blackstone’s horse None of the 
tricks new, but it’s a long time 
since scme of them have been seen 
and whele act is lavishly mounted 
and costumed. Nicola carrying two 
male assistants together with two 
blondes and two brunets, all girls 
lookers and unloading lots of 


charm. Nicola also pleasing in pere- 
sonality. 

First half of stage-bill was 
Lander Brothers in chatter that got 
laffs, Patti Spears in songs had a 
nice reception, and the O'Connor 
Family in a dance medley. Latter’s 


auto was side-swiped coming out 
of Buffalo and troupe badly shaken 
up. Nc one seriously injured al- 
though one of the boys had back 
of ear in court-plaster and Mrs. 
O'Connor had side all black and 
blue, she said. All on, however, 
With the exception of little Roy, 
who does an acrobatic dance, kid 


laying off a couple of days because 
of an injured leg. No mention of 
accident when act caught and 
group went over very nicely. 
Feature film is ‘Strangers in 
Love,’ with usual overture. organ- 
esque, and screen-fillers. MeStay. 


CHINESE, L. A. 


Hollywood, March 17. 

Because every act made good the 
new Grauman tops the di- 
vertissement that was prelude for 
‘Mata Hari.’ It is also a faster en- 
tertainment, more securely fastened 
together, less dedicated to flashy 
but speed-checking spectacularity, 

Talent is mostly standard, but 
that isn’t always a guarantee of 
getting over at the Chinese at a 
picture first night. While not pre- 
cisely tough the audience is dis- 
criminating and does withhold or 
grant recognition to stage folks, 
They are perhaps less exacting in 
standards where strictly studio per- 
sonalities are concerned. After all, 
everybody's been everybody else’s 
guest out here. 

Oscar Baum and his pitmen, es- 
pecially the brass, giving forth 
abundantly. His overture was a 
fine showmanly effort and won exe 
ceptional attention for a depart- 
ment usually taken with little heed 
like the olio. 


Daneing battalion did not have 
anything as arresting as the Can- 
Can of the ‘Mata Hari’ prolog yet 
ably preserved interest, A giant 
veiled lady painted on a cut-out 
with a movable arm set the motif 
for the first number. Fanchon & 
Marco, credited for the dances, 
proceeded on the sound assumption 
that a chorus with clothes on is 
frequently, perhaps generally, more 
appealing, prettier, sexier, than the 
reverse. 

Joe and Pete Michon, 
Fortune, Steve Moroni, 
sheer muscular agility to 
Arnaut Brothers, Zelda 
Edna Ericko brought 
Sight and sound coalesced into a 
good Sid Grauman presentation, 
more vaudeville than Grauman, 
perhaps, but tim2s and styles in 
prologs have changed along with 
the type of picture now given $2 
runs. 

Arnauts have kept intact their 
knack for ingratiation. They starte- 
ed a trifle slow, but built steadily 
into audience favor. Zelda Santley 
was another slow, or at least un- 
certain, starter. Hers was no mid- 
get undertaking, imitating picture 
people before a picture audience. 
It was not settled from the begin- 


show 


Myrna 
brought 
be seen. 
Santley, 
audibility. 


ning that they were going to like 
her, Ultimately they decided they 
did. She has some extremely clever 


impersonations, seemingly new and, 


if so, probably capable of more 
marked accentuation, Either Miss- 
Santley herself or a com- 
petent writer can unquestionably 
strengthen several of the bits for 
the laugh chances are an open in- 
vitation. 

On appearance Miss Santley 
rated 100° in a modish tailored 
velvet that spelled class, She was 
on an ascending curve when she 
fell afoul of Helen Morgan, an ime- 
| pe rsonation that mimics seem une- 
able to resist. That let the curve 
flatten out somewhat, but she had 
a safe margin. If personal affection 
for the Morgan takeoff is too great 


to be br ished aside, it would at 
least be a help to clip the length to 
somewhere near her other bits, 
While garnering some giggles no- 
body would be vexed in all likelie 


(Continued on page 37} ad 


rr Oe re a rey 


( 


ra 





TNE A EET, near NA UE 


a ee ee le a a Beal 


aes ee 








i 









36 VARIETY 


VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Tuesday, March 22, 1932 





ee 


























[NEw ACTS 








PAUL WHITEMAN BAND (29) 
48 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace 

Closing the Palace first part as it 


seldom has been closed, a rather 
new Paul Whiteman gave 

tomers a shock. 

that most of the audience, especially | 
the regulars, anticipated the usual | 
half nour or so of orchestration. In- 
stead, Whiteman shot them full of | 


100-proof specialties, a solid 48 min- 
utes of them. 

After leading the dance orchestras | 
for many years, Whiteman now 
steps far ahead of the specialty 
band branch, with this change likely | 
to keep the Whiteman name on top. 
And very odd, too, to recall that as 
a band in the cafes and theatres, 
where sight is as important as 
sound, Whiteman used to play 
straight dance music chiefly; where- 
as, now that Whiteman is mostly a 
radio name, with sound meaning 
everything and sight nothing on the 





air, his band is better suited to 
stage work than ever. 

In the line of syne opation for | 
dancing and listening, Whiteman | 
probably went as far as a bands-| 
man possibly could go, which was} 
further than any other leader has 


That takes in fame, musical 
It’s remark- 


gone. 
excellence and salary. 


able how he has changed over into 
an entirely new band field for him 
without losing an inch of ground. 
It's more likely Whiteman has 
gained by the change, since there 


be much room for 
improvement in the dance music 
line, on top of other bands com- 
mencing to catch up. 

In its 48 minutes on the Palace 
stage the aggregation did not play 
a straight dance tune, nor did it 
work alone as strictly a band after 
the introductory bars of ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue.” From the introduction on 
it was 48 minutes of specialties by 
the musicians and others, vocal and 
instrumental, with some comedy by- 


didn’t seem to 


play and dancing to change the 
pace. But the band was always 


there, playing in the typical White- 
man way to back up the special- 
ists, ever enhancing those in front 
but never distracting eye or ear 
from the specialties. Such blending 
of specialty work and musical ac- 
companiment is uncommon, 

Mildred Bailey, an ether name on 
her own, is the big gun of the spe- 
cialty squad. With a local quartet, 
let alone the band for accompani- 
ment, Miss Bailey has plenty of at- 
mosphere while singing through a 
mike: She's a -stoat-.coon.. shouter 
par excellence, and though the cus- 
tomers gobbled everything Miss 
Bailey offered, they were noticeably 
disappointed that she didn’t sing 
‘Rockin’ Chair.’ She’s best known 
to radio listeners for that song. 

Harry Goldfield, the band’s staff 
trumpeter-comic, does his s,-and d.; 
William Aaronson imitates the 
radio stars; Jack Fulton, Jr., sings 
a boy soprano ballad; ‘Red’ Mc- 
Kenzie delivers a pop in rich bari- 
tone; a boy gets laughs by warmly 
slapping a xylophone with hammers 
that have padded gloves on the 
ends; the King’s Jesters harmonize; 
the Selbys-Norman, who doubles on 
the trumpet, and Arlene, a girl with 
a beautiful form and who shows it 
—do a dance that’s fast enough to 
close this high-speed act. 

In the band’s pick-out number 
Mike Pingatore, immediately recog- 
nized and given a big reception, 
ripped the house apart with his 
banjo whipping. There are few old 
faces in the present Whiteman crew 
and Mike’s one of the few. 

Paul himself was as big a surprise 
as his band, what with all the excess 
dropped and looking from the rear 
like Clarke Gable. His well tail- 
ored suit cuts in toward the waist 
now, instead of going straight down 
as formerly. The audience mur- 
mured on his entrance. 

The band, NBC-booked, is getting 
$7,500. That limits its stage book- 
ing possibilities, but for theatres 
that can stand that salary gaff, the 
act can’t miss. No direct mention 
of the auto firm Whiteman adver- 
tises on the air, but suggested in 





the billing—‘Paul Whiteman and 
His Chieftains,’ Bige. 
THE ROLLING STONES (3) 
Dancing, Comedy 
10 Mins.; One 
Academy 

Looks like this is a _ three-boy 


rhythm dancing act that tried to re- 
form. They’ve got plenty of stuff, 
“but don’t quite make the grade yet 
because of inferior comedy during 
the first half of the act. 


| ground. 


EDDIE LEONARD (4) 
Songs 

15 Mins.; Four 

86th St. 


| This is Eddie Leonard's third new 


the cus- act in a little less than two years, 
There's no doubt] and this time the minstrel charac- 
| ter is in vaudeville with an eye cast 


toward radio. No secret that Leon- 
ard is harboring a yen to crash 
among the ether’s luminaries, hav- 
ing during the past few months 
made a number of radio ‘guest’ ap- 
pearances and advertised himself 
ts a radio artist. 
In this turn 
rounded himself 


Leonard has sur- 
with a radio back- 
He is supported by a male 
trio, who harmonize through a mike 
attached to amplifiers, and a pianist. 
Leonard himself does most of his 
warbling out front away from the 
mike, with the trio chorusing him 
through the amplifiers. 

Leonard is in his usual minstrel 
get-up, blackface, high hat, and all. 
His work, personally, is as likable 
as ever, with his minstrel songs 
getting a big reception. At the end 
of his act the orchestra struck up 
Ida,’ which the audience recog- 
nized, calling Leonard back to sing 
that ditty in his own style. 

While on the stage, Leonard 
should continue to stay away from 
the mike. He doesn’t need it. His 
voice receives amplification for 
only two brief numbers, but even 
that is unnecessary. 

Supporting trio are oke harmon- 
ists and work well with Leonard. 
But those radio imitation bits of 
Crosby, Smith, ete. should be 
dropped. 


GEORGES CARPENTIER (6) 
Songs, Dances 

15 Mins.; Full (Special) 

86th Street 

Carpentier is not new to the stage, 
nor is any of the material he uses. 
But he possesses a pleasant stage 
personality and has managed to mix 
together an act that is pleasing. It’s 
not a headlining turn for A houses, 
but good support for almost any 
bill. 

Four girls in the turn and a col- 
ored dancer who is out of place. 
Georges himself is on very little, 
which is wise, because he possesses 
little beyond the personality. He 
dances with the girls once, and does 
it surprisingly well. Also, he sings 
once, not so well. Maybe good 
enough, though. No one expects 
him to be a nightingale. It might 
be a good idea to cut out the three 


ur tode “atitgead jokes” he «racks, 


They’re all 
funny. 
What helps the act more than 
anything is the fact that the four 
girls are lookers and are all tal- 
ented. Three do a song and dance 
in unison, which is a crowd- 
pleaser, and the fourth does a couple 
specialty toe numbers for nice re- 
sults. 

After the act Is over the colored 
lad is brought on for a tap num- 
ber. Okay, but ought to be spotted 
earlier in the act or dropped. Where 
it is doesn’t mean anything. Kavf, 


not only old but un- 


BUSTER SHAVER (3) 
Midgets 

17 Mins.; Two 

Palace 

Ostensibly a midget act, but with 
enough lyric quality and punchy 
entertainment value to almost take 
it out of the freak class. If sucha 
thing is possible in a turn of three 
people, two of whom are smallies, 
that primarily presents midgets. 
This is far different from-the aver- 
age liliputian act, probably being 
less of a freak affair than any of 
the kind yet produced, or at least 
less so than any midget act of mod- 
ern vaudeville times. 

Shaver is a normal-sized man. 
The other two persons are Olive 
and George Brasno, both pint sized, 
the girl being a little doll. She’s 
full of youthfulness in appearance 
and action, unusual for a woman 
midget. Around this girl the act 
is built and through her sells itself, 
with invaluable help from Shaver 
and the woman’s brother. Shaver 
accompanies on the piano, sings, 
dances, talks and straights for the 
half-pints. He’s credited on the 
program for the material, most of 
which sounds special. 

Both Brasnos, especially Olive, 
dance legitimately and sing pass- 
ably. Their size is always behind 
them, and that sells everything. 
For something really cute Miss 
Brasno, acting naughty and tossing 
off a not so polite cooch, can con- 





Lads pull a couple pretty terrible 
jokes and then go into rough stuff 
in the manner of Durante and Mit- 
chel. They don’t quite put that 
over, either. Rough and tumble fight 
in slow motion, which follows, is a 
genuinely amusing variation of old 
biz and the first time the boys 
click. 

From that inte a dance for a fin- 
ish which holds the customers. 

Deuce spot here and over on 
strength of the dance and slow mo- 
tion biz, but with some more work- 
out and strengthening of the com- 
edy boys will have nothing to fear 


tend with anything. 

Shaver and the Brasnos are out 
of the erstwhile standard midget 
turn, ‘Tiny Town Revue.’ As a trio 
they can play anywhere and please 
anybody, including particularly the 
kids. Bige. 


CONLIN and GLASS 
Comedy, Songs 

18 Mins.; Two 

86th St. 

Jimmy Conlin and Myrtle Glass 
have a smart idea in this new turn 
that’s something of a new wrinkle 
and which can be elaborated upon 





in better spots. Kavwyf, 


« 


for better comedy effect than they 


PALACE 


Jimmy Duffy’s gag about ’phon- 
ing the act over from the hotel was 
no gag. It was a prediction. Al- 
most everybody's phoning again this 
week, from the stage to the cus- 
tomers through a microphone. When 
Al Trahan walked on at 5 o'clock 
Saturday matinee to next-to-close 
one could hear the audience whis- 
per en masse, ‘What, no mike?’ 

It's mikes and pianos all over the 
place this week, and double on the 
latter in the Paul Whiteman band 
act. And no femme name of draw 
value on the boards outside. Yet 
the show is powerful as an enter- 
tainment, thanks to a 48-minute 
first part finish by Whiteman, one 
of those pre-intermish affairs pe- 
culiar to the Palace and no other 
theatre in the country. It is the 
sort of finish that sends them out 
to smoke and wonder whether the 
second part can follow. 


Aithough Russ Columbo, hoiding 
over, rated as an easy applause suc- 
cess and Weber and Fields were a 
sentimental hit, the one-two spots 
in the second section didn’t possess 
the basic punch of preceding mo- 
ments. Until 5 p.m. it looked like 
just one more part II, but Trahan 
entered at that point and proceeded | 
to become the bounce ’em kid of the 
day. 

Altogether it’s an unorthodox lay- 
out, with the hoofing opening in- 
stead of No, 2, and nary an acro- 
bat in sight. Also frequently a ten- 
dency to register up and down on 
the pulse machine, so there’s no 
telling what might have happened 
without a capable mc. around. 
Jay C. Flippen, in blackface and 
dropping his own turn to work be- 
tween the acts exclusively, appeared 
responsible for the bill running as 
satisfactorily as it did at the open- 
ing performance. 

First show played to capacity 
and standees, and will have to re- 
peat that feat more than once this 
week to justify its cost. Salary list 
amounts to $15,800, making this the 
most expensive bill since Cantor- 
Jessel. Last week the Palace, with 
a slightly cheaper lineup, grossed 
around $25,000, yet lost money. The 
big contrast in the current payroll is 





currently have. Idea is two mikes 
attached to amplifiers. One is seen 
and the pair uses it. The other is 
unseen. Through this means Con- 
lin and the unseen speaker at the 
other mike engage in comedy patter, 
all coming through the amplifiers. 
Turn opens with a silhouette ef- 
fect in a radio station. After some 


gagging the pair introduce them- 
sélves “and tome curc front, where 
the ‘mike’ work begins. Crossfire 


is quite amusing and gets response. 
Miss Glass warbles a group of tunes 
through the mike. Turn is essen- 
tially a comedy act and a surplus of 
straight warbling detracts from its 
value as a laugh-getter. 

Stands now as a pretty good 
effort, but can easily be built into a 
sock act through elaboration on the 
idea, 


COLLEGE CAPERS (7) 
Female Impersonators 
17 Mins.; Full 
Paramount, Newark 


Opens rather amateurishly with 
a supposed college scene. A dra- 
matic coach wants four of his cast 
to get into their costumes while 
waiting for the lead. Without going 
into all the details, the act develops 
into the four men appearing as girl 
dancers, the lead becomes a heavy 
blonde mama, and another is an ec- 
centric skinny comic ‘woman.’ They 
get better as they go along and while 
the dancing of the four shows mas- 
culine clumsiness, they carry their 
cluthes very well. 

The lead sings several times, 
varying between a deep bass and a 
falsetto to much laughter. Comic is 
funny in one wiggie number, sur- 
prisingly. The costumes are fine. 
The coach is not so strong, but 
makes a good foil. 

Nowhere is the pansy element 
stressed or suggested. At the close 
they doff their wigs. Register all 
the way. Austin. 


DEAN and JOYCE REVUE (7) 
Dance Flash 

11 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum 


Fairly competent mixed team as- 
sisted by an ensemble of five wom- 
en, most of whom must have had 
acrobatic schooling. They work 
dance numbers along acro lines, in 
their first doing effective forma- 
tions, in another as Romans. In 
that the quintet is Amazonian to 
some extent, each sturdily built, the 
Roman background fits in nicely. 

On closing Friday night’s show up 
here, the flash rated above average 
on applause. One of its virtues is 
that at no time does it lose the fast 
pace set by the mixed team in their 
snappy opening strut mixture. Oth- 
ers by team are a bunk-acrobatic in 
which the girl displays her best 
form, and a finishing specialty along 
with the ensemble. 

Flash is not expensively mounted 
or costumed, but has the looks and 
entertainment valus to merit it me- 
dium time booking. Char. 





$7,500 for the headliner, Whiteman, 
ana $100 for the opening act, ‘Glad 
Rags,’ a nine-people flash, 


As they say in the second-hand 
clothing stores, for $100 you can’t go 
wrong. Although while it may look 
perfect for the moment for the 
booker, the booker of the foremost 
vaudeville theatre of America 
might be practising what the bank- 
ers call false economy by paying 
actors an average of 62c a show. 
That’s what the eight girls and one 
boy in ‘Glad Pags’ will get for the 
16 Palace performances this week, 
granting all are paid off equally and 
the only deduction is 10% for com- 
mish, 


‘Glad Rags’ makes a nice opener 
for this week. Although the girls’ 
costumes are a little shabby looking 
now, the wearers get by on personal 
merit, which is what counts in all 
acts, including flashes. Line of six 
girls prefers tap dancing, mostly on 


stairs, while the Corbett Twins, 
blonde sister team, are similarly 
partial. The lone gent is an eccen- 


tric dancing boy whose mugging 
selis his leg work. His name is 
Johnny Convey and they liked him 
a lot. 

The bill started to build up with 
the deucer, Buster Shaver (New 
Acts), two midgets and a normal 
man in one of the sweetest and 
prettiest midget acts yet seen, The 
three people are out of the formerly 
standard ‘Tiny Town Revue.’ Nell 
Kelly, who is going to get some- 
where when she grabs some ma- 
terial, won the audience over quickly 
on sheer exuberance and pep No. 3 
and scored easily the rest of the 
way. Miss Kelly, a dynamic red- 
head who is part a Charlotte Green- 
wood, Marie Dressler and Rae Sam- 
uels rolled into one, uses her legs, 
body, mugg and voice simultane- 
ously at all times and the style is 
apt to murder any lyric. Her pres- 
ent lyrics rate murdering, but 
stronger material would strengthen 
the act and not necessarily demand 
a change in style by Miss Kelly. 
She’s on the right track. 


Whiteman’s band, fourth and fin- 
ishing the first part, is under New 
Acts. Columbo, opening intermish, 
as he did last week, sings three 
numbers and then doubles with Con 
Conrad, latter at the piano, this 
week. With Conrad, introduced by 
Columbo as his ‘pal and manager,’ 
the baritone crooner plugs Conrad's 
pop compositions in medley style, 
then goes into a fiddle solo. They 
brought him back for an encore and 
Columbo sang it without the micro- 
phone. It went to prove how good 
he sounds over the mike. 


Bulk of applause for the NBC 
crooner seemed to emanate from the 
back of the house or from half-way 
on, denoting that mike singing re- 
verses the ancient stage custom by 
bringing the rear-seat folk nearer 
to the voice than those down front. 
The obvious reason is that the pit 
music hits the front rows harder 
and sooner than the voice, since the 
latter is amplified from the pro- 
scenium arches and travels round- 
about to the back of the house 
rather than straight over the pit 
leader’s head. 


Columbo is a nice-looking guy and 
if he’s not the top air favorite with 
the women, it means not enough 
women have seen him, 


Weber and Fields consumed 14 
minutes, the first 60 seconds of 
which went to the audience for its 
reception applause. This is their 
first Palace date in six years. The 
veterans slipped quickly into their 
old pool-table scene and found the 
laughs scarce. Then out on the 
apron to mention the 20-year 
friendship spiel that Cantor and 
Jessel made at the Palace some time 
ago. Against Cantor-Jessel’s 20, 
Weber and Fields spot 57 years of 
companionship, and that brought 
another hand that rivaled the opener. 
They didn’t act akay in the song 
and Irish jig that closed. In for 
two weeks at $2,500 per. 


Trahan and his blonde soprano 
foil, Yukona Cameron, have changed 
the pianolog and wrassling bit 
around slightly. Among switches 
is one into striped pants and tails 
by Trahan, who red-nosed it in 
baggy pants heretofore. But after 
the mauling he didn’t look so classy. 
This date is just a slight interrup- 
tion between vocal lessons for Tra- 
han, whose new ambition is the 
concert stage. He accepted a few 
opporunities to flash his baritone 
Saturday and was a hit anyway. 
His vocal teacher probably hopes 
Trahan’s Palace success won't 
change his mind. They could use 
some belly laughs up at Carnegie 
Hall, at that. 

Whiteman’s band returned to their 
platform to background an after- 
piece by Flippen and Miss Kelly. 
Flip titled it ‘A Night at Sloppy 
Joe's,’ but the copyright belongs to 
Izzy Herk and the Minskys. It's the 
table scene with the seltzer bottle 
finish, with everything in but the 
bladder. The audience laughed 
plenty, indicating they haven't 
seen a burlesque turkey lately. Per- 
haps the real reason was that Flip- 
pen had conducted himself smartly 
all afternoon, holding the show to- 
gether and quickening the slow mo- 
ments, so anything he wanted to do 
at 5:15 would be acceptable. 

No billing for Mildred Bailey of 
the Whiteman act reads like a 
mistake on the theatre's part. 





Bige. 


——— 


VIC PALACE, LONDON 


London, March 11, 

The Victoria Palace, which hag 
ceased to function as a premier 
vaudeville house for the last few 
years and has gradually become 
known as a ‘White Elephant,’ openea 
to capacity week 7. Regulars were 
greatly surprised to see a house 
jammed and hundreds turned away, 
The bill had eight acts with a troupe 
of wrestlers, apparently the real] 
attraction, 

Bill opened with the Victoria 
Girls, permanent group neither bet. 
ter nor worse than most seen 
around, Zanfrellas, man-woman 
pedestal posing act. There is only 
one act of its kind in vaudeville, 
which is just as well. Morris and 
Cowley, play on two 
popular cars, ordinary. Jock Me. 
Kay, well known in America, still 
reveling in gagging about Scottish 
generosity. McKay has a right to 
do that, as he was born in Glasgow, 
although his name is Kuttner, and 
is a brother-in-law of Will Fyffe. 
Laddi: Cliff and His Friends present 
a revuette, and still reveal enough 
artistry to justify his West End 
name, 

Florence 


the name a 


Desmond easily 
about the best mimic now 
with her Bankhead 
most lifelike. Jackie Collier, wita 
billing ‘the world’s most unique 
dancer,’ is doing a Barbette wire- 
walking take-off. Nosmo King, alias 
Vernon Watson, has now discarded 


ranks 
around, 
impression the 


the Frank Tinney act, but still 
works in blackface. 
This completed the vaudeville 


portion of the bill. Then came 12 
men, not from the south, but from 
all over Europe, all picked, and all 
champions in their own respective 
countries, Belgium, England, France, 
Holland, Africa and Ireland. Stand. 
ing in a row they look tough. One, 
the Black Devil, looked like a figure 
from ‘Ingagi.’ Introductory remarks 
were made by an m. c., about the 
men’s prowess, and Apollo, a once 
strong-man act, was on to voice a 
challenge on behalf of a champion 
by the name of Asaratti, who is 
ready to challenge all the gorillas 
on the stage. Apollo was promised 
his man will be given a chance, with 
no date mentioned. Then the bouts 
started. Some of it looked realistic, 
some not so on-the-square. But the 
audience loved it. If the first two 
shows are any criterion the house 
will gross around $9,000 this week, 
which means $4,500 net profit, some- 
thing that has not happened to tne 
Victoria Palace in years. It also 
looks good for twice round the Moss 
Empires houses, with a sure to the 
Victoria Palace. R. H. Gillespie is 
confident that he has found a great 
b. o. attraction. 


86TH ST. 


Influence of radio is strongly felt 
on this bill. Two of the turns, Eddie 
Leonard, and Conlin and Glass, both 


New Acts, use mikes attached to 
amplified horns. Amplification 


through mike use a la radio is an 
oke novelty when spotted properly. 
Here, however, both acts using the 
mike came one after the other and 
so during the Conlin and Glass act, 
second to work along this line, the 
edge was off. 


Bill in toto shaped up as pleasing 
neighborhood fare. Nicely paced 
and each act well received. 


Lois Torres and Her Barcelonians 
opened with a fast set of acrobatics, 
Although Miss Torres has the bill- 
ing, the five boys in support do a 
lot for the act. Boys are adroit at 
hand-to-hand work and Arabian 
ground work. A small chap also 
does a bit of hoofing. 


King Brothers and Cully should 
get up a good encore or a smart 
blow-off. Through their rough-and- 
tumble hoke trio were forced to en- 
core, but their little afterpiece was 
the worst part of the whole act. 
Trio goes in for gag hoofing and 
warbling with plenty of rough stuff. 
Stanley, Lester and DeMar treyed 
with a comedy song-and-dance turn 
that appears to have lost much of 
the wallop it possessed when first 
around. Smaller chap in this turn, 
playing a stew, was previously the 
main cog with his hoke. Much of 
his material appears to be discarded, 
for the other chap and a dark girl 
now are utilizing the bulk of it. 
Dark girl is a dynamic worker with 
a smart style. 
Eddie Leonard (New Acts) back 
in vaude with a new turn with a 
radio background. A trio of har- 


— and a pianist assist. Liked 
1ere, 


Conlin and Glass (New Acts) an- 
other using radio background, but 
this time for comedy purposes 
mainly, although straight warbling 
is included. 

Helena Justa and Boys closed. 
Miss Justa, colored dancer, is doing 
most of the same routines she has 
been connected with for some years. 
Include a Bill Robinson dance on @ 
small staircase and a military tap 
number, Girl has increased her 
support. She is now assisted by 
four colored boys for instrumenta- 
tion, working at the piano, drums, 
sax and banjo. A bit of warbling 
and hoofing by the boys also in- 
cluded, 





U's ‘Impatient Maiden’ featured. 
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STATE 


Ji's better to sell than it is to 
watch at the State, principal defect 
‘gor the drop-in location being weak- 
ness in low comedy, and chief merit 
the marquee value of two good 
gales names, to wit: Vera Gordon, 
the Jewish character mama, and 
“The Street Singer’ (Arthur Tracy), 
a vogue at the moment among radio 
dial fans. 

It’s puzzling to find Tracy, an 
ether personality, the outstanding 
applause feature of the show. You'd 





look for a neighborhood clients le | 
going for a radio name, but at this | 
home of driftii.¢ transients, he was | 


@ veritable hurricane, spotted two 
from closing. He has changed his | 
whole system since his start on the 
gtage and now sticks to sentimental! 
number or ‘requests.’ 

He’s one of the few 
gingers who seems to be an excep- 
tion to the vaudeville rule and 
pbout the only one known to this re- 
viewer who affects the aloof manner 
of the concert platform and profits 
by it. Here he closes with ‘Eli, Eli,’ 
done as a request and for encore 
gings ‘You're My Everything.’ His 
galeability ought to increase as the 
week goes on, being the hero in 
Monday’s tabloids of a snappy ro- 
mance with a married woman from 
Pittsburgh that got into court. 


straight | 


To the detriment of the show, 
Tracy had to follow Vera Gordon 
and Co. in a comedy-dramatic 
sketch, new in substance here- 
abouts, but probably done before, 
since the title isn’t billed. Story 


has mild humor and milder senti- 
ment and has all the disadvantage 


of a talking playlet in the middle 
of a modern bill. Miss Gordon is 
the best character player in her 


limited field, but she needs to pick 
her spots, and here her placing was 
not fortunate, due to the fact that 
there was scarcely an ice-breaking 
laugh ahead of her—and she was 


No. 4. 


Practically the whole comedy 
burden falls upon Ross and Ed- 


wards, two-man talk and step com- 
bination and first rate in both de- 
partments, but next to closing on 
an almost laughless bill was a good 
deal of an assignment even for these 
two adept low comics. It was the 
stepping session as change of pace 
from gags and knockabout that car- 
ried them to a click. 

Boyd and Wallin, man and wom- 
an acro novelty, opened. Novelty 
consists in unusual frameup. Wom- 
an hangs by the knees in -—what 
amounts to a bearer’s cradle of a 
casting act, and in that position 
holds the end of a slack wire in her 
teeth the while her man partner 
does an expert routine of balances 
and swings on the loose strand. 
Woman good figure in tights and 
whole act neatly if unpretentiously 
offered. 


Tom and Betty Wonder, No. 2, got 
first chance at dancing display and 
did nicely, thanks to their youthful 
appearance and spirited style. Rou- 
tines skillfully broken up with a bit 
of song, couple of costume changes 
and alternation of team work and 


solo bits, covering a considerable 
range of territory and moving 
swiftly, 


The bookers did no favor to May- 
ris Chaney «nd Edward Fox in spot- 
ting them to close the show, which 
ran more than an hour and a half. 
They have a sprightly flash dance 
interlude, with plenty of pictorial 
attractiveness in costuming and 
drapes, and a world of grace in the 
performance of the young people 
themselves. But the final assign- 
ment was against them, a straight 
display following the only laugh 
item in the bill, and that depend- 
ing also not a little upon dancing. 
It wasn’t easy to see where else on 
this layout they would have suited, 
made up as it was, but certainly 
they couldn’t do justice to them- 
selves closing. Rush. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 14. 


Lots of variety and a wallop 
makes the current vaude bill here 


more like the old time McCoy. 
silly Farrell and Dad, dancers; 
Van Cello, risley worker; Helen 


Yorke and Virginia Johnson, sing- 
ers and Charles Ahearn and his 
Millionaires, hokers, make up the 
intact unit with Jack and Betty 
Cavanaugh, locally booked, opening 
the show. Unit appears as named. 

Cavanaughs oked in the opening 
spot with a fast line of rope spin- 
Ning and knife throwing. Well 
dressed with their own hanging 
pieces, they get away from the us- 
ual and are a good investment. 


In the deuce spot, the Farrells 
pleased, with the old man’s grey 
hair getting sympathy. Act is 
merely a challenge dance between 
the younger Farrell and his Dad, 
announced as 74 years old. Act 


would be a show stopper anywhere 
atter the age announcement. As it 
it is good entertainment, with the 


is 


old man showing up some youngel 
feneration with neat triples. 

Van Cello, ace risley worker, 
next. With personality he holds | 


down this position in the middle of 


+ 


the bill and demonstrates again 
at a dumb act can be spotted 
Ther than at the extremes. Van 
Cello does but four routines, all 











Hollywoodish, elaborating on the 
celebs, and Mitzi handing out good 
imitations of Dietrich, Chevalier, 
Arliss et al. Rosie Green's daugh- 
ter is not a fluke. She’s every inch 
a trouper, with no ifs, ands or buts. 

Britt Wood and his harmonica are 
as closely identified as Olsen and 
Johnson. RKO has him under a 
long contract, and for obvious rea- 
sons. Wood ean still smack any 
audience and come back for more, 
besides which he enjoys the distinc- 
tion of being the first harmonica 
dribbler that has come through here 
without doing an imitation of a 
train. It might interest Wood to 
know that two bars on his har- 
monica is worth more than a yard 
of his yarn spinning. Afier that he 
took the next-to-shut spot with a 
strong click. 

One of the flashiest scenic pro- 
ductions seen around here in a long 
while is the Gracella and Theodore 


tionally good. Wilson Brothers, 
German comedians and yodlers, got 
their talk over surprisingly well for 
such a large auditorium and cleaned 
with their warbling. Apollon closes 
the show. 

Vaude program is augmented by 
‘Carnival Boat’ (RKO-Pathe) and 
the newsreel. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, March 19. 

Crowded house credited to Gilda 
Gray, headlining this week and as- 
sisted by the three Crosby Brothers. 
The set represents a South Sea post, 
with the men as soldiers. Shesings 
‘Aloha’ to their accompaniment on 
guitar and banjo. They play a lit- 
tle and one taps, but this part is 
crudely written and there is noth- 
ing to appeal in the boys’ work. 


Miss Gray dressed in a grass skirt/adagio act. Nifty layout on the 
does the sort of dance one does With] fantasy order, built around the 
a grass skirt, and with authority. sleeping beauty kid story. Some 


She then makes an appealing speech 
in which she says she has been very 
ill but is returning to pictures next 
month. The speech is refreshingly 
free from condescension. The boys 
are then strong in a dance to an 
operatic overture. Miss Gray re- 
turns in a flash of silver and shim- 
mies neatly to the ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
singing too. The act stops abruptly. 


exceptional effects in this act, with 
the featured dancers spilling some 
good stunts. Flash acts are not as 
common as they used to be, prin- 
cipally because of the cost of pro- 
duction perhaps, but when they’re 
built like this one there’s nothing 
to be afraid of. 
Good, fast novelty 
Three Aces and a Queen. 


opener in 
Sounds 








the | 


Opener is ‘College Capers’ (NeW| ike a dancing act, but is a well- 
Acts). A musical act, the Three! aceq perch and trampoline turn, 
Latins, followed. An accordion and/ jth the girl actually working | 
a guitar busied the men while the|.,ound the three boys. Hand-to- 
girl uses a violin. The accordionist])anq ctuf¢ they do is particular] 


wise-cracked, while the girl danced | jmnpressive 
and executed near-acrobatics while t" te 
playing and played with the bow 
held between her legs. The men 


7 


cya) trailers and newreels 
out a rather abbreviated schedule 


round 








did a few imitations, and the ac-| ae —. —_ yg ai n> ; —. am 
cordion player and the other man|/- Minutes Nees ty gs ope ic ta 
with his voice did a creditable ‘or- |)" gore Danny RK pacegyg ltt Bag Sees 
gan.’ They were liked. pe pees pio gg a a. aie te <a 
Cails 11S een, Vine ne ] s 

Next-to-closing, Fannell and Flor- ia it in 2 heavy om ties n us A over- 
ence, Fannell enters as a stew and | ¢,)), Span. 
gets them roaring. With tenner on 
and double entendre the two amuse. | ° 
They use a folding sign with the] Hollywood, Detroit 
word ‘Madame’ on it for many} Detroit. March 19 
changes of words and nifties. They ee iii ake Wilkes ais 
end mildly and don’t get the hand| oo". ble Mig! ry im 4 Ned a aie 
their earlier work had won. et. bill. “with that act Mills. Kit k 

Usual revue is ‘Steps of Rhythm,’|/ and 2} This house plaving 
a little weaker than the average.!cpnlit weeks gets some Inusu: 
Using its own drape the best appeal! good talent from time to 
the act has is a line of six girls.! Show goes over strict , lent a 
very lively and with changes of COSs- | compared th locally built sh 
tume. A man does a bit of broad- by Publix, where the talent j sub- 
casting with a girl, and another girl| merged under producti These 
sings several numbers and -shows} chows e presented i ng 
considerable punch. It eould be ‘ q e est ' 
hetter. and it TS, 

Picture, ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par). | With two fair acts, one good t 








fight dance of girl and lad. An en- 


tertaining and rapidly moving num- 
ber. 

York and Goldie with Beatrice 
Tracey present ‘Hollywood Mania 
and ‘mania’ is right. Drop shows 
movie lot and entrances are made 
through gate. Tricky looking 
clothes and the installment col- 


lector gag amusing. The actor is 
forced to give up his Ingersoll, coat 
and vest, then his pants, and last 
the umbrella he was using to cover 


with barrels, but how he sells them! PALACE CHICAGO and a band and m.e. that more than FISHER DETROIT 
Working in tails in a special set ’ fills up the gaps, this house has a ’ 

he held up the show but begged off. Chicago, March 19. | good show the majority of the time. | Detroit, March 19. 
ot te ae Bb merry John- Palace has a good kid show this | The m.c. and band have been here | Second of the locally-built ‘stage 
- é . \ ‘ primas with | week, which with Mitzi Green the]going into the years already and] presentations since the dropping of 
good voices which they know how! draw should glide through to a sat-|have not forgotten that the audi-]} vaude is titled ‘Al-Star Follies.’ The 
to use. _Numbers run from Classi- | jsfactory gross. Joe Brown on the |ences like to pick favorites even in!only trouble with the show is that 
cal to jazz with their high class} screen in ‘Fireman, Save My Child’|stage bands. This goes doubly so/the stars are noticeabk their 
stuff standing out. (WB) looks like a happy combina- |for the m.c., Eddie Loughton. He) almost complete absence. The are- 

Charles Ahearn and his tramps |tion all around. |has a sense of humor and showman-/est approach to real entertainment 
closed with 20 minutes of grade A So far the Palace has been stay- } ship. With those two things, < ny- is in Joe Jackson and the Evans 
hoke. On the tail end of a bill that/ing right near the top with good|thing sets over. He can't play 10/ Ballet. With the exception of the 
was short on laughs they mopped up.} breaks forthcoming from its stage | different instruments or dance and | talent’ weakness the show is pretty 

Business, in attendance, was/ names Screen value percentage |Sing like a million, But SINSS/and well thought out. 
away above average with the bal-j| here is so sma that it’s rardly | Well enous ind can ‘ \e Pauline Gaskins. as the } © act 
cony cut from 50 to 25 cents and the | worth mentioning RKO 1 e | step ( pia not f enough to put the show 
orchestra from 65 to 40 cents. Gross | decisively diseovered \ \ 1 Travers 
for the day totaled about $200 mors ‘ , ) h it across 
than the average house. lace. Perhaps tl State-] ave been ripe } 

‘The Menace’ (Col) is the major|lem could be solved the sa ) \ S The openi fol 
screen attraction with Pathe News/|or mavbe not. depending t } loe J cs07 e show 

|} clips rounding out the bill Call booking facilities ar a confi S l I ‘ ‘ 3 co 
= ion, if any, with the Pa peze } . . is let « 
| Mean vhile the major house t a Show pens W f I ’ 
HIPPODROME nothing to complain t s d dresses s 
|}strong picture house compe on | ! a chance 7 ! 

Smooth running and well propor-|alonge the _ street. Current ek | the pit from the st e Les \ it f were eas aug 
tioned show caught the fancy of the| presents an exemplary situatior {did ‘Trees ve ‘ and g ove especia ve \ 
Saturday shoppers at the Hippo-} with the Palace vieing with Stan- | The name act on last for plenty of | few hoke old-time steps, ete., and 
drome, with Dave Apollon heading| wyck ani Fay at the Chicago and|hoke with slapstick perdominating. | off, with Joe Jackson on. It is some 
the bill and holding the stage for 62| —] Brendel at the Oriental. Where] With a sense of comedy they had no|time since Joe has played here, but 
minutes at the Saturday supper|the Palace, with Mitzi, draws the| trouble knocking the audience for aj he still can give the rest of then 
show, with the audience still asking | edge though is the juve angle. row. Lee. |cards and spades. Playing to an 
for more. The Russ m.c. has a good That the little Green girl can en- - — }opening house in whieh the per- 
lineup, with the band filling more | tertain the adults as well is also im- formers were in the majority he 
than half the time and going over in} portant. At least the equation | ORPHEU had them giggling from his en- 
a big comedy way. The octet is a pointed to the answer when busi- oe 7 trance. Working strictly in panto, 
nice-looking bunch, with one lat ese the first show Saturday didn’ Denve newest 20 it took him five minutes to even go 
who is a natural as a comedian and | wun very far behind same period the Karl Kaye and musicians play |near the bike, and his act told 
setting his share of the laughs. | weg k previous With Kate Smith Broadway Hits of ‘3: for overt < ra b 
fwo of the others oe worked aff for Anl that was plenty. Whether by | nq som. oe ora \ The ] ns Ballet on 1 a 
comedy bits, both to good effect.) coincidence or good judgment the | ™ n — , nie sethinh bed te pater 
Apollon seems more willing than], 5) averaged up nicely, blending | Pers announced by electric flasherj|at the Michigan not long oO 
ty 6g Et ge'y a od —- much better than could ordinarily | set in the 40th story of a model of this line, but the repea doesn't 
eee eee tua cise: tiemae (Oe CROCen \the Empire State building, a part|™atter. Number well done, with 
dancer, and Agnes and Adeline, two| ‘/",2" otherwise orderly routine dis- | setting. The overture proved popu- | | 1 ir weasae aia Win he ete 
trim girls, interpolate specialties, pelled the juvenile atmosphere that/ lar, This orchestra is hitting its)" Se. wee We URES te Brine 
" S ee ine F prevailed throughout the rest of the} stride and is going to be popular. | 0” Miss Gaskins. She last played 
mut Apollon could get out there with Apel Hi: Mies tarone eitninated | Gane " : ‘River Mel here in ‘Here Goes the Bride’ 
the boys and hold pretty nearly the | SOW. Had Miss Lyons eliminated | George Bent played ‘River Melo- | orkin By pts» ts Spee iat 
same time without a kick from the those few — es er dies’ for his organ solo and ine she wee 7c ry oes, & oe 
front her position in the two spot would words were superimposed over river a ; med to : ck that somet ling 

: ; ; oe |have been a good deal more forti- | scenes on the screen, jthat put her over so well in legit. 

Show gets off nicely vith Pipifax | fied. Why a clever performer who | Emile Boreo headlined the RKO Dancing particularly well and sing- 
and his clowning, most of which is} oa) put over a song as good as] vande unit. and went over in. creat | '™& nicely, she didn’t hurt the show, 
far from new, but is put over nicely, | anyone, with a really nice quality | shape In’ order to get closer to|@!though failing to heip it much, 
and Gerald Griffin, the Irish tenor) i, "jer voice and top it with some| the audience a small platform ‘was | She might have benefited having an 
with the London accent, is sent on | neat stepping should spoil all of | built for him euk ever the foots. m.c, introduce her and earry her 
— « oS oe before the rough | that for the sake of a puny pun that/ and on this small spot he did most jalong. Making a nice appearance 
work yt ieee = a gol = = might get a giggle is something ac- of his act. All good entertainment jard be Inf very attractive, she re ally 
aaa aa dente <> acon. in ibe jtors have still to find out. With) yalue. His impersonation of a shell eee borg lesit. ce 
plause with pretended exits, and| Miss Lyons is George Snyder, @/ shocked soldier touching PR eae ge Bog On next for as 

: : es eee | conventional straight, whose part- | - ae , ee: : Sn Taw | Minutes of wh*t have you. These 
oddly enough scored strongest If! ners brightness dims his wn | Billy Wells and the Four Fays| boys do everything but dramatics 
‘Sweet Mystery of Life.’ He was in|"@'S  Drisntness aS om. gave a ‘soup to nuts’ banquet of/ with a full house they probably 
good voice and his songs went over| Chances. ; ae | entertainment and if they have any|yould be bie a <y PrODAlw 
nicely, with his chatter apparently] Phat trailer heading off Mitzi |} more it’s just as well they didn’t Prerred e — . Men r small 
reaching about a third of the dis-|Green’s stage entrance is a bit toO| use them, as the act was plenty la ir rg nc 1 of their stuff misses. 
tance to the back wall. lorg, although copiously spotted|jong Wells introduces the act fevers eo W ycoff and ¢ o. close and 

Maddox and Mack, on third, start | Wt? Scenes that show Mitzi off to) with a few songs with trick end- Bb poten i the granddad put- 
slowly, but save face with their | °° d advantage. Her last appear- | ings and is followed by two of the | Organ sol eatha es? 
brief doen at the close of the short ance in town was over @ year @£0| Fays, and they can dance. Some- *... rga i - ° wot thy in that the 
turn. It got them back to a bow.|** — ’ hicago. Since then, nO} what acrobatic. Three of them, | re a ae a a yee Paras. 
The Wan Wan San troupe of seven doubt, the child nas picked up a lot ; two femmes, and boy, in white | efte apap wae cele ste bells. Nice 
Chinese acrobats offer a satisfac-| W)at she is doing now is very| hoop skirts and trousers, do slow |, ct and novel, with Arsene Sieget 

cae : much okay. Act is so routined to} gesthetic lich es dll . oirle | at the organ. Ed Werner directed 
tory routine, doing some pyramid ae cmp i hat * .. | aesthetic number. One of the girls, the overture te 6 hand pe 
building which usually does not fig-|™#Ke® each number dovetail, with) in tights, does striking acrobatic ) ahead nantes s€€. 
ure in Chinese turns. One risley Mitzi’s personality and : delivery dance. Boxing match between Weeils re 
balance of three persons is excep- doing the rest. Material is strictly j and one of the girls introduces prize 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


(LOEW UNIT) 


Chicago, March 18. 
Another new chapter for B.&K. 


history. Turning over the Oriental 


stage to Loew units is the second 
and most decisive step the local 
Publix branch has taken. With the 


k.&M. shows planted in the other 
four deluxe houses, starting at the 
Chicago, the Loew invasion makes 
a clean sweep. First time in B.&K.’s 


15 years of operation here that its 
Stages are being produced 100% 
from the outside. 


up With. An act where the open- 
ing was better than close, 

The Two Vardels, smart acro- 
bats. For their feature one climbs 
to top of 25-foot flexible pole and | 
does a dive. A good flash, 





CHINESE, L. A. 


35) 


hood if the first, gabby, section of 
the Michons was whittled down to 
the bone, They started pyramiding 
the snickers into guffaws 
hopping onto that reliable 
ratus. Always a good 
comedy team. 


Myrna 


(Continued from Page 


appa- 
dependable 


Fortune, of elastic verte- 
chased her legs ound her 
own chin while the chin caressed 
the floor. Other demonstrations of 
like nature aroused awe and ap- 
plause. Steve Moroni did inverted 
twisting nip-ups, mittless front- 
and otherwise added to the 
tag end of one of the chorus num- 
bers. 

When the stage shov 
over, blessedly 
man, the lavish, 
Wallace Beery 
vings to ever) surprise 
evident delight. “Te gracefully and 
with smartalecking introduced 
th cast, Dorothy 


brae, 


overs, 


vy was finally 
than Grau- 
generally permits, 
came from 


sooner 


one 


and 


out 


men 


+} 


bers of 


Jordan, Neil Hiamilton, Robert 
Young, Walter Huston, and finalls 
completely king of the situation 
and wearing a green rhinestone 
cane, Mr. Jimmy Durante. Going 
but still not James —just mister 
rie a a f ) rai i t 
opportunity to engrave his pe 

iit or ! ‘ Ss t Hi 

s e oO cul e } r 

‘ tT. We onl { ‘> 
1 fe 
i n 1) nte 
ead { ‘ 

\\ ¢ Hlote 
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mr $2 the dark S 
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4 mat 
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when | 


Trend of time and genéraT condi- 


tions brought about this situation. 
When setting the F.&M. deal last 
year the uppermost factor in the 


transaction was the saving in pro- 


duction cost. That was accom- 
plished to a considerable extent. 
Loew proposition was executed 


with the same thought in mind and 
the difference amounting to a save 
ing of $1,200 a week. 


Even beside the economy, Publix 
has consummated a smart buy, if 
the initial Loew show, ‘Stepping 
High,’ is any criterion of what is 
to follow, and there is every in- 
| dication of it. Entire production 


| from that of B.&K. 
| units 


| long 


| week, 


the | 


setup of Loew's differs materially 
With the Loew 
originating at the Capitol, 
New York, that organization is by 


far better and more strategetically 


situated to buy talent. Lack of 
that particular source locally has 
been a problem with B.&K. for a 


time, Overhead on produc- 
tion, including scenery and costume 
rental, that ran as high $500 a 

salaries of producers, 


as 


artists, 





' dance directors and wardrobe peo- 
ple, all kicked back at talent money 
and the equation is obvious. 

Loew on the other hand ha been 
throwing in more money on talent 
| and iving in other departments 
for reasons apparent. Again, the 
! ialitv over quantit predominates 
in the Louis Sidney produced 
hows J evident with the cur- 
rent show and doubtless of the 
othe Oniv radical change made 
t vithdrawal of 
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THIS WEEK (March 19) 


show, whether full or split week 


Variety Biils 


NEXT WEEK (March 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (26) 
Australian Waites 

Bobby Gillette 
Bobby May 
Henry Bergmaa 
Frank Swanee 
Sidney Paige 
(19) 
Joe Peanuts Co 
Major Sharp & M 
Harry F'st’r Welch 
DeToregos 
Mills & Robinson 
Van Horn & Inez 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (26) 
3 Bredwins 














RKO | 


























NEW YORK CITY! ig Bros & C 
Palace (26) | St ey Lester & D 
Ra Dancers } Ber Lyon 
Web & Flelds | Ge 1s Carpentier 
Paul Whiteman ‘Meeenace 
Jay < pI ye -_ 
(Four to fill) Ist half (26-29) 
(19) Hal Sherman 
Glad Rags Olsen Orch 
Buster Shaver Co (Two to fill) 
Jay C Flippen 2d haif (30-1) 
Paul Whiteman Or | Willie Solar 
Nell Kelly Dorothy Stone 
Weber & Fields Hill & Hoffman 
Russ Columbo Hon Mr Wu | 
Al Trahan 2d half (23-25) 
Jay C Flippen Muriel Kaye Co | 
z Chester Bob Bob & Bobbie 
2d half (23-25 Abbott & Robey 
Bon Air Tx Dave Harris 
Olive May | Bons: Pincus 
Wayburn's Co Mills Bros 
DRUM DOINGS 
Delineated by 
JACK POWELL 
Dir.s LEDDY & SMITH 
Wheeler & Davis Madison 
Oscar Lorraine ist half (26-29) 
Cora La Redd Or Pat Henning 
Coliseum Hill & Hoffman 
Ist half (26-29) Nina Olivette Co 
Southern Gaiecties 2d half (36-1) 
; Joe Kelso Co June Carr 
Irene Ricli Co .. | Willit-West & McG 
Ben."Biie Co +¥ AAT t0- a 
Za tawlfe: (2021) ‘eo. t 23+ 25) 
Mildred &+Maurite May > f* .* 
Cole “Bros s¢ ‘Al Nerkias 
Lamb Bellit Co Larry. Rich Co 
Buster Shaver AKRON 
Charley Chase Palace 
sep Corelli 3 Ist half (26-29) 
2d half (23-25) 4 Ortons 
is Torres Co Peter Higgins 
Lita Wales Bob Hope Co 
Harry Delmar’s Rv 2a half (30-1) 
86th St. Nelson's Elephants 
Ist half (2 wae) Galli-Rini & Sis 


Hite Rennie & 
Princess Wahl he 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar Rev 
2d half (30-1) 
Art Humby & D 
Frank DeVoe 
‘Slim’ Timblina 


s 


Buster West 
Rae Samuels 
2d half (2: 
Danny White Co 
Mills Kirk & M 
Hilton & Garon 
Kay Kayser 
ALBANY 


Co 


-25) 





Olson Orch 
(One to fill) 


Palace 
ist halt (26- 29) 








Phone COlu 





CHARLES ¥. YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


300king with Loew, F. & M., Warner, 
Publix, eee Talkies, Productions, 
uite 701 


1619 Reaatamen New York 


mbus 5-0032 














24 half (23-26) 
7 American Buds 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Billy Maple Orch 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
Palermo’ s — 


KF ha 

ist half (26- 29) 
The Bracellos 
Sunshine Sammy 
4 Golden Blondes 
(One to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
Roxy Ens 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar Rev 

2a half (23-25) 
Bert Nagle Co 
Wally Vernon 
N Y Yankees 
Leon Janney 
Eddie Leonard Co 
Hippodrome (26) 
Moran & Wiser 
Henry J Kelly Co 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Tarzan 
Cariton & Ballew 
Honey Fam 
Eddie Garr 

(19) 

Little Pipifax 
yerald Griffin 
Wan Wan San Tr 
Wilson Bros 


Nell O'Day & A 6 
Carol & Stuart 
Bert Walton 
2d half (30-1) 
Morton Downey 
Tony Wons 
Jacques Renard 
2d half (23-25) 
Southern Gaieties 
Millard & Marlin 
Gloria Foy 
Joe Browning 


ATLANTA 
Keith’s (26) 
Jack Henley 3 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs’ Orch 
(19) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (26) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Johnny Perkins 
9 


) 
Mw tc’lf & F 
Co 


DewW' lf 
LePaul 
Jack Beavais 
Hal Sherman 
Carol & Stuart 














“WHITE. FLASHES” 


Loew Picture House Tour 
Placed by 











LEDDY & SMITH 
Dave ‘Apollon Co BU FFALO 
Maddox & Mack Hippodrome (26) 
“ BROOKLYN Meyers Lubow & R 
Albee (26) Jordan & Woc 
. “ d F: : oods 
Bert oe Co Allen & H a 
9 Ai ‘4 oover 
Arnie Judy & Zeke! yaurice Colleano 
Raiter Raiston ae > aia 
ate Harris s Co Joe Wena Loretta 
(19) . . . 
Paul Yocean Co wh Henry Co 
. , rini co 
Chevalier Bros y 
Edd Hanley Co CEDAR RAPIDS 
Charley Chase ceith’s 
Lucky Melinda Co Ist halt (26-29) 
Flushing Harrington §S s 
Ist half (26-29) Coscia & Verdi 
Art H’mby & DS Lido Ladies 
Al Abb ’ CHICAGO 
Puck & White Palace (26) 
Rovg Ens Rita Royce Co 
Za half (20-1) Fran Ri ardgon 
Southern Ga es Olsen & Johnson 
Caits EB I (19) 
Dancing Divorcee 3 Aces & a Queen 
Gus Van Lyons & Snyder 
(One to f ’ Mitzi Green 
2d half (23-25) Britt Wood 
Lois Mosconi Co Gracelia & Th'dore 
’ 








CINCINNATI 
j Albee (26) 
Klutin Animals 
Ann Gre senway 
Medley & Dupree 
Dorothy; Mackaill 
Richy Craig Jr 
(19) 
EM ons 
rank Rich 


ster 


Ss 


irds 
Fredericks 
arry & W hitledge 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd’y 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 
Aces & Queen 
Lyons & Snyder 
Mitzi Green 
Britt Wood 
Gracella & Th'dore 
(19) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Jordan & Woods 


4 
i on 
> 
B 


* 


Allen & Hoover 
Rae Samue Is 

Bob Hope Ce Oo 

105th St. (26) 

Wilson Kepple & B 
Bob LaSalle 
| Baby Rose Marie 
| Morris & Campbell 
| (19) 

Bill Robinson Co 


ae 


DALLAS 
Keith’s (26) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz 
Ledova 


& MB 


18) 

Robins’'n & DeWitt 

Clyde Hager 

Ferry Corwey 

Pop Cameron 

DAVENPORT 
Keith's 

ist half (26-29) 

Hibbitt & Hartman 

Dodge 4 


! 





Earl Lindsay Rev 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (26) 

{ Casting Stars 

>: Melson 

Teck Murdock 

Lee Lee Lee & 
(19) 

& Rochelle 

Ray Huling 

Eddie Nelson 

Roval Uyenos 
Orpheum (26) 

Duke Ellington Bad 

(19) 
Duke Ellington Bd 


MADISON 
Keith's 
ist haif (16-19) 
Marie DeComa 
Roy & Romero 
2d half (30-1) 
Harrington Sis 
Coscia & Verdi 
Lido Ladies 
24 half (23 
Erlen Sis 
Joe Termint 
In Wrong 
Simms & Bailey 
MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (26) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 
Hilton & Garron 
Chester Fredericks 
Geo E Stone 
(19) 
& Luttman 
Harris 
Nick Lucas 
Devito & Denny 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (26) ™ 
Rosette & Luttman 
Bud ae 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & 


nas 


Co 


Deno 


25) 


Rosette 
Bud 


“BATTLIN’ DE BLUES” 


For LEDDY & SMITH 











2a “halt (23-25) 
LaSalle & Mack 
Marie DeComa 
Lewis Mack 
Benny Ross 

DENVER 
Keith's (26) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 

(19) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
DES MOINES 
Keith's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Ada Brown 
Toto 
2d half (30-1) 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Dodge Sis 
2d half (23-25) 
Harrington Sis 
Coscia & Verdi 
Lido Ladies 
cTROIT 

Downtown 
Ist half (26-29) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Gaston Palmer 
2d half (30-1) 
Geo McKay Co 
Marie DeComa 
2d half (23-25) 
Bernard & Henry 
Howe Leonard & K 
FORT WAYNE 


Keith’s 
1st half (26- 29) 





Bob Ripa 


NASHVILLE 
Keith’s (26) 
Oddie McWinters 

Seed & Austin 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
(19) 
Jean Carr Co 
Raymond Baird 
Fisher & Gilmore 
H'rb’rt G'ldine & V 
NEWARK 
Keith’s (26) 
Kitayamas 
Delivery Boys 
Sully & Houghton 
Tifi--D’ Orsay 
Rhea & Santora 
(19) 


James Evans Co 
Roy Smeck 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
Chas King 
A Humby & D Sis 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (26) 
Farl Lindsay Rev 
Sid Marion 
Bertolino 
Lya & WwW ry 


(19) 

Jack Hedley 3 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 

OAKLAND 

Keith’s (26) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Friedland's Co 


(19) 
4 Casting Stars 








RYAN and NOBLETTE 


“DID YOU SEE MY PANTIES?” 








Hutchins & Smith 
Danny White Co 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
Zelda Bros 
Donovan Girls & B 
Geo McKay Co 
Boyle & Della 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (26) 
H'rb’rt G'ldine & V 
Gresham & Blake 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Mary Ann Jackson 
Iew Pollock Co 


Arthur Ward 
Donovan Girls & B 
Bob LaSalle 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Geo McKay Co 
Winnie & Dolly 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (26) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emil Boreo 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
(19) 
4 Covans 
Chas Carrer 
Jack McLallen 
Trene Vermillion 
LINCOLN 
Stuart (26) 
jenny Ross 
Ebony Follies 
(19) 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Lewis & Ames 





Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (26) 
Yoki Japs 
5 Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
(19) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emil Boreo 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Raymond Wilbert 
Waburn's Rev 
Jack Pepper 
Joe Jackson 
24a half 
Lois Torres 
Maxine Lewis Co 
Mary Brian 
Ken Murray 
2d half (23-25) 
Ralaccordion 6 
Warren & Inman 
Bobby May 
Geo Andree 
Singing Sam 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keith’s (26) 
Rose's Midgets 
(19) 
Slim Timblin 
Hunter & Percival 
Harry Savoy Co 
PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith's (26) 


30-1) 


Lee 


ia Move 





Dir. 


JEROME MANN 


“He's a clever comedian and imitator.’’ 
Archie Bell. 
Bernard Burke—Curtis-Allen Office 


Cleveland ‘‘News."’ 





LITTLE ROCK 
Pulaski (26) 





Robins'n & DeWitt 
Clyde Hager 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 

(19) 
Lva & Wolf 
Bertolino 
Sid Marion 

ee oe 


et 


Vernon T 
Edith Row 

Pr Rockwell 

Electric 3 

(19) 

Ma neenn Gir 
Fred 

Adelaide 

|} Howard 


' Hilton 


ithburn 


Is 
Keating 

Wa uv 
Tine & H 


Siamese 2 


~ 


Madeline Patrice 


Victor Oliver 

Nan Halperin 

Cass Mack & Owen 
1 


(19) 
Benny Meroff Orch 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (19) 
3 Bredwins 
Madeline Patrice 
Harry J Conley 
Pearce & Velie 
TACOMA 
Keith's (26) 
3 Orantos 
Masters & Grayce 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewelry 
(19) 
Vernon Rathburn 








CHRISTENSEN BROS. 





(19) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
SAN FRANCTSCO 
Orpheum (26) 
Howard Thurston 
19) 
Howard Thurston 
Golden Gate (26) 
Bob Stickney 


44ND CO. 
“‘Peers of the Danee’’ 

Dir.—Reger E. Murrel Agency 
Harry J Conley Edith Bow 
Pearce & Velie Dr Rockwell 

(19) Electric 3 
Morton : Downey TORONTO 
Tony Wons Hippodrome (26) 
Jacques Renard Or a gesagt 
SALT LAKE CITy | Harris 2 & Loretta 

Plaza (26) Joe Wong 

Van Cello & Mary| Art Henry Co 
Billy Farrell Co Trini Co 
Yorke & Johnson Milig Kirk & M 
Chas Ahearn (19) 


Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 
TRENTON 
Keith's 

Ist half (26-29) 
DeW' lf M’tc'lf & F 
Major Sharp & M 
Cardini 
Harrison & Elmo 








HARRY 
From Nowhere Headed Somewhere 
For LEDDY & SMITH 


SAVOY 





M: aker & 
Singer's 


Redford 
Midgets 


(19) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Friedland’s Co 
SCHENECTADY 

Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
Williams & Rogers 
Don Galvin 


Gobén Coe * 


Aap te D 


T 

Jackson & Gardner 
O'Day & Atkins 6 
Bert Waltor 

2d half (23-25) 
Tack Lavier Co 
Frank Swanee 
Irene Rich Co 
Sidney Paige Co 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (26) 
Ch’ppelle & Carlt’n 
Krugel & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Hilton Siamese 3 

(19) 

3 Orantos 
Masters & Grayce 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewelry 


Keith’s (26) 
3 Lordens 
Healy & Cross 


W_Ac. G&.Ahern 


6 Franklins 
2a half (30-1) 
Williams & Cryor 
Ray Shannon Co 
Raymond Wilbert 
Russian Revels 
2a half (23-25) 
Van Lane & V 
Al Abbott 
Sully & Hovghton 
Welch & Hills 
Johnny Tyrel 
: TROY 
fst fia MEP ye , 
Jack Bavier Co 
Sunshiné Girls * 
Joe Browning 
Whiteside A & B 
2a half (30-1) 
Williams & Rogers 
Don Galvin 
Sammy Cohen 
Yong Kam Tr 
2a half (23-25) 
Fiochi Tr 
Jones & Wilson 
Joe Herbert Co 
Adler & Bradford 
WASHINGTON 
Keith’s (26) 
Homer Romaine 
Brooks & Wynne 
Hunter & Percival 
Jack Whiting Co 
Weist & Stanton 
(19) 
Roger Ball Co 
Harrison & Elmo 
DeaPacs & Ca.. 


- 








This Week: 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1360 Broadway 

Nick Adams; 4 Breadwins 





Picture 


Theatres 


Rosita Duncan 
York & King 
} (19) 

Renoff Renova & B 
Don Santos & E 








NEW 
Paramount (18) 
‘Three's a Crowd’ 
Fred Allen 
Tamara Geva 
Wini Shaw 
Thos McLaughliia 
Helen Ault 
Josephine Roberts 
Wally Coyle 
Portland Hoffa 


Melissa Mason 


YORK CITY 


Climas 
Gypsy Markoff 
Sergie Abagofft 
Carmencita 
Paul Draper 
Eduardo Brite 
Rubinoft 
DETROIT 
Fisher (18) 
‘All Star Rev’ 
Pauline Gaskins 


Betty de Pascue Travers & Gray 
Amy Revere Audrey Wyckoff 
Charles Lane Joe Jackson 
‘Dancers in Dark’ Evans epeee? 
Roxy (18) ‘Broken 
Fred Waring Orch PHIL ADE L ‘PHIA 
Stuart & Churchill Fay’s (18) 
Patricia Bowman ‘H’ly’d on Parade’ 
Johnny Davies ‘Sally of Subway’ 
Evalyn Nair PROVIDENCE 
Cornell & Liman Fay’s (18) 
3 Voices Rev d'Art 
‘Hotel Continental’ Florie 
BROOKLYN R’ss’l & Armstr’ng 
Paramount (18) Northlane & Ward 
Yacopi Tr Case Bros & M 





‘Police Court’ 





Bingham & O'’n Co 
(Two to fill) 
Valencia (25) 

Jean Harlow 

N T 

Ivan Triesault 

Mary Miles 

Olive Sibley 

Maria Ritz 
ASTORIA 


Triboro 
Ist half (26-29) 
Monroe & Ad’s Sis 


Ed Lambert Co 
Stanley Twins Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 

Barons 
Mills & Robinson 
Will Aubrey 
Bryant-R'ns-Y’ 
(One to fill) 

BALTIMORE 

Century (26) 
Stoopnagle & Bd 
(To fill) 

BOSTON 

Orpheum (26) 
3 Kitaros 
Calvert-Irving, H’'d 
Besser & Balfour 
Emily V Toesen Co 


Co 


Gricutal ie (28) 


Wm Fe Mandel a 


Pasquali Bros 
Coles-Daks & Pa 
Cook & Brown 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (26) 
Candreva Bros 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Terrell & Fawcette 
MONTREAL. 
Loew's (26) 
Barte & Arden 
Bradna’s Circus 
NEWARK 
State (26) 
Rubio Sis 
P & M Garvin 
Vox & Walters 
Ross & Edwards 
Vanessi Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (26) 
4 Flash Devils 
Ia Vernes 
Paul Keast 
George Kiddon 
Gene Dupont 
3 White Flashes 
(One to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (26) 
Bob Murphy Co 
hnny: Hyman 
& : H Samuels - 
Dave Tannen 








Wm. Diamond, 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Plunkett Office 





Louise F azenda 
Al Wohlman 
Darlene Walders 
Mulroy-McN’ & R 
Wynne Wayne 
Hector Co 
Berinoff & Charl't 
CLEVELAND 
State (26) 
Bert Frohman 
6 Galenos 
Dugan & Hadley 
Maureene Rio 
COLUMBUS 
Ohie (26) 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Freddv Bernard 
“Rita” Ve Tand™ 
Paul Little 
Benny Johnson 
Frankie Finn 
DETROIT 
Michigan (26) 
Burns & Kissen 


SYRACUSE 
State (26) 
Minnevitch Bd 
Mae Wynn 4 
Maxime & Bobby 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (26) 
3 Gobs 
O'Hanlon & Z'buni 
Jack Reid 
Clifford & 
YONKERS 
Loew’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Dave Barnum Co 
Freda & Palace 
Bryant-R'ns-Y’ 
Ciwo t6 fly” 
2nd half (30-1) 
3 Sunshine Girls 
Vera Gordon Co 
Sid White 
Rich’s Shadows 
(One to fill) 


Marion 











SOUTH REND 
Keith’ 


- 
ist half (26-28) 
Erlen Sis 
Joe Termini 
In Wrong 
Simms & Balley 
SPR’'GF’LD, MASS. 
Keith's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Jean Carr Co 
Arthur Ward 
Lewis Mack 
8T. LOUIS 
Keith’s (25) 
Jack Randall Co 
Raymond Baird 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Violet Carleson 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 


(18) 
Kluting’s Antmals 
Ann Greenway 
Rita Royce Co 
Richy Craig Jr 
George E Store 

ST. PAU, 
Keith's (26) 
Gloria Lee & H 2 


Eddie Garr 
Edwards Co 
YONKERS 
Proctor’s 

2a half (23-25) 
Togs & Cherry B 
The Foursome 
T Roy Barnes Co 
Buddy 
Frank Dobson Co 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0. 
: Keith’s 

Ist half (26-29) 
Nelson’s Elephants 
fallil-Rinl & Sis 
Buster West Co 
Rae Samuels 

2a half (30-1) 
4 Ortons 
Peter Higgins 
Bob Hope Co 

2d half (23-25) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Fred Sanborne 
Maurice Colleano 











Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (25) 
Joe Cook & Co 
Harrison & Fisher 
(To fill) 
Boulevard 
Ist half (26-29) 


Duthers & Wood 
Happy Spitzer & P’ 


BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (26-29) 
Crowell & Allen 
M A Skelly 
Irving Edwards 
D & E Barstow 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-1) 





ROBINSON & DeWITT 
Now on RKO Intact 





tilbert & Silver. 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Henry's Dogs 
J Shevlin Co 
Bill Telaak Co 
ID & E Barstow 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum 


1st half (26-29) 
Street Singer 
Art Frank Co 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Irving Edwards 
G D'Ormonde Ce 
Freda & Palace 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (25) 
Don Barclay 
4 Carlton Bros 
Oscar Rogian 
Bob Pitkin 
Marguerite & Gill 
Raymond O'Brien 
State (26) 
Thomas § 
Anne Seymour Co 
Gus Fdwards Co 
(One to fill) 


” 





Ea Blum & Sis 
Dave Barnum Co 
Iubin-Larry & A’ 
De Toregos 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
ist half (26-29) 
Vera Gordon Co 
Dave Vine 
Rich’s Shadows 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (39-1) 
Monroe & Ad's Sis 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Dance Aristocrats 
(Two to fill) 
Metropolitan (26) 
Coleby & Murry Rv 
Donia & White 
Buck & Bubbles 
W Osborn Orch 
Pitkin 
Ist half (26-29) 
Ed Blum & Sis 
D Wahl Co 
G D’Ormonde 
Jim Toney Co 
Dillon & Parker Co 
2nd half (20-1) 
Ray & Griffen 
Street Singer 


Co 





WARNER 





~ 


Co_ 


Remos’ Midgets 
Geo Beatty 
WATERBURY 
Strand (19) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Mildred Parisette 
Edwards & Sanf'rd 
2 Daveys 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Burt & Lee 
Brenck’s Indians 
WHEELING 
Capitel (26) 


Cherry Bloss'm & J 
Talent & Merit 
(Two to fill) 

19) 


Baker Dove & A 





ee 


Hurst & Vogt 

Redmond & Ww ellg 

Vogues of 19 
WILMINGTON 
Queens (26) 

King & Burnett 

Levan & Boles 

Renoff Renova &R 

19 


Nat ‘Chick’ 
Eddie White 
Hardeen 
YORK 
Strand (26) 
Marty & Nancy 
Greene & Forte 
Dress Rehearsal 


Hainc ; 





(19) 
Talent & Merit 
Mel Klee 
Dance Aristocrats 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Academy 
Ist half (26-29) 
"Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathbura 
Woodland Rev 
Torney Ens 
Audubon 
2nd half (30-1) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland Rev 





Torney Ens 


Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
FT. WORTH 
Worth 
2nd half (30-1) 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Pau! Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 


2nd half (25-2 
‘Chicago Fair-est’ I 








Do 
You 
Need 


Tailor made song 





GAGS? 
DANCE ROUTINE? 
SPECIAL SONGS? 


Consult HARRY PUCK 


rial written especially to your style 


Room 1014, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. 
Phone BRyant 9-5746 


and dance mate- 











= 


LYN 

(26) 
‘la Plane’ : ee 
Les Gellis a 
Brancel & Pals 
Chiquita 
‘Skeéter & Ray 
Nell. Fernandez 
Lucinda &. Ricardo 
P Edutirdo ».& -Debf"to 
‘Austin: Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
ATLANTA 
Fox (26) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & S I.a Monte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
BILLINGS 
Fox (29) 
‘Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Tabor & Greene 
Chief Clearsky 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox Poli (26) 





‘Montmartre’ I 


) Bayes 

Nadine 

Rus Canine Actors 

Beth Lewis 

Carlyle Bennett 

Tuicitie & La Verne 

16° W'd’s Falir-esta 
~ HARTFORD. 
‘ Capital (26) 
araso T 

gel lor & Frayne’ 

Willie Mauss 

Mignone 

Boyce Combe 

Charles Barnes 

Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (24) 

‘Impressions’ I 

Natcha Nattova 

4 Flushers 

Paul Sydell Co 

Joe Rose 

Sunkist Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (26) 

‘Greetings’ I 

Del Chain 

Lamberti 

JI & H Griffith 

Buster & Brown 


& Speck 








FOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Lip Rouge Sticks (All Shades)—$.75 





CHESTER 
Stanley 

2d half (23-25) 
Hoffm'n & Lamb’rt 
Tiny Spira 
Jack Usher Co 
Jones & Rea 
Ebony Scandals 
ELIZABETH 


Zz 
2a half (30-1) 
Russian Revels 


Frank Radcliffe 
Porcelain Romance 
(Two to fill) 

(19) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Cariton & Bellew 
Stanley 2 Co 
Stuart & Lash 
Bon John Girls 

NEW LONDON 


Garde (26) 
Reynolds & White 








JACK SIDNEY 
HEADLINED 


In F. & M. “Manhattan Idea” 
Dir., CARGILL and DOBSON 





Ferdie’s Cadets 
(Four to fill) 
2a half (27-29) 
Johnny Pastine 
Connie & Ben 
Agnes Ayres Co 
Donia & White 
ELMIRA 
Keeney's (19) 
Charnoff Steppers 
Buss & Mack 
Greene & Forte 
Dress Rehearsal 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 
Ist half (26-29) 
Ferdie’s Cadets 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (30-1) 
Levan & Watson 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Carl Francis Co 
Ben Blue Co 
JAMAICA 
Alden 
24 half (30-1) 
Will Oakland 
Talent & Merit 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Agemos 
| Seo P Wilson 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Wally Vernon 
LANCASTER 
Capitol (26) 
Jones & Rea 
(To fill) 


(19) 
3 Kirfkillos 





(Three to fill) 
(19) 
Murray & Allen 
F X Bushman 
Burt & Lee 
Brenck’s Indi Rd 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (26) 
Johnny Pastine 
Don Santos & B 
Rose’s Midgets 
(Three to fill) 
(19) 
4 Spiders & a Fly 
Hunter & Percival 
Irene Giersdort 
Slim Timblin 
T’dore Enrico & N 
Harry Savoy Co 
Mastbaum (26) 
Collins & Peterson 
Falls Reading & B 
Yacopi Tr 
Daphne Pollard 
(19) 


3 Rio Bros 
York & King 
Milton Berle 
Evelvn Wilson 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 
Talent & Merit 
Benny Rubin 
Lorraine Manners 
Jack Haley 
(18) 
Cherry Bloss’'m & J 
Sammy Cohen 
Daphne Pollard 
READING 
Astor (26) 








D wn. 
JAMES 


IKE ROSE’ 


S MIDGETS 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


DIAMOND 


r., 
PLUNKETT OFFICE 





Cole Bros 
Geo Niblo Co 
M & A Clark Orch 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (26) 
Parker Weinberg 
Abbott & Robey 
(Two to fill) 
NEW HAVEN 
Sherman (26) 
Joe Besser Co 





Marty & Nancy 

Nat ‘Chick’ Haines 

Eddie White 

Dress Rehearsal 
#19) 


J Francis Dooley 
Phyliss Rae & 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 
Monroe & Grant 
Gloria Lee & 8 





= 





Ann Codee 
Roy Rogers 
Duval Sis 
Julian & Marjorle 
David Robel 
Henry Phillips 
B deValery Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (26) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (25) 
‘Limehouse Nights’ 
V & E Stanton 
Wing-Wah Tr 
Armando & Lita 
Don Carroll 
Int Rev 
Sunkist Ens 
Paradise (25) 
‘Around World’ I 
Con'ta Montenegro 
H & F Usher 
Al Nord & J’ 
Ted Morrissey Co 
Phyliss DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 
Tivoli (25) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
Paul Mall 





Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ballet 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (23) 
‘Exotique’ I 
P & N Ghezzi 
Foley & Leture 
Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (26) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thompsoa 
Pallenberg'’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurel & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (26) 
‘Once Upon Time’ 
Raye, Ellis & LaF’ 
Keith Wilbur 
Blossom Sis 
Franklin Record 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (26) 
‘Reflections’ I 
A Robins 
Marietta 
Grauman, 
Don Neece 


H's &V 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED | 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCKE 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 








— 





Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (25) 
‘Cherry Blossoms’ I 
Frank Gaby 
Eno Tr 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
DALLAS 
Palace (26) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Caligary Bros 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (26) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weiss 3 


\ (Continued 








Sunkist Beauties 
Olga Chalmers B't 
MOBILE 
Saenger (26) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 

Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
Harry Van Fossen 
3 Page Boys 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
NEWARK 
Branford (26) 
‘Nursery Rhymes 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtle’s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Rarbarina & Pal 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (26) 
‘Co-Eds’ 
Busse & Case 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Griffith & Westor 
Robbins 3 


on page 63) 
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Diary of 


By Claud 


a Stooge 


e Binyon 





Minneapolis— Wednesday. 

I was looking over this diary that 
1 started back home in Joliet a few 
weeks ago before I was a stooge 
and it reads like a writer wrote it. 
That’s the way it goes—I didn't 
know I could be either a writer or 
a stooge and all at once I am 
sensation. My shirts and under-| 
wear have quit smelling like coffee | 
and sweet pickles and nobody 
would ever know I worked in a 
grocery store. 

We keep working hard in the act 








and I am getting muscles in my 
legs from trying to dance. I can 
eee where the act could be fixed 


up a lot, but I don’t want to hurt 
Moe Bowery’s feelings. All he 
would have to do is let me say 
more funny things and really play 
my banjo instead of having a to- 
mato thrown at me after three 
chords. 

Jf I had my way Scaramouche 
would be fired because he isn’t so 
funny, only funny looking, and he 
tries to kill me when we fight on 
the stage. 3esides I notice he gets 
fresh with Quantrelli when we drag 
her into the fight and he should 
realize she is a sweet girl. 


She still doesn’t talk to me on 
account of how she saw me with 
Helen of the Yellow Heads band 
and I guess, she is jealous. You 


ous. 


Helen taught me oy more of 


‘Good Night ‘Sweeth and told 
me. ‘if; I. , kept, piearnin fast oret Vv 
il won! é td ty a 





Ve. ON vias 

Sis el Deel 
pa oleae AEs 
- “Minne ' 

inneanojis—Er ‘riday. 

I ‘am‘ so mad I could kill Séara- 
mouche and maybe I will. He is 
a crazy lunatic and when he hit me 
on the eyebrow he did it so terrible 
part of my eyebrow slipped loose. 
It is covered with plaster and it 
hurts awful. I didn’t write any- 
thing last night, I was so mad. 

Quantrelli and I weren't doing 
anything in her room, just sitting 
and necking when Scaramouche 
bust in. He looked like a mad man 
with his awful hair sticking up all 
over and if he hadn’t hit me first 
I might have knocked him cold and 
done the world a favor. 

It wouldn’t have happenéd only 
I was so lonely for Tillie and hadn't 
got a letter from her in a couple of 
days. I was standing around list- 
ening to the Yellow Heads play 
after our act and Quantrelli sneaked 
up behind me and whispered, ‘I am 
mad at you.’ 

It was such a surprise to me, 
her talking after she hadn’t said a 
word so long, that I just looked at 
her. Then she put her face close 
to me and I looked at it and before 
I knew what happened I kissed her. 
It must have been the music be- 
cause I am a man who can control 
himself. 

She was all dressed ready to go 
to the hotel and so was I, so we 
walked out together. My heart was 
pounding pretty hard and I was 
afraid to talk because I hadn't 
kisse anybody since I left Tillie in 
Peoria. 

Quantrelli looked swell with her 
shape and black hair and big eyes 
and she held my arm tight while 
we walked. Finally she asked me 
why did I make her mad by being 
with that Helen girl from the Yel- 
low Heads and I said it was noth- 
ing, I just was taking banjo les- 


s0ns because Helen was a banjo 
player like me. 
“Don’t you like me? Quantrelli 


asked me, and I said sure I liked 
her but she was Scaramouche’s gir! 


and he is the nuttiest stooge I 
ever heard of. Quantrelli laughed 
pretty and said Scaramouche had 


as much chance with her as if he 
were dead. She squeezed my arm 
when she said it and I knew I 
was about to do something wrong 
and felt guilty about Tillie. 

When we got to the hotel I pre- 
tended like I was going in my room 
and Quantrelli didn't let go of my 
arm and all at once we were in her 
room. She took off her hat and coat 
and I sat in a chair. When she sat 
in my lap I wasn't surprised but 
when she kissed me I was. It made 


locked the door and looked at m: 
self in the mirror. 

I almost died when I saw my 
eyebrow half off. I got scared and 
phoned Moe Bowery’s room and he 
came, I told him I had hit my eye 
| brow against a corner of the wall 
in the hall, and Mr. Bowery looked 


ting there. Quantrelli screamed and 
Scaramouche ran out of the room. 

Quantrelli told me to run to my 
room before somebody came and | 
did, but my knees were so wobbly 
I almost fell down and the blood 
was running down my face. Scara- 
mouche wasn’t in our room so 1] 


like he didn’t believe me but phoned 
for the doctor. 

While we were waiting for the doc- 
tor Mr. Bowery told me if it were on 
account of a woman I was crazy, 
but I said no it was the wall. When 
the doctor came he put some burny 
stuff on my eyebrow and plastered 
it down and it hurt fierce. I asked 
him if my eyebrow was going to 
dropped off and he said he thought 
it would grow back but there would 
be a little scar. 

Mr. Bowery paid the 


doctor and 


they both left. I sat on the bed, 
just sitting, and got madder and 
madder at Scaramouche. I tried 


to write in my diary and that made 
me madder, so I went to bed and 
when I woke up in the morning 
Scramouche . hadn’t. come in ail 
night. 

Today Bowery told Scardmouche 
to take it easy with me when we 
all” wer Scaramouche j 


e ne“ wass 
aie Bor ope hk: 


«f SYED PE aS : “Or 
act. PEW iS “ wheh, Quagirehit|* 
shniied,’ ae oe Sacreanieee Sirinped [ 
‘her - extra’: hard’ and “she ~ almost” 
knocked’ her teeth out. 

Moe Bowery got mad because the 
people weren't clapping much and 
he said he never saw such a lousy 
bunch of stooges in his life. He 
bawled Scaramouche out for al- 
most killing Quantrelli but Scara- 
mouche held his head down and 
didn’t say anything. It was the same 
way every show today and my eye- 
brow feels like its dying. 

Quantrelli is laying in bed look- 
ing at me while I write and I would 
murder him if he didn’t have such 
an_awful look. I. am afraid to go 
to bed. 

This is a fine life! I wish I was 
back in Peoria, 

















New Orleans No Sell 
Spots Taken in Raids 


New Orleans, March 21. 

Prohibition agents swooped down 
upon Club Forest and Suburban 
Gardens, this city’s leading night 
clubs, Saturday evening, breaking 
bottles, arresting many and taking 
hundreds of names. It looks like 
many will have to come through 
with the fine of $100 for possession. 

First time the two clubs have 
witnessed such wholesale raiding 
and business will be walloped for 
a long time to come as a conse- 
quence. 

Neither of the clubs has ever 
sold liquor, but both may be cited 
for furnishing set-ups to those with 
their own stuff. 





Con Man Earns $90 


Chicago, March 21. 

How a small town accordion 
player, with ambitions to go on 
the stage, was swindled out of $90 
by a stranger who promised the 
musician a long vaudeville tour, was 
told to police by Frank Bush, the 
victim. 

Bush had been playing in a radio 
station at Decatur, Ill, when the 
stranger describing himself as Mr. 
Graham, ran into him with glorified 
tales of success. The followup sys- 
tem followed and young Bush forked 
over $90, supposedly as railroad fare. 
That’s all the phoney’ vaude 
;promoter wanted to know. He 
scrammed quickly. 


Dr. Thorek Medalled 


Chicago, March 21. 











| are. aoe ee stug with their 
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GOLF WIDOWER 


Musician Said Wife Preferred Links 
to Home 





Pittsburgh, March 21. 
George Curry, viola player with 
the Stanley stage band, was granted 
a divorce here last week from his 





golf-playing wife, Margaret R. 
Curry, at one time Pittsburgh 
women’s municipal champion. Mrs. 
Curry, also a musician, formerly 
conducted the orchestra at the 
Hotel Henry here. 

Curry said in his testimony, in 
which he charged desertion, that he 
was a golf-widower and that his} 
wife preferred the game to house- |} 


| 


hold duties. The Currys were mar- | 


ried in September, 1923, and sepa- | 
rated in November, 1929. They 
have no children. 


a A TE 


Beer Flats and Paint 


Joints L. A.’s Tentative 
Feeler for Loose Lid 


Los Angeles, March 21. 
With lots of talk about L. A. 


opening up for the Olympic Games, 


there has been an influx of 
this town which has 
been as dry as the Sa- 
But the 


garden variety of flats with noth- 


new 
speaks in 
otherwise 
hara. they're common 
ing to indicate that the ’legger has 
any investment other than'the f 
quarts of grog he carries on hand. 

Several restaurants in Hollywood 





a yee fa " 


‘wige™ open’ isthess™ ist" ort thes 
‘wSquaré“and. the “liguid. “stock” Tay. 
have to be dumped any moment in 
case of a raid. For that reason 
the liquor is always kept in the 
kitchen sink so it can be dmuped 
on a moment’s notice. 

Hard liquor is selling at most of 
the paint and varnish joints for 
50 cents per drink. Beer, hopless 
and hopeless, is four bits a bottle 
with the needle thrown in. Mex- 
ico only a few hours away would 
indcate that real beer could be had 
here but only home brew and local 
anesthetic are for sale. 

3efore making any real invest- 
mente..in_ speaks, the local ‘legging 
fraternity are going to make sure 
that they can operate without too 
much interference. None are any 
too optimistic -bout business dur- 
ing the Olympic games, 

They figure most of the tourists 
who come here for the tendon 
strain will want to see more of 
the coast than L. A. In that case 
it’s a cinch they’ll visit Caliente 
and Tia Juana. 


Pitchmen Find Hollywood 
Cinch for Keister Slum 


Hollywood, March 21. 


Hollywood is sudenly playing host 
to a flock of sidewalk salesmen do- 
ing a high and low pitch on every- 
thing that can be sold from a 
keister. Downtown has had them all 
over for the past few months. 

Best take is by two astrologers 
who have been doing good busi- 
ness ever since Gene Dennis closed 
at Warners Hollywood. 

Both work with women and are 
selling their astrological charts with 
one question answered for two bits. 
Business is brisk in the afternoons, 
women making up about 75% of 
their trade. Most of the men who 
fall for the two-bit touch ask the 
same question: ‘When will I get a 
job?’ 








Quick Flashes 


Fountain pens, razor sharpeners, 
neckties and other carnival slum 
are getting flashes in the doorways 
of empty stores. 

One medicine man who has been 
working Main street for years is 
figuring on coming to Hollywood 
with a snake oil pitch. He'll rent a 
store for a two-week filer and if it 
clicks he leaves Main street for 
good. 

Fast workers say the business is 








me dizzy. 
I put My arms around her with 
my eyes closed, I felt so happy, and | 


when I opened my eyes Scara- | 
mouche was standing in the door. 
It 


was such a shock to me I just 
there, and Quantrelli jumped 


at 
Sat 


up and yelled something at Scara- | 


moue he 
her 


in Italian, He just pushed 


me in the eyebrow while I was sit- 


away and jumped at me and hit | 


In recognition of 25 years of ser- 
| vice and benevolence to Chicago} 
Italians, Dr. Max Thorek, head of 
the American hospital, has been 
|honored by King Victor Emanuel 


lil. He has been made a Chevalier | 
of the Crown of Italy. 
Dr. Thorek Is best known to show 


business for his efforts in behalf 
of performers and his many years 
jaid to the NVA. 


| 
| 


| four 


good in Hollywood, particularly the 
two astrologers who say they are 
averaging close to $75 daily. 

Pitches are being made near the 
dime stores on the boulevard 
as best locations for the small fast 
| touch, 

Hollywood business men are talk- 
ing of doing something about the 
sidewalk pests, but have formulated 
no plans for their removal, 


M. P. T. 0. A. Mob Sing of Capital's 
No-Headache Hooch, Cheap Taxis 


+ 












ANOTHER BROWN SUIT 


During the 
December, 


Mae Curtiss Spencer. 
months of November and 


1931, Spencer charges that Brown 
took his wife to New York and 
other cities. 





Penny Cards and Hot 
Coffee Cited in Beth 
Young’s Separation Suit 


Yonkers, Y., March 21. 
; Elizabeth Young, who is 
Be Young of radio, will get $100 
weekly. -and» Goussel: -fees . af $2,590 


N. 


























Ji yT8iOTr Bme yur in; 
“Brooklyn. « ; Plains’ -Supreme, 
Court had fixed payment at $150 


per week with fees of $3,500, but 
reduction was made on appeal. 

Young has announced he will not 
oppose the decree. Mrs. Young 
charges extreme cruelty, alleging 
her husband poured the steaming 
contents of a coffee pot down her 
back and restricted her to the usc 
of penny post cards in her cor- 
respondence. 





High Pitch, Low Gross, 
In L. A. Vacant Lots 


Los Angeles, March 21, 

Wholesale razing of pioneer hotels 
and other antiquated. structures 
near the civic center, has resulted 
in autopark cut-rating in the sec- 
tion. As fast as wrecking barri- 
cades come down the new open 
spaces go into parking. Bidding for 
biz at 15 cents a car has forced ex- 
isting parks down from the two-bits 
they’ve collected for the last three 
years, 

Pitchmen from other streets are 
setting up along the new parks, and 
drawing unprecedented crowds, The 
mobs don’t mean a thing though, 
being 75% unemployed attracted 
from the agencies in the vicinity. 

A war vet doing an escape act 
from chains and ropes gathered a 
crowd of 200 on the lot across from 
the new State Building, then talked 
an hour before he got $1.45 in his 
hat, 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 
Women Only’ by J. J. Markey and 
‘Black Moon’ by Clements Ripley. 
Latter is running in a magazine 
and former will be published next 
month, 


Col’s Murder Series 

Three murder mystery 
based on unsolved real cases, 
bought for Columbia for filming. 
By Foulton Oursler, written under 
pen name of Anthony Abbot. Nor- 
man Krasna assigned to treatment 
as first job under his new contract. 
Blake McVeigh, N. Y. p.a., coming 


a 
stories, 








here for special publicity on the 
puzzlers. 
Co! Tests Fliers 
Screen tests being made of Frank 
Hawks, Jimmy Doolittle, Roscoe 
Turner and other air aces to find 
a lead for a series of Mexican air 
patrol stories at Columbia. Fig- 
ured as a replacer for one of its 
western series. 
U's British Writers 
John Balderstone, English writer | 
recently with Metro and now ir 
New York, is returning under Uni- | 
versal gontract. He is the fourth} 
British playwright engaged by U in | 
the past month. Others are R, C.] 
Sheriff, Benn Levy and Ray mond | ion 
Massey. 


4 Aglivery, : 
Mey 





» Mareh,21, 
are proba- 


Washington, D. C. 
Liquor and taxicabs 


Upstate Armucoment Man Named in| bly cheaper and more abundant 
Alienation Action nage than in any other town of the 
ae |size in the U. S. For 20 cents a 
Syracuse. March 21. |party of five can ride five miles 
Badly entangled in litigation nets | or 10, so long as they don't let the 
set by his wife and his ex-wife, to; driver clip over the city limits 
sav nothing yr of a receivership and For $2 50 what Wash. bootlegg ers 
suits } brought by film companies for} call Washington's best rye can be 
the fulfillment of contracts, Julian | obtained in the pint bottle. 
S. Browr, ertswhile lessee of the | Washington, though as wet as 
Dewitt theatre and owner of the |any Broadway side street does most 
Cafe Dewitt, Svracuse’s only night | of its business in the old fashion 
iclub, is now .n on a $100,000 love | early prohibition manner. The co-ed 
balm action land mixed party kind of drinking 
Plaintiff is Perry J. Spencer, of|is confined strictly to the home, 
Akron, O., who charges that Brown, whether it be in apartment or hotel 
at one time rated a millionaire, | room. Speak drinking is strictly for 
purloined the affections of his wife, | the men. 


What Men! 

Typical bootleggers in Washing- 
ton are a different brand from the 
regular breed. They look like young 
college graduates and they won't 
deliver unless an old friend is pres- 
ent. They insist upon a formal in- 
troduction with the friend not just 
writing a note, but personally wit 
nessing the handshake. 

After the introduction the legger 
reaches into his coat for the bottles, 

To prove that he stands by his 
stuff the legger reaches for a drink 
out of the just deposited’ delivery. 
It’s an invariable part of Washing- 
ton drinking for the legger to take 
first drink of his own stuff om 


-- 
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saree — : 
Same Old Kiek 


however, which registers in due 


time. After a couple of shots the 
effect is equal to Times Square 
goods. 


Washington’s hooch doesn’t leave 
the head so characteristic of New 
York the next morning. Regular 
Washingtonians swear by the stuff 
and prove part of their belief with 
clear eyes in the morning. 

The difference in northern and 
mid-southern liquor was quite 
manifest at the exhibitor conven 
tion last week. New Yorkers, heare 
ing ~ that ~"Washington...stuff was 
strictly the nerts and not so easy 
to get, fortified themselves with im- 
portations, Those were the boys 
who went into the meeting hadal 
with next morning sensations, 


As for the cab drivers, none of 
the boys is crying the blues. To the 
out-of-towner the driver, after a 


half hour’s jaunt, just looks ape 
pealingly. No stranger ever thinks 
of letting the driver go without a 
fair tip. Even natives ignore the 
20-cent city limit meter law and 
make it up with  reasonadle 
gratuity. 





Miss Reeve Own Counsel 
In Long Delayed Suit 


Long delayed suit of Birdie Reeve, 
the mental marvel who appeared in 
vaudeville, versus the L. C. Smith 
and Corona Typewriter Co., Ine, 
was up for hearing in Mineola, L. 
I., yesterday (Monday). Miss Reeve 
acted as her own attorney. 

Case has been pending since 1923, 
at which time the late David Stein- 
hardt, who committed suicide, was 
counsel. Miss Reeve was then @ 
minor and her father, Thomas L. 


Reeve was coupled in the come 
plaint. 

Miss Reeve seeks damages 
amounting to $4,500, alleging a 


breach of contract. The agreement 
with the typewriter firm provided 
that the girl use a Corona in her 
stage appearances, when she typed 
at a speed of more than 200 words 
per minute, using but two fingers 
of each hand. It is alleged that the 
defendant through various means 
impaired Miss Reeve'’s stage stand- 
ing. 





'Mexican Papers Protest 


Prison Is a Holiday 


Mexico City, March 17. 





Stage and screen, radio in the cells 


of the well behaved, Turkish baths, 
gynasium and other nice things are 
accommodations in the local peni- 
tentiary arousing the ire of the local 
prints, 

Newspapers think that such sere 
vices in the home for bad men 

ould be eliminated in the incverest 


of chatisement and economy. 


There’s a corner drugstore kick, » 


ekoederatieieistninies teceerctir 
. ; 


Pat erence 
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News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


the Metropolitan troupe across thc 
river. Most of the music lover: 
prefer the N. Y. perfermances. 





stirred up with the announcement! 
that Maria Guerrero and Fernand: 
Diaz de Mendoza were in the Span- 


Yorker. 








East 





Fed agents who raid and rui 
niteries have a new gag. Wi : 
they clean out a speak the food i 





Wm. R. Edrington, backer of Ear! 
in 
Lia - 
ilities 9. 22,840, and assets of $312,- 
Bulk of liabilities are notes for 


‘arroll, files voluntary 


petition 
ankruptcy in Ft. 


Worth, Tex. 
t89. 


‘arroll venture. 


—_—— 





tn 1926 and later explained that thes 


ef the originals. 

James J. Corbett ‘seriously but 
not critically ill,, according to Mrs 
Corbett. 


_— 





able to raise a guarantee to bring 


Tempest in a very small teapot 


ish rep troupe coming to the New 
Denied that they were the 
same who were at the Metropolitan 


are daughter-in-law and oldest son 


died as a result of the smash. Ver- 
+} dict lies against two survivors. 





Peppy de Albrew, night club en- 
tertainer, asking $200,000 from James 
H. McGee, broker. Claimed the lat- 
ter smashed him on the chin at a 
party and he has been unable to sing 
since. 





Gloria Fay, dancer, obtained a di- 
vorce from Chas. Schwartz, vio- 
linist, in Bridgeport, Conn. Eloped 
in 1926. 





Capt. Chas. Drummond, retired 
British army officer, collaborating 
with Fay Pulsifer on ‘Biack Ven- 
geance,’ a play of Africa, 








—— == 


four years. Keith declared he knew 
nothing of debis. 

Miss Clayton's attorney moved to 
attach Keith’s salary. 


Mid-West 


After an alarm button in the 
cashier's cage failed to work, a 
patient gunman got away with $409 
from the Lido theatre, Chicago, 
Girl cashier tried to stall the thug 
off but it didn’t work. 











Grace Nelson, pianist, who sued 
for $25,000 damages as result of aa 
auto crash, was awarded $18,000 by 
a jury. She claimed permanent in. 
jury to her jeft hand. 





Defendant 
the pantry is turned over to th Shuberts have sublease€ Harris Mrs. Adelaide Stallings, of Harri- Louis Spinelli, B’way cabaret was a Chicago rug company. 
police for the poor. theatre to Napoli Film Co. Will|son, N. Y., wife of George V. Stal- | owner, held by police in connection — 

ypen Easter Sunday with Italian] lings, a cartoon animator, suing for| With murder of Louis De Maria last Aubrey Ogden, wrestler, was sen. 
Idle musicians to stage five sym- picts. 7 a separation in White Plains. month. tenced to life imprisonment on a 
phonic concerts at the Metropolitan, ~~ charging cruelty and intoxication murder charge in Kansas. 


New York. on Tuesdays, startinz 
April 5. Opera artists have volun- 
teered as soloists. Proceeds to the 
relief fund, 





Senate passes bill barring musi- 
cians from entry as artists unless 
they really qualify as such. Had 
already passe? the House and has 





Lyda Roberti being asked ques- 
tions by immigration officials. 

Reported Metropolitan opera may 
go to Radio City after all. Based on 
popularity of operatic radio broad- 
casts. 








Gets $90 a week and counsel fees 
pending a hearing March 80. 





Charles Hopkins says that the 
Guinan play on Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson is on the work bench, but 
that the script has not yet been 
written, so production is not immi- 
nent. 








Group of former employees and 
contributors, headed by Fred L. Ro- 
gan, former president, purchased 
‘Judge,’ the comic weekly, at the 
sale in foreclosure and will continue 
publication. Jack Shuttleworth, the 
old editor, remains as one of the 
new Co. 








Symphony, Chi, kicked in $40 to q 
bandit who did it all by himself. 

Just been discovered that the Chi- 
cago Art Institute muffed on an 
original Corot painting worth $100. - 
000. After hanging around for 87 
years, the institute sold the canvass 








been signed by the President. Villi Milli back in ‘Vanities’ Arturo Toscanini coming from /for $500, thinking it a phoney. 
: chorus after time out for illness. abroad just to conduct one concert 
Musicians surprised that George —_—_ Cables from Earl Carroll an- in New York for unemployed musi- A $20,000 Guarnerius fiddle was 
Anthell obtains a Guggenheim fe!- Gerhart Hauptman and Eugene | nounce he is in negotiation to bring cians, stolen from Nathan Milstein. con- 
lowship. His outstanding composi- O'Neill at Guild dinner Tuesday, but crrent ‘Folies Bergere’ to N. Y. sa os A : cert violinist with the Chicago Svm- 
tion is a concerto with washboilers, | they didn’t speak. O'Neill knows no|from Paris for a summer run pa Take My Tip at the 48th St.| phony orchestra. 
penny whistles and similar contrap- | German and Hauptman does not Theatre, N. ¥. April 11. 


tions. 





Mrs. Anne Varley Youmans se- 
cures a separation from the com- | 
poser on a suit started in December, 





speak English. 





Vincent Hathaway has written a 
drama on the Lindbergh kidnapping 


jand will try to have it produced. 








Milton Silver, formerly of Thi- 
versal, has joined Van Beuren Corp. 
as director of publicity. 





Laurel theatre, Long Beach, L., T., 











‘Pluma en el Viento,’ first play to 
be given by Spanish troupe, open- 
ing at the New Yorker April 2. 





Leo Lazerevich, St. Louis night 
club operator, was given 12 years in 
the penitentiary after being found 
guilty of manslaughter in connec- 
tion with the shooting of Sam Shep- 











. é , ‘Experience Unnecessary’ gets ajard, his colored manager ‘ a he 
929. ; 50 weekly. You- acer : . x ; 
one bata Koad yi agro 4 toe his Fred G. Latham, back from three expected to open in May. return Broadway booking at the é met: 
two children, four-year-old twins, | Ye%rs in Hollywood, to work for National, Saturday (26). Block booking suit of William @ or i 
from their 11th to their 18th years. Chas. Dillingham. Philadelphia Jack O'Brien to es- _——- ; Yougclaus, Lincoln, Nebr., exhibie ; strir 
ines tablish a new gym in Queens. Dan Jarrett back in ‘Riddle Mej/tor, comes up for trial before Fed- z cl 
Allan Carlisle, Harvard undergrad- Richard Malaby has turned his This.’ Ill a time. eral Judge Munger April 18. - abe 
uate. home for the Xmas holidays, | 8°0T¢ for ‘Warrior's Husband’ into| Robt. Allen, of ‘A Few Wild Oats,’ F ¢ one 
met Romaine Fielding, employed in|# 4ance number for general publica- | nit the stage via the screen. Given| _ Edward Goodman, back from Hol-| Gretchen Peterson, vaude and 4 fh 
a ‘Broadway dance palace. They tion. training by Warners following his lywood, to produce here. night club singer, is back home in % o 


went to Port Chester, where they 





Boris ThomashefskKy has leased 





work in a Dartmouth college play. 





‘Blessed Event’ 





Omaha with news from the east 





i i 4 Announced Aus- | she’s quitting show business to take 
eg le Bae gi license, ‘an the Lyric theatre, Brooklyn, for a Bert Lytell has bought a play trian rights sold to Hugelmann &/|the wedding route. Ad 
five-year term. based on incidents of the Greeley| Thoma of Vienna. oe es 
Seat “Githert  tiecy comedy, polar expedition. Nothing definite ac Kearns’ domestic troubles 


which has been running around 

















for a lark. 





Estate of late Minnie Maddern 
Fiske goes to her husband. Given 
‘over $10,000.’ Will made in October 
of last year. 





Constance Flowerton Fock told 
the Supreme Court the Dutch or- 
chestra leader had offered to obtain 
a divorce from his new wife and re- 
wed. His counsel countered with a 
letter from her in which she asked 
to be taken back. Attroneys given 
three weeks in which to file briefs. 
Mrs. Fock seeks to annul divorce 





obtained abroad by her husband and 


Authorities issue warning against 
bogus $5, $10 and $100 notes. 























Jos. Dunninger, magician, gave an 
expose of mediumistic tricks at the 
police line-up last Thursday. In- 
terested the cops and got Dunninger 
plenty of publicity. 


Will of late John Philip Sousa 
probated in Mineola last 
Estate ‘over $20,000’ goes to his 
widow and their children, who are 
named executors. 





of the estate, the remaining third 
going to the widow. 





Ezra Winter looking for a studio 


week. 


There are three 
children who will share two-thirds 


as to production yet. 























Pola Negri may be in ‘The New 
Colony’ if the Shuberts decide to 
produce the Pirandello play. 


Peter Arno has a revue in mind 
for the summer. 


Three gunmen held up the audi- 
tor's office of the Century hotel, 46th 


with the payroll of $1,045. Over- 
— a cash box containing $1,- 








street, Friday (18) and got away 


Hale Francisco is arranging to 
stage his own comedy, ‘Whiskey 


Two years of litigation over the 




















Ethel Clayton, divorced wife of 
Ian Keith, attached latter's salary 
after a performance of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
in Frisco. Actress says that he 
owes her $4,827 as money borrowed 
in the last four years. 


William B. Davidson, = actor, 
granted a divorce from his wife on 
grounds of incompatability. 








Victor McLaglen sued for $90,000 
by Leopold McLaglen, film heavy 
and older brother of Vic. Leopold 
alleges his brother made slanderous 
remarks about him, thus injuring 
his film career. 





are temporarily over. That much 








England, the figures show, is the 
most completely wired country of 
them all, 4,100 of its 4,850 houses 
now having sound facilities. Ger- 
many has only 2,000 of its 5,200 the- 
atres wired, which puts it on a per- 
centage par with France, that 
country having 1,200 of its 3,250 
theatres set for sound bookings. 

In Latin America, Brazil with 185 
of its 1,600 houses wired; Argentina 
with sound in 402 of its 1,608 the- 
atres, and Mexico and Cuba with 
slightly over 400 of around 1,000 
houses serviced, are about the only 
worthwhile spots for dialog. In 22 


sbstitute one of her own. Says she | in which he may paint the world’s | Blanc.’ Alice Polk, actress, will file a sec-| other countries coming under this 
seeks vindication rather than ali-|largest mural for Rockefeller ond complaint against Robert) jurisdiction of the globe there is 
mony. Center. Drama Study Club luncheon last} Nicholson, local engineer, for $50,- 





Maria Gambarelll (Gamby) form- 
ing a troupe for Paris to sail next 
month. 








Dorothy Sands of Grand Street] New York after his concert tour.| The former light heavyweight champ) Flynn, who charges non-support of | has eight times as many houses set 

Follies and Neighborhood Play-| Will give his final concert Easter| has demanded a bill of particulars.| their child. for sound. Australia is credited 

house, to offer a monolog, ‘Styles| Sunday and then go to Rome. Suit in Astoria court. with having 825 of 1,500 theatres 
“in Acting,’ at the Booth - Mrs. Dorothy Burke, former wife | wired. ; 
Dorothy Knapp all washed up in Talking pictures urged for the|of Johnny Burke, stage comic, Siam and the Fiji Islands yet s 

Coliseum, Tampa, Fla., being con-| her ‘Fioretta’ suits. Case against|classroom at the eighth annual|freed of drunk driving charges -_ ear eaEe salor hi 

; ; : . aoe ; have to experience dialog, althoug 

verted into a picture studio for; Carroll and Mrs. Penfield already | junior high school conference held| when A. J. “Roy, her companion, together they have 48 theatres 

Beecroft productions. First produc- lhad been quashed. Last week] at N. Y. University last week. alleged that he had been driving. A + ~ lie cy! 9 ‘ 4 the- 

tions will be grand operas. charges of conspiracy against a . 9 eng ence. eee Seen . 





Brookfield, Conn., Playhouse to 








Mary Nolan 
Hearst newspapers. 








number of Carroll employes were 
similarly dropped, judge ruling that 





telling all in the 


John McCormack, tenor, back in 


Friday was enlivened by Dr. 
vich and Heywood Broun, 





Clara Fiedner suing Paul Berlen- 








Siro- 


bach for $59,000 breach of promise. 


Pola Negri collapsed in her apart- 
ment in the Ambassador, N. Y., last 


000. She asserts Nicholson attempt- 
ed to attack her. 





Emmett J. Flynn, director, arrest- 
ed on a complaint filed by Mrs. G. 








Rudy Vallee has 
home on Beverly Blvd. 


purchased a 





not one possessing over 100 equip- 
ments and five without even a sin- 
gle sound theatre. 

In the Far East, Australia with 
only 100 fewer theatres than Japan, 


atres than China, although the war 
center, until the Japanese blasts, 


~<a Wi ann property left by the late Kay Lau-j|fought-for divorce action has been P 
= A sa a Ai gata is to be called Heywood Broun is planning sum-| Tell settled. It is to go to her son,|settled by Judge Daniel Trude, who are 
Tr : Suits in $692,821 damages were| mer production of ‘Pie in the Sky,’| Joseph K. Boyle, living in England.|gave the fight promoter the award. sho 
brought against William Fox, per-|another revue to help the unem-| Amount claimed at nearly $90,000. All Kearns has to do now is kick in licit 
Last week a jury in a Long Island} sonally, by Louis and Morris Golde, ployed actors. a something like $12,000. pre 
es tage eel ga ge eng stockholders in Fox Greater Thea- ne Sally Starr, Franc Hale, Billy is ] 
May DONC ark, Fg S, >itres. They affirm that they were Eicht I lor Quinn cast for ‘Angels Don’t Kiss.’ j 
in Flushing. Miss Clark, — other | induced to hold their current shares momen Fn gone bgp ste hy wae a alee Wirin Ji | “i } 
members of the ‘lchoes of Broad={and buy more when William Fox|eral dist. atty, to get them their| Frances Marion, film writer, seri- § sumps yp 
Dew, stranded in a wae’ then od assured them that the government| pay. All they got was $3 advance| ously ill in Hollywood. Overwork Let 
emore, an employee o © +4ar-lhad given an okay to the merger! and the promise of $20 a week blamed for a breakdown. ‘ gov 
nischfeger Sales Corp, of Milwau-| with Loew's. Fox has entered a . . eck, (Continued from page 17) mit 
itt'te My. ion inn ia seun owet general denial. First real wooden money hits Federal authorities refuse to ar- | 8cra'ched 79 off its active list of the f 
obtaining authorit of his company vr B’way and $2 gets $3. Issued by a| rest Arthur Tracy radio’s ‘Street | year before. ‘Th 
in Rethinheen the am eirusk & ‘tree Am. Arbitration Ass’n awards! western bank during process of| Singer,’ on Mann Act violation Europe’s Gain Tops bas 
and Miss Clark “sustained injuries members .of -O0, -W. Wee's ‘Strange | liquidation “and worth more than} charges’ brought--by Morris Wein- Increase in’ new theatres places 
which held her in a hospital for | ™terlude’ cast $440 for extra per-| actual coin to collectors. Printed| feld who named his wife in con-/| furope at the top. There were 862 
several months and which probably | f°Tmances. on ans veneer intended for berry| junction with the allegation. such developments during ’31, the 
will require her to use crutches for crates. grand total for that year being 239,- 
the remainder of her life. A ver- egy | to hold a special mesGng 316, while for '30 it was 28,454. 
dict was found against the company. | March 28 at Astor hotel to fill va Flower show at Grand Central Co st 
cant council posts. No general| palace makes a new hish. Drew a In ratio, however, the Far East is ( 
Barrie revivals at the Playhouse election until next year. 200,000 visitors during the week. Sous ge ayer (+ — bs 
Sent eee een Gas oe mn S| seaste Yenner, former burley Mrs. Henry Halstead granted ®| atres in ’30 it closed ’31 with 4,926 on 
their money back, but no explana- chorus etet, held in investiontion of Joe Cook may go into a London | giyvorce from Henry Halstead, band |. 'an ; 3 - a 925, 
eee reaaenene A eo pre- ina diel an tise’ beshead Geases production this summer, Not cer-|jeader, on charges of desertion. She Pet mer heee hs 642. . . , 
bs = Sor eae Fenner, last week, but no evidence ain, will have custody of thelr three-| | aS jt gas a ante he ~ 
E -old daughter. ; ° . 
Pa Deen geen the wah ol ws ene found, Stratford-upon-Avon p layers your d & 30 total of 4,954 to 5,435 at the close ai; 
he is about to present. Play has| Eddie Dowling in another auto Sor Snctana oo Senne bo bane og Ernst Lubitsch, Jr., son of the yt cam Se a eens sl 
gouthern locale, crash, This time at Southern Pines, “ ‘ ““*-| director, arrested for speeding on en the Near Mast was active in or 
N.C. Not serious. ; Sunset Blvd. exhibition, its 31 total of 85 being he 
Crosby Gaige sued for $3,737 by George Gershwin planning a trip 11 more than the previous year. a 
, ’ § , a to Europe. y 
Thos. Mitchell for services in pro- Thi | sare ag of —— Me Mrs. Irene Edwards, ae . vgn ow ae to the 7: on 
ducing ‘Little Accident.’ 8," nishing two plays. One, wife of the film comic, at the Holly- {| "as not moved either way in the ne 
‘Calico Wedding,’ was done with Rh ee Benage ene + ig alliage one. wood hospital recovering from in-| past two years, the total of its 
Viola Elizabeth Gillette of the so- Sheridan Gibney. The other is berts and will go it alone for what fluenza. houses remaining at 1,100. = 
cial register, on her way to Holly-| ‘Away,’ in which Maude Adams remains of the season England Best Wired 
wood and the screen. Took a test | helped. . 








open June 1 for 10 weeks’ season. | she had received all she was en-| Friday (18) and ordered to take a had 40 of 233 theatres equipped. — 

titled to under contract. rest. Break caused by strain of six Paul Lukas fined $100 for speed- Palestine with 25 houses has si* 

First ronnd goes to 42d St. Prop- weeks of personal appearances./ing on Ventura Blvd. Was doing|times as much sound as Persia. 

erty Owners’ Association when a li- Mabel Boll nicked for $250 con-| Canceled Brooklyn Paramount date.|70 in a 45-mile zone. Actor also] Latter country possesses 33 box- 

cense is refused a projected Oriental| tempt of court by city magistrate. deprived of driving for 60 days] offices Multiplication here is sim- 
dance show. Hoped to get the street | Judge Schimmel told her to pay a a Aaa ; 


when he failed to produce a driver's 
license, 


Ralph J. Maurielio, yaude acro- 
bat, awarded $35,000 by a Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., jury for injuries which 
incapacitated him from following 


; . > ts avi alker 
hack to its former plane. ple, Persia having only one t 
place. 


Considering 


furrier’s bill and she did not do so. 
Ou. the $250 and still has to pay 
the bill, when they locate her. 


company loses applica- 





Pullman 


Ethel Clayton had her ex-hubby, its theatre populs- 

















tion to I, C. C. to charge extra _—_—— his profession, He was sitting in|Ian Keith, up in court last week | tion, Iraq is the leading dialog coun- ‘ 
where two occupy same berth. Im- Brooklyn opera committee worries|an auto which was crashed by an-j| seeking return of $4,827 she claims] try in the Near East, three of a ) 
portant to touring theatrical troupes. ! about performances next year. Un-]Jother,. One member of other car‘to have loaned him during the past | seven houses having gone electric. 


— 
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INSURANCE CO’S TRAIL 
NEW RESTAURANT HOAX 


Albany, March 21, 
New rackets are as common as 
the discovery of stills in Georgia. 
One of the latest to crop up is the 
metal-in-the-restaurant food gag, 
against which chambers of com- 





merce in various parts of the coun- 
been sending 
Pro- 
eedure is this: A well-dressed man 
establishment 


service and 


try recently have 


warning notices to members. 


enters an eating 


where there is taole 
orders liberally. After dining, he 
calls the waiter and infoes he has 
swallowed something metallic in the 
food. He believes it wise to inform 
the restaurant, in case. 

The following day he phones re- 
questing the name of the restaurant 
physician. He approaches the lat- 
ter for an X-ray. The  plate- 
pictures show a ten-penny nail, ap- 
parently lodged in the interior of 
the patient. Then comes a demand 
for damages or notice of a suit. 

Until recently, insurance com- 
panies covering the restaurants with 
a public-liability policy have settled 
without question. The game was 
worked so often that they became 
suspicious and are now trying to 
discover whether the nail-thing is 
a hoax and whether the piece of 
metal actually is inside the subject 
or is suspended behind him on a 


string. 
Chamber of Commerce notices 
brand the “victim” as a racketeer, 


who has mulcted restaurateurs out 


of hundreds of dollars. 





Addington as P. A. 
In Minor Ball Clubs 


Professional baseball promoters 
are taking a leaf from the book of 
show business in the matter of pub- 
licity. The latest to be appointed a 
press agent for the diamond game 
is L. H. Addington, named director 
of publicity for the National Asso- 


ciation of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, which functions as the 
gzoverning organization for the 


minor loops. 

Addington was on 
‘The Sporting News,’ 
baseball weekly. 


the staff of 
St. Louis 





Dress Case Settled 


Chicago, March 21. 


Case of Nicholas Agneta, New 
York agent, against Gene Sheldon 
and Sherry Frayne, who are now 
on a Fanchon & Marco route, was 
settled out of court here last week. 
Agent wanted $140 from Miss 
Frayne, on the claim that he had 
signatured a voucher for her when 
she purchased a gown in New York 
on the installment idea, and that 
he had been forced to pay that 
amount when she left town. 

Agneta accepted a $100 
settlement. 


cash 





Coast Syndicate Talks 
Of Racetrack Near L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Local syndicate, with picture men 
included, has been so heated by info 
that the Tanforan track near San 
Francisco topped all domestic 
merry-go-rounds in profit last year, 
they are readying a proposition to 
provide Southern California with a 
plug park somewhere east of Pasa- 
dena. 

Spot chosen is convenient to in- 
terurban and steam transportation 
and betting would be the same as 
at the northern track where the op- 
tion system prevails, similar to the 
modus operandi at the Florida dog 
tracks. Promoters figure that a 40- 
day season, combined with the 40 
days at Tanforan would make it 
worthwhile for big Eastern stables 
to ship star hayburners westward. 








GINGER ALE BARONS 


Chicago, March 21. 
With the beer and booze racket 
concededly shot in town the wet 
syndicate is now going in for ginger 
ale manufacturing and selling. 
Practically all and 
spots in town using that 
ticular brand of mixer. 


MARRIAGES 


Henry Hathaway, scenarist, to 
Blanche Gonzales, non-pro, at 
Yuma, Ariz. 

Marriage of Mrs. Helen Cla- 
flin Perry, 20-year-old divorcee and 
showgirl in the 1930 ‘Scandals,’ to 
Arvard L. Walker, Jr., Winchester, 
Mass., business man, in that town, 
was revealed last week. 

Roszika Dolly to Irving Netcher, 
by Mayor Walker, New York, 
March 16. 

Joan Bennett to Gene Markey, 
Hollywood, March 16. 

Petty Bronson to Ludwig Laure- 
haus, Santa Barbara, Cal., March 
16. Groom is a non-pro of Ashe- 
ville, N. C. 

Lora Baxter to William Rose 
Bennett, New York, March 15. The 
marriage will not interrupt Mrs. 
Bennett’s professional engagement 
in ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 

Bonnie Glass to F. William Zelcer, 
Atlantic City, March 15. Miss Glass, 
formerly a dancer, was once the 
wife of Ben Ali Haggin. Groom is 
not a professional. 

Elizabeth Rivers Cainoss’ to 
George J. Craig, New York, March 
17. Bride, formerly in pictures, is 
the divorced wife of Percy K. Hud- 
son, 

Ann Dvorak to Leslie 
Yuma, Ariz., March 17, 

Wayne King to Dorothy Janis in 
Highland Park, Ill, March 19. 
Groom is leader of band at Aragon 
Ballroom, Chicago; bride was for- 
merly in pictures. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Davidson, 
daughter, at the Lying-in Hospital, 
Chicago, March 12. Father has been 
orchestra leader for RKO in Chi- 
cago and Columbus. 


cafes night 


par- 


are 





Fenton, 





FULLER NAILS WALLACE 
AFTER P. F. IN FIFTH 


By JACK PULASKI 





'M Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 





It was a bye week at the Garden 
in regards to pro boxing shows. 
Naturally, those who like class with 
their fights didn’t turn up so the big 
arena exhibited wide open spaces. 


THE TYPEWRITER IW SsTILL 
GIVING IN! 








A Boomerang 





There was excitement attendant the| A well known actress married her 


fair, At that time Billy tagged town she became hysterical 


Sammy, whom Humphries calls ‘lit- | and wired her ex, ‘Business awful 
| wire immediately what I should do.’ | 
' 
j 


lone 


| main event when Sammy Fuller, the | manager, — Later she divorced him | 
x * agp sts Pie il j}and married the head of a wall! 
jtough ite wop trom Boston, | paper concern, but retained her | 
| knocked out the veteran Billy Wal-| former husband in his capacity as 
lee of Cleveland in the seventh/| personal manager. | 
loans The former husband remained in | 
| : ; : |New York while she went on the/ 
| Up to the fifth the match was Just road, but business was so bad in | 
} 


tle John L,’ and Fuller slumped to a 


: ; |He telegraphed back, ‘Get your 
sitting posture, only to get up with- 


present husband to paper the house.’ 


and noticed the following sign. 


ed on the button and Fuller's knees Automobiles washed, $i1—Austins 


agg e Tr Ww annoyed | . : 
| Sager d. He merely ; as yed | sunked, 50¢c. 

and again flayed Billy with his 

strong stumpy little arms. The fin- cae 


ish came suddenly and surprisingly, 
Wallace going flat on the canvas 


A Columnist’s Vacation 





from a right to the chin. He man- | Ra riveree ag - sittie solo vaca- 
A pPtege ; tion last week by sending my wife 

aged to arise, but toppled again and |_ i ans. idle ms P ; 

the referee carried him to the cor- | *"' "tan a; Soe ae See 

ner. From some parts of ringside a = ourning Becomes Elec- 

the haymaker was not visible—rea- | SF 

son: two special cops sleuthing for 

smokers a a a huddle shut- For Shurr 

ting out the fighters. = - : or . 

Those smoke cops are about apd eet Ri WAS Tang _Loule 
most annoying thing at fights, and|°OUT! Sn@ Slaming him for ask- 
that they are permitted to stroll oa big salaries for his clients 
about the aisles while the bouts|=2Urr told him he only handled 


|expensive people. 


are on, is one of those Garden mys- : 
Irving then asked who handled 


teries. 


| Sirovich 


me for productions, I could only 
reply, ‘I’ve -l.id off this season for 
Louie at two grand a week, but due 
to conditions I’ve agreed to lay off 
for him next season at a $500 cut.’ 


One Way of Looking at It 
remarked that as soo! 
radio get ove 
they’re through. 


Someone 
as these 
their colds, 


crooners 





Ostermania 

Thanks Beau Broadway... Theni- 
song dedicated to practical jokers, 
‘Ribber, stay "way from my door’... 
(no relation to Morvich) 
would be a cinch to headline if 
Hammerstein’s Victoria was open 


out count and do some slamming 

himself. The knock-down was half now...Last week someone asked me 

through the .ound, but the Cleve- Price Is Right if I had been to the veo “Ww hat 

land vet couldn’t finish what he : , ro : | for,’ I asked, ‘I have a radio home 

started h Harry + we oe te te _ |...Things are so tough in some late 

’ : ass a garage 7 : : ; 
Again in the sixth Wallace land- © paeme & garage ne other ay spots they re even cutting the water 


|... Are you reading? 


| RKO Bowling Club 


The RKO publicity department is 
forming a bowling club and may) 
get the film booking division to 
build its own team for inter-organ- 
ization contests. 

If developing, it may be that va 
rious other departments in RKO 
both pictures and vaude, will line 
up bowling teams with a view to 
annual games similar to the sum- 
mer baseball league formed a couple 
of years ago. 

No officers have as yet been se- 
jlected for the publicity department 
| team, so far numbering six men, 














So far as the main event goes, it 
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proved that Fuller is a strong boy ——— 

who can take it. Whether he will | TL QAEDA Ed 
mount the fistic ladder is still a |= 

guess, while Wallace has been on = 

his way out for some time. Semi- E 

. ~_ —z 

final was a draw between Frankta }= 


Nekolny and Morrie Sherman, the 
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latter from Cleveland. The lads did- 
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Much interest this week anent the 
Billy Petrolle-Bat Battalino fight | 
|due Friday, after a postponement. | 
'The Garden came in for criticism 
because the top price of $5.74 slated 
for the original booking was boosted 
to $8.10. That followed Bat’s defeat 
of Eddie Ran last week. Manage- 
ment’s answer to queries about the 
boost was that the match would be 
a sell-out, which some say isn’t 
such a sure thing. 

There was a switch in the betting, 
too. Instead of two to one on Pe- 
trolle, the odds have been shortened 
but are expected to come back be- 
fore the bell rings Thursday (24). 
The layers were right about Fuller 
at 3 to 1, but they had that funny 
feeling in the stomach in the fifth 
round when Sammy sat down. 


There’s Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten 


‘Utterly delightful.’-—-John Mason Brown, Post 
| EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 
Eves., 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


HELEN HAYES 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


‘One of the few triple-starred, Immediately 
recommendable entertainments in tewn.’’ 
—Gilbert Gabriel, N. Y¥. American. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHIIJIP BARRY S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season’s most gratifying adventure.’’— 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribume 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 
Eves. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 














n't like the verdict and it looked | ———_|9|,1;5neRT MILLER presents" 

like Sherman had a distinct edge mye Mechest 

on Jack Curley’s import. BEST MARSHALL 
Petrolle vs. Battalino | in 
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serenity, excelle: 
to all theatres at 


Radio outlets... 
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36 St. 


H. A. LANZNER, General Manager _ 








= 
Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


A MONG guests at The Park Central 


the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 


Electric refrigeration. ...Period 


Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. | 


entral | 


THE CAT and — 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard lovelier 

music in its iife.’’—Gabriel, American. 

GLOBE THEATRE, B’way-46th St. Evgs. 8:30. 
Matinees Wednesiiay and Saturday 
Goed Bale. Seats at Box Office $! to $3.50. 


| ALEXANDER McKAIG presente 
' 
' 





ERNEST TRUEX = 
WHISTLING +e DARK 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs Carpenter 

j Directed by Frank Craven 

Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St... W. of B’y 
Ever. 8:50 Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 


nent leaders 
n endeavor. 


in every 
Stars of 





it service and proximity 
id railroads terminals. 


“WARIETY” says 
“BEST MYSTERY PLAY EN YEARS” 


ROBERT V. NEWMAN presenta 


ios for private functions.... “TRICK for TRICK” 


| with JAMES RENNTE 
"6° COHAN :°- 


SAM WH. HARRIS Presents 





Lb way & 43d. Bves. 
Ma's Wed ASat 2.40 











Single Rooms 


BOLAND "MURRAY 1 
in New York 

“FACE the MUSIC” 

A MUSICAL COMEDY REVUE 


CIRCLE 7-8000 
By Irving Berlin & Mose Hart 


NEW AMSTERDAM Theatre, W. 42d St. 
Eve i 


5:39 & Sat. 2:30. 





Wate Wed 








LOEW $ swoveesss7 


TATE gece 


encrabie Mr. Wong in “The 
atenet Man''—STREET SINGER in 
PERSON—Vera Gordern—Reoss & Ed- 
wards—Chaney & Fox—Tom & Betty 
Wonder. 
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t | O Brien, 


HIS CHIEFTAINS with 
Mildred Bailey and Red McKenzle 
RUSS oe 
AY C. FLIP 
“a JOE WEBER & LEW FIELOS 








Bet. Lex. & 34 Aves. 


BGthST, vss 


Wed. to Friday Mar. 2 
. » 23 
6 RKO ACTS dines 


US VAN 
EVA PUCK and SAM WHITE 
“THE BIG SHOT” 
| Eddie Quillan—Mary Nolan 
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Wed. to Friday Mar. 23 to 25 

| “THE BIG SHOT” 
EDDIE "QUILLAN 


MARY NOLAN 
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MARION 


DAVIES 
BWAY. in ‘POLLY of 


Ls 
fsx DON BARCLAY 
Pit Revue— Burehutr 
OF Orchestra 


Friday—TAKZAN THE APE MAN 
























CLARK 
GABLE 


the CIRCUS’ 








SEVENTH AVENUE 
AT 50th STREET 


| 
| ‘Hotel Continental”’ 


| Pec SHANNON & THEODORE VON ELZ— 

| On Stage. ‘Spring Festival, Roxyettes, Batiet 

| Corps, Patricia Bowman and Guest Stars—F RED 

| WARING directing The Roxy Theatre Orchestra 
of 60 Artists. 





Cabaliere.” with George 
Conchita Mentenege 


Friday, ‘The Gay 
Vieter MeLacion & 
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Miami Beach 


By Beachcomber 


Cold wave put a crimp into north- 
bound traffic and gave hotel heseiee 


a chance. 


Coral Gables theatre 


show each night to broadcast Amos 


and Andy 
Ray Teal wound up seasons con- 


tract for his Merry Musikers at the; League), 


Olympia in Miami. 


Bobby Jones’ father is in town} 
testifying in Columbus hotel receiv- } 
ership controversy. 

Annual yachtsmen’s ball ending 
Biscayne Bay regatta was tossed to 
Villa Venice this winter. 

Miami Beach had most people of 
any southern resort this winter, but 
nobody’s buying yachts. 

Chain Store Kresge startled na- 


tives by buying piece of Miami 
seach property in six figures. 

J. W. Martin is well ahead of the 
field in race for Governor of Florida. 
He had the job four years back. 

Elpido and Margot, rumba danc- 
ers, came over from Sans Souci, 
Havana, for one night stand at Em- 
bassy club. 

Ku Klux Klan—remember ’em?— 
staged a parade in Miami night of 
March 14, with a motorcycle escort 
leading the way. 


City employment fund got pro- 
ceeds from week's circus in Royal 
Palm park under the stars. Includ- 
ed 22 professional acts. 

Doherty’s flyer into the hotel 
game is in the red so far, at the 
Miami Biltmore hotel. Big Coral 


Gables house closed up early in 
March. 

Benefit vaudeville programs at 
two-bits are still on at the Bay- 
front park in Miami. Looks like an 


all-summer stand with one night | WMAQ. 


week shows. 

Winfield R. Sheehan, Howard 
Sheehan, J. E. Gardner and Attor- 
ney Nathan Burkan are at the 
Roney Plaza in Miami Beach after 
doing Havana, 

Irene Bordoni opened her second 
engagement at the Embassy March 
14. Chick Endor, Charlie Farrell, 
Murray Smith and Henry King’s 
orchestra remain. 

Frank Bruen’s Tropical park race 
track staggered to its seasonal 
windup Saturday, March 19, while 
the same night the Miami Beach 
Kennel club turned out the lights. 

BKight steppers, Dolby Griffith, tap 

and acrobatic dancer, and Evelyn 
Brown, specialty dancer, have been 
put on as floor show at the Pier, 
Miami Beach, Erroll Crawford as 
m, ¢c. 
Palm Beach is putting up: the 
storm shutters after the toughest 
season since Col. Bradley began to 
walk. Most of the New York shops 
faded before the first week in 
March, 

Orchids were shipped from all 
over South America by airplane to 
annual Miami Beach Garden club’s 
Tropical Flower Show, with Presi- 
dent Hoover poking a button to 
open the show. 

William DeWitt Brown, Cleveland 
organist, where he played in John 
D. Rockefeller’s Euclid Avenue 
Baptist church, Keith’s Palace and 
radio station WTAM, has moved to 
Miami because of his wife's ill 
health. 

Howard Hughes, who is wintering 
in Biscayne Bay on his yacht Hilda, 
was going to fly across the bay ona 
visit when his chartered plane 
which he was piloting sprung a leak 
in a pontoon as it was landing, and 
he got ashore just before he’d have 
had to do a little diving. 

Coral Gables’ theatre opened 
March 12 after being dark three 
years, Vernon C. Seaver and George 
J. Border having taken a lease. 
RCA sound equipment has been in- 
stalled. Seats 1,500. Shows at 6:30 
and 9 nightly, with Saturday mati- 
nee at 2, three changes a week. 

Topping the floor show at the 
swanky Beach and Tennis club, even 
stealing the thunder of Helen Mor- 
gan’s piano sitting, is Peter Von 
Bierschnider from the music halls 
of Germany. In Peter's first appear- 
ance in this country he floors them 
with imitations of Cantor, Jessel, 
Chevalier, and even the great Mor- 
gan herself. 


San Antonio 


By W. E. Keys 





Stan Switzer’s new car. 
Gyros thick as mosquitoes. 
Town is full of space chiselers. 


Auto show surprised with big 
draw. 

Town has 20ist birthday this 
month. 

Those border trips of Coates 
Gwynne. 

Jimmie Clark to Houston ‘Post’ 


for a spell. 

Jean Sarli turns out an amateur 
musical revue. 

Dime stores plugging sheet music 
via ether now. 

Mexican border towns crying bad 
business blues. 

Warner 


Bros. looking over that 
one-acter of Bill Steel's. 
Mayo Dazey knows her music. 


Same for Florence Winters. 

Muny taxes take hop amid pro- 
tests. No theatre tax talked yet. 

Bob Lee's Confederates jumps 
from here to Broadway in April, 
opening at Iceland. 

Negro troupe will do ‘Abraham's 
Bosom’ in April, marking first try 
at negro folk piece. 


Bust of Mrs. Eli Hertzberg, for 


halts its | 
! 


131 years town’s musical leader, un- 
veiled at Muny auditorium, 

White Sox and Indians 
with plenty of 
!down to daily grind at last. 
| Undertaking parlor advertising 
service of singer, harpist and pian- 
list, singly or ensemble, for funerals. 


(Texas 
rookies, 





Roy Pierce new RKO Majestic 
pilot, replacing A. S. Rittenberg, 
| who goes to Memphis. Pierce from 
Omaha. 
| Civie Music Association, dough 
tied up in a closed bank, blossoms 
forth when National Association 
comes to aid. 
P. a. shakeup finds Buddy Welker 


switching from Publix-Aztec to Ma- 
jestic, while Faye Lemon hops from 
P-Texas to Aztec. 

Classic gag in this town born 
when stage-struck chap wanted 
leading part, and in reply to query 
as to experience piped: ‘I played 
Santa Claus in a Christmas pageant 
once.’ In all seriousness, too. 

A zoo paradox during recent cold 
snap hit page one. 3engal tiger 
found freezing weather to his liking 


and got active for the first time in 
months, while polar bears, accli- 
mated by two years’ residence, 


shivered. 





| Fritz Blocki still has hopes. 
Alfred Saxe announcing for 


Frank Smith expects that new Cad 
any day now. 

Louie Panico has gotten himself 
a personal p. a. 

Visible signs of spring with Bill 
Pine in tweeds. 

Willie Horowitz still making meals 
out of his cigars. 

Lucille Hecht has resigned from 
the WIBO continuity staff. 
Leo Spitalny getting 
move from his B&K office. 
Ben Serkowich sending burnup 
cards from Palm Springs. 

Sam Horwits blew in from N. Y. 
and looking over the situation. 
Jean Gibson and Ruth Wenter 
now singing on the KYW staff. 
Ethel Halperin came in from 
Cincy to visit Nan in Milwaukee. 
Rasputin off to Cleveland to do 
some press work for Dorothy Mac- 
kaill. 

J. J. Rubens back at his desk 
after a two-month sojourn in Cali- 
fornia. 

‘Times’ tab starting off its new 
Sunday attempt with a picture star 
contest. 

Jimmie Gillespie’s ‘Satevepost’ 
music yarn got a play from his lo- 
cal pals. 

Thomas Valos, 
operator, coming 
operation. 

There seems to be some doubt 
about Louie Lipstone landing that 
Jewish hour. 

Martha Morton McKay a-moanin’ 
for the Texas cattle-plains these 
sub-zero days. 

Rocco Vocco and Max Winslow 
were two eastern music moguls in 
town for a peek. 

Nan Elliott has switched her lit’ry 
affection from George Bernard Shaw 
to Frank Harris. 

Dave Nowinson getting his board- 
ing house story script auditioned 
at WGN last Saturday. 

H. D. Hayes hopping to Denver 
for a tour of inspection and con- 
ferences of the Colorado radio sta- 
tions. 

Howard Denby, one of the ‘Herald 
and Examiner’ ex’s, now with the 
‘Daily News’ on the sports depart- 
ment, 

Dick Voynow journeying east, so 
that both the Voynow brothers will 
be on the Hudson for the next week 
or so. 

Dave Edelson running around 
town looking for a blimp to pull off 
what he calls a great exploitation 
stunt. 

Dick Hoffman has an idea of book- 
ing a stock accordion player for the 
No. 2 act at the Kedzie on Friday 
nights. 

With kidnaping a topical tune 
now, Mitzi Green’s pappy, Joe Keno, 
asked for police protection around 
the Palace, 

Bob Andrews, local novel, radio 
script and short story writer, is 
elected as successor to Edgar Wal- 
lace for fertility. 

Nude bathing in this town is be- 
ing championed by a raft of north 
side citizens who are taking it up 
with Mayor Cermak. 

Leo Salkin thinking of putting 
Dave Lipton into the Oriental as a 
weekly attraction since Lipton’s dis- 
covery that he could outcroon 
Crosby. 

Frank Dare has cranked the fam- 
ily bus and headed for a month on 
the sunny side of the continent, 
|leaving Frank Delmaine to carry on 
| the burden of the local Equity office. 

Bill Pine, Arch Herzoff and Jim 
Luntzel dividing honors on the Con- 
chita Montenegro citizenship first- 
papers publicity trick last week, 
pag crashed all the dailies but the 
‘Trib.’ 

Herbie Kay and Maurie Sherman, 
two bandleaders, took a couple of 
days’ leave from their orchestras, 
Kay slipping down south fora closer 


ready to 


downstate circuit 
‘round after an 








ap 0 = ape 


squint at the sun, while Sherman 
managed to get rid of a cold. 


Kate Smith ran 


scheduled the WGN 


mike. 


appearance at 





Hollywood 





Paul Lukas at Palm Springs. 
Wynne Gibson dropped two Ibs. 
Malibu trek is on. 

Film colony going for wrassling. 
Hamilton MacFadden’s vacation 


over. 

Homer Curran back from New 
York. 

Jack Muthall’s act trys out at 


Long Beach. 

Harold Lloyd limping around on 
a stubbed toe. 

Cecil Beaton, English 
here for ‘Vanity Fair.’ 

Bob Collier has an order 
a new 12-cylinder job. 

Jackson Parks is a new face in 
Radio’s publicity department. 

Donald Ogden Stewart came here 
in Nick Schenck’s private car. 

Bertram Potts, New Zealand fan 
writer, has settled in Holiywood. 

George Sidney hasn't seen that 
still yet, but Charlie Murray has. 

Wesley Ruggles and the bride, 
Arlene Judge, week-ending at Cali- 
ente. 

Robert Standish Trevor, English 
sportsman and author, a Paramount 
visitor. 

Shelia Gerry, contracted for War- 
ners in New York, arrived here Fri- 
day (18). 

Jack Lewis on Hays payroll to 
handle news end of favorite picture 
types poll. 

Wood Soanes of the Oakland 
‘Tribune’ due here this week on his 
annual trip. 

Doris Kenyon left for series of 
six concerts in New York and 
Washington. 

Bern Bernard and Henry Gold- 
enberg have set 10:30 p.m. as the 
dinner hour. 

Park Row at Fox Hills looks like 
the old-time segregated quarter of 
a frontier town. 

Noel Coward cast his nose over 
the Paramount lot before taking off 
his coat for Fox. 

Hollywood en masse at Agua 
Caliente over the week-end for 
Caliente handicap. 

Harry Joe Brown's sec tells call- 
ers when her boss isn’t in to come 
back at various times. 

Thea Lightner has given up 
agoznting for production, being as- 
sociated with John Clein. 

Leslie Fenton presented Ann 
Dvorak, his bride, with a new road- 
ster as a wedding present, 

Capt. William Parker of the Cul- 
ver Military school here to drill cast 
of U’s ‘Tom Brown at Culver.’ 

Artie Mehlinger, former Harms 
rep here, is now prof. manager of 
Davis, Coots & Engle in N. Y. 

Dickson Morgan has partnered 
with Katherine Hamill in the Ham- 
ill-Morgan College of the Theatre. 

All studios halted work for a 
minute at 11 o’clock yesterday as a 
tribute to the late George Eastman. 

Lobby display on ‘Wunderbar’ 


photog, 


in for 


reads ‘Messrs. Shubert in asso- 
ciation with Morrest Guest, pre- 
sent.’ 


Masquers will do ‘Iron Minnie, or 
the Railroad Man’s Daughter,’ next 
at Radio. It’s the last of the cur- 
rent six made by the club. 

Morse Preeman has given up his 
retail popular music department, 
finding it more profitable to sub- 
lease the space to a jeweler. 

Pansy, Radio’s much ballyhooed 
turtle discovered in Hawaii, is due 
for a change of title. Radio p.a.’s 
aren’t sure the present name fits. 

Dr. Joseph Schurman, former 
American ambassador to Germany, 
and Prof. Beard of Cal Tech, giving 
James Cagney the oo at Warners. 

Gene Morgan has reopened the 
open-and-shut boulevard club for- 
merly called the Pyramid. Floor 
show with the girls dolled mostly in 
rosebuds. 

Eunice Chapin’s contract is up at 
Columbia, but the writer is staying 
at the studio on a week-to-week 
basis. She has two originals under 
her wing. 

Ted Dahl’s KMTR orchestra mak- 
ing records for Victor of two of 
Stewart Hamblin’s numbers, ‘Gold- 
en River’ and ‘My Dream Book of 
Memories.’ 

Wallace Beery showed the young- 
est of his adopted children to the 
gang at the Metro commissary this 
week, waving a diaper to prove he 
was a proud poppa. 

Production staff on ‘Doctor X,’ 
mystery thriller at Warners, wanted 
to give it an auspicious start. So 
they began shooting at midnight 
Saturday (19) on a morgue scene. 

El Brendel, on a personal appear- 
ance tour, sends back a new auto- 
graphed sticker for fan signature 





books. Says he invented them after 


into a flock of 
minor annoyances while at the Pal- 
ace last week, slipping to the floor 
on her first performance, losing her 
shoe at another show, getting into a 
taxi accident, and almost missing a| 


Jack Chefe’s hair is coming back. | 





signing everything in Philadelphia 


but a dish of pudding. 


Among the best divers around the 


Hotel El Mirador pool at Palm 
Springs have been Frank Joyce and 
Charlie Butterworth. 
the two young boys can 
father a race at diving. 
Vine Street attempt to run a 
drugstore specializing in drugs got 
smacked when three creditors of 
Harry Skepner, druggist, petitioned 
to have him declared bankrupt. 
Principal creditor is the Frankfort 
Distillery, Inc., of Kentucky 


give his 


By H. M. Bone 
This is Kelly Abbott’s ‘writeup.’ 
WICC christened larger quarters. 
Charley McBride no like overtime. 
Eddie Brennan in Par stage band. 


Arena to run week of indoor cir- 
cus. 


tet Ike Lowenthal’s opinion of 
critics. 
Harry Cohen entertained a boil 


last week, 


Is that a new car Bridgie Weber 
is sporting? 


Johnny Miller in business for 
himself now. 
Abe Pardoll now fiddling for 


Worthy Hills. 


Sympathy to Tony Augliera in 
loss of mother. 

Friends inquiring if Steve Perutz 
has landed yet. 
Louie tapp 
Rogers in N. Y. 
Frank O’Connell telling the early 
S. Z. Poli history. 
Doc Howe and 
blew in last week. 
Addicts plea for reduction of fee 

on municipal links. 

Freddy Smith and crew had their 
pitcha in the paper. 

Bernie Hynes due to take over 
local Fox publicity soon. 
Card games —even 
backstage at Par are out. 
How does Luella Lee Walton like 

being back on the stage? 

Only eight customers in one dine- 
and-dance the other nite. 

If Fox just leaves Jack Markle a 
desk and chair he'll be content. 

What a riot the Roger Sherman 
crew had with Davey last week. 

Freddy Johnson drives 140 miles 
to visit the future. Mrs, Johnson. 

Eight groups set for city’s ama- 
teur drama tournament in April. 

So Tom Kennedy is state’s fore- 
most baritone among the flatfeet. 

Mayor makes Alfred J, Martin 
member municipal music committee. 

Lanny Ross journeys to Clinton 
as guest artist in Choral Club con- 
cert, 

Did the Pierce girl with Ted 
Lewis get that letter straightened 
out? 

Frankie Melrose 


goes with Buddy 


Jack Partington 


solitaire — 


is champ spa- 


ghetti sniffer of Roger Sherman 
band, 
Harry Berman getting plenty 


publicity from his Little Symphony 
concert. 

Was the Yale Dramat kidding 
when their program spelled it Dra- 
matick? 

A. Norman Couch, _ vice-pres. 
Meriden stage hands local, killed in 
fall March 12. 

Most yokels try the Aquarium in 
N. Y., but John Grinold goes for 
the flea circus. 

J. P. Kennedy of Bronxville pre- 
sented Choate Prep School with two 
sound projectors. 

Charley Langley and Henry Law- 
rence in market for Pierce Arrow— 
just in the market. 

Gotham hotels 
with reduced rate 
inclusive) week-ends. 

‘Harkness Hoot,’ Yale undergrad 
sheet, puts methods of Drama Dept. 
and Art School on pan. 

Jack Brancel, F. & M. ‘La Plaza,’ 
spent day in local hospital with 
bum heart. Okay now. 

Even doubling between Sherman 
orch. and Murray’s Patio fails to 
keep Don Cavallaro busy enough. 

Savoy Printing Co. of N. Y. and 
Fla, trying to separate $25,000 from 
S. Z. Poli in Fla. hotel damage suit. 

Irving Gordon, Yale Drama 
School, directing Y. M. & W. H. A. 
Players in city drama tournament. 

‘Prof.’ Albert Franko, magician, 
hitch-hiking on top of truck, needed 
two stitches when head was low- 
bridged. 

Henry W. Cornell, Sr., nationally 


tempting locals 
(entertainment 


known newspaper man, last: con- 
nected with local ‘Register,’ died 
March 14. 


Cancellation of permit for use of 
public building forced Margaret 
Sanger, birth control, into Fox-Col- 
lege theatre. 

A burn-up for Kearney Walton— 
the Boston review saying Lil Tash- 
man was assisted by Sid Silvers 
‘and another gentleman.’ 

Nabe owners protest to Board of 
Education against use of school 





buildings for public entertainment 
where admission is charged. 


The elder of 


Washington 


Palace has a new press agent 
Eddie Gillmore, of Atlanta, Gawgah 
suh! 

Somebody stole the motor car 
Warren Robbins, 
the White House. 

Conrad Nagel, president Academy 
Motion Picture Arts and : 
visits the White House. 

Sol Bloom prepares a big show 
for Cherry Blossom Week—outdoor 
pageant and illuminated trees. 

Floreine Hurley, daughter of Vic- 
tor Hurley of ‘The Post,’ gets an 
audition with NBC in New York 

Col Harper, president of the Au- 
ditorium Co., sees new amplifiers 
installed in the barn-like structure, 

Dr. Sirovich getting ready to re- 
view a play on Broadway, as guest 
critic of Bob Coleman on the ‘Mir- 
ror.’ 

Edgar 





social arbiter a; 


Science. 


Runkle’ gets his 


first 

glimpse of Congress in action. 

tabulating the wet-dry vote from 
the gallery. 

Revival of ‘The Chocolate Sol- 


dier,’ at the National, draws out the 
old time theatregoers for good ad- 
vance sale. 

Father Hurney’s 
under direction of 
Wheaton Howard, 
public concert. 

Steve Cochran, star witness in a 
Senate hearing on the Child Labor 
Law, protests against ruling chil- 
dren off the stage. 

Col. Ricardo Miro, military at- 
tache of the Argentine Embassy, 
ordered back to Buenos Aires—and 
gets a grand send-off. 

Beatrice Lillile—Lady Peel to the 
English—sings ‘The Wearing of the 
Green’ for the St. Patrick Night 
party at the Press Club. 

Radio service men hear W. I.. 
Jones, of RCA-Victor, talk on 
‘Superheterodynes,’ with Ken Hath- 
away holding the stop watch. 


radio singers, 
Prof. Harry 
stage their first 





Rudy Vallee, companioned by 
Vincent Callahan, to sing at the 


Press Club during the lunch hour, 
with a broadcast ’nd everything. 

Martha Strayer, president of the 
Women’s National Press Club, 
stages a Gridiron night for the girls, 
burlesqueing the femmes in poli- 
tics. 

Joe Flynn and Benny Holzman 

in town for White’s ‘Scandals,’ Holy 
Week at the Auditorium, with’ 
George Morley taking over the box- 
office. 
‘Doc’ McGunigle grabs off more 
space for Shaw's work, ‘Too True 
to Be Good’ than given any recent 
production, and starts for Pitts- 
burgh, 

Julius H,. Barnes and Dave Laws 
renee duet-speakers for the Wash- 
ington Board of Trade, followed by 
the Chevy Chase Chanters, 20 
strong. 

Charle Hamilten,celebrating—his 


77th birthday, has a grand party 
thrown by the Old Timers’ Club. 
Silver loving cup presented from 


the gang. 
Eddie Dowling master of cere- 
monies for Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners’ convention banquet with 
Billie Dove, Claudette Colbert and 
Bebe Daniels in the limelight. 

Benn Levys play, ‘The Devil 
Passes,’ booked for a_ three-day 
stand at the National, with Chan- 
ning Pollock coming in ahead of 
the show, doing the missionary 
work, 

Washington Assembly No. 23, So- 
ciety of American Magicians, en- 
tertained Chris Charlton, a London 
magician appearing at the Earle 
theatre, at a luncheon in the Na- 
tional Press club. Speakers were: 
R. E, Otterback, Henry Clapham, 
Charles H. Small, Dr. Henry R. 
Evans and Fred H. Untiedt. Judge 
William J. Hughes, of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, presided. 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


Mrs. Leo Rosen, wife of Warners’ 
Strand manager, ill with the grippe. 
Editorial staffs of the local 
dailies at Keith’s Monday to see 
whether Columbia did right by the 
Fourth Estate in ‘Final Edition.’ 

Henry Earle, formerly of the 

Madison and Ritz, Albany, is the 
new assistant at Warners’ Strand, 
succeeding William Crossett, re- 
signed. 
Charles Wilkes, inspector of pub- 
lic assemblies and censor, has been 
designated to investigate all fires of 
suspected incendiary origin in his 
spare moments. 

Financial woes of Julian Ss 

3rown, erstwhile theatre and night 
club operator, continue to pile up. 
Federal Judge Bryant has granted 
permission to start foreclosure pro- 
ceedings against several Brown 
properties. 
Supreme Court jury reported no 
cause for action verdict in the dam- 
age suit brought by Adelaide Fas- 
ula, vaudeville musician and dancer, 
against Patrolman Edward W. We- 
ber, whose car, she alleged, struck 
and injured her, 

Fdward F. Brieaddy, former 
Strand theatre usher and doorman, 
who posed as heir to a mythical 
$1,750,000 estate in New York City, 
was arrested at the county peni- 
tentiary as he completed 10 months 
for the theft of a purse. Attorne) 
General must decide whether the 
balance of a term commuted Db: 





(iovernor Roosevelt must be served 


—— 


of 








——e wee CO 


~ +» 


nt 
gah 


r of 
r at 


emy 
‘nce, 


thhow 
door 


Vic- 
an 
rk 
Au- 
fiers 
ure, 
re- 
uest 


Mir - 


first 
ion, 
rom 


Sol - 
the 
ad- 


ers 
° 

irryv 

first 


na 
Lbor 
hil- 


at- 
ssy, 
and 


the 
the 
ght 


I. 
on 
th- 


by 
the 
ur, 


the 
lub, 
rls, 
oli - 


an 
oly 
ith’ 

Ox- 


ore 
rue 
ent 
‘ts- 


iwe 
sh- 
by 


9 
“ 


rty 
ub. 
om 


re- 
tre 
‘ith 
und 


vil 
lav 
in- 


ary 


So- 
en- 
ion 
irle 
Na- 
re: 
im, 

. 
dige 
rt- 


pe. 
cal 
see 
the 


the 
the 
nd, 
re- 


ib- 
en 

of 
his 


~ 
rht 
up. 
ted 
ro- 
wr 














Tuesday, March 22, 1932 








ee 





TIMES SQUARE 








VARIETY 








—_— 


Broadway 


Jo Milward home from Canada, 

George White back with tan, 

Moss Hart was seasick going 
across. 

Marty Bloom has become an im- 
presario. ; 

Albert Johnson's nickname not to 
his liking. 

Novel boxing show Tuesday (29) 
et Friars. 

Jane Stubbs of Publix is giving 
up sweets. 

Flu pinned Oscar Doob to the hay 
last week. 

zinaida Nicolina bought 
a mink coat. 

Eddie Choate out of the Herman 
Shumlin office. 

Jeanne Cohen may 
Hollywood trek. 

Eugene O’Neil goes for those long 
time bike races. 

George Engels, NBC, 
mid-winter vacation. 

Arthur Tracy has mitts a foot- 
pall player would envy. 

Bobby Howard of Times Square 
b. o. broke a rib. Home. 

Bob Powers likes the sunlight of | 
Eugene Zukor’s new office. 

John O'Connor, RKO film booker, 
doing the ‘in conference’ gag. 

Leland Hayward hopped for 
coast suddenly Tuesday (15). 

Publix abbreviating it Claud’te| 
Colbert to fit the Paramount markee. | 

Hy Daab sticking by the fireside| 
last week trying to duck a stubborn 
cold. 





herself | 





make the} 


taking a 





| 
the 


That’s an embryonic mustache 
Jack Bannion is beginning to de- 
velop. 


Arthur Hammerstein, back from 
Florida, where he convalesced, now 
has influenza. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dornan up 
from Fla. to see brother-in-law, 
Haley, at the Palace. 

Jack Curley gave away 25 hats 
to as many fans who guessed win- 
ner of Pinetzki-Shikat match, 

Lefcourt building now called the 
Brill, with a Brill Bros. clothing 
store soon to be restored to the site. 

Paul Musiknosky, kid violinist at 
th> Carnegie last Friday (18), is the 
first prodigy violinist born in New 
York. 

Postponement of St. Pat’s day 
parade from Thursday to Saturday 
gave celebrants two days to get 
steamed up. 

Bugs Baer looked at the many 
dipiomas in Judge Bill Hanley’s 
Hoboken office and told him to open 
a drug store. 

Nick Lucas resumed his RKO 
tour Friday (18) in Minneapolis 
after a week’s layoff due to illness 


~ $n tris fanity-- 


Barnett Kaufman, former band 
leader, just admitted to the bar and 
associated with Judge Freddie 
Goldsmith’s office. 

Fred Lightner, Winnie’s brother, 
trying to stop Bob Lightner, an or- 
chestra leader, from billing himself 
as Winnie’s brother, too. 

Will Bob Sisk drop that cane 
when exploiting acrobats for RKO? 
Horizontal bar guys are lots differ- 
ent than Theatre Guild stars. 

Even if only kids are supposed to 
be susceptible, Lou Goldberg, War- 
ner’s New York theatre ad-pub 
chief, is down with whooping cough. 

Since stick-up of the Selwyn, 
Norman Stein, the treasurer, no 
longer wears that sparkler. He was 
out to dinner when the bandits 
came. 

Hiram S. Brown, Joe Plunkett, 
Nate Blumberg and E. M. Glucks- 
man of RKO and Commissioner L. 
M. Rubens of Joliet are honorary 
admirals in the Nebraska navy, 
through courtesy of Lt.-Governor 
Metcalfe and Rear Admiral Ben 
Serkowich. What, no epaulets! 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Harry Harris has a new Lincoln 
coupe, 

Sol Hankin’s going-away gift a 
traveling bag. 

Rosy Roswell always signs his 
letters ‘Rosy—Not a Girl.’ 

Roy Stargardt, sax tooter in Don 
Bestor’'s band, plays 18 instruments. 
_May Beegle bringing Escudero to 
Nixon for one performance only 
April 2, 

Ben Jaffee writing a march for 
his Alma Mater, Staunton Military 
Academy. 

Freddy Bernard, m. c. at Show 
Boat for long time, back at Penn 
in a Loew unit. 

Bessie Bughman likely to head 
Combined Guild-Shubert subscrip- 
tion forces here. 

Daphne Pollard’s booking at 
Stanley cancelled at last minute on 
account of illness. 


Kenneth Diagneau, ex-stock fav | 


ere, now with a repertory group 
in Birmingham, Ala, 

Variety Club plotting a 
benefit for its protege, 
Sheridan, Sunday nite. 

Lynn Morrow, ‘Post-Gazette’ radio 
ed and WWSW’'s newscaster, back 
on job after siege of flu. 


George Seibel still talking about | 
‘48 now three-month-old grandson. | 
it’s his first. 

Bushey 


Naturally, 


Dorothy (Mrs. Bernie 


CHATTER 





Armstrong) has her sister, Jeanie, } 
with her in Stanley chorus, | 
Leon Sternberger, asst. mer. at | 
the Warner, can knock out a good 
tap dance when called upon. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner told news- 
hounds here she’s waiting to hear 
results of a recent screen test. 
Leo G. Carroll, here earlier this 
season in ‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ back | 
again in ‘Too True to Be Good.’ 
Charlie Danver’s ‘Pittsburghesque’ 
| 
} 


columns being preserved for pos- 
terity at the Carnegie Library. 
Grace Katz, niece of A. H. Woods, 


and Florence Weberman organizing | 


a Children’s theatre for 


Pittsburgh. | 


signe d 


. 
Paris State Opera here. 


Jack Conolly overdue. 
Adolphe Osso to Berlin. 
Joe Seidelman to London. 


| title 
‘Abraham Lincoln.’ 


| brother 


| 


years by 


for another three 
play the | 
Drinkwater’s | 


Bassermann to 
of John 


Albert 
part 
Mady Christian to 
Roiter’s stages 


perform 
after 


on | 


Alice (Dick) Turpin to Tunis. return from WU. S. A, j 
Andre Maurois lecturing in Egypt.| Dr. Arnold Fanck announces his 


Arlette Marchal nursing the sick.| engagement to marry the secretary | 
Mrs. Henri Jeanson gone blonde. Aafa Film Co., Lisa Kind. 
Lora Hays in the next Bourdet | G. W. Pabst back from Africa 
play. where he made outdoor scenes for 
Lee Planskey in bed for three! pis Africa picture, ‘Atlantide.’ 
| weeks. ; Jean Kiepura to marry the Hun- 
Saul Collin escaping measles | sarian Magda Halmos, after he has 
narrowly. oa finished his current sound picttire. | 
Murr keeping Izzy Percivalon the| jyermann Krehan. painter, film 
water wagon, and stage architect and actor, 


Somebody sends Dick Powell an | 
ad from a Chi paper about a para- 
chute-jumping bird by the same} 


name. 


Steve Passeur in London with the 


| Marcel Achards, 


Bee Lillie wires Bob MacGunigle | 


here from Washington, ‘If this is 
the capitol, 


Palace.’ 


give me Buckingham | : 4 : 
| all social functions. 


| about Yugoslavia, 


Ben Levant, M. D., who has again | 


written tunes for Pitt Cap-Gown | 
show, and Oscar Levant are] 
brothers. 


Etta Lee mannequining for joy 
| and writing for cash. : 
Bernard Grasset taking a few ‘ 


Word from coast says Hardie Al- | 


| 


| ving up to be mentioned. 


| 


| 


bright, Tech drama grad, has just 
been handed a term contract by 
Warners. 

E. V. Knight, replacing Jimmy | 
Balmer in WB West Va. division, 
and Fuzzy Knight, comic, are 
brothers. . 

Jack Haley and 3enny Rubin 


open WB tour at Stanley, 
with Paul Whiteman following few 
weeks later. 

L. B. Cool lost a $5 bet to the 
‘Variety’ mugge last week, who 
wagered ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
wouldn’t do $8,000. 

Although he’s been in show busi- 
ness since 1909, Bill Scott has col- 
lected only eight autographed pic- 
tures of performers. 

Local rags always refer to Aline 
MacMahon as a home-town gal. 
She was born in nearby McKees- 
port, also birthplace of Marc Con- 
nelly. 


London 


Ann Suter making film test. 

Maria Corda still at the Savoy. 

Hugh Dindlay having engine trou- 
ble. 

Spotted scarves the rage for the 
men. 

Four new dishes in 
Grill. 

Joe Sachs teamed up with George 
Banfield, — 

There’s a move heré to delegalize 
pugilism, 

Wallace Parnell all kosher, dining 
at Ross’s. 

Lynn Farnol here to exploit ‘Ar- 
rowsmith.’ 

‘Ballyhoo’ is estimated to sell 5,000 
in London. 

White dinner jackets for the gigs 
this season. 

Carl Brisson hasn't been heard of 
for months. 

Eric Hakim film getting an Em- 
pire preview. 

Green fees around London 
being reduced. 

George Ayre taking the rust off 
the golf clubs. 

Cc. B. Cochran now has a scheme 
for grand opera. 

The Prince of Wales at the A. R. 
P, studios, Ealing. 

Paddy Carstairs sent the old man 
a bill for publicity. 

Abe Mitchell has thrown over his 
steel shafted clubs. 

Ordinary league football 
drew 60,000 in London. 

Noel Coward hasn’t been 
papers for two months. 

Reversion to hickory 
shafts is predicted here. 

The flapper Thames parade has 
started for the boat race. 

Clifford Whitley now handles six 
hotels from the Metropole. 

French exhibition, Britain’s big- 
gest box office draw, closed. 

Pabst’s new epic, ‘Kameradshaft,’ 
is scoring with German fans. 


the Savoy 


are 


game 
in the 


golf club 


acts to play charity benefits. 
‘A Nous La Liberte’ (French film) 
breaking records at the Rialto. 
Molly Lamont most publicized of 
the English actresses just now, 
Grock now definitely retired, his 
partner Max framing a new act. 
All-in wrestling looks like box 
office tonic for vaudeville here. 
Curiously enough, the revaude- 
ville habit seems to be spreading. 














huge | 
Catherine | 


Bill Thornton, late Leicester 
Square, now under Charles Penley. 
Florrie Forde to play the Jobyna 
Howland role in ‘Stepping Sisters.’ 
The Lindbergh kidnaping made 
the leading story in every tab here. 
Chatenet, the man in the shoot- 
| ing tragedy, was well known to 
; West Enders. 


being cabled offer 
replied ready if 


Clara Bow, on 
for British films, 
Rex Bell goes, too. 

New Leeds Paramount house 
hurting Gaumont British and Gen- 
jeral Theatres business. 

B. I. P., doing the ‘Last Coupon,’ 
in Cockney dialect instead of Tyne- 
and using Leslie Fuller fo 


| ‘ 
| side, 


liead. 


Friday, | 


Harold Smith telling the press all | 
} 


Jeanne Helbling conspicuous at 


Tommy Ladd and Mona Lee post- | 
carding from Cairo. 


days off in Versailles, 
Too many indie producers crop- | 
George Canty in Paris to lecture 
to Western Electric boys. 
French press says Jeannette Mac- | 
Donald no come this year. 
A 10,000 crowd at the Mardi Gras | 
masked ball at Magic City. | 
i 
| 


| 
| 


Mary Heaton drinks no gin the 
day she goes to the doctor. 
Jennie Dolly gave a_e send-off 
party to the Irving Netchers. 
Harry Goldfiam’s Paris reminis- 
ceses in Buenos Aires papers. | 
Jacques Feyder lawsuit against 
Pathe Natan under arbitration, | 
Priscila Kastner taking her 
younger daughter to the dentist. 
Alfred Savoir finds Pigalle 
hearsals not all beer and skittles. 
Dorothy Farnum 
Barber due back in Paris shortly. 
Russell Lewis introducing Mexi- 
can sombreros in the Paris opera. 


| 


re- 





Michel Bernheim, still young, us- 
|ing his own money to make a film. 
| The Jan Hulswits giving the most 
| successful cocktail party of the sea- 
| son. 

Marcel Achard drawing 20 grand 
a year from Paramount for four 
scripts. 

Shrinkage in A, K. janes’ bank- 
rolls causing extinction of the gigolo 
species. 

3aron Valentine Mandelstamm’s 
report on pictures by way of becom- 
ing a classic. 

English anti-foreign talent pro- 
hibition threatening to extend to 
French jockeys. 

Ann Illulswith. kissing goonbye to 
Sister Alice when the Barrys re- 
turned to New York. 

‘Au Soleil de I’Instinct’ said by the 
initiated to be the most psycho- 
analytic play ever written. 

Bob Kane lucky the French press 
doesn’t reproduce his interviews for 
the English-speaking press. 

Pauline Garon, on the screen with 
long hair, unrecognized by admirers 
used to her recent short bob. 

Smith eating Smith when Harold 
lL. Smith derides the statements of 
Senator Smith W. Brookhart. 

Betty (‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’) 
Compton to cross Paris on her way 
to Switzerland for treatment. 

Irvin Marks back from London 
after having successfully shielded 
Marcel Achard from the wicked. 

Henry Bernstein says he would 
rather shoot himself than live if he 
could not afford the good things of 
life, 

‘Lawrence’s Last Will,’ by Saul 
Collin, to be published by Duttons 
in New York and Carbuccia in 
Paris. 

Steve Passeur says anybody who 
sells a scenario for less than three 
grand is a traitor to the pen-wag- 
ging fraternity. 


| to 
dios with a 
| duction there. 


successful sound picture operetta to 


March at 
|} man 
‘Payment 


mont 


and Maurice | 


opened a nite eclub on Joachimstah- 


lerstrasse, 


French director, off | 
surveying Emelka’s stu- 
view to possible pro- | 


Abel Gance, 
Munich, 


‘Zwei Herzen,’ Robert Stolz’ most | 


be performed in fall at Lessing the- | 


itre as operetta. 
Kortner to 
Theatre in 
nstrasse in the 
Deferred.’ 
Isidor Ostrer, president of 
British, and Bruce 


guestplay in|} 
der Strese- 


English play 


Fritz 


Gau- 


Ufa for German-British co-produc- 
tion. 


Fritz Reiner, conductor of Cin- | 
cinnati Symphony orchestra, re- | 
fused position of general musical | 


manager of 
Berlin. 
Fritz Hirsch, director of Princesse 


Municipal Opera in 


Shouwburg theatre at The Hague, 
negotiating with Berlin municipal 


authorities to take serlin 


Schiller theatre. 


over 


Amsterdam 


By Max Tak 
Jannings plans a Holland tour as 
a stage act. 
Jack Hylton’s band successful in 
three days Carlton Hotel. 
Salaries of municipal theatre ac- 


tors cut. Company saved by rich 
theatregoers. 

Paul Whiteman, announced by 
Carlton hotel, doesn’t come. It’s a 
local mystery. 

Pierre Monteux, it is said, will 


not return as a guest leader of Men- 
gelberg orchestra. 

Lou Bandy, a former variety hu- 
morist, made debut as a revue actor 
with great success. 

Bart Kreeft, 78 years cld, 58 years 
an operetta comic, in a farewell 
performance sold out. 

Arntzenius, best known music 
critic here, married Yvonne Georgi, 
famous German dancer, 

‘Prive Secretarin’ (‘Sunshine 
Susie’) now Amsterdam 18th week. 
Record for German talkie. 

Julius Gleich circus, in competi- 
tion to Sarassani-dito, hired center 
of town lot. Will stay a month. 

Primo Carnero gave demonstra- 
tions at Rotterdam and Hague. 
Best Dutch boxers all knocked out. 

Louis Davids, Dutch songwriter 
and revue comic, again directs 
Scheveningen cabaret during sum- 
mer season. 

‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ very 
successful as film revival in Tus- 
chinski's. Reviewers said they 
were glad to see real silent picture 
again. 

Tholen and van Lier, cabaret boy 
singers, celebrated 12%% years’ ac- 
tivity in a special night show, ar- 





French artists giving an affair 
where each one performs his own | 
specialty, and a great improve- | 
ment for some of them. 





| 


General Theatres will not permit | 


Berlin | 
By Max Magnus 


Joseph Schildkraut due here. 

Charlotte Susa back from Arosa. 

Emelka and Tobis plan co-produc- 
tion. 

Gitta Alpar obtained a divorce in 
Budapest. 

Luis Trenker expected here from 
Hollywood. 

Lilian Harvey off on location at 
Cap d’Antibes. 

Ernst Legal, intendant of State 
theatre, resigned. 

Lil Dagover to play 
for Zelnik picture. 

Otto Kantureck, cameraman, 
made his two hundredth picture. 

Fritzi Massary, Alexander Moissi, 
Albert and Else Bassermann in 
Lugano. 

Dreiser's ‘American Tragedy’ to | 
be performed at Theatre am Kur- | 
furstendamm., | 

Max Reinhardt to tour with the 
principal members of his company 
through Italy. 

Heinz Whde Bra 
from local Fox branch 


‘Barberina’ 





ened 


? 
i 


‘hvogel resi 
as chie 





press department, 
Erich Kkleiber, 


conductor, W 


as je 





ranged by Tuschinski. Public and 
reporters enthusiastic. 
By Walt Harvest 
Art Holauh called Gandhi by his 


friends. 

Duke Clark given ‘honorary’ title 
of ‘Judge.’ 

Charly Williams balks at flying in 
zero weather. 

Steve Stevens looking east as he 
expects transfer, 

Milt Jacobs through with 
and now M-Ging. 

Joe Alexander sick, but only takes 
few minutes off. 

They still rib 
about his incision. 

Greystone ballroom 
losing week in year. 


vaude 


Watty Watson 


hasn't had a 


Sho-Dance event of year here 
played by Kay Kyser. 
Doc Colley in Texas, but writes 


only of cold and snow. 
surlesque being shown in 
seat house scaled at 10-25. 
Tom Davis elected one of the boys 
within few days after arrival. 
Johnny Jones most publicized the- 


6,000- 


atre man in history of village. 
Bernie Gardner, they claim, is| 


best bridge player among theatre 
men, 

Lyceum, scene of fire, expected to 
j}be rebuilt amid the cheers of the 
jobless, 

Leo faeniein has his friend: 
stumped by an inexhaustible supply 


trick gags and stunt machinery. 


W oolfe, | 
|Gaumont manager, negotiating with | 
} 


Montreal 


Frank Clarke column dropped. 
Larry Stephens, Jr., loses tonsils, 
Fergus Grant hob-nobbing with 


| kings. 


Eddie Schriber seeing his shadow 


again. 


Jimmy Adams dusting off the old 


brassie. 


Tom Cleary says last three weeks 


}not so hot. 


Warren Stevens leaves M.A.A.A, 


her | for Toronto. 


The syndicate fell down again on 


sweepstakes. 


Golden Dome putting on a 50c. 
cabaret show. 

H. A. Kaufman still in hospital, 
but improving. 

George Wright back again, this 
time at ‘Herald.’ 

Lachine gals win battle for mod- 
ern bathing suits. 

Much ballyhooed fight at St. Denis 
went badly in red. 

L. R. Stephens one of the few out 
of the red for Lent. 

Montreal Orchestra closes second 
season Sunday (20). 

Billy Morrison giving the field 
glasses the once-over. 

Eddie English collecting on Ma- 


y 


‘oons getting into play-offs, 


George totsky Chinese 


getting 


custom on ‘Shanghai Express.’ 


Four 
|} summer. 
ran-fret) 


re ady 








|of local 





} 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 
} 
} 


itled ‘It 


Blue Bonnets closing rumor killed. 


tracks to operate here this 
Rinfret (pronounced 


mayoral candidate al- 
illed ‘also ran-fret.’ 


Australia 


Sybil 


Fernand 


’ 


Dame 
for W, T. 

Clark Gable being ballyhooed all 
over town. 

John Glass appointed exploitation 
manager for the Hoyts. 

W. T. will revive ‘Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ with Gladys Moncrieff. 

Ella Shields will open in 
bourne, for Fullers, in March. 

W. T. will send ‘As Husbands Go’ 
to the road. Show surprise hit. 

‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB) 
should stay six weeks in Sydney. 

Ernie Rolls is getting ready to 
fold with his revues in Melbourne, 

Boxing will again get under way, 
with Hugh MclIntosh taking con- 
trol. 

Censor orders that ‘Frankenstein’ 
can only be screened before an 
adult audience. 

Easter Fair opens in Sydney next 
month, Flocks of country folk due 
in city for annual fling. 

John Maxwell, south Australian 
representative for W. T., arrested 
on embezzlement charge, 

Blue gags hurting vaude-revues. 
Fullers will send revue out of the 
Roxy and replace with pictures, 

‘American Tragedy’ opened well 
in New Zealand. Picture did poorly 
in Sydney and Melbourne despite 
high notices, 

‘Cain,’ French picture, ordered out 
theatre on orders from 
Picture will be shipped back 

any reason given for re- 
moval, 


Stuart F. Doyle satisfied with 
progress Greater Union is making. 
Providing Doyle can get over the 
‘banker obstacle,’ Greater Union 
has a good chance this year. 

Hoyts now using presentations in 
all ace houses. Stanley N. Wright 
given sole charge of presenting 
stage shows in Svdney. Wright also 
managing the Plaza and Regent 
theatres. 


Thorndye will tour 


Mel- 


Paris, 
without 


| Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Albert Prejean here, filming. 

National theatre dvuing Muoliere’s 
‘L’Avare’ in plus fours. 

Zoltan Ambrus, critic and author, 
died of influenza, aged 71. 

Zsolt Harsanyi to do translation 
of ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ for 
Vigszinhaz. 

Gisela Werbezirk, Vinnea come- 
dienne of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ fame, 
here on guest engagement. 

Kassner, magician, a hit here at 
Royal Orpheum. One month con- 
tract prolonged for second time. 

Breitbar, jr., son of famous strong 
man who died last year, perform- 
ing in same character at Royal Or- 
pheum, 

Irene Varsanyi down with Influ- 


enza. To do ‘Her Excellency’s Toe 
bacco Shop,’ new comedy, on re- 
covery. 

Anna Bella, French screen star, 
here to act in new Osso picture, 
‘American Boy,’ victim of ‘flu as 
soon as she arrived. 

Popularizing film industry by a 
broadcast from Hunnia Studios 


during the taking of a scene in new 
picture, ‘Piri Knows Everything.’ 
Sari Fedak to hold recital, entl- 
Happened to Me,’ giving 
reminiscences of her life, flavored 
with old and new song numbers that 


she used to, and still expects to, 
use, 
New attack from conservative 


quarters against modern dramatists 


comes from Academy of Science and 
Letters. Annual prize for best play 
of the vear was given to a highly 
| moral Easter Passion Play. while 
ecretary's report accused all other 
dramatists of tiie vear of appealing 
to the public's worst instincts with 


| 


immorality. 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





\ record un 
shows | 
Two dark l V\ eeks for Ohio and 
Hanna. | 
Ted WGAR doing | 

} 

' 


Chick and on 


personals. 


Winton may be renamed Lorenzo 
Carter hotel. | 

Nick Nichols to be welded to Celia 
Manuel in June 

Phil Selzni or on ca talk | 
back—laryngitis | 

Lew Leslie refusea to let Ethel 
Water broadcast. 

Peter Higgins , he’s going tor 

1 n Chicago. 

Coste ! ts Cameo to promote | 
septa t neé show 

Industrial exhibit drawing em | 
into State's lobby. 

Leonard Laux, sax tooter, to wed 


Fern Roth, dancer. 
Vietor Gallo replaces Moe Costello 
Cameo treasurer, 

Cisler deserts 


as ; 
Peoria 


Steve sta- 


tion to take his old job. 
Charitev Avellone papa of a ceven- 


pounder gal, Nancy Lou. 
~ Georges Thow now tooting his} 
trump with Isham Jones. | 
Georze Gordon back on ail 
igain a r two weeks idle 
Dixie Shaw assembling unit id 
shows for bookings in Ohio. 
Mercedes White is monicker of} 
Hipp’s new brunet cashier. 
It’s harder to get past Palace's | 
doorman than Hoover's sec 
Night dens putting out ginger | 
ale under their own names. 
Art Catlin doubling as manage! 
at Loew's Stillman and State. 


Dick Zeisler’s burley house being 
sued by one sheet for ad bills. 
David Pinski, Yiddish playwright, 
feted here on his 60th birthday. 
Clyde Bates quitting burley stage 
to go farming at Oak Groves, Ore. 
Two more dark legit weeks, caus- 
ing cricks go Sirovich to make copy. 
Gene Ford to start rehearsals of 
Loew's local talent revue this week. 
Noel Holmes’ stage sketches in 
‘Peedee’ are usually framed by stars. 
30b Ripa tied up traffic catching 





balls thrown off Keith’s 105th build- 
ing. 

Joe Cook dickering with Colum- 
bia and Radio to film his last mu- 
sical. 

toy Eastman, Palace’s treasurer, 
back in uniform again as service 
chief. 

Judith Sherrill is town’s newest 
air wow with her female baritone 
voice, 


Camel music stands in Mort] 
Downey's vaude act got wiseacers’ 
spoots. 

Bob Horter angeling local talent 
musical comédy for tour~opening in 
Erie, Pa. 

Gene Hamilton, 
but still 
appen. op. 

Johnny Johnson, hoofing localite, 
joined Gene Austin’s act touring 
RKO time. 

Merle Housh, formerly of ‘Hiram 
and Henry’ air team, has gone back 
to Wichita, 

Jack Blanchette, Eyesham Jones, 
guitarist, marrying Denver girl here 
this month. 

Chic Johnson got word from wife 
in California that he’s to be a proud 
papa again. 

Olson and Johnson signed for 
series of Radio film shorts, start- 
ing in June, 

Idle theatre boys trying in vain 
to grab off political plum jobs under 
new regime. 

One dance den has cut rates to 10 
cents per head on special nights to 
drag ‘em in, 


out 
broadcasting 


of hospital, 
about his 





Ed Jacobs, ‘News’ crick, had 
‘poke’ picked, but t’was only one 
smacker in it, 

Earl Dancer, Ethel Waters’ ex- 


hubby here, still catches her shows 
when in town. 

Both Eddie Melniker and Charlie 
Barron called to New York by 
deaths of mothers. 

Joe Pacerra moves into manager's 
office at Uptown, with Jim Garrier 
shifted to New York. 

Tony Wons claims he _ inspired 
Gene Carroll's ‘Jake and Lena’ idea 
in Chicago back when. 

Barney McDevitt grabbed more 
space for Morton Downey than any 
other p.a. this semester. 

3ee Sousa, dancer, featured in 
local when her grandfather, 
John Vhilip Sousa, died. 

Rosa Ponselle, after recuperat- 
ing here from laryngitis for two 
weeks, renewing her tour. 

Barney McDevitt joined Morton 
Downey here as his p.a., after be- 
ing farmed out by Fred Waring. 

Things can’t be so bad when 
scrubwoma) taxi to work, doubling 
in a coupla theatres at nights. 

Frank Hines plugging for assist- 
ant manager's job at civic hall, but 
considering Ben Bernie's offer, too. 

Barbara Bennett of movies de- 


olios 


ooo 


} mugger 


| Columbia’s artists’ bureau takes him 


| averdupois. 


interest 


gin and others starting October 
1932. 


and 
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“ast from Cleveland to A.C. and | 
‘*hicago. | 


Bob 


‘ 
( 
Startzman 
who's scramming 


is another burley | 
for farm | 


at South Coventry, Ky., times being 
what they are. 

= ey’re now saying that ghost} 
singer in abandoned Colonial is | 
Trentini, who get gypped out of a} 
pay check there years ago. | 


P ] 
Mort Downey burning because 


for 15° commission and is not giv- 
ing him nv advance prblicity 

j 

Hartford | 

Foreign films going strong n»ere. 


Bill Jones’ painting graces Capi- 
t< l lobby. 


Harvey Cocks adds considerable 


Neigbs doing better in many cases 


than downtown theatres. 





Henry Needles recovers from 
grippe attack and report for work 
Hartford Times starts annual 
! hoe spelling bee con 
, 

David Cohen back at the Allyn, 
returning from the Capitol, New 
London. 

Strand doing business with dou- | 
ble feature first runs, first time in 
LS years 

Bat Battalino, local resident and | 
ex-lightweight champion, loses the 







of local fight fans. 
Local critics give Fanchon-Marco 


Montmartre idea the credit of hav- | federal tax on football game _ re- 
ing the best looking Sunkist beau- | ceipts, involving about $30,000 a 
ties here in the last two years. season. 

Horace Bushneli Memorial an- Cab Calloway short on State 
nounces almost complete advance | screen last week preceded current 
sell out of concert tickets for 1932- | Minnesota appearance of band in 
1933. Total estimate around $90,000. | person. 

New idea in town. Ask for cor- Brief initial announcement of 
rect time and you get a brief ad- | ‘Crazy Quilt’ engagement at Metro- 
vertising message before getting | politan March 27 brought flood of 
the hour. Charge to advertiser is | mail orders. 
$5 an hour. Mayor's committee to fight ‘in- 

Local theatrical managers receive | decent’ periodicals wants city ordi- 
assurar.ce from Connecticut sena- | nance on subject to conform with 
tors and representatives in Con- | state law. 
gress at Washington that they will Steve Dickenson and Walter 
vote against tax on low-priced | Hickey, veterans of film industry, 


tickets. 

Robert Kellog issues program for 
his concert which includes 
Rosa Ponselle, Yehudi Menuhin, 
Lucrezia Borzia, Giovanni Martin- 
elli, Feodor Chaliapin, Sigrid One- 


course 


Thomas lighting cigarette... 
Mortesson donning. spats.,..Lloyd 
washing up...Stuart visiting his 
old buddies...Shubert complaining 
about the way his name is spelled 
...-Herbert for new coaching con- 
tracts...Eppie selling insurance 
broadeasting...Carmody shop- 
ping for a non-stop run hose... 
Daniels writing publicity...Morin 
gazing askance at the Princess... 
Prince playing for politics...West 
Hartford rag quits publication... 
Rialto featuring Russian films with 
success...Basketball takes a slide 
for worse...Managers peeved with 
tax idea...‘Shanghai Express’ 
brings flock of Chinese to Allyn... 
ancing girls auction off clothes at 
Manchester affair...Jail term for 
man who toted odor bomb at the- 
atre...Connecticut democrats havy- 
ing old fashioned row pending 
forthcoming elections. 


a 


Albany 


By Henry Retonda 


— 


Stage hands in Albany have vol- 
untarily taken a 10% cut. 
Harry Papoyanakos of Potsdam 
sporting a new automobile. 
Strand has erected a new box 
office in the lobby. Troy theatre 
also. 
Florence Nash was a speaker at 
a meeting of the City club of Al- 
bany. 

Harry Roussa of the Strand at 
Washington has recovered from in- 
juries suffered in auto crash. 





at Utica and Elmira, is now operat- 
ing his ewn house, the Carthage, at 
Carthage. 

The Wonderland, 
the Palace have 
Covington. 

Bert Freese 


Croghan 
reopened at Fort 


is to be the manager 


of the First Division Exchange, 
opening new offices in film row 
about April 1. 

Union help at the Leland, Ritz, 


Albany and Madison has been given 
two weeks’ notice. The outcome is 


| operate on exploitation stunts tickled 


| without 


268, nearly twice as much as year 
ago, 

H. L. Knappen, ERPI district 
|sales manager, in Swedish hospital 


Larry Carkey, formerly with WB} 


and | 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Shoppers’ Guide folds. 

Frigid blasts finally vanishing. 

Local baseball club in training 
Montgomery, Ala. 

El Brendel’s willingness 


} 
| 


at 


to co- 


and Mrs. Henry Selden, dedicated 
his book, ‘The Devil Drives’ to ‘The 
Goodly Company of Elm Place.’ 
Vaude took a hand in amateur 
boxing card when Bill Robinson sat 
in Katzman’s corner against Ken 
Whitmer’s protege, Esposito, with 
Joe Cook neutral. The boys battled 
to a draw. Whitmer, orchestra di- 
rector at Loew, has been training 





Publix. 

Harold Kaplan, 
home with 
it. 

Rube Bernstein's Columbia wheel 
troupe, ‘Hollywood Honeys,’ at Gay- 
ety indefinite. 

Federal dry agent up on charges} 
of being drunk and disorderly in | 
raided club here. 

Lecture engagement of Kenneth | 
MacGowan cancelled because 
Hollywood duties. 

Shopping News running serial o 
Clark Gable’s life, first and only 
reading matter ever 

Syd Beeil Minnesota 


man, elected judge a 


Minnesota 
grippe and 


man- |} 
back 


ager 


of 





e 
L 


mainte- 
t Minne-| 


1€, 





nance 


tonka Mills. No opposition. 
Branton-La Piner weekly picture 

party for poor and orphan kids had 

El Brendel in person for its star. 


In face of depression, Golden 
Gloves’ boxing tournament drew $7,- 


with injuries sustained in auto acci- 
dent. 
University 


of Minnesota to fight 


have joined local Columbia exchange 
sales’ staff. 

Garnet Allard, 
Publications’ art 
great collection 
screen star photos. 

Engagement announcement of Lou 
Breese, Minnesota orchestra con- 
ductor, to Capitola Howe, local 
model, made first page. 

sua Wing, artist and Caniéri Dug, 
titled and edited 16 mm. film for 
Capt. Billie Fawcett, publisher, at 
latter’s Breezy Point estate. 

Mischa Bergman, assistant con- 
ductor at Minnesota, threw party 
for orchestra and then was sur- 
prised by one on his birthday. 

E. J. and A, W. Behr building 
new 600-seat film house at Bemidji, 
Minn. Bennie Berger now has two 
houses there and controls town. 

On two hours’ notice, John Dilson 
learned juvenile role and replaced 
Kenneth Rowland, taken suddenly 
ill, in ‘The Vinegar Tree’ at Shubert. 

Barbers organizing to stabilize 
prices. With some ‘cutting haircut 
prices from 50c. to 25c., claim is 
made that average barber here now 
is earning only $10 a week. 

Prof. Oscar W. Firkins of Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, playwright and 
nationally known dramatic critic, at 
one time with The Nation and The 
New York Weekly Review, dead. 

Mrs. William Fawcett lost first 
legal skirmish in divorce suit when 
court refused her permission to in- 
spect books of publishing company 
or restrain company from moving 
outside state. 

Twin City Theatres Corp., com- 
prising former local film salesmen 
and now operating successful 10c. 
Garrick in St. Paul loop, have pur- 
chased big Princess theatre, uptown 
house here, from Clyde Hitchcock. 


wife of Fawcett} 
director, boasts} 
of autographed 


{ 








Rochester 


By Don Record 





» 
\. 


i. 
title. 

Warsaw 
day dances. 

City fathers panned for licensing 
slot machines. 

Karl Van Hoesen has published 
set of books for violin beginners. 

Rochester Civic Music Associa- 
tion raising $109,000 for activities. 

May Williams of Lockport elected 


of } Glee Club wins state 


village board bars Sun- 





expected some time this week. 


Utica, taken over by Warner Bros. 
James Rose, former Pathe sales- 


Lou Lazar, Joseph Bernhard and} 
D. E. Weshner made an inspection 
of the Avon, Fox and Majestic, 


Mardi Gras queen at Mechanics In- 
stitute here. 


Paul Benton, associate editor of 
the ‘T-U,’ addressing many groups, 


often 4 to 6 a week, 
Rowland G. Edwards, manager of 





man and former Fox manager, has 
been made assistant to 
Thompson, booker for Skouras in 
New York. 

Doc Peyton, who opened a week 
at the Strand, collapsed after the 
completion of his second day’s per- 
formance and had to be taken to 














Albany hospital. The band finished 
out the week's engagement. It was 
said at the hospital that Peyton had 





serted Palm Beach to meet hubby, 
Morton Downey, during Cleveland 
date 

It took three letters from Loew 
official before they got rid of 
squeak from Louis Yuhas’ piano 
peda! 

Dic Zeisler’s burlesk spot re- 
ported to have forestalled closing 
orders by digging up ua coupla new 
angels. 

Pop Lanning has tied up Palace 
acts with Straus Hotel chain broad- 





symptoms of scarlet fever, 


a mn ew oe ve 





Harry | 


the Auditorium, has opened book- 
ing office in New York. 

George Fleming Houston, former 
American Opera Company singer, 
brought back as soloist with Civic 
Orchestra. 

Eastman theatre renovated 
new paint, curtains and carpets. 
Atmospheric note achieved by Pub- 
lix eliminated. 


witl 


Iesposito. 


Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 


Politics getting warm. 
Grand dark until next fall. 
Snow fell here on March 9. 


Paramount has stage review. 


Frank Dudley on staff at Tivoli. 

Joe Moss in town for a business 
trip. 

Rubin Gruberg carries a walking 
stick. 

Little Theatre givin: some fair 
shows. 

Jerry Walket back on job at 
Strand. 

Cold wave did not hurt theatre 


business. 
Jimmie 
Strand. 
Tommie 
in new job. 

No more 
Paramount. 

Pacific Coast Whaling Co. has ex- 
hibition here. 

‘Bud’ Davis, late minstrel star, on 
Strand vaude. 

Minneapolis baseball club here for 
spring training. 

Rubin & Cherry Model Shows to 
leave here April first. 

Despite the cold weather, 
Kennedy does not wear a hat. 

Performers from Camp Benning, 
Ga., give show at Little theatre. 


Pepper improves interior 
of 
McConnell making good 


changes are expected at 


Mer. 


Kansas City 
Will R. Hughes 


National A.A.U. basketball tour- 
nament in session here this week. 
Opening of spring racing meet at 





Riverside officially announced as 
May 21. 

Twenty-fifth annual pure food 
and drug show in Convention hall 


drawing thousands. 
Jloe.Glick, who n.anage dl the.Shu- 


bert when the Shubert vaudeville 
units were born, is manager with 


‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Women radio broadcasters have 
organized the American Radio Ar- 
tists club. Mrs. Aubrey Waller 
Cook is president. 

The Liberty is not ‘rolled’ up, as 
a ‘Variety’ printer made it appear, 
but dolled up—new seats, drapes, 
paint and everything. 

Dott Massey is tle new director 
of the Pla-Mor orchestra. Chic 
Scroggin and his band have moved 
to the Hotel Gibson, Cincinnati. 

One recent Saturday night found 
a crowd of 8,000 persons attending 
the basketball finals; 6,000 at the 
hockey game and 4,000 at the walk- 
athon., 

Town's newest supper club, the 
Terrace cafe at the Bellerive hotel. 
opened St. Pat’s evening with Bert 
Lown’'s orchestra, band’s first visit 
west of the Mississippi. 

Orpheum, home of the Woodward 
stock, closed 


Saturday after a 
struggle. O. D. Woodward, man- 
ager, announced he would reopen 


after changes in the company. 

Eugene Evans, Ermal Lime and 
John Gillespie, ex-operators, whose 
bomb killed a porter in Loew's Mid- 
land, have been sent down the river 
to Jefferson City for a long stay— 
life. 

‘Green Pastures’ in its second 
week at the Shubert is the first 
two-week run for the house in three 


years. Second week was not an- 
nounced until Wednesday of the 
first week. 

Alvin Crocker, of northern Mis- 


souri, but better known in England, 
where his ‘Songs I Heard at Moth- 
er’s Knee’ became famous, is here 
organizing a 12-piece band to take 
to England. 

Theatrical folks will be grieved to 
learn of the ng of Dr. John R. 
Snell, house physician at the Hotel 
Baltimore since 1903. The doctor 
was 90 and fought in the civil war 
of the rebellion under the confeder- 
ate flag. 

The Provincials, recently organ- 
ized to foster playwrighting in the 
middle west, gave their first pro- 
duction, ‘The Inconstant Moon.’ The 
play is the work of Henry C. Tas 
kell, local newspaper’ writer. It 
was directed by Jack Moftit. 

Jan Garber pulled a boner in one 
of his radio plugs for professional 
| night at the Hotel Muehlbach 
|} Where his band is featured. He in- 
formei his listeners that  profes- 
sionals from the Mainstreet and the 
Shubert would be guests. Cast ot 


passi 











Virgil Markham, who summered 


at Elm Place, the Avon home of Mr. 


‘Green Pastures’ at the Shubert are 
negroes, and they don't mix here. 


<<a 





Denver 


Claude Watson back selling 


fos 
M-G-M. 


Barney Rose, Universal mer., in 
Nebraska. . 
Ben Carter has remodeled tha 


Rex and installed sound, 
Packed screening room 
first showing of ‘Scarface.’ 
Betty Craig, ‘Post’ picture critic, 
in hospital, slowly improving. 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ filmed for 
police officials for Fox exchange. 
Police substations being dong 
away with since using radio cars. 
Libel case for $150,000 results in 
$2 general and $1 special damages, 


sreet ed 





| 
|. 





Mike Smith, U. S. Army post 
booker, here lining up films for the 
oldiers. 


Robert Garry, RKO division pub. 


licity megr., returned to Omaha 
headquarters. 

Collections by state on auta 
licenses $1,052,250, compared to 


$1,245,949 last year. 
‘Post’ reviewing first run pictureg 
again. Out for few months, but de- 


mand forced ’em back. 
Jim  Killorin, Warner auditor, 
goes to Seattle as auditor in Shef- 


field Film Exchange headquarter: 
‘News’ started timetable of ‘Le 
ture films and stage shows in first 
run houses, and ‘Post’ followed suit, 
Police seek public aid in drive 


lé 


on 
gamblers. Claim all known joints 
closed, but want help in finding 
others. 
Selena Royle and Roger Prior 
signed for leads in Elitch stock this 


summer. 
years ago. 

For first time skating allowed on 
park lakes in March. selow zere 
for five days. Unusual! Breaks 52- 
year record. 

If new police court created re- 
cently is declared unconstitutional 
Denver will have to refund al! fines 
imposed by the judge. 

Margaret Perry, Denver girl, and 
la‘ely in ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ 
enters pictures, home folks hear, by 
way of ‘After All’ (M-G-M). 


Miss Royle was here two 


Jack Lucas has resigned as man- 
|; ager Comet theatre and Mollie 


Moidel, daughter of the owner, Mrs, 


| C. M. Moidel, is the new boss. 





Fred Marriott, formerly instruc- 
tor and organist at University of 
Chicago, replaces Margaret Robe 


erts as organist at the Denver. 
Joseph G. Brown, city editor Dens 
ver ‘Trib’ under Eugene Field, m.e., 
dead, Past 15 years in charge of 
newspaper room at public library. 
Christine Maple, Denver _ girl, 
visited here after a season in Ziege 
feld’s ‘Follies.’ On her way to 
Hollywood, where her parents. live. 
Yellow Dogs’ shindig called off— 
all film 


salesmen on road and no 
out-of-town exhibs in. Hope to pull 
it off during exhibs’ convention, 


probably in May. 

Mary Elitch Long was honored at 
huge birthday party at Women's 
Press club previous to her going to 
California. She founded Elitch’s 
gardens in 1890 and a few years 
later built the Elitch theatre. 

J. R. Orr, Fox news cameraman, 
and J. O. Porter, recorder, back 
from seven weeks in Yellowstone 
making shots from air and ground 
of scenery and animals. Trans- 
ported sound truck on bobsled most 
of trip. 

The following out-of-town offi- 
cia’s visiting exchanges here: H,. C. 


Cohen, Pacific Coast supervisor 
RKO; E. M. Saunders, N. Y. sales 


manager, and H. P. Wolfberg, dis- 
trict manager, Kansas City, M-G-M;3 
J. B. Burt, N. Y., traveling auditor 
Fox; Norman H. Moray, sales mane 
ager Vitaphone, N. Y., and Neil H. 
3rower, Los Angeles west coast 
division mgr. Warner Bros. 


Indianapolis | 


By H. Gene Haynes 





Weather helping. 

Double runs haven't hit town yet. 

General Motors Exposition April 
2 for seven-day stand. 

B. V. Sturdivant, Indiana mogul, 
has returned from St. Louis trip. 

Ken Collins’s wife is seriously ill 
at Methodist hospital. Collins man- 
ages Apollo. 

Several members of the Charlie 
Davis band working tri-weekly spot 
over WKBF for local commercial. 


Ted Nicholas, Publix p. a., are 
ranging to fill lobby with an air- 
plane and airplane parts for eX- 


ploitation of ‘Lost Squadron.’ 

Local dance bands finding going 
tough with big name bands coming 
in. Summer jobs also hard to find 
with lake halls cutting prices. 

Basketball state final tourney aid- 
ed theatres last week end with 
average daily draw of 15,000 per- 
sons, with 90° from out state. 

Ben Bernie, Jean Goldkette and 
Biaginni bands booked in at Indiana 


root by Manager Tom Devine. Has 
been filling roof, however, wit!) 


smaller bands at popular prices be- 
fore §:30 p. m. 

Mare Wolf, manager Great Lakes 
division for Publix, says the Charli 
Davis band with Slim Green will 
make circuit of all Indiana Publix 
houses outside Indianapolis. Unit 
to stay out three weeks, with per- 
haps a repeat tour. 
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San Francisco 





RKO’s Golden Gate 10 years old. 
Municipal symphony season over. 


Paderewski due at Dreamland 
April 10. : 

‘Flute Concert in Sanssouci,’ at 
Filmarte. 


Howard Thurston adheres to a 


ere diet. 
wint Cotton to Los Angeles for 


Villa Moret. “ey 
Mrs. Somerset Maugham visiting 
jends here. 

eeert Nauss baching it while 

frau vacations. ; 

Rita Bell back in 
KGW, Portland. 

Will Rogers, 
speeding charges. : 

Ss. M. Weller here in advance ot 
Walter Hampden. 

John Hilliard still p.a, for 
gton after 20 years. 

Al Burgess out as local rep_ for 
Stept-Powers, publishers. 

Meredith Willson is an accom- 
plished one-handed pianist. 

It’s a boy at the home of Jimmy 
Chapman, FWC film booker. 

Clarence Darrow and wife sailed 
for Hawaii and the Massie trial. 

Dobbsie’s fourth anniversary on 
the air included free show at War 
pers. 

Eugene Wackerow and Max Ko- 
lander, both vet musicians, died las 
week. 

Floyd Gibbons due to dock here 
April 5, back from the Oriental 
fracas. 

After all these years in the the- 
atre Paul Ash hasn’t compiled a 
scrap book. 

Fletcher Owens the guiding hand 
ef Villa Moret now that Charlie 
Daniels is out. 

Cousin of Jesse James wrote into 
focal radio team and protested their 
singing ‘Poor Jesse James.’ ’ 

Charles Campbell of New York 
Church Mouse’ cast out here for 
Coast showing with Colleen Moore. 

Both Anson Weeks and Tom 
Gerun due for another Lucky Strike 
broadcast. Next will be Weeks’ 
sixth. 

Grace Tibbett, divorced wife of 
Lawrence Tibbett, here negotiating 
for an NBC contract as a film chat- 
terer. 


the 
town frorn 


Jr., in court on 


Thur 


Sam and Carolyn Moore and 
Dixie Marsh join NBC, leaving 
Dobbsie’s hour, where they first 


crashed radio. 

Rodney Pantages and wife up for 
“Lucky Day’ opening. Lew Osterle, 
former p.a. for old Pan circuit, in 
advance of show. 

Musicians’ ball with unemployed 
erk of 75 and all conductors in 
town packs Muny auditorium and 
grosses $2,000 at four bits. 


Jameson Thomas takes. over 
‘Church Mouse’ lead, replacing 
Howard Miller, who temporarily 


handled the role in Oakland. 

Belle Livingstone made a brief 
etop-over here after deserting and 
panning Reno. Stayed long enough 
to spin a few yarns for the Press 


Club and then scrammed for Noo 
Yawk. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 








Gene Rodgers is now 22. 

City golf courses opened. 
Nebraska won the Big 6 Indoor. 
Frank Radcliff has a new flivver. 
_ is trying an all-day-two- 


Skip Dea i 
eadio. n has hooked up with 
State has a split-week second-r 
policy. Pp ond-run 
ill Taylor is an a ‘ity 
dileaion y uthority on 
The A. Q. Schimmel’s have a 714- 
Pound heiress. 
Ray Baird got a $27 diamond for 
$45 at an auction. 
Ac Hudkins’ nephew wants to be 
the next ‘Wildcat.’ 
State had its fourth 
Screening in a year. 
Doc Larivee’s back from honey- 
mooning in California. 
Dave, Charlie Shire's 
clerks at the Cornhusker. 
Marjorie Corington to make a trip 
east for business reasons. 
Bill Tilden’s troupe ping-ponged 
fore 700 in the Coliseum, 
, Army officers delivering wholesale 
€ctures on Sino-Jap mess. 
Civic holier-than-thous 
ever Omaha liquor cleanup. 
Secret about A. M. Avery's initials 
that his first name is Adna, 
Jerry Chapety reminiscing about 
ys with the old ‘101 Ranch.’ 
Chuck Wiles took his xylophone 
and went to Excelsior Springs. 
Buddy Howe tried about five dif- 
erent acts during his stay here. 
‘ This is Eunice Chapin’'s 
— Her dad is a banker here. 
es 70V. Bryan, true to family tradi- 
on, has presidential aspirations. 
Three hundred sex macazines 
Were confiscated from newsstanids. 


midnight 


brother, 


jubilant 


iz Mayor set aside week for orran- 

ed drive for Symphony ticket 

Bales. ’ 

ten Cbraska and Creighton B-RP 
ams put on a two game series 


for unemployed 


Scott Dye dropped fight promo- | 


on when he couldn't get a house 


po Sao tin drag. 

e onic manufacturers sued he- 

eo customer took a dose and ran 
ia] 


4 telephone pole. 


J 


home | 


ack Leonard got a punch out of | 


‘Tarzan’ since he and Weismuller 
used to swim together. 

Case before the radio comish 
coming to naught, WCAJ and WOW 
are splitting time as was. 

Talk of hour-long football pic- 
tures to capitalize on interest in 
spring practice. Managers wary. 

Using local names on the mar- 
in addition to regular two-act 
ills to lengthen Stuart stage shows 

Atty-Genl. Sorenson postponed 
lied Theatre-Film Board of Trade 
1earing until after Federal court 
ction on a similar case. 


‘ee 





Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 


First kosher delicatessen opens 
in burg. 


Girl deputy sheriff goes on first 
iquor raid. 
Ham and eggers in fights just 


retting that. 

Chain stores keeping local shop- 
ping guide alive. 

Meat men now giving away soup 
bones to customers, 


Clearing house refuses to cash 
‘ounty school warrants. 
Horse opera features now in the 


nabs with serials as fillers. 
Town awful wet. Heavy rains 
filled cellars and bottles floating. 
Deluxe malt milk shop opens in 
former hotel entrance on main drag. 


at Blue Mouse giving coffee and 
cigs. 

RKO cuts admish during picture 
run to 35 cents after 6. Was 50 
cents, 

Headliners at RKO featured at 
auto show. xo00d biz for both the- 
atre and show. 

Dry informers begging prominents 
to sell them, 
uncle and aunt. 

aul Whiteman Hong, 
biggest papers, not wearing 
shirts any more. 

Federal hoosegow at McNeils so 
full they are shipping them to Fort 
Lewis, near here. 

Roosevelt for President clubs are 
popping up in all the villages and 
hamlets hereabouts. 

Sunday ‘Ledger’ drops to 5 cents 
first Sunday sheet in N, W. to cut. 
Showed 5,000 increase. 

Reported here eight American 
fliers left for China on last ship. 
Trying to keep it quiet: 

Reported local Japs have received 
orders to prepare to sail for their 
homeland. Thousands here. 

Man pinched in Seattle, who said 
falsely he was Monte Blue, now in 
local bastile charged with forgery. 

Former deputy county auditor, 
charged with being shy $12,000, used 


sports ed 
silk 


to time the fisticuff shows, under 
arrest. 

Chinese present Bob’ Short’s 
mother with panel in memory of 
Tacoma aviator killed in Jap- 
China conflict. 

Twenty-two-year-old prohi_ in- 


former jailed for threatening two 
boys with blackjack he says he got 
from Fed. agent. 

Fight promoters 
coin-takers making 
than theatre managers. 
even have to advertise, 

County officer given gate because 
he helped mayor by allowing no 
date check of former club in co. 
affairs to be photoed. It was a sen- 
sation and still is. 


and wrestling 
more money 
They don't 





Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 





Fred Beck at Alhambra organ. 

Gayety co-op burlesque giving 
zood shows. 

Claire Dux featured 
program at Pabst. 

Annual bachelors’ ball at Wiscon- 
sin Club April 2, and it’s Leap Year. 

Contracts signed for main enter- 
tainment features of State Fair, 
Auz. 28-Sept. 2. 
| New court house now fully ten- 
| 


in Goethe 





anted, but public still gets lost in 
the massive building. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
scheduled for Pabst, set back until 
lafter Easter because of conflict in 
bookings. 
Lawrence Gross, co-author of 
| ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ divorced by 
lhis third wife, Theodores, a native 
j}of Mexico, on cruelty grounds. 

} Advertising signs on Wisconsin 
| highways number 1,779. A local pa- 
| per, opposed to such advertising, 
1/78, a cemetery 41 and a sausage 
maker 33. 


' Signing himself ‘A Christian,’ an 
'\ individual who several weeks ago 
gained free entrance to the Wiscon- 


isin via a side door mailed 75 cents 
l!to Russell Leddy, manager. 
Blind persons, accompanied hy 


some one responsible for their safe- 
itv, will be admitted free to Wiscon- 


isin and Upper Michigan film the- 
jatres if recommendation of state 
board of motion picture theatre 
owners’ Assn. is adopted. 


} 


Cinema guild in Sat. night shows | 





Duluth 


By James Watts 





Duluth’s oldest hotel, the Mur- 
ray, razed. 


Al Anson, Publix manager, visits 


range cities, 

Golfers eager for the start. Golf 
schools active, 

Hockey team plays last league 


game here Tuesday (22). 
Bootleggers face real peril. White 


Northwest, closed temporarily. 

Charter body considers petitions 
for return to aldermanic govern- 
ment, 

New Civic 
organized with 
director. 

Zoo 
tilt-a-whirl 
features, 

With 
navigation expected to 
earliest in history. 

Practical jokers start epidemic of 
false calls to doctors, taxi-drivers 
and firemen. One offender has his 
laugh in jail. 

Ivar Kreuger, who committed 
suicide in Paris, recently took over 
match factories in Duluth and 
Cloquet, Minn. 

Farmers sell butter at 10 cents 
a pound at small markets. Best 
potatoes advertised at Duluth store 
for 5 cents a peck. 

Ernest Lachmund, former pupil 

Franz Liszt, composes tone- 
entitled ‘The Adventurer,’ 
forth incidents of the old 


Symphony orchestra 
Walter E. Lang as 


installs 
and 


merry-go-round, 
other amusement 


] 


lake open 


| of 
poem 
setting 
master. 
Drive to cut teachers’ salaries 





One stool stuck his | 


} 


hits snag when questionnaire shows 
all of them spend 88 per cent of 
earnings here and half spend 100 
per cent here, 

Col. William F. Henry, long 
friend of the theatre and the circus, 
was guest at a party given at the 
Kitchi Gammi club commemorating 
his birthday and 4list anniversary 
las advertising manager of ‘The 


} 


| Herald.’ 





Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 





Orpheum goes to 4 stage shows 
da ils: 


ony Park, 

Business picking up. Retailers 
quit giving customers free parking. 

Frank V. Kennebeck now in Aus- 
tralia with Brother John and Par- 
Pub. 

Augie Hlermann heads Popular 
Amusement company ads and pub- 
licity. 

toy Bargy, pianist-arranger for 
Paul Whiteman, is ‘that way’ over 
parchesi, 

William Brimmer new manager 
First National here, succeeding L. 





| (. Durham, resigned. 


| Majestic 


| 
} 
} 





| 


has | 


Dick Cook in hospital—auto crash. | 

‘Crazy Quilt’ booked for Met last 
of March. 

Art and Morton Havel shot into| 
Sioux City. 

Phil Andrews’ chiseling space 

head of Weems. 

Al Wagener, ‘News’ city ed, get 
fashionable—appendicitis. 
| pin derby a bust with but 


Pierce moved to new RKO 
at San Antonio, tempo- 
rarily succeeded by Bob Gary. 

Brandeis stock folds after two- 
months. Jack Paige, Frances Dale, 
et al, moving on to Des Moines. 

Bill Terry, first baseman of the 
New York Giants, has a yen to ap- 
pear before ‘the one-eyed monster.’ 

Jack Schlaifer, new general sales 
manager of Universal, an uncle of 
Charlie Schlaifer, Publix exploiter 
here, 

Emmett Lockard of Empress at 
Kearney succeeds Harold Adlinger 
as manager of Columbus at Colum- 
bus, Neb. 

Harry Ruby’s wife has been un- 
dergoing a weight reduction pro- 
gram at a physical culture hotel in 
Danville, N. Y. 

Paramount ties up with the chil- 


Roy 


dren's Community Playhouse pro- 
ductions Saturday mornings, get- 
ting two-bits from kids and 35c 
from adults. Average, 800. 
‘Three's a Crowd’ showing can- 
celed here because school board re- 
fu.ed high school auditoriums, only 


available spots, after ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
ruc Joy Sutphen turned back 
a grand in advance sales. 


St. Paul 


Ceorge LaVictoire flu victim. 


kus, 





T 


) cash customers showing up. 


Art White, WCCO studio chief 
in St. Paul, now singing in Orpheum 
pit 

Marty Mullin and Charlie Win-j| 


chell in town to Publix staff 


mee over, 


give 


Ilotels get a break as most of 


mule sells at 50 cents a pint, 
Steel plant, biggest industry of | 


units spend three weeks’ layoff here, 
isiting incoming units. ’ 
Whitledge and Barry jumped from 
tt. Paul to Cincy for week before 
ontinuing with unit at Seattle. 
Entire usher force at Orpheum 


Baltimore 


Met op the next big excitement, 
Looks like a sell-out. 

In Vic Hyde’s All-Baltimore Frollfe 
at the Hipp this week is Audrey 
Phelps of Catonsville, a suburb. 

Florence Nash, the play actress, 
due this week for a talk before the 
femmes of the Women’s City club. 

N. Y. Philharmonic series guar- 
antors here will take it on the chin 





enpartment in favor of taller lads, 





Lake Superior free of ice, | 


Harry Fisher’s band back at’Pé=7 


susted by Bill Kirby of RKO service | 


to the tune of $6,441, plus 50c. That's 


jthe shortage on the 1931-32 season 


Samuel Newman, formerly man-|/at the local Lyric. 
er of legit Met, now ad manager! Local girl who made good in mu- 
or civie sheet, ‘St. Paul Magazine.’ | sic al comedy booked here in vaude, 
Town a mecca for name bands] She's Eleanor Etheridge, who 
this week, with Weems at Lowry,|learned her paints and cues at the 
Pollack at Boulevards, and Meroff} local Play-Arts theatre. 
t Orpheum. Jim Shellman, advt. mgr. Sunday 
Remains of Auditorium Players,} ‘Sunpaper,’ now in his new town- 
eaded by Gene Shakespeare, put| house, where his extensive library 
mn ‘Broken Dishes’ in Central High} has been installed next to his pipe 
iud as benefit for troupers. lorgan room. Premises being warmed 
Mahoney, labor candidate for|up for a. house warming, or some- 
mayor with bhaliyhoo against gangs- | thing. 
ter rule, won over Bundlie, incum- | Ben Lyon returned to the old 
bent, by 60 votes in primary. | home town last week and was 
—$—— en ooen by the folks at the depot. 
° And the newspaper boys with their 
Memphis | brownies were there to take snap- 
| shots. Ben got a break in the 
By Walter D. Botto | dailies. 
—_-—— | A show boat, warped at a local 
" Gt ie ae |} dock all winter, is now used as a 
Skeets Genaro back. | Salvation Army refuge for the pave- 
Jack Thomas with RKO. |ment pounders. This floating the- 
| ‘Student Prince’ to fair business.|atre, in the good old days when 
Automobile show called off this |¢Veryone had one car in the garage, 
aye | played the bay and river towns of 
year. se Maryland and Virginia. 
Night clubs all closed but Silver Sepia symphony orchestra in firsi 


Slipper. 

Jimmie Klaer and ‘Curly’ Bruner 
have become songwriters. 

L. R. Pierce, RKO manager at 
Omaha, on his,vay to San Antonio. 

Radio tations trying to sell every 
advertiser in the paper. Tough 
sledding here. 

Hot Springs, Ark., hotels filled 
l'up with three months’ divorce sub- 





‘jects. It’s a good law for the hotels 
this year. 
The newspapers have played up 


Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’ as 1932 show. 


theatre managers by accepting a 
10% wage cut, reducing their sal- 
aries from $65 to $58.50, 

Bill Brennan, press agent of War- 
ner Brothers theatre, has left for 
Los Angeles to umpire the New 
York Giants games. Brennan is a 


regular member of the Southern 
League staff. 

Edad Kuykendall of Columbus, 
Miss., and M. A. Lightman, Mem- 


phis suburban theatre owner, were 
selected as tri-state representatives 
at the national meeting of Motion 


in Washington. The Tri-State 
meeting has been set for April 8 and 
9 at Memphis. 


Westchester 
By Al Grawterd 





Elsie Janis guest of Ilastings-on- 
Hudson A. L. 

Bogus $5 bills 
Feds investigating. 

‘Lysistrata’ in ‘2,200th big year’ 
advertised in stock in Mt. Vernon. 

Westchester county making plans 
for celebration of 250th anniversary 
of organization in 1933. 

Radio station WCOH, Yonkers, to 
move studio to top floor of Roger 
Smith hotel, White plains. 

Katherine Hepburn of ‘The War- 
rior’s Husband’ cast fined $109 {tor 
reckless driving in Harrison. 

R. O. Mast, 73, retired, but for 40 
years owner of roadhouse in Yonk- 
ers, committed suicide by gas. 

The 15th annual dinner of West- 
chester stage emplovees union held 
at Mt. Vernon attended by 100. 

J. Noel Macy, publisher of chain 
of dailies and weeklies in West- 
chester, Renoed. Wife, Mrs. Mary 
Martin Macy, gets custody of three 
children and substantial settlement. 
Macy son of late V. Everitt Macy, 


flooding county. 





theatrical promoter and oil op- 
| erator. 
James Mckay to Chicago to see | 


| Jack Dempsey about proposed Reno! 


fight in July. 
Brick Mitchell 
Nevada football 


| eoach of 
| 
| George Philbrook. 


eeding 


named 


1@am, suc 





Fifi Widener Holden’ enjoying 
|}qguiet sojourn here while waiting 
|for six weeks to pass. 
| Jean de Strelecki, French count 
j;and artist, placed several paintings 
of Reno scenery in salon in Paris. 

But one night elub in Reno has 


survived winter depression, but sev- 


;eral ready to open when tourists 
| start to arrive. 

| teno’s only bank holdup in two 
years was a “[Tflop. Stickup man 
caught in an hour with tolen coin 
and four days later was parked in| 
state prison. 

Tniversiiy studemts disenised 
With me ith-old crop of whiskers 
hold annual celebration in honor of 

|} Clarence Mackay. Prizes given fo 
tbest bunch of chin fuzz, 


| 
Picture Theatre -weners ot—henavictny = 


choral 
high 


coneert with colored 
| group jammed ’em at Negro 
school auditorium last week. sie 
success and more to follow. Under 
direction of Municipal Department 
of Music. Charles Harris conducted 
the fiddles and trumpets; Llewellyn 
Wilson ditto for the voices, 


_-- 


joint 





Cincinnati 
By Joe Kolling 





Abe Libson back on his old beat. 


31 ‘Vz ies’ is still in New . ; 
pe sagt, gg cornell New ordinance puts blackout on 
York. Fair business. BI eh Me ftom 

Motion picture operators have|’ Gea peace nn eee pe 
come to the aid of the harassed st — , aping 


on old rackets. 

Bill Stoess to name his air band 
‘Flying Dutchmen.’ 

Leggers yelping about shrinkage 
in St. Patrick’s Day biz. 

WLW has two femme trios— 
Sisters Three and Morin Sisters. 

Wee E. V. Dinerman developing 
into giant ad contactor for RKO, 

Business interests advancing 
money to Zoo for back pay of keep- 
ers, 

The Barge, river dansant, which 
floundered last summer, bobs anew 
as Club Flotilla. 
Sam “Cumin: 
with ‘Damaged 
by Ohio censors. 

Joe Stickler, formerly with film 
exchanges, succeeds Cliff Boyd as 
manager of Keith's. 

RKO managers gave Al Lever a 
party and traveling bag before his 
departure for Denver. 

Horace Heidt and His Cali- 
fornians, at Netherland Plaza for 
run, adopt Cincy as their second 
home, 

Street Railway Co. had 853,026 
less fares in February than same 
month last year and carried 84,853 
deadheads. 

Swiss Garden sans padlock and 
operating under old F. C. Lohman 
management with local band direct- 
ed by Lin Mendenhall. 

Gibson plugging Henry Thies 
band and Charlie Dameron in 50- 
foot streamer on Fountain Square 
side of hotel for greatest local flash. 





calling on exhibs 
Souls,’ just passed 





Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





Nelson 
| specs, 
senny Bell is another one looking 
for work, 
If the rust can be gotten off the 
| locks Pantages may reopen. 
Jack Dempsey is due here in a 
’ 


IIampton and his gold 





few weeks to take some dough. 
The Sunday concert of John Me- 
Cormack was postponed. sore 
| (hroat. 
| Ben Sims has plenty of time on 
|his hands, but he can never 
| reached, 
} Some of the world’s punkest radio 
programs are being sent out by 
; Southern stations. 
{| Rollin K. Stonebrook is resting 
|his weary body after working hours 
jat the Tom Jefferson. 

Rumors that Princess is being re- 
|; modeled for reopening ain’t so. it's 


be 


;sonna be a dress shop. 
Octavus Roy Cohen and wife 
; have a weakness for the bird cage 


jin Audubon Park, New Orleans. 

| Since Vernon Reaver failed to ge: 
}Fanchon & Marco units in at Pant- 
jages they may go in at Alabama. 

|} Radio stations are trying still to 


get a revision in Southern confer 
ence football ruling banning broad 
casts, 

Fairly certain that Lvyrie will re 
open with ‘ond run pictures ‘ 

th so many second run houses 

os I AT l ‘so few rr t 1 n, the 
| jirs runs wWili probably have to 
penance dai to provide seconds fo 
pile ieaper joints. figure i 
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Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘Polly’ Has Its Problems 
Temporarily—during the making 
of ‘Polly of the Circus’ at least— 
the studio rainbow has denied Ma- 


it can defy distances. In _ black, 
sleeveless tights, long black glo® 
and a high hat she’s a fascinating, 
somehow sinister figure, command- 
her ballet of chartreuse clad 


ing 


She, upon whom every considera-| girls with the distinction of ones pach 


rion Davies its usual beneficence. | 
tion used to be lavished, whose} 
pictures have never failed to look 
expensive, whose flair for comedy 
has always been encouraged, sud- 
denly appears to have become the 
stepchild of every department on/| 
the lot. The costume designer | 
alone stayed loyal. 

Throughout her light way with j 
eomedy is crushed by a heartless 


lack of co-operation from writing 
and direction. Even the ritual of 
making her a lovable lass misses 
its old canny thoroughness. Quite 
a to-do is made about her fine 
avility to wear tights, and justly 
too, but no one was honest enough 
to warn her that many a pair of 
tights have slithered sleekly by the 
hip-line only to meet defeat at al 
waistline. The mascaroing of he 
appended eyelashes is an unneces- 
sarily lumpy job, and the make-up 
of her mouth over-accents the 
shortness of her upper lip, an at- 
tribute more bewitching if it’s left 
alone. 

There’s an embarrassingly syn- 
thetic attempt to inject sex into a 
milk-and-water story by uneasy 
little conversations in bedrooms, 
and sporadic struggles for slapstick 
just as foreign in mood. Miss 
Davies has far too much to con- 
tend with in this production for her | 





personality ever to shake itself} 
free. 
Her costumes, jumper dresses 


with full short sleeves and neck- | 
lines done either with circular 
ruffles or tied with bows, each have 
the precious qualities of flattery 
and youth, and her satin negligee 
amusingly adapted from a double 
breasted Empire redingote presents 
a valuable idea to new-style-bent 
womanhood. Her audience ladies 
will remember mostly her clothes. 


Emil’s Grand New Grief 


Women have been unkind to Emil 
Jannings. In every picture they’re 
concerned not with making him 
happy, but with finding his suc- 
cessor. Always he’s betrayed—yet 
always he hopes this new girl will 
be different. He won't learn; he 
won't believe what anybody in the 
audience could tell him—that what- 
ever happens to him is all his fault. 
He demands beauty, fascination, 
elemental allure in his inamoratas, 
and then expects fidelity, too. 

Anna Sten, his current crush in 
‘Tempest,’ proves his taste is as 
good as ever and his luck as bad. 
She meets comparison with her 
predecessors Negri, De Putti, Dei- 
trich, triumphantly, and as they 
have done, should become a star in 
her own right. Her natural, seduc- 
tive femininity, surmounts stiflling- 
ly frumpy clothes, frizzy coiffure, 
drab surroundings. She has no help 
from her accoutrements, but she 
needs none. Camera angles have no 
power to mar the live youth of her 
warmly rounded face. 

She has wide-set 
flower petal mouth; 
cure against lighting and over- 
dressing. She plays a trollop of 
the German underworld, makes her 
a girl whose desires are simple, 
natural, unmoral., An _ imitation 
ermine coat is all she longs for: 
to get it she sulks like a child or 
promises herself, a promise with no 
more inherent wickedness than a 
child’s. She uses her sex appeal 
guilelessly, ingenuously: she doesn’t 


eyes and a 
these are se- 


plot, and so her allure is bound- 
less. She betrays Jannings, she 
strays from one man to another, 


but nobody blames her, for her mo- 
tives are so artless. 





Held Their Hats 

Should they remember the waves 
of critical praise that greeted the 
original presentation of ‘Three's a 
Crowd,’ Paramount patrons are apt 
to grow slightly contemptuous of 
legit theatre audiences. Certainly 
the ‘Three’s a Crowd’ that’s play- 
ing at the Paramount this week is 
nothing to fling hats in the air 
about. It has some extraordinary 
beautiful lighting, some interesting, 


|} Young does is straightforward, nat- 


technique and dynamic personality. | 


A New Loretta 


After several years apprentice- 
ship spent in turning her pretty 
face camera-wards, Loretta Young 
has suddenly become—of all things 
—an actress. Hints of this start- 
ling metamorphosis have been 


flickering across the screen of late, 
but not until ‘Play Girl’s’ arrival 
has it burst into a life sized fact. 
Now Miss Young is in the enviable 
position of possessing a face as 
aesthetic as yore, with a new found 


ability to express emotion as in- 
telligently as if she weren't so 
pretty. 

In ‘Play Girl’ everything Miss 


ural, acceptable. Her diction has 
kept pace with her grasp of acting, 
and carefully avoided man- 
nerisms along the way. Nor were 
the conditions for self-improvement 
any too good in ‘Play Girl,’ for 
Winnie Lightner and Dorothy Bur- 
her companions in the cast, 
consistently over-act, the story 
flirts with sentimental scenes that 
might have proved disastrous with 


she’s 


gess, 





Did You Know That— 





John Hundley will marry 
Eleanor Rothschild March 24, 
for three 


and honeymoon 


months 





in Europe....Dorothy 
Fitzgibbons replaces Gertrude 
MacDonald with Jack Whiting 


when he tours for RKO.... 
Carol Dempster (Larson) is 
back from Palm Beach with a 
beautiful tan....The mother of 
Preston Sturges was also’ a 
writer....Gladys Baxter and 
Dick Busvine will rest a bit in 
Aiken....That’s quite a broad- 
tail coat that Dorothy Hall is 
sporting....Gladys Feldman is 


worried because her airdale’s 
sick....A couple of Broadway 
playboys in Sing Sing wanted 
to know how the new Pierrette 
Club is doing....Lupe Velez 
rehearsing a new song (for 
‘Hot-Cha’....This town is 
craaaaaaaaaaazy over those 
elongated eyelashes....They 
almost gave Norma Talmadge, 
Madame Frances and Rosie 
Dolly a chord when they ex- 
ited at the Mayfair Saturday 
night in those chinchilla wraps 
-...-Barbara Newberry looked 
lovely in Aqua lace and Car- 
men Pantages exquisite in red 
- « +» Was there with John 
Considine, her new hubby.... 
Paul Whiteman has been al- 
most completely transformed 
by that loss of weight. 








| 
| By Ruth Morris 








Spring Pencitled In At Roxy 


itself the can’t 


be 


at Roxy. It just 


wait to seasonable and must 
break out even though chilly blasts 
50th Seventh 
the 


by 


howl about and 
Let 


timidated 


av- 

in- 
the 
Mind 


over matter, it knows Spring is in 


enue, ground hog be 


its own shadow; 


Roxy doesn’t give a _ hoot. 


the air. Beautiful sprays of cherry 
blossoms must be taken out of prop- 
erty trunks and dusted off for 
another season. Latticed screens 
go up, rosebud swings and chiffon 
foliage come down to ~2et in the 
toxy’s 1932 Garden.’ 

Patricia Bowman's style is nice- 
ly suited to a pretty impression of 
Spring that drips multi-colored 
chiffon as she steps from a large 
silver cluster of lilies of the valley. 
The Roxeyettes skip between evenly 


‘Spring 


spaced rain drops, glad to wear 
shining rubber coats and huddle 
beneath severely practical cotton 
umbrellas. 


The modern dance duo of Grace 
Cornell and Jose Limon doesn’t be- 
long in a rococo garden. It would 
do better against simple drapes—a 
more appropriate background for 

















simple unity of movement and 


Spring’s always a little ahead of 
















































































if perplexing settings, but its group 
of Rasch girls are no better than 
regular Paramount stage 
Rasches—they all have supple and 


expressive torsos—and Wini Shaw. | 


the prima donna, is no Libby Hol- 
man. ' 
able in a smaller house, but 
Yaramount is too much for he 

Tamara Geva, 
Sates 
nite 


however, compen- 


style, such pictorial chic, that 


show | 


Miss Shaw might be accept- | 
the } 


Her dancing has such defi- | 





























(Continued on page 62) eloquent costuming. But it’s a new 
A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. — ; 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 

Slight comment is added. 

ra - 4" 
© s ° SS e ~~ 
g 2s e fF 4 . > 
gs AP 3 f 3 4s st ft GZ 
fF FF ESF F FF vu Comment. 
PALACE 
“Mildred Bailey .¢> 9 10——-F-—---8__..6 [7 ' 7] 7 10 8 A radio favorite who stib- 
(Paul Whiteman) "<< an omnes eerbietce--hor..renawn..in 
person. 
Ludy Yukona Cam- e 
eron ....cccceeee 9 10 10 8 8S © ® B@ 4&4 #+T + +«=+%7 Juno being a good sport in 
(Al Trahan) vaude, or the perfect 
straightwoman. 

Olive Brasno...... 9 10 7 8 > T 3 F) 8 8 75 An enchantingly pretty and 

(Buster Shaver) bewitching midget with 
life-size personality and 
ability to troupe. 

Arlene Selby...... 10 9 10 #190 5 5 3 3 rs 74 A stunning, lithe young hot 

(Paul Whiteman) dancer who provides femme 
dash and sex appeal to 
round out the act. 

Nell Kelly..cccccsce 7 o 7 7 FY 7 9 4 T 7 67 Boundless energy in a new 
‘nut’ personality, her ef- 
fectiveness reduced by an 
indifferent routine, 

Corbitt Twins..... 7 7 7 7 a 3 ’ 4 2 5) 52 Standard modern sister team. 

(Glad Rags) 
HIPPODROME 
Nora Williams.... 8 8 9 8 a 10 9 3 3 10 80 Plump, gracious and talented 
(Apollon Revue) blues singer. Smarter 
grooming and _— specially 
orchestrated nos. would 
make her a first-rate single. 

Danzi Goodell..... 8 9 7 10 2 3 9 io lS T 79 Spotted weakly and at a dis- 

(Apollon Revue) advantage in a badly 
chosen second costume. 
Dances with grace and 
lots of style. 

Jean Maddox...... 7 8 3 7 4 3 7 3 6 64 Dresses pretentiously in ex- 
cellent contrast to her sure- 
fire, low comedy style, but 
unable to break the ice at 

; Sat. matinee. 

Agnes & Adeline.. 9 8 8 6 5 3 o 7 0 7 59 Capable dance team, im- 

__{Apolion Revue) pressively modish and slim. 

SO WGGK.ciccose 7 8 7 3 4 5 z ” v FY 58 Asks the questions that build 
laughs for Jean Maddox. 
Dark crepe preferable to 
her gown of light satin, 

STATE 

Vera Gordon...ecce 4 3 10 6 6 10 18 9 eee 75 Picture star whose colorful 
inflections enrich the obvi- 
ous dialog of a tear-jerker 

i — - sketch, 
| Betty Wonder..... 8 10 8 6 ’ 8 7 19 ry 7 74 Registers youth an affability 
| and achieves individual ec- 

— centric-ingenue style. 

| Mayris Chaney.... 9 1¢ 9 10 6 5 3 10 4 x 69 Displays good costume taste 
. and knows how to show off 
<3 well-mounted dance tricks. 
| adje Gordon..... 6 7 19 z 6 7 T 9 0 5 63 Contributes solid assistance 
to her mother’s dramatic 

ee eee here, sketch, 














}a jungle 
| Too 








note and Roxy audiences are gr 
ful. 

The Three. Voices get together 
for Spring harmonies and triplicate 


ate. 


gowns of tulle. Evalyn Nair in 
sleek white satin with a dash of 
spring pastelles, moves swiftly ana 


with style through a specialty with 
the Waring band. 


— 


Camera Passed Ginger 

Ginger Rogers might just as well 
have moved over to another lot when 
RKO filmed ‘Carnival Boat.’ She 
hasn't any caste at all in a picture 
that dedicates itself to wide open 
spaces. She’s the heroine—the 
leading lady of a show boat from 
which the film derives its title—but 
the camerais more concerned over 
natural wonders of the western land- 
scape. It has little to do with Miss 
Rogers’ bright personality and 
heavily applied make-up, preferring 
to close-up trees in the various 
stages from woodland to consumer, 

Though Miss Rogers can't com- 
pete with the havoc that goes tear. 
ing through a lumber camp, she 
does very nicely in a conventional 
ingenue part that flares into good 
rousing temper whenever the script 
allows. One stage number proves 
how easily and graciously she sings 
and the fade-out, in which she 
gives up trouping tinsel to become 
a ltumberman’s wife, proves she can 
separate the wheat from the chaff. 

Marie Prevost’s plumpness, 
shaming her bathing beauty days, 
now relegates her to the type-com- 
edy part that she handles with 
pouting efficiency. 


Sweet Girl Goes Hey-Hey-Wire 


When Clara Bow became in- 
volved in one of her well publicized 
difficulties, Peggy Shannon had the 
good fortune to take over her va- 
cated assignment. That stroke of 
good luck may prove Miss Shan- 
non’s undoing if her studio con- 
tinues to publicize her as a ‘per- 
sonality equal to the original ‘It’ 
Girl.’ 


Paramount’s recently acquired 
ingenue has red hair, but in all 
other matters she is the direct 


opposite of the inHammapbie Clara; 
Miss Shannon’s manner is thought- 
ful and well-bred. Her neatly or- 
dered features couldn’t begin to 
cope with the facial exaggeration of 
Clara Bow pantomime. Her tem- 
per is held firmly in check by a 
serene manner and a bright, re- 
strained smile. She registers as a 
sane, likable and agreeably talented 
ingenue who suffers by an unfor- 
tunate comparison with someone 
whom she doesn’t in the least re- 
semble. 

Producers of ‘Hotel Continental’ 
certainly didn’t pick Miss Shannon 
for any hey-hey ‘it’ qualifications, 
All they ask is that she be calm, 
sweet, wistful, and repentant, be- 
lieve in her part, and screen well 
in a series of unexacting costumes. 

Ethel Clayton's stilted diction 
and elaborately artificial make-up 
defeat her firm intention to portray 
a neglected wife 





Paris May Darken 





(Continued from page 1) 


to the legit managers who are 
quietly preparing for a sudden and 
unannounced close-down, Picture 
theatres are also expected to join 
the move if it develops, 

With legit and picture theatres 
definitely involved, and with the 
Opera closed for the summer 4s 
usual, such a shutdown could and 
probably would affect what tour- 
ist trade will be had this year. 
Cabarets also come in due to the 
managements of theatres and night 
clubs being more or less aligned 
here. 





Highbrow Hoboes 





(Continued from page 1) 


anymore, They are ‘students of 
psychology’ out on a lark. 
Small-town cops who considered 
it a day’s sport to round up these 
men are also staying away from 
the hoboes. Same reason as the 
trainmen. Cops watch the student 
of psychology when he visits the 
but the idea of cleaning uP 
never enters his head 
chances of losing th® 


town 


many 


decision, 
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No. 2 


~~ 15 YEARS AGO. 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’ ) 


Vol. 106 


White Rats sought to attack the 
NVA through the Department of 
Justice, but the Atty. Gen. held that 
the organization was not ‘within 
the purview’ of the anti-trust act 
In other words, okay. 


Garden theatre, in old Mad. Sq. 
Garden, which recently had housed 
a troupe of Greek players, given 
over to a Negro troupe from Har- 
jem. They didn’t last long, either. 





Eva Tanguay announced her in- 
tention of living in Los Angeles. 
Had closed her home at Sea G 





} 

Coney Island, and given it 
sister. | 
5 ee } 

White Rats talked the Hebr« w | 
trade unions into picketing the | 
Loew theatres on the canard that} 
| 

| 


Loew was opposed to Jewish acts 
and would not play them. 





‘Variety’ announced that the 
Capitol theatre would be ready for 





opening in th: fall. Originally 
planned to erect two smaller 
houses, but final decision favored 
a large one. 

Stage hands in Loew theatres 


were unionized and even the card 
boys, who preceded present day an- 
nunciators, were taken in as ap- 
prentices. 


Metro was framing to take into 
a single organization all of its pro- 
ducers, Then largely a distributing 
concern, 


Moss was flirting with the 


B.. 8. 
idea of touring Mrs. Margaret 


Sanger, birth control advocate, in 
conjunction with a six reel propa- 
ganda film. Dea: had been inter- 
rupted when Mrs. Sanger was sent 
to jail for her activities. 


Film exhibitors notified by com- 
posers that they must pay royal- 
ties on music. And how they 
howled. 


Circuses worried for fear the 
Army would commandeer horses 
for war work. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





‘Clipper’ began its 30th year with 
a huge special issue of 20 pages 
Regarded as something of an 
achievement. Only five pages were 
ads. About usual. 


Sig. Kane, looking for a job, ad- 
vertised he could sit in a one legged 
chair on a trapeze bar and hold a 
heavy chair in his teeth. 


Asked for the name of ‘the 
woman Jules Levy, the cornetist, 
married,’ ‘Clipper’ wanted to know 


which one. 


Former Aquarium due to open as 
a theatre. Then the Criterion but 
last known as the Herald Sq. after 
being known as the Park, for a 
time, 





Anna Dickinson, who played mas- 
culine roles, came into New York in 
‘Hamlet.’ ‘Clipper’ remarked she 
was only one more to be added to 
the 20 or so women who had es- 
Sayed the role. Added that unless 
Specially promoted ‘Hamlet’ had 
been more or less of a millstone 
“round the necks of even the best 
male actors, 


Irene Woodward, described as the 
first tatooed lady, was at Bunnell’s 
Museum. In those days a tattooed 
Person had to have a story. Capt. 
Constatinus was supposed to have 














~ tattooed as a captive. Miss 
fs oodward was tattooed by her 
ather for identification. 

James Owen O’Conner was ad- | 


vertising for a job as juvenile. That | 
‘a8 before he tackled tragedy and | 


had to play behind a net. | 

_, Ad for a leading woman stated | 

ran preference would be siven | 
‘© With her own lithos. 


George Eastman’'s suicide. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


b ae 
Fear of becoming an invalid was one causé 





Much speculation in Rochester, N. on the reason for the late 


put forward by friends. Some thought it was a spectacular gesture to 
show that wealth doesn’t bring happiness. 

It is known that although Eastman had given away nearly $100,000,000 
there were many demands upon him for gifts and much criticism fu 
his million dollar dental dispensaries abroad. He had discussed suicid 
abstractedly for more than a year, and apparently having made up h: 
mind nothing could stop him. 

An effort was made at first by friends to cover up the suicide ang] 
ind a newspaper official was writing a statement on his death f: 
natural causes when the coroner stepped in and stopped the 
Correct announcement was delayed more than an hour, so that the fi: 
extras on the streets in Rochester had no suggestion of suicide. 

Despite his making cameras available to the world and his work 
developing moving picture film, Eastman was never able to 
himself to the common herd. To the majority he was always a lone 
figure apart. They were unable to understand him or his benefacti 

His greatest hobby was music. The Eastman theatre and Eastm 
School of Music are monuments to his purpose of making it availa 
to the public, but even in this he met difficulties. It is only lately, af 
10 years, that the purpose of the theatre bids fair to be carried out. 


interpr¢ 





t h e 


figure in ti 


weeks ago, 


Jeremiah J. Kennedy, for nearly a decad biggest 


died at 


passing being unnoted except by a few of his 


picture industry, his Brooklyn home several 


intimate friends. 





It was J. J. Kennedy who stepped into the deadlock between the Ed 
interests and the Biograph faction around 1911, and, bringing the 
sides together, organized the Patents Co. which ruled the trade with 


iron hand for years, exacting not only a monopoly of production, bu 
also taking tribute from the right to exhibit pictures. 

Edison had won a copyright suit against all camera 
Biograph and sought to hold the field. Biograph obtained ownership « 
the Latham loop and shutter and with that device as a whip forced « 
-atent pool. The Patents group licensed a number of producers an: 
then handled the associated product through the General Film Co., Ken- 
nedy and H. N. Marvin being the chief figures in the operation. 

Kennedy suffered a neryous breakdown in the winter of 1930-31 an 
was forced to abandon business. Late last month his condition becam: 
critical, following a stroke, and he died in a few days. 

He had wide business interests outside the film trade, in which h 
held only a nominal interest after the Government broke up the Patents 
group through an anti-trust action instituted on complaint of William 
Fox, then head of the Greater New York Film Exchange. 


makers bu 


Newest craze in 16mm circles is the discovery of a cheap source of 


illumination for interior work. Until recently the high cost of minia- 
ture flood lamps for amateur work kept down the number of those who 
made indoor pictures, an outfit of lamps costing anywhere from $50 to 


$300. 


Recently the technical department of the Amateur Cinema League, 
searching for a way out, made a discovery which has revolutionized 


amateur practice. It was found that when the standard 64 volt lamp, 
intended to work on ee battery for train and similar illumination, 
was cut into the regular 110 volt circuit it gave the equivalent of the 
light from the costy 500 watt lamps and could be worked without danger 
of blowing fuses. 

Life of-the lamps-range from-15-to 45—minutes,_with most of them 
burning out before the half hour, but they cost only 30 cents apiece. 
They are now handled by all photographic supply shops. General Elec- 
tric reports that the output of these lamps has more than doubled within 
the past few months. 


stora 


Chester Beecroft’s plan to bring the picture industry back to Florida, 
at Tampa, reminds that 20 years ago the Kalem, Lubin and Edison com- 
panies were regularly working through the winter months in Jacksonville, 
Kalem and Lubin maintaining their permanent studios. Later, the 
Eastern Film Co. took over the Lubin plant. Other companies either 
worked in south Jacksonville, at the fair grounds, or on improvised 
stages or even entirely out of doors. Only Biograph conducted an 
annual trek to California where Selig and Essanay maintained more or 
less permanent studios. Gradually other companies centered about Los 
Angeles, and eventually Hollywood and production facilities were so 
developed that it no longer was profitable to go south. What had prom- 
ised to develop into a leading industry went California. 

Recently a number of major and more independent productions have 
been made in Florida. Beecroft is apparently handling the back to 
Florida movement on behalf of local capital. 


An instance of an independent achieving what a chain found too tough 
occurs in the middle of New York with Max Cohen turning the Beacon, 
given up by Warner Bros, Feb. 1, into a money-maker. Under indie 
operaticn, with stage attractions given some credit, Cohen is said to be 
pulling out around $1,000 or better weekly. 

Warners, with the Chanin Bros., lessors, sharing expenses, during its 
tenancy just about broke even, the chain finally giving up the house 
because ‘it was too much of a strain. While WB took the Beacon out 
of the newspapers, making it strictly a nabe proposition, Cohen is using 
the dailies importantly. His overhead is reported near $5,500. Under 
WB operation it ranged up to $6,000. 

Although Cohen is restricted on product, it is pointed out that he is 
getting certain pictures on which Warners couldn’t make agreeable deals 
through holdout on terms. Cohen gets all the Warner and First National 
pictures not taken by Loew and RKO, in addition to independents. 


Girl secretary on a major lot was let out because she lied to the studio 
head about her boss. On a Monday morning she told the head man 
when he called her that her boss had come in but was not in his office. 

Studio head was in a blue mood and phoned the entrance gate to see 
if the exec really had come in. He hadn't, so the girl was given notice. 

Now the other secs on the lot are up in the air, not knowing whether 
to protect their immediate superiors, with the chance of being caught, or 
double cross their dictation givers and get fired anyway. 


Publix and Will Horwitz, stormy petrel of Houston, Tex., theatre 
operation, are now working along harmonious lines. Publix is a partner 
of Horwitz there. It was believed that Horwitz originally wanted to 
branch out by building some suburban houses against which zoning set 
up problems. That building bug is now cold. 

Horwitz has become a flying fan. He has his own flying license but 
engages a pilot to wing him around the southwest. 





Paramecunt is permanently quits on production in the east with it: 
Astoria, L. I. studio up for sale. ‘The real estate department of Para- 
mount-Publix will go after a long term lease if a buy isn’t effected. 

Gaiety, New York, Erlanger legit house, will probably return to 
film policy on the second of two deals proposed in that direction. 

First deal went cold, according to insiders, when it was learned thi 


¢ | 


ihe proposed operator of the Gaiety had several other film spots whit h! 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


ise of protection to a vaudeville show against a talking picture 
has come up with the making of the Bill Robinson all-colored talker, 
Ilarlem 








Unique 


Rhapsody,’ probably to be released soon while Robinson is 
ippearing for RKO in person. 

Tearing release of the picture in intact towns prior or concurrently 
with local playing of the Robinson unit, RKO has asked Irving Yates, 


rroducer of the picture, for protection of 30 days. This applies only to 


owns on the intact route, numbering 21, 
It is said RKO's request for protection was prompted partly by the 
ion in the picture of much of the material Robinson uses in his 


ict show. 


Addition of Martin Beck and George Godfrey to the RKO booking staff 


iyroll is believed to increase the office overhead by $45,000 a year. 


started at no salary but an arrangement is reported having been 


de whereby a salary has been set for him at $30,000 a year. 


iodfrey, booking the Palace and the New York houses, experienced 
of the quickest salary cuts on record. When engaged he was in- 
ned his salary would be $20,000 a year. Two days later, RKO changed 

to $15,000. Godfrey's case is unique in that he took a slice before 
iving his first pay envelope. 


l‘ormer exec 


for a vaude circuit married a rich widow about six 
nt] ;o and tripped to Europe to live. Before leaving this country 
1 touched all his pals and was ’way in the red. After his mar- 


Loys kissed their dough good bye and spent their time knifing 


Recently he returned to this country, hunted up all the people he had 
rrowed from and paid off with interest. The boys are now going around 
ying to square themselves with the people to whom they did the 
ocking 

An actor calling on a prominent young actress and her husband, to 


iscertain if the girl would join his vaude troupe, found the head of the 
10use very much aware of his wife’s talents. 

In fact, the masculine half of the family broke into the conversation 
with, ‘Of course you know, young man, that you’re talking to the greatest 
ictress in America.’ To which the young man replied, ‘Yeah? Well, 
{'m the Czar of all the Russias,’ picked up his hat and coat and walked 
out. 


Magicians are feeling cheered over the revived amateur magic craze. 
igure it may lead to a demand for more magicians as vaude 
acts. Decreased interest in magic work ascribed to the fact that it’s no 
longer a@ mystery, since most in the audience know the answers, either 
through the comedy acts with exposes or through possession of cheap 
forms of apparatus. 

lad for amateur magic has reached the point where one shop employs 
. sandwich man in the Times Square district. 


Ben Crooks, old time showman, tells of a minstrel show recently put 
on at the Shelter for the Unemployed in Philadelphia under direction 
of J. H. Kkreher. Show was staged partly with professionai talent. 

Among those taking part were ‘Stovepipe’ Allen and ‘Slim’ Howard, 
ind Chas, Dent. 

The Shelter will do an entertainment every Friday during the winter, 
Visiting professionals being solicited, 


Cigarets distributed among the unfortunates in Hearst’s Times Square 
advertising breadline for a full week were contributed anonymously. 

It now appears that the contributor was the colored dance star, Bill 
Robinson. Smoke donations were made during Robinson’s recent week 
at the Palace, with Bill making the cigar store man swear he wouldn't 
tip. 


Vincent Minelli, formerly in the Publix scenery department, is doing 
occasional stage producing jobs for the Brooklyn Paramount when 
Boris Petroff is tied up with the New York house, 

Usually the New York Paramount shows go intact to Brooklyn the 
following week. When an occasional New York troupe does not play 
across the bridge, Minelli stages a special presentation for Brooklyn. 





RKO has contracted to install candy vending machines in the lobbies 
of all its theatres. The other major circuits have been using the ma- 
chines for some time, 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Songs from the film, ‘One Hour With You’ (Par), will be sold in the 
lobbies of 16 Paramount houses, It’s the first time in about six months 
that the Publix houses have carried sheet music. Music counters which 
this circuit had in its houses dwindled to nothing and were finally 
removed. 

The ‘Hour’ melodies will be sold for 35 cents in the lobbies. 

Concert grosses in Paris are in no way affected by the slump, being 
the outstanding exception in the whole show business there. Concerts 
are usually capacity at prices which have not been cut, contrary to most 
show business. 

Even at top prices music lovers are quite willing to pay money for 
comparatively short entertainment, lasting from 9 to 10:30 p. m., whereas 
in the French capital, all the rest of the show fraternity—vaude, legit 
and pictures—consider a two and a half to three hours’ program a 
minimum. 








Famous Music, at present, has in its catalog four songs with the word 
‘music’ in the title. They are ‘Is This the Music of Love?, ‘Music in 
My Fingers,’ ‘Music in the Moonlight,’ and ‘You Didn’t Know the Music.’ 

Another is ‘Soft Lights and Sweet Music,’ from ‘Face the Music,’ 
written and published by Irving Berlin. 








he runs on a non-union policy. Understood that when word of this 
reached the union Erlanger was advised that crews would be called out 
of its other Broadway houses should the operator get the Gaiety. 


Insiders at one of the major companies are getting a kick out of the 
erbal tiff between two high executives. The two went west for a new 





season's program confab and got verbological hiccoughs. 
What they did to each other under cover in the east broke out like 
09 much smallpox in the west. 


ae : 


tem « tract reported ever mode has been awarded. 


ji’s for Radio City and represents $1,000,000. 
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One Old Timer, Geo. Leffler, Says 
It’s the Depression’ Not Bad Mgrs. 


—————— 


Changes that have occurred in all 


fields of the amusement industry 
reflect, George Leffler thinks, only 
the processes of modernization. It 
is Leffler’s opinion that show biz 
remains basically the same and al- 
ways will, except for surface 


changes progress brings. 

Leffler, veteran of show business 
and half the recently formed Leffler 
& Leighton legit booking office, be- 
lieves that the basic principle of 
show biz is and always will be in 
selling the customers what they 





| Shows in Rehearsal 
| 


‘Bloodstream’ (Harmon) 
| Times Square. 
‘Take My Tip’ (Hilliard) 48th 
Street. 
‘Danger Line’ (Gerton) Bilt- 
more. 

‘Confidential Service’ (Co- 
han) Fulton. 

Warming’ 


ati) x ull 
‘House (Ayres) 
Mansfield. 

‘Shanghai Marriage’ (Gluck) 
Edison Hotel. 

‘Happy Landing’ (Shuberts) 
Chanin’s. 





want. That goes for gangster talk- 
ers, multiple scene plays and cello- | 
phane musicals. 
There’s one thing different in the | 
legit end of things that’s concerné aI 
with booking. Here, explains Leff- | 
ler, the one time circuit domina- | 
! 

} 





tion of producers is a thing of the 
past. Now a manager can book | 
independently whereas he formerly 
had te submit to dictation. | 
Bankers are in show biz, maybe! 
not willingly, but there neverthe-| 
less. A quick glance at legit re-/| 
veals several, only they're in not “| 
} 

| 


operators but owners of theatrical | 
property, with a fistful of theatres 
on their hands. 

Changes that have taken place, } 
it is Leffler’s thought, find a paral-| 
lel in any other line of endeavor, 
from horse car transportation to 
airplanes right down the line. It 
is a case of progressive improve- 
ments, but all still boiling down to 
selling the buyer what’s wanted. 

Leffler blames present chaos in 
show biz on but one factor, eco- 
nomic conditions. He disagrees 
with the theory that mismanage- 
ment by the industry’s mentors are 
responsible. An outcome of the 
present depression will result, as 
have previous hard times, in gen- 
eral improvement of show things. 
But right now he agrees things 
couldn’t be much worse, 

One force makng for moderniza- 
tion and progress has been the edu- 
cation of the public. On all sides 
of the amusement field the buyers 
of entertainment have been taught 
higher standards in lighting equip- 
ment, production, actors anc plays. 

Keeping on the black side of the 
ledger, in Leffler’s eyes, depends on 


successful interpretation of the 
public’s whims and foibles. It’s im- 
possible, says the one time legit 


producer, always to gauge tastes. 
Leffler points to burlesque of today 
and yesterday. 

Education, he says, has outlawed 
cheap productions. Nowaaays they 
won't be bought. 

Finally says Leffler, ‘No one can 
tell you about show biz or what's 
wrong with it. But there are a lot 
who'll try.’ 





‘Scandals’ in Pittsb’s, 
$4.40, Plays Four Mats 


Pittsburgh, March 21. 

George White still a bit put out 
by his failure to get the 5,000- 
seat Syria Mosque here for the 
‘Scandals’ which made it necessary 
to take the 1,700-seat Alvin, in- 
tends to make up part of it in 
one way or another. First move has 
been to schedule two extra mati- 
nees (28). Afterncon performances 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. First time on record 
here. 

‘Scandals’ is playing auditoriums 
and opera houses in most spots at 
3 top, but Syria Mosque couldn't 
be obtained because of previous 
bookings. As a result, show will 
go to Alvin scaled at $4.40, 


2 Chi Shows Tour 


Chicago, March 21. 
Two legit pieces out of this town 
are heading for the open country. 
Fred Stone is going on his first 
legit visit to the sticks in years. 
W.tl lay off his ‘Smiling Faces’ out- 
fit currently (Holy Week) after a 





‘Life Begins’ (Santley) Sel- 
wyn. 

‘No Longer Children’ (Brady, 
jr.) Booth. 

‘Angels Don’t Kiss’ (Dalzell) 
Lyceum. 

‘Blackberries’ 
Liberty. 


(Rudnick) 


IClive Back East, Set 
| As Star and Producer 


E. E. Clive, Boston manager who 
usually produces his own shows, 
sometimes acting in them, is star- 
ring in and directing ‘Shanghai 
Marriage’ for another producer, 
Walter J. Gluck. Play, written by 
R. R. Harris, an English barrister, 

















Paderewski Playing 
6,700-Seat Hall at 
80-20 for $10,000 


Los Angeles, March 21. 
Only southern California appear- 
ance of Paderewski this year will 
be at the Shrine Auditorium, April 


6. First time a solo artist has 
played this 6,700 seater. House is 
scaled at $1.50 to $4.40 and can 
gross $16,000 at those prices. 

About $10,000 is indicated by ad- 
vance sale which would top the high 
of $7,000 rolled up by the same 
musician at the Philharmonic. 
Paderewski grossed $33,000 at Madi- 
son Square Garden in an unem- 
ployed musicians’ benefit earlier 
this year. 

Pianist is appearing under NBC 
artist bureau auspices on an 80-20 
split. 


Alvin Landlord Takes 
House for Time Being 











Temporary and friendly arrange- 
ment between Alfred Aarons and 
Vinton Freedley, producers, and A. 
H. Pincus who originally built the 
Alvin theatre, New York, for them, 
is understood to be in effect, where- 
by operation of the theatre has been 
assumed by Pincus. It is stated 
that at the end of this season or 
the beginning of next, A. & F. will 
resume management. 

Alvin deal is another cog in the 
unsettled wheel of the Broadway 
theatre condition. House, which 
was given its name from the first 
syllables of the two first names of the 
producers for whom it was built, 
was erected about 1926 by Pincus, 
mainly from profits accruing from 
his other theatre holdings. 

For the first season or two Aarons 
& Freedley leased the theatre, but 
then agreed to buy it. : 

House has been dark the greater 
part of this season until ‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra’ was bvoked in. 





B’WAY CAST FOR DENVER 


Denver, March 21. 

Cast for the Elitch Gardens stock 
troupe Arnold Gurtler opens this 
summer consists mai.ly of known 
Lroadway players, 

Roger Pryor, currently in ‘Blessed 
Event’ on Broadway, is the male 
lead, others being Selena Royle, 
Elizabeth Love, Millicent Hanley, 
Leonard Mudie, Grant Mills. Com- 
pany was organized in New York 
through Richard Pitman. 





KINGSLEY-PHILLIPS PLAY 


In the same week he went to work 





seven-day stopover in Detroit, and 
then light out for six weeks of one 
and two-nighters through the south 
and southeast. 

After a good stay 
Vivienne Segal and Charles Pur- 
cell ‘Chocolate Soldier’ revival whic! 
closed here at the Erlanger on Sat- 
urday (19) went into its Holy Week 
vacation. Then hops east to open 
next week (27) at Washington, to 
be followed by further week stands 
at Baltimore, Brooklyn and New- 
ark. 


in town the 


for Columbia as a writer, Sidney 
Kingsley, legit writer, sold his 
Show, ‘Crisis,’ to Sidney Phillips. 
Louis Cline had the play for pro- 
duction previously but dropped it. 
Both the Col and play deal were 
handled by Charles Beahan. 





Stock For Akron 
Akron, March 21. 
Ed Clark Lilley, New York di- 
rector, is organizing a stock com- 
pany here, 
To open around Easter. 





opens in Boston, at the Wilbur, 
March 26, and then comes to New 
| York. 

Harry McNaughton, Katherine 


| Standing, Edward Emery, Stanley 
|Hiarrison, Gerald Rogers, Daisy 
Belmore, Elizabeth Johnston are 


cast. 

Clive had a deal on last year to 
produce shows on the coast ‘or 
Erlanger’s. Producer returned from 
Los Angeles when arrangement 
didn’t work out, 





Tax on Excess Ticket 
Premiums Cut to 10% 
In New Revenue Bill 


The Ways 
tee has revised the provision in the 
revenue 


and Means Commit- 


act pertaining to excess 
premiums charged by agencies for 
theatre tickets. The law provides 
that when tickets are sold for more 


than 75 cents over the box office or 
established price, 50% of the excess 
must be paid to the government. 
The new measure will cut the im- 
post to 10%. 

That will remove the stock alibi 
of certain ticket speculators who 
charged up to double the price of 
tickets. ‘Those specs have main- 
tained that they were forced to 
exact excessive premiums because 
half went to the government. The 
50% provision which was a war 
time measure has caused no end of 
trouble to agencies and box office 
men. Understood that ticket inter- 
ests told Congressmen that the 
heavy impost would work for price 
moderation, 

There is little doubt that gyp pre- 
miums on tickets for the hits have 
worked to the detriment of the legit 
theatre on Broadway at certain 
times. It is true at present despite 
the fact that a number of brokers 
are close to the cushion and are not 
attempting to get hot house prices. 
There are exceptions, agencies 
which have been exacting $11 per 
ticket for a $5.50 attraction. Though 
the show is an established hit, com- 
plaints that it isn’t so hot are traced 
to the customers nicked by the ex- 
cess premium agencles. 

It was the. 50% provision that 
brought about the ticket investiga- 
tion conducted by former U. S. At- 
torney Charles Tuttle. Ticket brok- 
ers planned carrying a test of the 
law up to the U. S. Supreme Court, 
on the advice of leading counsel 
that it was discriminatory and class 
legislation. Tuttle in settling with 
the agencies which were shown to 
be holding out on the government, 
got the promise of the ticket men 
not to carry the case higher. 

Under the new proposal the mat- 
ter of box office or managerial 
gratuities from agencies is also 
definitely cleared up. Such money 
is to be accounted for as simple 
revenue. Gratuities, known as ‘ice’ 
in ticket circles, was also recently 
ruled non-taxable under the 50% 
provision by the Internal Revenue 
Department. 

Those $5.50 Tops 

Three musical productions this 
season maintained a $5.50 top 
against the counsel of ticket experts 
who maintain that no show should 
be priced higher than $4.40 at the 
box office. That contention appears 
borne out by the failure to sell the 
rear rows of two of the trio and the 
suggestion that that portion of the 
lower floor be dropped to $4.40 is 
being considered. 

There is a peculiar psychology 
about the $5.50 ticket. The average 
patron going to a box office gets 
change from a $10 bill when buying 
two tickets at $4.40, but he won't 
reach for the extra dollar required 
to buy two at $11, nor does he wish 
to break another $ bill. That has 
been indicated quite plainly this 
season, when hundreds have turned 
away from the box offices. The 
specs cannot sell rear locations and 
result is that those tickets remain 
in the racks, 

Even class patrons are mindful of 
what they pay for tickets. One 
agency received complaints from 
Park avenue customers, stating the 
50 cents delivery charge was ob- 
jectionable. When told the charge 
did not apply if the tickets were 
called for at the agency the reply 
was that’s the way they would be 





secured hereafter. 


Inside StuffLesit 


With Dr. Sirovich's charges against the drama critics hidden in the re. 
cesses of the Congressional Record comes a story of how the critics oute 
smarted the managers. That was at the opening of ‘What's It to You” 
at the Provincetown Playhouse, MacDougall Alley, Greenwich Village, 
last week. 








There were no less than six prominent showmen in the audiencs 


against only two first string reviewers, one from a tab, also alas 
Allen. Among the sparse audience in the abandoned stable was a ty) iin 
paper scribe and Bide Dudley, the radio critic, also several second 
stringers. 

Lee Shubert was there, but upon discovering it was an amateurish 
performance, sheepishly walked out half way through the first act. Hig 
nephew, Milton, followed soon after. Lasting until intermission were 


Irving Berlin, Max Gordon and Marcus Heiman. All were puzzled over 
their own presence, the joke being that both Erlangers and the Shuberts 
were out to grab something. That well indicates the dearth of Broad- 
way attractions. 

Later the managers blamed the dailies for fooling them by giving the 
‘intimate musical revue’ the dignity of being a legit ‘opening.’ One dra- 
matic editor said all he knew about the affair was that one Grahame 
called and stated the show would be presented. There being no regular 
openings, ‘What’s It to You?’ was listed for premiere. John F. Grahame 
is billed as having written the book and lyrics, with music by Alexander 
Maissel, neither being known as more than the sponsor for ‘Theatre Art 
Productions.’ 

On the signatured petition of the cast of ‘Girl Crazy,’ Equity last 
week turned over to the performers the total money deposited as trans- 
portation bond. Sum approximated $1,500. tequest came while the 
show was playing in tab version at the Ambassador, St. Louis. 
Understood that the petition was accompanied by an urgent request 
from Gregory Ratoff, the tab’s producer, siating the coin was needed 
to expedite the jumping of the show east. 


Two new song numbers are going into ‘Hot-Cha,’ the compositions 
of Lew Brown and Ray Henderson who did the score and collaborated 
on the book. Velez will have an added song in the second act. Other 
new number goes to Marjorie White. Although Flo Ziegfeld was cone 
fined to his hotel show was changed considerably, with the performance 
now regarded much improved over the premiere. 





Testimony at the recent arbitration in the matter of O. E. Wee and 
Equity, developed that the Theatre Guild and Equity entered into a 
bargain concerning ‘Mourning Becomes Electra.’ Guild wanted five weeks 
to rehearse, one week more than the usual period allowed by Equity, and 
was granted the extra sessicn by agreeing to play the show on a basis 
of six performances. Understood this was to go for both Broadway and 
the road. 





Three acts, a prolog and epilog wouldn’t hold the grief of the New York 
playbrokers. Several have had no shows produced during the past sea- 
son though they may have sold one or two. Compared to a couple who 
haven’t even been able to sell any shows at all, the first described are 
lucky. 

Figuring not much will happen this spring, most of the brokers are 
knocking on wood every time they think of next autumn, 


Howard Marsh, who helped finance the original Milton Aborn com- 
pany for operetta revivals, is likewise Said to bé intérested in Avdorns 
troupe opening March 28 at the Shubert, Newark. 

Shubert is an indie house owned by M. S. Schlesinger. Aborn’s first 
company, now touring, is in its 54th week and expects to stay out sev- 
eral more weeks. 


A. H. Woods’ ‘Inside Story,’ which won favorable notices but closed 
after a short stay at the National, was backed by Fox Films. Bids for 
the picture rights are being considered, one reported being $60,000. 

If Fox tops that bid the sale would make up for the production loss 
and should the $60,000 go through Fox’s one-half of the rights money 
will get that firm even. 





There are around a dozen people reported holding a piece of ‘Birth,’ 
the Joe Santley show now retitled ‘Life Begins,’ which comes in next 
week The 12 interested parties are understood to be in for $1,000, 
including the doorman of a well-known Times Square eatery who wanted 
to grab a chunk and contributed $50. 





If Ernest Lubitsch, the film director, goes through with his try at 
operetta, it is reported that Conde Nast, the magazine publisher, will 
be financially interested. 





Shuberts as Backers 
Held for Show Claims 


That Shuberts as backers of ‘This 
One Man,’ nominally produced by 
Arthur Lubin and Richard Krakeur, 


Leighton Wins Award 
In Erlanger’s Action 


An award of $6,416 was made in 
favor of R. Victor Leighton in his 
suit against Erlanger’s, tried in the 


are responsible for an unpaid haul-|Supreme Court before Justice 
age bill of $1,300 was decided by |Carew and a jury Tuesday (15). 
arbitrators. Several sessions were|Case was started in 1927 when 


required to reach decision. 
Tait Transfer brought the claim 


against Lubin since he was a mem- 
ber of the Saul Producing Co. 
Testimony developed that Ira Hel- 
stein, Shubert treasurer, signed ali 
other checks in payment of costs on 
show, with the haulage responsibl- 
ity also attributed to Shuberts. 


ACHARD COMING OVER 
Paris, March 12. 
Marcel Achard will go to America 
to help stage his ‘Domino’ for W. A. 
Brady ‘n the fall. 
Reproductions of the sets have 
been ordered here for shipment to 


Leighton left the Erlanger booking 
office. 

Booking manager brought the ac- 
tion for 10% of the profits of the 
exchange for the period between 
July, 1926 and April, 1927, when he 
left Erlanger’s employ. Leighton’s 
contract called for a salary and this 
portion of the profits. Salaries were 
paid him. 

Arthur Driscoll of O’Brien, Mal- 
evinsky & Driscoll was attorney for 
Leighton. 


CAN. HOUSE BURNS 


London, Can., March 21 
The old Duncombe Opera House, 








sroadway. in the business section of S&t. 
Thomas, Ont., was destroyed by 
fire March 18 
‘WI , >. 
SE GIRL’ FOLDS The opera house was formerly 
‘Wise Girl,’ presented by Albert | visited by all travelling legit shows 


Bannister, stopped in Brooklyn Sat- 
urday after trying out two weeks. 
Company was paid off by Equity 


in Western Ontario, but was later 
turned into a picture house. 
The loss is estimated at about 








through funds on deposit there. $125,000. 
« 
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Tab Musicals in Film Houses 
Ruin Coast Legit Prospects 








+ 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

With midget version of ‘Nine 
o’ Clock Revue’ opening Wednesday 
(23) at the Paramount here, Gre- 
gory Ratoff producing ‘Girl Crazy’ 
to go into the Hollywood Pantages 
March 31 and Lillian Albertson pre- 
paring to do original one-hour mu- 
sicals for picture houses, legit pro- 
ducers are feeling the effect of the 
film theatre invasion of their field 
poth in box office drought and fu- 
ture production activity. 

Customers hereabouts are hopping 
on the idea that straight dramatic 
shows will get second-runs at film 
theatres following the ‘Lucky Day,’ 
‘Sons o’ Guns’ and ‘Lysistrata’ week 
stands at 65 cents top and are mak- 
jng cautious inquiries at legit box 
offices before purchasing tickets. 

Ratoff’s Futures 

Four other tab production prob- 
abilities for Ratoff are the Aarons 
& Freedley ‘Heads Up,’ ‘Singing the 
Blues,’ ‘Oh, Kay,’ and ‘Hold Every- 
thing.” Harry Howell, here from 
Chicago, is staging ‘Girl Crazy’ with 
Katherine Schouer assisting Jack 
Haskell on the dances and Jack 
Garrity, Jr., as company manager. 

‘Nine o’Clceck’ tab has the orig- 
inal cast minus Eddie Lambert, now 
in the east, and is being bankhollied 
by J. Frank Holliday. 

Miss Albertson has several orig- 
inal scripts, written especially for 
picture house usage and is readying 
the stories and scores. 

Legit grosses have slid past two 
weeks, with the tabs blamed by 
many for the drop. Even Edward 
Everett Horton, producing class 
shows at the Hollywood Playhouse, 
has received plenty inquiries re- 


garding when his ‘Springtime For 
Henry’ goes film  theatrewards. 
Meanwhile the perennial crop of 


would-be producers of musicals 
have quieted down for the present, 
feeling that now is not the time to 
think of legit production. 


Equity Declares Hands 





Deluxe Film Houses 


Report that Equlty had declared 
its jurisdiction over condensed ver- 
sions of Broadway musicals now 
playing and booked to play picture 
theatres was declared untrue. 

Equity stated this week that any 
such action would be opposed to the 
organization’s policy of not going 
outside the legit; that it would be 
ridiculous to attempt interfering 
with policies of picture theatres and 
that any move that might disturb 
or throw professionals out of em- 
ployment was unthinkable. 


Understood a representative of 
Chorus Equity had told girls in a 
unit that if the condensed version 
lasted more than one hour the play- 
ers would come under Equity rules. 
Believed that was said to impress 
upon the choristers that’ they 
would have to pay dues regardless 
of where they worked. Equity re- 
gards the condensed musicals as 
tabs and therefore outside of 





Equity further explained that if 
it rated tabs as shows, that would 
take in picture and vaudeville 
houses with policies of as many as 
4 shows daily, whereas Equity’s rule 
for legits limits shows to eight per- 
formances weekly; that Equity 
rules prohibit Sundays. 


‘Croon Prince’ On, Legit 





Will Morrissey puts his musical 
‘The Croon Prince’ back into re- 
hearsal this week. Bond is up at 
Equity. 

Bobby Sanford, according to 
Equity’s records, is producing the 
show, which was called out of re- 
hearsals last week because no surety 
for cast salaries had been filed 
Morrissey is only the director. 

Original intent to open the show 
aS a vaude unit is changed, it now 


being 


& 4 straight legit attraction. 


ILL, HARRIS’ TRIP OFF 
Jed lfarris is reported 
from a stomach ailment. 
oo set to sail for London 
bes 8 “ ek to produce ‘Uncle Vanya, 
his is illness is given as the reason 
‘S departure was deferred. 


quite ill 





BOUND TO HAPPEN 


‘Hunted,’ Play About Kidnaping, 
Being Hurried to Stage 





Play based on the Lindbergh kid- | 


naping is being rushed into produc- 
tion for New York. Titled ‘Hunted,’ 
and written by Vincent Hathaway. 
Allen Blau is producing. 

In Hollywood it’s understood 
there’s a dictum against kidnaping 
film yarns. 


HELEN HAYES IN BARRY 
PLAY NEXT YR., REPORT 


‘The Good Fairy’ starring Helen 
Hayes at Henry Miller's will leave 
for the road after another week 
(April 2). Light weeks will be 








played out of town after which Miss | 


a new car in 
to the Coast to 


Hayes will pick up 
Detreit and motor 


join her husband, Charles Mac- 
Arthur, 
‘Fairy’ is one of the season's 


comedy hits and could easily play | 


out the season here. It will witn- 
draw without using cut rates. Lat- 
ter agency considers it a natural for 
months. 

Miss Hayes is reported under con- 
tract for next season to Gilbert 
Miller who produced ‘Fairy’ and is 
due to appear in a play by Philip 
Barry. 

The withdrawal of ‘Fairy’ will 
bring a switch in houses of Miller’s 
two other current attractions. ‘The 
Animal Kingdom’ moves from the 
Broadhurst, ren‘ed from the Shu- 
berts, to the Empire. ‘There’s Al- 
ways Juliet’ moves from the latter 
house to the Miller. 





New Evansville House 
Bids for Road Shows 


Evansville, March 21. 


With a complete and now ade- 
quate new stage for the public 
owned Coliseum, Evansville, Ind., 
has swung back to old days and is 
making a bid for road shows, ‘The 
Blue Bird,’ Russian Revue, packed 
‘em in (seats around 3,000). ‘Apple 
Cart’ did only around $500 gross, 
but touring ‘Vanities’ with Herb 
Williams and Chaz Chase—31 girls 
did a gross on matinee and night of 
$4,940, 

Ethel Barrymore in ‘School for 
Scandal’ Saturday night (19) had a 
large audience, 

‘Smiling Faces’ is due $1 at $3 
top, then Ben Bernie and orchestra 
comes for a $1.50 top, followed by a 
four-hour ($3.50 per couple) dance. 
‘Crazy Quilt’ with Ned Alvord ahead 
billing like a circus comes in April 
17, a Sunday matinee and night. 


Nev, stage is 32 feet deep, 57-ft. | 


floor to gridiron, 67 feet wall to wall 
and 47 feet proscenium opening. 


Crouse at Guild 


Russel Crouse, former columnist 
on the New York ‘Evening Post,’ 
succeeds Bob Sisk as publicity head 
for the Theatre Guild. Crouse 
stepped in yesterday (Monday) 
when Sisk assumed his new posi- 
tion with RKO-Radio. 

Crouse gave up his ‘Post’ column 
last year and did not go back when 
his leave of absence expired. Joe 
Heidt, who was Sisk’s assisant at 
the Guild, remains. 

Dick Maney is now publicist for 
‘The Laugh Parade,’ which attrac- 





tion Sisk agented in addition to the 


Guild attractions. 





Broun-Golden Musical 


Conversation between John Gold- 
en and Heywood Broun are under- 
stood to be directed toward produc- 
tion of the second Broun musical. 

Arrangement is for the two to co- 
produce, but whether Broun will 
appear as in his first show, ‘Shoot 
the Works,’ isn’t known. 


FOR HERE AND ABROAD 


Oscar Hammerstein and Jerome 
Kern are busy on two different li- 
brettos, one for New York and t 
other for London. 

The foreign piece wil) go to 
George Grossmith for a musical at 
the Drury Lane. Other is for Max 
Gordon. 


Stock at Chi Woods 
With Rotating Leads 


Chicago, March 21. 

Woods theatre slated to ope 
April 3 as a legit stock spot, op- 
erated by Aaron Jones. Plan is to 
bring established shows in town for 
local production to stick about two 
or three weeks. Bulk of the cast 
is to remain intact, the leading 
namee only to be switched for each 
show. 





Tag of stock will be avoided in 
it billing, the type of shows to be 
l labeled as ‘dramatic association’ 
production, Harry Minturn, former 
local stock impresario, will be in 
|charge back-stage, doing the pro- 
|ducing on a percentage and salary 
| basis. 
/ First show will be ‘Louder Please,’ 
'Constance Collier being carded to 
be the name. Scale will range 
|downward from 2, but cut-rate 
| tickets will be distributed, meaning 
| that the top will, in reality, be $1. 
iStagehands and musicians all ac- 
| counted for, a quartet of music men 
| being slated for the orchestra. Will 
run at the regular legit number of 
performances, nine, matinees hit- 
ting on Wednesday and Saturday. 
Likely that Equity will demand the 
posting of a bond. 
Woods hasn’t been a legit stand 
for more than two years, being late- 
ly utilized both for straight pic- 
tures and for burlesque. House has 
been dark about two months, an 
early burleycue attempt this sea- 
son folding after a couple of months. 
Will make the first stock ven- 
ture in the loop in several years, 
and rate as the only dramatic stock 
company in Chicago. 


LEGIT CIRCUIT 
COMBO TALK 
UP AGAIN 


The proposal to combine Erlang- 
'er’s and the Shuberts along the 
lines of a pooling agreement, is 
again being studied. Conversations 
between principals have been going 
on for two months and the mat- 
ter is believed to be nearer a solu- 
tion than at any time for the past 
year. Reported that an announce- 
ment may be made within two 
weeks, 

The basic point in agreement by 
both sides is that opposed bookings 
should and must end if the legit 
is to mean anything again on the 
road. It is also agreed that there 
should be but one theatre used by 
both sides in the week stands, end- 
ing thereby the booking of two mu- 
sicals or shows of similar type at 
the same time. Receipts would be 
pooled, as is the practice at pres- 
ent in several spots. 

There is nothing essentially new 
in the proposals along booking and 
pooling lines, but it is now fur- 
ther proposed to co-operate in pro- 
duction, That would require a 
sizeable bankroll and where it is 
to come from neither side has 
hinted. 

Joseph P. Kennedy appears to be 
out of the situation and those on 
the inside insist he never seriously 
considered entering the field. Lee 
Shubert and Marcus Heiman, who 
is active in the Erlanger office, are 
the leads in the conferences. 


ithe 











Misses Burke, George 
Co-Stars, Brady Idea 


William A. Brady would like Billie 
3urke to co-star with Grace George 
in ‘Mademoiselle,’ French play he is 
plotting for early next Fall. If he 
can get the Burke signature the 
play will start the Brady parade for 
next season. 

Brady leaves for California in a 
few days to talk things over with 
Miss George, now on the Coast. 





BIDS FOR ‘HENRY’ 
Hollywood, March 21. 
Paramount, Metro and Fox have 
made bids for Benn Levy’s ‘Spring 
time for Henry.’ 
Play is at the Hollywood Play- 
with E. E. Horton starring. 





Jolson’s Frisco Date 
San Francisco, March 21. 
Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ tenta- 
tively booked into Betasco & Cur- 
ran’s Curran for April 3, following 
a Los Angeles engagement, 





Court Weighs Lee Shubert’s Offer 
To Put Up $300,000 to Continue: 





Bonds Held Worth 





New Combination 


A new producing combina- 
tion composed of Vincent You- 
mans, Lawrence Schwab and 
Buddy DeSylva is in prospect. 

They’re discussing amalga- 
mation. If set the trio will, of 
course, specialize in musicals. 

















WYNN’S $5,000 ON AIR 
MAY END REVUE RUN 


With a radio contract calling for 
$5,000 
pocket, Ed 


weekly for 13 weeks in his 


wants to close 


the 


Wynn 
his ‘The Laugh Parade’ at Im- 
perial April 23, shortly the 
comiec’s air debut is dated. Figured 
the show could run into if not 
through the summer and Lee Shu- 
bert is trying to get Wynn not to 
quit, 

The broadcast calls for 15 min- 
utes, once weekly for Texaco oil 
company putting a new gasoline 
on the market. When given the 
mike offer Wynn, not so sure of 
his radio capacity set the figure so 
high he thought it would be re- 
jected. However, the ad agency 
which made the deal was out to 
buy the name, even though new to 
the air. 

First plans called for broadcast- 
ing from Wynn's dressing room and 
that may be done should ‘Parade’ 
continue after the radio work 
starts. Program said to be some- 
thing of a novelty with Wynn the 
‘chairman’ of the stunt. He is 


before 


| working on new material for the 


air entertainment. 

Recently Wynn incorporated the 
show under the name of the Kee- 
nan Productions, at that time set- 
ting his weekly salary down at 
$1,500. Formerly it was five G’s. 





Split on Bookings May 


Save Richmond Shows 


While Richmond, Va. is still 
legitless, due to a tax being threat- 
ened on the city auditecrium there, 
feeling in New York booking offices 
is that the trouble will be straight- 
ened out, but with the city’s book- 
ings revised. 

New system will be that the 
Lyric, a Wilmer & Vincent house, 
will get the dramatic shows while 
the tax exempt auditorium will play 
the musicals or productions the 
Lyric can't hold. Understood this 
arrangement is in the wind, 

Richmond went off the legit list 
when that city stated the former 
tax exempt Auditorium would have 
to pay $18,000 a year if continuing 
to book attractions. Only show that 
has playéd Richmond since this 
edict was ‘Strange Interlude,’ at tne 
Lyric. 





. * . 
Disguised Censoring 
Washington, March 21. 

Protest against certain features 
of the Capper-Norton amendment 
to the District of Columbia child 
labor law has been made to Sen. 
Capper (R.), of Kansas, and Rep. 
Mary T. Norton (D.), of New Jer- 
sey, by the National Council on 
Freedom from Censorship and the 
Actors’ Equity wussociation. 

The associations object to the 
clause which authorizes the Board 
of Education to issue permits to 
children taking part in any profes- 
sional traveling theatrical produc- 
tion not considered offensive to 
public decency. 

Objections are that the clause 
makes the board in effect censors of 
the shows appearing here with chil- 
dren in the cast. 


Megger to Stage Play 


Crosby Gaige has taken a new 
pl iy by Martha Madison titled ‘The 
Nigl Remembers.’ 

He wants Hamilton MacFadde1 
Fox picture director, to 
piece. If agreeable to MacFadden, 
show will go on right away. Other- 
wise, it'll probably hold over till the 
Fall. 


stage the 





Ac on Dollar 


Lee Shubert offers to put up 
$300,000 to keep the receivership of 
the Shubert Theatre Corporation 
going into next season. That prop- 


osition is being considered by the 
court, after a meeting with crede- 
itors’ committees Friday. Holding 


the business together until expected 
better times in the legit theatre, 
increases the chances of the cred- 
itors receiving a better settlement. 

Looked black for the creditors 
if the receivers were forced to 
liquidate. It was estimated that if 
the assots were disposed of on 
forced sale at present market prices 
the creditors would get about 4 
cents on the dollar, 

The estimate of 4 cents on the 
dollar pertains to the bonds also, 
Monday they were quoted at 1% or 
$15 on the $1,000. On the basis of 4 
cents, however, the value would be 
$40, suggesting that the appraisal of 
the bonds in open market trading is 
out of line with the 4 cents-on-the«- 
dollar estimate mentioned. 

The time limit on the receivere- 
ship is June 2, and although 
the court is usually opposed to exe 
tending such proceedings. Shu- 
bert’s new offer and the weight of 
creditors may influence the court 
to make the grant beyond the 
present time limit. General cone 
ditions will count in that decision, 
too, It is conceded the receiver- 
ship cannot work ihe business out 
of trouble this season. 

Lee Shubert’s plan is said not to 
be one of reorganization. It was 
estimated that $2,000,000 of working 
capital would be required to keep 
the business going. However, the 
$300,000 offer may tide the receiver- 
ship over until the new season, 
Shubert would put in the money by 
buying receivers’ certificates as hé 
did last fall. At the time ready 
cash was needed and the court aue 
thorized $150,000 in certificates of 
which Lee bought $50,000. He was 
reimbursed, fresh money coming in 
from advance rent on the Winter 
Garden. 

Committee Reauests 


There was another meeting Frlé 
day bringing the receivers and come 
mittees before Judge Francis C, 
Caffey, who has the Shubert mat- 
ter in hand. The independent bond- 
holders’ committee asked for an ine 
vestigation of the Shubert corporae- 
tion, which would be accompanied 
by a complete audit. This commite 
tee wants light on claims as to ase 
sets at the time the bonds were 
marketed, Reported the commit- 
tee made no comment on Shubert’s 
continuation plan, but even if op- 
posing, the court would likely lean 
toward the majority of creditors as 
represented by the other three come 
mittees. 

Nine subsidiaries of the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation were placed in 
receivership by Judge Caffey on 
Friday. While all parcels were in 
the corporation there was a techni- 
cal out whereby holders of the 
mortgages could foreclose on prop- 
erties upon which the interest and 
taxes were not fully paid. That was 
shown when the Shuberts recently 
lost the Majestic, Masque and 
Royale theatres, which were a sep- 
arate corporation known as the 
Royma Realty Co. 

With the separate corporations 
now under the full protection of the 
court, there can be no move against 
the properties which are: 

Imperial theatre (249 West 45th 
Street, Inc.); Chanin’s 46th Street 
(226-236 West Forty-fifth Street, 
Inc.); National theatre (Forty-first 
Street Theatre Co.); Longacre thee 
atre (Acre Realty Co.); Central 
theatre (Jason Building Co.); waree 
house (635 Greenwich Street Co.); 
Shubert booking exchange; S. 8, 
Shubert Amusement Co., and Sam §S, 
and Lee Shubert, Inc., which transe 
ferred its assets to the main core 
poration. The book value of the 
realty involved is well over $6,000,< 
000. Book value of the Royma’s 
theatres was $3,325,000. 


JOLSON TROUPE RESTS 


Los Angeles, March 21. 
All of Al! j Par 
company arrived here today (Mone 
day). 
They wil! lay off in t sunshine 
before opening the loral Faster 


, 
week's engagement. 
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House Com. Favors Dickstein Alien 


Actor Bill) Which Worries London 


Washington, March 21. 

Two important pieces of legisla- 
tion, caiculated to bring relief to the 
theatrical business, got out in the 
open yesterday. President Hoover 
signed an act strengthening the 
contract labor clause in the immi- 
gration law as it applies to instru- 
mental musicians entering the U. S. 


The Dickstein bill, which places 
alien actors under the same provi- 
sion of the immigration law, was 


reported favorably by the House 
Immigration Committee. It would 
bar all actors except those who can 
prove their work ‘distinguished’ and 
their ability ‘merited.’ 

All musicians and actors come 
under the Dickstein proposal. ‘A 
character requiring superior talent’ 
must proved for all American 
engagements. Departure must be 


be 


assured upon completition of con- 
tracts. 
Othe bills pending concern 


choristers and opera singers. 


Deplored Abroad 
London, March 21. 
Executive committee of British 
Equity and the Labor Ministry are 
worried over the report of the U. 
S. House Committee on Immigra- 
tion favoring the Dickstein Bill 


which would restrict foreign ar- 
tists. 
Feeling here is that the entire 


business may have been started by 
the recent banning in London of a 
few American artists. 

A high official in the Labor Min- 
istry tells ‘Variety’ that the Min- 
istry’s attitude has not changed. 
He feels that there is a belief in 
the United States that Britain is 
keeping out Americans, which he 
deplores as unfounded. 

Alfred Wall, secretary of British 
Squity, says that if the Dickstein 
bill gets through Congress it will 
create a delicate Anglo-American 
situation. 


NO CHANCE FOR TWO 
NO-CHANCE- FOR-2-NEW 


London, March 21, 

Players Theatre Company gave a 
single performance of ‘Playground’ 
at the Garrick Sunday night (20). 
Piece had been given a brief try- 
out previously at the Players’ own 
miniature theatre. It’s a drama 
about girls’ schools and contains 
some interesting scenes but fails to 
sustain interest for an entire eve- 
ning. 

‘Rudolph of Austria’ at the Arts 
Theatre is written around that 
famous episode in Central Europe 
which made world history, Piece 
misses fire with some dramatic op- 
portunities neglected. Ion Swinley 


won considerable plaudits by his 
clever trouping but play has no 
chance. 


French Circus Family 
In Billing Trouble 


Paris, March 12, 

Bougliones, father and son, own- 
ers of a minor traveling circus, have 
brought the art of exploitation to 
such a pitch that they are now get- 
ting into legal difficulties. 

One stunt is to hire some one 
with the same name as a well 
known circus owner and then use 
it as coverage for their own tent. 
This resulted in complaints of the 
Geant Gleich and Pinde circuses. 
They have also put up Buffalo Bill 
posters, using a decoy to substanti- 
ate that the old scout is with the 
show. 


Paris to See ‘5 Star’ 
Paris, March 21. 


Henry Torres, attorney, is busy 


adapting ‘Five Star Final’ for stage 
production here. Camille Wyn, who 





OLD MELLER IDEA 


London Will Get ‘10 Nights’ by 
Birmingham Players 
London, March 12. 


Birmingham 
which 


Repertory Theatre, 
discovered some of the 
best plays in years, including ‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ is shortly 


has 


producing ‘Ten Nights in a Bar- 
Room’ in its entirety. 

Emile Littler, manager of the 
Players, saw the piece done in 


Chicago years back and wanted to 
do it perfectly seriously in England. 
The troupers will descend into the 
audience and sell peanuts during 
the interval. 


—— 


MOLNAR’S ‘SOMEBODY’ 
DISAPPOINTS BUDAPEST 


Budapest, ak 


Molnar’s annual new play is al- 
ways regarded as the event of the 
season, but this time it fell rather 
short of expectations. No denying 
the perfect craftsmanship of 
‘Somebody,’ current at the Bel- 
varosi theatre after its world pre- 
miere in Berlin and the Vienna per- 
formance, both at Reinhardt’s—the 
new Molnar comedy displays too 
much of that quality and too little 
of dramatic plot. 

The way a fictitious husband is 
made up of objects supposedly be- 
longing to him, with the result that 
even the spectator, who knows per- 
fectly well that the count does not 
exist, cannot help believing for a 
moment that he does, is a piece of 
admirable stage legerdermain and 
one cannot help feeling that is not 
enough for a whole evening. 

‘Elizabeth of England,’ the 
Bruckner play at the Vigszinhaz, 
got splendid press notices and 
much appreciation from every 
quarter, but it is too serious to be 
a lasting hit here. Frida Gom- 
baszo gives a remarkably fine per- 
formance, ae : : 

‘Midnight Tango,’ new musical 
with book by Vandai and Bekeffi 
and a sound if not too lively score 
by Komjathy, is distinctly of the 
better type of operettas. The plot 
might do for a farce even without 
music. 

Rather slow in places, but good 
fun most of the time, thanks to 
Ratkay, capital comedian. Juci La- 
bass as the girl was not interesting 
enough and the orange wig she 
wore instead of her own black hair, 
made her look unattractive, 

‘My Fiance, the Scoundrel’ is the 
title of another new musical per- 
formed by the Varosi theatre com- 
pany, acting, for lack.of a producer, 
on their own on a Soviet basis. 
They’ve never been so good before 
and in that stoneybroke theatre 
really scored a success at last. 

Plot of the play, by Dezso Uray, 
is about a crazy romantic girl who 
wants to marry out of the common 
and falls in love with a man she 
takes, through some misunder- 
standing, to be an escaped convict 
when all the time he is the surgeon 
of the jail. 

The cast's heroic efforts of get- 
ting a production under way with- 
out a cent, are well rewarded. 
Money in the till is distributed 
every night, and keeps them above 
water, but the performance couldn't 
be bettered if everybody had three 
months’ salary in advance, 


March 





Opera Book ‘Cynical’ 


March 21. 

Alfredo Casella’s opera ‘Donna 
Serpente’ (‘Serpent Woman’) got its 
world premiere at the Royal Opera 
House Thursday (18) to a tumultu- 
ious reception. 

About half the house was en- 
thusiastic, with the other half de- 
precating the piece as ultra-modern 
}and eynical. 

Story is based on an old fable by 
i Carlo Gozzi. 
— 
POLDI REIFF DIES 

The Hague, March 10. 
broldi Reiff, 
eT, died 
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Henlere Wants Fine Back 


For Running Overtime 


London, March 12. 

Herschel Henlere says he will sue 
General Theatres Corp., for alleged 
arrears of salary amounting to about 
$28.80 a figure which he says was 
deducted as a fine for over-staying 
his act at the Palladium during 
‘Crazy Week.’ Pianist has twice 
previously been fined on this cir- 
cuit for the same offence. He admits 
he has a reputation for over- 
staying. 
On the night of his supposed 
over-staying, it resulted in a free 
fight between dressers, managers, 
and artists. 


Maurice Browne Does 


A Joe Zelli in London, 
But Show Is Floppo 


London, March 21, 

Maurice Browne pulled a Joe Zel- 
li here on his show, ‘Punchinello,’ 
and with the same results Zelli had 
in New York a couple months back 
on ‘Papavert.’ 

Show was panned on opening and 
folded in three days. Browne put 
it back into rehearsal changed it a 
bit and recast it. It reopened at the 
Globe and lasted only another few 
days. 


BUDAPEST GETS VAUDE 
IN 2,000-SEAT VAROSI 


Budapest, March 12. 
Lease of Varosi theatre, seating 
over 2,000, which has been pending 
for months, is settled at last. Build- 
ing, originally intended for People’s 
Opera, and straggling along with 
second-rate operettas for years, be- 
longs to the municipality. 
Now the mayor has signed a con- 
tract granting the lease for five 
years to Antonio Labriala, interna- 
tional showman of Italian extrac- 
tion, who proposes to turn Varosi 
Theatre into fhe big Vaude house 
that Budapest has been lacking. 
Years ago this city was famous 
for its orpheums and night life, but 
that style of entertainment has gone 
out of fashion: here lately. 
Labriola is one of the big show 
people of the continent, with cir- 
cuits especially in Italy, Switzer- 
land and Germany. Varosi Theatre 
will be another link in the chain. 


Bernstein’s New Play 


Paris, March 12. 
Giving up his habit of writing 
plays in many tableaux, Henry 
Bernstein has written ‘Le Messager’ 
in three acts and two sets. It will 
be produced next year at his Le 
Gymnase, : 
Leads will be done by Marcelle 
Romee, Michel Simon, Paul Bernard, 
Aime Clariond, and a colored girl 
yet unsigned, 
Bernstein is also authoring a pic- 
ture for Venloo Productions to be 
directed by Augusto Gemina. Film 
will star Marie Bell, and Andre 
Berley. 


Fischer’s Operation 
Paris March 21. 
Clifford Fischer, agent, success- 
fully came through an emergency 
operation for appendicitis last week. 


2 THEATRE DEALS 


Natan Taking Up Fournier’s Inter- 
ests—Dufrenne May Build 





Paris, March 12. 
Two theatre deals are taking 
place, First is the purchase by 
Natan of Fournier’s remaining in- 


terest in the Empire, the Salle 
Wagram, the Folies Wagram and 
the Rialto. 


One plan for disposal of the prop- 
erties includes adding the Rialto to 
the Empire, and building a big 
house to be operated on a vaudfilm 
policy. Though no immediate trans- 
formation is contemplated, it means 
that Dufrenne and Varna will have 
to give up the Empire, the last big 
vaude stand in Paris. This looks 
like the beginning of the breaking 
up of the Dufrenne and Varna 
partnership. 

The other deal is the purchase by 
Dufrenne, without Varna, of the site 
of the old Marguery restaurant, pre- 
sumably for a new theatre. Du- 
frenne, though advertising his in- 
tention to retire from show business 
and concentrate on politics, ap- 
parently intends to stay in business. 


CEDRIC BELFRAGE’S 0. 0. 
OF B’WAY AND H’WOOD 


London, March 21. 
Cedric Belfrage, film critic of 
Lord Beaverbrook’s ‘Sunday Ex- 
press,’ sails for the U. S. on the 
Majestic Wednesday (23) for a six 
week visit. 
He'll hop out to Hollywood dur- 
ing that time to look things over, 











French Court’s Precedent 
On Play-Screen Dialog 


Paris, March 12. 

Court dismissed the suit of Man- 
ager Lehmann, of the Porte Saint- 
Martin, against the Rostand heirs. 
Lehmann owns the stage rights 
to ‘L’Aiglon’ and claimed that the 
heirs were infringing by selling the 
rights to make a picture of the play. 
Since the film is using the dialog 
of the play, this decision means 
that screen entértainmeént is legally 
not considered direct opposition to 
legit. 





Dancers Booked 


London, March 21, 

Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley 
(American), originally booked into 
the Savoy for a fortnight, were held 
over for a third week, 
Trick dance act was asked to 
stay even longer, but had to move 
on to take care of some German 
bookings. They'll return in June 
for a month. 


CARROLL’S ROUND TRIP 


Paris, March 21, 
Earl Carroll in and out of town. 
He'll spend ten days looking over 
the shows in London and Berlin and 


return on the Ile de France March 
31, 





Zittau Fire 
Zittau, March 11, 
Fire has destroyed the Zittau 
Municipal theatre. Blaze occured 





late at night. 
House is a complete loss. 
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Sydney, Feb. 

Creswell O'Reilly, commonwealth 
censor, stated in his report that 
gangster and’ prison pictures have 
now given way to mistress themes 
and sex immorality drama, Censor 
went on to state that clean pictures 
could be almost counted on the dig- 
its of both hands. Report admits 
that there has been a slight im- 
provement in British pictures, but 
British producers were still step- 
ping over the borderline into sug- 
gestiveness and indecency. 

Pictures rejected amounted to 8.7 
British, and 4.7 American, Ficures 
prove American pictures cleaner. 
Feature of the report is the gen- 
eral condemnation of the moral 
standard of films imported 
Australia during 1951. Censor 
that owing to the moral standard 
of pictures it would be impossible 
to abolish a censorship board. 

O'Reilly's methods are a puzzle to 
the trade here. He rejected 79 pic- 











board passed 


'45 of them as okay. 


Visitors Expected 

Visitors are expected at the end 
of the month to witness the open- 
ing of Sydney’s Harbor Bridge. Fes- 
tivities will extend until the end of 
March. 

Means that the amusement houses 
should see nice trade. 


Show Business 





expected to continue so right over 
Lent, 

Pictures in the big money include 
‘Palmy Days,’ ‘Alex Hamilton,’ ‘Yel- 





into | 
said | 


low Passport,’ ‘Unholy Garden,’ 

‘Dracula’ and ‘Madelon Claudet.’ 
W. T. has a winner with ‘Blue 

Roses’ (legit). Show is weak in 


| ards, 
‘Barrets of Wimpole Street’ 
| opened strongly for same manage- 
ment. 
Vaude-revue policy seems to be 
iSslipping mainly because of a lack 
, (Continued on page 52) 


Currently business is good and is} 


plot, but makes up with the dane-| 
ing of Madge Elliott and Cyril Rich- | 


BERLIN HOUSES 
RELIGHT AS 
TERMS EASE 


Berlin, March 19. 

A year ago at least $10,000 or 
$15,000 was needed to open a the. 
atre. The police requested, for in 
stance, a deposit of a sum guar. 
anteeing salaries for two months, 
Now a sum just sufficient for a few 
days is demanded. 
isfied with a percentage of the 
gross, and so are the actors, prom. 
inent or less well known. 


Only 


opening of theatres which have not 
played for months. 
sance opens under the direction of 
Huth with ‘Case Grossman.’ Typ-« 
ical, also, is the coming up of the 
so-called Licho ‘collectiv.’ He took 
over, with a number of actors, the 
Theatre in der Stresemann-Strase, 
was successful with his second 
play, and thus had such financia] 
credit as to be able to take over 
the Theatre am Kurfuerstendamm 
just given up by Max Reinhardt. 

New, too, is the fashion of pube 
lishing companies financing the- 
atres to have plays appear. Licho’'s 
successful play, ‘Jewel Robbery,’ had 
previously been refused by nearly 
all Berlin managements. 

Carl Becker-Sachs, former actor, 
but now manager of a well-known 
amusement enterprise in the Easte 
end Neue Welt, has made such a 
success that he now has the funds 
to take over the Theatre am Schiff- 
bauerdamm for operettas, the first 


to be ‘Ballnacht’ (Ball Night’) by 
Oscar Straus. 
3erlin theatres, however, are now 


headed by the Rotters’ concern 
which has eight houses. Firm may 
also apply for the Berliner theatre 
in which to do ‘Dubarry.’ 


PICS AND 4 VAUD ACTS 
INTO DOM.—GULLIVER 


London, March 21. 








Dominion, on behalf of Moss Em- 


independently according to his own 
ideas. Starts next Monday (28). 

For his opening program Gullivet 
will have a picture plus a vaude 
show headed by Dora Maughan 


(American). With Miss Maughan 
will be the Cafe Anglais band and 
three other acts. 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


London, March 12. 

Another rush of first nights, and 
more dark houses due any minute. 

With the critics and _ public 
screaming for good shows, and with 
overheads less than they were & 
year ago, practically nothing worth 
while is produced. 


Second Try Clicks 

Perhaps the most important first 
night recently was the Maurice 
Browne revival of ‘Punchinello’ at 
the Globe. This play, by J. H. 
Turner, was taken off after three 
nights only three weeks ago. Re- 
vised, cut and speeded up, it is be- 
ing tried again. 

George Hayes has taken over the 
lead, scoring a success, and the 
piece looks like a hit. It drew top 
rate notices and will undoubtedly 
stay the pace on the second time 
out, 


Cochran’s ‘Hat Trick’ 
Charles Cochran looks as though 
he has pulled off what the English 
eall the ‘hat trick,’ which means 
three successive successes in 4ny 
sporting venture. Phrase originated 
{at cricket, where the bowler, if get- 
ting three men out with successive 
| balls, had a hat passed round the 
| tion of hi for monetary appreclt- 
tion of his prowess. 
Cochran has now scored 
with ‘Cavaleade,’ ‘Helen’ and ‘Ca 
and Fiddle.’ 





' -_-_—_—_— 

| Ralph Lynn Alone ; 
| For the past 10 years the Aldwych 
{has annually presented a new farce 
|by Ben Travers, starring Tom 
| Walls and Ralph Lynn. Latest ©! 
| fort, “Dirty Work,’ opened Mars 
|7 without Walls, who is still n 


or less knocked out by @ hunt! 
|} accident last vear., 
Show opened quite well wit 
| Walls, but one ticket man is 4 
| thority for stating that Walls 
| straight man, is the pull and 
| Ralph Lynn, as popularly suggest: 1, 
| Theatre men will have an oppot* 


} (Continued on page 56) 
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B’way Spurts 


Despite Lent 








(Continued from page 1) frei 4 (26); egy sate ook up- 

— . haatra| Stairs, Dut grosses down to 000. 

tected by having: booked cade | ‘Night Over Taos,’ 48th St. Taken 

parties. Broadway's vaudeville “ off last Saturday; good production 

home of the picture houses are | got little at b. 0.; two weeks; ‘Take 
strongly entrenched with attrac- My Tip’ due April 11. 

tions which should counter the Of Thee ! Sing,’ Music Box (13th 

al dorp the week preceding | week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Continues 

usua ionly show in town playing to ca- 

Easter. | pacity; last week up somewhat to} 

Further improvement is expected | nearly $30,500; great advance sale 

. > _] ‘ : : Panis 14 . 

from the holiday (28) on. Some} Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (19th| 


agence ies claimed trade was no bet - | 


slump have a chance to prove draw- 


ing powers after this week. They 


week) (C-1,168-$3). 


reduced; around $24,000. 
‘There’s Always Juliet,’ 
(C-1,099-$3). 


Empire 


(6th week) Improved 


Approximated | 


Just two legit attractions in town 
last week and both of them were 

ismash hits. 

George White, booking indepen- | 
dently, came into the Metropolitan 
Opera House and cleaned up. The 
rental is understood as having been} 
only $3,000. White claimed that fig- 
iring in all incidentals he was get- 
ting a 90-10 break on the booking. 

| Week's gross was $52,000. 

The other wallop was ‘The Bar- 
‘etts of Wimpole Street,’ which ex- 
ept for the first night was a solid 


,.| $20,000, again topping the non- 
ter, but agencies asking small nag tooo mare cmuheal Kingdom’; | 
miums stated that trade was bet- looks safe well into summer. j 
ter right through the week. That} ‘Riddle Me This,’ John Golden | 
was substantiated by the final) (5th week) (C-900-$3). Moved up-| 
grosses, which in the case of the| ward again with seep gga to a 
dramas were better as much asl sie en quoted <¢ | 
$1,000. | ‘Springtime for Henry,’ sijou | 

Three musicals held to big money.| (15th week) (F-605-$3). Just bet- | 
‘of Thee I Sing’ continued the only| ter ene —, — — but | 
show actually playing to capacity | improved to ) ist week. e. 

: $30,500; ‘Hot-Cha’ appeared hot | ‘The Animal Kingdom, Broad- 
at : ‘ ‘ “ean hurst (llth week) (C-1,118-$3). Has 
in the agencies and its first full) been holding to excellent money; 
week at $47,000 should be main- | around $20,000 last two weeks; | 
tained or bettered; ‘Face the Music’! moves to Empire April 4. | 
again turned in a gross close to| ‘The Devil Passes, Selwyn (12th | 
$38,000 with more chance for im-| week) (D-1,067-$3). Final week; 

in ’ was off last week but bunch of par- | 
provement than ‘Cha. lties figured to jump over $12,000 

The comedy leaders held to same | this week. 
money both ‘ -eunion in Vienna’ and | ‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller (18th 
‘Animal Kingdom’ around $20,000; i (C-946-$3). One week more 
‘Counsellor’ picked up to $17,090,{4nd then road; could stick; $10,000 | 
3 ‘Intiet®? i -oved to $14,000, | 4tely; ‘There's Always Juliet’ moves | 
and ‘Juliet ss - |} over from Empire. | 
while ‘Riddle Me This’ went t0| «pp, Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
$12,500. | (20th week) (C-1,099-$3). Another 

Two of the newer shows which] 00d money maker among musi- 
came in during the late winter| Cals; off lately but operating cost 

| 
! 


Manhattan’ (moved 
from Fulton) and ‘The| 
Husband’ liked at the 


‘Child’ claimed a pickup 


are ‘Child of 
to Cort 
Warrior's 
Morosco. 
last week. 


Two shows are ducking Holy 
Week by laying off on Broadway 
‘Vanities’ and ‘Mourning Becomes 
Slectra,’ both resuming Saturday. 


‘Night Over Taos’ stopped at the 
48th Street last Saturday after less 
than two weeks. ‘The Devil Passes’ 
exits from the Selwyn to the road 
this week. 

To dodge the flock of new trys 
next week ‘Happy Landing’ will 
open Saturday (26) at the 46th 


Street and on same night ‘Experi- 
ence Un-Necessary’ comes back for 
a repeat try at the National, Re- 
vised premiere list next week: ‘Life 
Begins,’ Selwyn; ‘Intimate Rela- 
tions,’ ..Ambassador; ‘The Decoy, 
Mansfield; ‘The Border Line,’ Bilt- 
more; ‘Bloodstreams’ (all male, 
mixed cast), Times Sq.; ‘Black- 
berries of 1932’ (colored), Liberty; 
‘Black Soul’ (colored), Province- 
town, and a Spanish troupe, New 
Yorker. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Blessed Event,’ Longacre (7th 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Held improved 
form last week; gross again approx- 
imated $11,000; should do better 
after this week. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (24th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Probably 
best money maker among season's 
musicals; business past two weeks 
topped $20,000 and should improve 
after Easter. 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ Cort (4th 
week) (C-1,043-$3). Improvement 
last week and also figures to jump 
now; came in during slump; bit 
under $5,000; moved here from Ful- 
ton Monday. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ 
(21st week) (C-1,041-$3). Away out 
im front; picked up last week to 
$17,000 and looks a cinch well into 
summer, 

‘Cynara,’ 


Plymouth 


Shubert 


(2ist week) 
(CD-1,395-$3). Has developed into 
very good cut rate ticket and may 


stay through spring; paced around 


$10.000, 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amster- 
dam (6th week) (M-1,702-$5.50). 
Some rear row trouble early in 
week, but again close to capacity 
With gross near $38,000; only ‘Hot- 
Cha‘ bigger 

‘Few Wild Oats,’ Forrest (ist 
week) (C-1,015-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (C. W. Keim): written 
by Arthur Hoerl: opens Thursday 
(24), 

‘Hot Cha,’ Ziezfeld (3d week) (M- 


1,622. $5.50). Agencies report excel- 
ent demand: ended first full week 


was 
where 


week when gross 
moves to Miller 
business should be equally 
short cast comedy. 

‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ 


again last 
$14,000; 


Morosco 


(3d week) (C-893-$3). Came in 
during slump and no real line on 
chances yet; last week under 
$5,000, 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Cohan (6th 


temoval here 
better test 
improve- 


(D-1,400-$3). 
from Harris will get 
after this week; claimed 
ment to $6,000 last week. 

‘Vanities,’ 44th St. (30th week) 
(R-1,463-$3). Laying off until Sat- 
urday; dipped plenty in last month; 
around $12 :000 but may come back. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (10th week) (D-1,090-$3). Fig- 
ures to last through spring; has 
been doing well considering times; 
lately around $9,000. 

Other Attractions 

‘Night With Barrie,’ Playhouse; 
revivals of ‘Alice Sit by the Fire’ 
and ‘Old Lady Shows Medals.’ 

‘What’s It to You,’ Province- 
town; amateur revue. 


2 of 4 Frisco Shows 
Don’t Mind Lent; ‘Mouse’ 
Opens to Nice $11,000 


San Francisco, March 21. 
For the first time in months local 
legit is booming, four houses oper- 
ating despite Lent. Two of the 
pieces are doing excellent business, 


week) 





one is fair and the fourth just 
crawling along. 
A good advance sale preceded 


Colleen Moore at Henry Duffy’s Al- 


cazar yesterday (20), and a good 
figure is looked for there. 
First colored show to hit this 


town in a long while is ‘Lucky Day,’ 
Rodney Pantages’ opus, It’s at Er- 
langer’s Columbia after 10 Los An- 
geles weeks. Show has drawn good 
comment and operates at $2 top, 
four bits lower than usual ’Frisco 
seale, but the quantity business 
isn’t there. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Church Mouse,’ Alcazar (ist 
week) (C-1,600; $1.50). Started 
healthily and may ring the bell for 


as high as $11,000. House has been 
dark for several weeks. 

‘First Mrs. Fraser,’ Curran (2d- 
week) (D-1,600; $2.50). Polite show 


George that is finding 
as $4,000 indicates. 
‘Grand Hotel,’ Geary (3d week) 
(D-1,700:; $2.50). Clicking sweetly 
at $13,000, Aid probably will remain 
two more weeks. 
‘Lucky Day,’ Columbia (1st week) 


with Grace 
the going tough, 





t- sell-out with gross about $47,000: | 
hot much under full capacity. 
‘Left Bank,’ Little (25th 
(D-539-$3), Road )}lans 
and may £0 through 
Satisfied with percentage share 

pa ed around $5,000, 


| 
week) | 


back 


Feason: cust 


set 


‘D- yt in the Air,’ Ritz (3d week) 
45-$3). Strong bankroll hold- | 
ee mystery show in for a _ time, 
“Mousiness weak; $4.000 or less. 
eat) con in Yellow River,’ Guild 
1 Week) (CD-914-$3). ‘Too True 
yr Be Good due here in two weeks 
eri 4); ‘River’ doubtful aft 
lat: subse iption ioney Kay at 
$14.06 . it ; = a ’ ; 
mourning Becomes Electra,’ Alvin! 
- week ) (D-1, 327-$4). Laying} 
mus (Holy) week, resuming! 


(M-1,200; $2). A colored show, and 
like other colored shows in ‘Frisco 
| just fair at $6,500. One week to go 


Cincinnati Low Scales 
OK, $4.40 ‘Wagon’ Light 


Cincinnati, March 21. 

‘Band Wagon’ at $4.40 top had 
losing week at Er! anger-Gri ind 
Upstairs seats fair, but orchestr 
was ._ lig! at all perfor ! 
Liouse @a this eek 

nn TiScve l! } it’} Wit! b nA 
op =) vert last week drew we 

id vill kel pla ‘ n é€n- 
igement late in Apr =n a 
vance sale for ‘Grand Hote} 
rent attraction at this theatre 


| Gross 


good for | 


balcony 


BOSTON SHOWLESS 


Holy Week Finds Town Bare of 
Legitimate Attractions 





March 


town with- 
attraction in the legit 

Several are booked for 
Saturday openings and 
others venture forth after Hol) 
Week has passed, 

Blanche Yurka in Shaw's 
dida,’ the only legit last 

to be tter prey ious 

in her week's stay at 
Hollis the 


went 
$8,000. Final bro 


Boston, 21. 


This week finds the 
out a single 
theatres. 


Easter 


Can- 
week 
ween Ss 


here 
failed 
grosses 
the 
ovel 
$7,000. 


iour 


L£TOSS 


neve 


week ight 


‘Scandals’ and ‘Barretts’ 
Philadelphia Smashes at 
$52, 000 and $33,000 


March 21. 


Philadelphia, 


the Forrest. The orches- 
tra was moved out of the pit to the 
mezzanine, thus giving 43 
downstairs, which after 
opening were completely sold. 
on week at a $3 top was fig- 
ured at $33,000, with next week sold 


sellout at 


extra sé 
the 


ats 


}out entirely beforehand. 

These two solid sellouts in height 
of Lenten period show the real 
trend here in Philly. If they want 
‘em they'll go. 

No openings this week, with three 
scheduled for next Monday (28). 
Mask and Wig’s ‘Ruff Neck’ will 
reopen the Garrick for two weeks 





Cohan’s ‘Confidential 
Service’ comes to the Broad for a 
Similar period. The Locust will 
have the Russian revue, ‘The Blue 
Bird,’ for Easter Week. There are 
a half dozen or more April bookings. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Circus Princess’ operetta of 1927, 
being revived by Shuberts. 

*1.C.U." by Samuel Hy Cohen and 
Carry Funk Koch, now being cast 
by Howard Millman, who recently 
left Lyons & Lyons to become a 
producer. No date set for pro- 
duction yet. 

‘We Are No Longer Children,’ 
Leopold Marchand comedy adapted 
by Wm. B. Murray and Ilka Chase, 
is now in rehearsal with W. A. 
Brady, Jr., doing his own staging. 
June Walker and Geoffrey Kerr 
have the leads with Spring Bying- 
ton, Harold Vermilyea, Dorothy Lee 
in support. Due early in April. 

‘That Hilton Woman,’ by Howard 
Comstock, for production by Joseph 
Daly. 

‘En Famille,’ 


ard George M, 








by John Halloran, 
actor, to be produced by Bruce 
Conning and John Gunning. 

‘Foreign Affairs,’ by Paul Hervey 
F.x and Geo. Tilton, will go into 
rehearsal today (Tuesday) under 
sponsorship of B. F. Kamsler and 
Arthur Lubin. Dorothy Gish, Os- 
good Perkins and Henry Hull in 
the cast. 

‘Dark Journey’ is being readied 
for production by Douglas Mont- 
gomery. Marie Baumer, author. 

‘Shanghai Marriage,’ first play by 
R. R. Harris, English author, opens 
in Boston Saturday (26) with E. E. 
Clive heading a cast which includes 
Edward Emery, Harry McNaught- 
on, Noel Tearle, Kathryn March, 
Katherine Standing, Daisy Belmore 
and Elizabeth Johnston. Staged by 
Leslie J. Casey and produced by 
Walter J. Gluck. 


Engagements 


Clare Woodbury, Molly Pearson, 
Frank Conlan, Louis Jean Heydt, 
Eleanor Shaler, ‘Housewarming 
j Lor Elliot. Madge North, Kirk 
| Brow) The Decoy 
| Seott Seaton, ‘Strange Case o 
la jl) 

Bi: ‘ rownle Elise Bartlett, 
Jos, Crehan, ‘Angels Don Kiss. 

‘ Shirl ILrnest W ood 
W J in¢ ° Take Ms ip 

J na Hernandez, ¢ erez Don- 

elie Alvin Dexter, A ‘ ine Lat- 

| ti } es Pri Black Souls.’ 
lh“ Jean Heyd Ho ‘ 

; il oe.” ; 

Mi f bio0od lr nia Rela- 

H Devenport, “Hap; Land- 
re «’ 


1 





Chicago, March 21 
| Chicago's legitdom presents this 
|; week the sorriest S$} acle in ts } 
business history, 4 ng b 


turn of the « 
the first time within that | 
period there are only three 
on tap in ason, Wi only 
more to be added to the list EK: 
|; We kK. Holy Wee a yeal 
}fered 11 attractions, ' 
joining the 
the trio on 
Lenten session 
| rate category. 

Quintet of the survivals 
had little to complain about. 
four holdovers came in for a snappy 
while the newcomer, ‘Zom- 
the Adelphi started off with 
than fair possibilities. Box 
reaction can only be ac- 
for the fact that there 
too manv shows for the 
available legit coin to spread 
among With only three to 
pick from the divvy during the cur- 
rent Holy Week should ample to 
not only keep each one above the 
| water mark but contribute a healthy 
bit to the grouch bag. 


‘Chocolate 


to the 
For 


least 
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shows | 


mids¢ two | 
ister 
igo of- 
two more 
Of 


tinal 
cut- 


following stanza. 
view during 
two are of 


the 


the 


last week 


spurt, 
bie,’ at 
| better 
| office 

counted 
weren't 


be 


snows 


be 


Soldier’ Saturday (19) 
carved out a profitable seven-week 
run at the Erlanger, with Charles 
Purcell and Vivienne Segal, co-stars 
anu owners of the revival, able to 
split the third juiciest melon taken 
out of the town this season. Musi- 
cal went into a week's layoff, and 
is slated to open in Washington 
Easter Sunday. Shutters were 
slapped onto the Erlanger for at 
least a six-week stretch, with Wal- 
ter Hampden in ‘Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac’ due around then on a two- 
week ticket. Other Erlanger-booked 
stand, the Illinois, also still without 
an immediate booking in the offing. 

Scarcity of shows helped ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law’ particularly, that one 
enjoying about the best week of its 
local sojourn. Take here nudged 
over the $10,000 mark. Show this 
week embarks on a new matinee 
scale policy. All balcony seats will 
be tossed out through the grill at 
a buck a throw, while the entire 
lower floor on both the Wednesday 
and Saturday afternoon perform- 


ances will be slashed to $1.50 per 
pew. 
‘Zombie,’ which opened Sunday 


(13), got exciting and favorable rise 
out of the critics. Pace é¢ould have 
been much better than it turned 
out immediately after the shocker’s 
unveiling, but the $6,500 garnered 
on the initial spasm allowed for 
both heaps of hope and an even 
break for both camps concerned. 
Other current affair dealing with 
the funereal theme, ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday,’ at the Playhouse drew 
around $5,000 on its second week. 
Other Saturday bow-out was ‘Ex- 
perience Unnecessary,’ Harris, after 
four weeks of profitless plodding. 
Failed to make any b. o. impression 
from its very entry, coming in un- 
der the Dramatic League banner 
and resorting to the two-for-one 
method on the second stanza. Cast 
was transported back to New York 
on the foldup. 
‘Everybody's Welcome’ 
the Apollo Saturday (26) 
Shubert office announcement that 
the subscribers to the Dramatic 
League may consider this musical 
the seventh item on the League’s 
current season list created quite a 
buzz of comment from the dramatic 
editors on the local dailies. Ex- 
planation sent out said that the 
League because of general business 
and financial conditions ‘finds itself 
unable to provide a seventh play 
possessing the high quality which 
ha: marked the average of its of- 
ferings in the three seasons of its 
offerings.’ Of the six plays already 
sponsored by the League eae lly this 
season five were ftizzles. 
Revival of ‘The Circus 
with the title changed to 


moves into 


at $3 top. 


Princess,’ 
The 





Black 





Chicago Record Low with Only 
3 Legit Shows; Had 11 Last Yr.; 
‘Zombie’ Away Fairly, $6,500 


jmajor part of the money bunched 
lon the last three days. Lays off 
this week and opens Easter Sunday 
in Washington. Erlanger dark until 
the latter part of April, with Walte: 
Hampden’s version of ‘Cyrano de 
| Bergerac’ figured as the next at- 
traction, 

SGounsener- at-Law,’ Selwiyn (6th 


week) (CD-1.086: $3). Week's ony 


non-cut-rater, Jumped to around 
$10,000 mostly due to lack of drama 
opposition. All balcony seats for 
}matinee sold at $1, with lower level 


| 


All | 


chairs going at $1.50 throughout in 
| price slash effective the current 
Ww -ek. 

‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ Play- 
| house (3d week) (D-603; $3). Com- 


; ing 





Mask,’ unfolds at the Grand Faster 
| Sunday. Nothing definitely booked 
beyond that. Shuberts are trying 

to work out an arrangement with 
| the reps for the Dickey estate 

where Katherine Cornell's Surrets 
lof Wimple Street,’ may be brought 
|into the Harris for a run early in 
| April, the star having insisted that 
|}she'll only play either the Harris 
lor the Selw yn. Latter house is now | 
in the hands of Crosby Gaige and | 
the Selwyns on a guarantee against 
losses arrangement fsaize and Sel- 
wvyns have a similar bid or the 

Harris, with the estate reps more 

inclined to fa yt 1 n tt nm the 

Shuberts, who hi: inde the same 

offer, Likely that the Shul ts will 

take over the Haz on a flat rental 
for the Cornell rur 

Estimates for Last Week 

| ‘Chocolate Soldier,” rianzer (7t 
nal WEEK) (Q-1,319% ae Lid 

n 15 ) f } j 
ba ound OY Jor ef 4 n 


} ing 


Keonomic al 
all around at 
One, 


along favorably. 
hookup meant profit 
near $5,000. Advance 
‘Experience Unnecessary,’ 
(4th-final week) (C-1,084; $3) 
into cuts didn’t bring this 
any succor. Gross tipped a 
rrand to around $7,500 on the 
out, with practically all coming 
from rice sources. Production and 
cast returned to New York. House 
dark indef, 
‘Zombie,’ 


Harri 

Go- 
one 
half 
blow — 


Adelphi (1st week) (D- 
1,110; $3). Started off at a fair clip, 
pulling around $6,500. Future 
problematical, though those that 
come scream lustily and depart sat- 
isfied. 


18,400 FOR 3 
IN BARREN L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Only three legit productions kept 
open house last week. Walter 
Hampden’'s ‘Cyrano’ and Edward 
Everett Horton’s ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ got within a few dimes of 
each other at $7,500 on the week. 

‘Gypsy Jim’ at the El Capitain 
dipped to $3,400 on its third and 
final week. Piece never got started. 
Joe E. Brown in ‘Square Crooks’ 
opened on Sunday to a fair advance 
but -indicates. Httle 
shown in the film star's last sta 
appearance at this house in ‘Elmer 
the Great.’ 

Hampden company folded 
Saturday and followed with 
night stands towards the east. Bilt- 
more remains dark until the 27th 
when ‘Wunderbar’ comes in for one 
week. Horton may stay at the 
Playhouse for three more weeks, 
then he will move to San Francisco 
for his first stage appearance there 
in five years. 

Belasco remains dark until the 
27th when Grace George opens in 
‘The First Mrs. Fraser.’ 

Richard Wilbur's 75-cent stock, 
at the Hollywood Music Box, folded 
Thursday (17) after four weeks, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ Biltmore 
(2nd, final week) (D-1,656; 3). 
Little interest in the Hampden pro- 
duction at the $3 price. Gross of 
$7,500 about par with the first week. 

‘Gypsy Jim’ El Capitain (3rd, final 
week) (CD-1,571; $1.50). Less than 
the nut at $3,400, away below aver- 
age. ‘Square Crooks’ opened Sun- 
day. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (2nd week) 
(C-1,152; $2). Strong at $7,500, with 
indication that it can hold this pace 
for another fortnight. 


‘Sigma Chi’ Not So Big 
For Bainbridge Stock 


Minneapolis, March 21. 
‘Sweetheart of Sigma 





on 
one- 





Chi’ was 
not a strong card for Bainbridge 
stock at the Shubert, although 


drawing a trifle better than its two 
predecessors. Gross around $2,200. 
Bad. Current offering is ‘Mrs. 
Wiggs.’ 

A professional wrestling 
on one of the nights helped 
sernstein’s company from the 
lumbia wheel. About $3,000 to 
(aayety. Hinda Wausau is back 
4a guest star this week. 

After a stretch of darkness, 
lowing the William Gillette engage. 
ment Metropolitan lichts up 

gain this week with ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 
sale indicates ca ty 


pacity. 
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Concert 
By Sallie 





Respighi’s Concerts 


Ottorino Respighi is conducting 


three concerts of the Philharmonic 
Symphony Society. The first was | 
E 4 nique event in the musi¢ world | 
Respig s musicianship is genuine, | 
and simple charm of manner on} 
the platform a delight. 


‘Mary of Egypt’ (a mystery Trip- 


tvch for concert in three episodes, 
book by Claudio Guastalla, in 
Italian), had its first performance 

ond part of the program 


Maria ‘harlotte Boerner), whi 
lives close to the River Jordan, had | 
many loves and finally is sent to a 
convent to live in solitary confine- 
ment. Miss Boerner did a big piece 
work satisfactorily. Her voice 
lacks color, but she uses it well. 
Nelson Eddy, Tedesco, Lielen 
Gleason and Myrtle Leonard sang 
in compelling style. Urban super- 
vised the production and Nicola 
Benois the ‘ostume de- 
signs The set 
Respighi f1 
Crowded 


al 


Ol 


scen and ¢ 


was created  b:) 
om three 


house and 


paintings 
an enthusias 


tic audience. 
Intelligent Singing 

The Oratorio Scciety gave a Len- 
ten concert at Carnegie Hall. Two 
psalms by Holst, who is now ona 
visit to this country, and ‘The 
Dream of Gerontius,’ by Elgar, were 
the works presented. The Elgar 


cantata, inspired by Cardinal New- 
man, was heard here about 11 years 
ago. It has « strong mystical ap- 
peal. 
Albert 
authority. 
contralto; 


conducted with 
Van Der Veer, 
Dudley Warwick, bass, 
and Dan Gridley, tenor, were the 
soloists. In the Holst psalms, Mary 
Catherine Akins, the solo séprano 


Stoessel 
Nevada 





and Albert Barber, the tenor, s 
with much intelligence, 


Miss Braddock’s Recital 


} 


Singing her 


ans 





first song recital, 

January oes 
Amelia Braddock 
soprano, offered an 
Old French 


ied 
i 


ac 


from at 


Hall, 


meZZo- 


postponed 
steinway 
English 
interesting am. 
ind Italian li 
Franz and Bach, and a fir.al 
sroup, 


progi 


ty I ry) « " »y* , 
airs, German r by 


English 


Miss Braddock uses her voice 
| badly, and many things she at- 
tempted were beyond her control. 
There is a lack of breath control, 
due to the tones coming from the 
back of the throat, which is forced 
ind eventually too great a strain, 
where the singing in the mask is 


reund and full and easy. 
A fair house. 


Friendly Audience 


Irma Aivano played a progran 
| (piano) covering Ravel's ‘Paranne 
Debussy's ‘La Fille aux Cheveaux 
de Lin,’ as well as variations from 
Beethoven and Bach-Liszt, which 
opened the program. Miss Aivano, 
in technique dynamics and tempo, 
appears to be lacking, but her in- 


terpretations of many of the moods 
of the registered. 
Tair house and friendly response. 


composers 


conduct 
concert 


will 
first 


Percy Grainger 
Westchester County's 


of combined orchestras at the 
County Center, White Plains, in 
April. 


Godfried H. Federlein, organist of 
Temple Emanu-El, will give his 
annual recital at the temple, play- 
ing works by Reger, Gigout, Stra- 
vinsky, Wagner and Bonnet. 








OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 


—_————— 


THE DARK HOURS 


faltimore, March 16. 


Riblical drama in five scenes by Don 
Marquis. Directed by Joy Higgins; settings 
by C. Norris Houghton; costumes by Eliza- 
beth Higgins Sullivan; incidental music by 
Abram Moses. Produced for the first time 
on any stage by the University Repertory 
Players at the Maryland ‘Theatre, Balti- 
more, March 14, 1982 
Caiapha eece . ** .... Joshua T.ogan 
Annas Charities E. Arnt, J! 
REGO. cc cccecoceeeseose ° Kent Smit 
Malchus... seaboeees Myror McCormic« 
Mary Magdelene ..eee Frieda Altman 
I. 2000 40eb00046000660 Bretaigr Windust 
Ezekiel. ..... : Alfred Dairvmple 
Peter iaaeeed .Hent Fonda 
JORN. . ccccecccoecccee vee .Peter Wayne 
Ar as ley I.!(t £ 
J SB woccccceceéece ° James R ard 
Philip. .cccccccccecsecces .B, CC. Everinghim 
ADISNUR. .cocccccccecess Kenneth Berry 
Pilate... ccceccccdcver Charles C, Leatherbee 
Blimd Man... cscccccccccccceccecs john Lewis 
Messenger from Herod.........+¢ John Swope 
Procla, the wife of Herod..Barbara O'Neil 
RAMGRPUG, 20:05} 0 050606608080466 Jeoffrey Palmer 
BRRNP os ccccseveacedds Mrs. Robert Harrison 
First Thief... Charles C. Teatherbee 
Benoa DOE ss sek cvaedea Bretaigne Windus 

It is a far cry from the comic 
inebriety of ‘The Old Soak’ to the 
reverent tragedy of ‘The Dark 
fours,’ but the passion play world 
premiered by the University thea- 
tre for the final week of their local 
season is by the same columnist- 


playwright as the Broadway success 
of other years. 

‘The Dark Hours’ is a sincere, 
reverent, and engrossing dramatiza- 
tion of betrayal, trial and crucifixion 
of Christ. Feelingly written in 
poeticeprose, with a nice sense of 
the dramatic, it practices economy 
in both incident and dialog. A faith- 


ful staging of the biblical text, it 
hardly offers a treatment of the 
subject matter different enough to 


set the play apart from the passion 
plays of other years, unless it is the 
offstage maneuvering of the voice of 
the Divine Prophet, 
Voice of Jesus 

Christ is heard, but He is never 
seen, and the handling of this all- 
important Voice is so expertly done 
that the audience is always con- 








Opens April 6th for Fanchon & Marco 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


In “YOUTHFUL AS EVER,” by NEVILLE FLEESON 


Personal Mgr.—JOHN HYDE, WM. MORRIS AGENCY 











scious of His presence. And it is 
accomplished without resort to 
backstage aids to the supernatural. 

In the local production Marquis 


shared honors with CC. Norris 
Houghton, whose settings in the 
Reinhardt manner were eloquent 


visual aides to the tragic pageant. 
Joy Higgins realized fully the dra- 
matic and pictorial possibilities of 


the play. Offstage music written 
and directed by Abram Moses of 
Baltimore heightened the effective- 


ness of the temple scenes. 

As a Lenten play for church or 
art theatre groups the Marquis 
manuscripts eminently satisfac- 
tory; as a commercial possibility it 


is 


is doubtful. Tail. 
— 
Australia 
(Continued from page 650) 


of comedy in the various units. 
Weekly change Hoyt houses (film) 

keeping to hich level with dual fea- 

tures, orchestra and stage act. 





Copyright Fees and Radio 

Broadcasting managements are 
fighting the Australian Performing 
Rights Association to have the fees 
reduced, or abolished, in regards 
to music on the air. Managements 
ay present fees are too high and 
crippling all stations. A.P.R.A. say 
that charges are made to protect 


authors and composers and must re- 


main, 
Stations were further hit recently 
by an edict from record manufac- 


turers refusing to allow new disks 
to go over the air. 
Broadcasting in general is at a 


low ebb here as regards programs. 
Government will appoint a com- 
mission soon to manage the A class 
stations. B stations do not come un- 
der governmental control because 
they do not receive any subsidy re- 


lying on advertising alone to pay 
expenses. 
Both Roman Catholic and Prot- 


estant faiths are now operating 
their own stations independently. 


Up in Arms 
Many suburban and rural ex- 
hibitors are up in arms against 
certain American distributors who 


try to force the exhibitors to con- 
tract for so-called ‘special’ features 
which, on viewing prove weak.’ 
Showmen say that a picture 
scored a tremendous success in a 
city theatre does not mean a 
thing to country audiences. The 
real recognized big special feature 


merit the extra charge to the ex. 
hibitor. The exhibs are quite wil. 
ing to pay for the regular specia} 
but object to the high-handednesg 
of many distributors in labelling 
seventy-five per cent of their re. 
leases as ‘specials.’ 





Radio Slipping 

Radio is on the down-grade as 
regards programs from the gg. 
called ‘A’ stations. These stations 
receive the greater portion of each 
license fee after the government 
has deducted its share, but the 
programs do not compensate the 
listener for his yearly slug of $5. 


There are more ‘B’ class stations 
operating in Australia than ‘A's’ 
but the former do not receive a 


cent from license fees, being solely 
dependent upon advertising for 
revenue. The majority of air fang 
preferring the ‘B’ stations are ask. 
ing that either the ‘A’ spots put on 
better programs or the fees be re- 
duced. 

It is predicted that before very 
long the government will take over 
the entire control of broadcasting 
from the combine now operating 
the ‘A’ stations. 











A CURE FOR 
FEAR - FROZEN 
DOLLARS ! 


HOW TO CORRECT 
AN ECONOMIC AILMENT 
that PROLONGS DEPRESSION 


It has happened before—many 
times—this aftermath of pan- 
ics and depressions which sees 
tremendous cash surpluses 
piled up, the money wealth of 
the country idling in huge 
repositories — hidden away 
hoarded, out of circulation. 
Dolliars—frozen by Fear! 


It is natural, human—yet, is 
it sound? 
One of the simplest, surest, 


most effective ways to finan- 
cial security in later years 
to a permanent unshrinkable 
estate that is certain whether 
you live or die—is a RETIRE- 
MENT ANNUITY. 


lor further information see 


JOHN J. 
K EM P 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 























il 


ALBERTINA RASCH 


MUSICAL COMEDY? 


—revived BALLET GROUPS in MUSICAL COMEDY? 
—was the first to stage BALLETS for the ‘‘ TALKIES’’? 
——introduced small UNITS of SOLO-DANCERS? (Remember ‘‘Wonder Bar’’ and last ‘‘Ziegfeld Follies’’?) 


—adapted BALLET and INTERPRETIVE DANCING to the Modern Requirements of 
(‘‘Three’s a Crowd’’ — “Band Wagon’’ — ‘‘Face the Music’’) 


(Remember ‘‘Rio Rita’’?) 


ACCLAIMED THE MOST PROLIFIC, 


MODERN AND VERSATILE DANCE PRODUCER 


ON BROADWAY 


“ALWAYS KEEPS ONE STEP AHEAD” 


113 West 57th Street, New York City 


(Remember ‘‘Hollywood Revue’’?) 
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That .N Y. Concentration 

from heeding the plea of out- 
ef-town pooksellers to distribute 

k advertising in newspapers 
qbroughout the country, and more 
gpace in the nationally-distributed 
mags, book publishers are concen- 
trating advertising in New York 
more than ever. From most of the 
present schedules it appears no one 
yeads or buys books outside of New 


York. 


Far 


Where formerly book advertising 
was eoncentrated in the ‘Times’ 
Sunday literary supplement, it 
now distributed among all the 


standard size New York newspapers, 
daily and Sunday, curtailing those 
of the out-of-town newspapers and 
pational mags that used to get a 
few crumbs, at least. 

Out-of-town booksellers in con- 
vention have repeatedly asked the 
publishers for a wider distribution 
of book advertising. When it ap- 
peared that this might come to pass, 
the New York papers took on daily 
pook columns. In return for the 
extra publicity the »ublishers are 
now using daily as well as Sunday 
book copy, shaving the out-of-town 
allotments. 

New York dailies like the ‘Herald 
Tribune’ and ‘Sun,’ notably the 
former, are showing big gains in 
book advertising. Other standard 
size dailies also carrying more book 
ads than before, inaugurating daily 
book reviews and news, 

Must mean only one thing, that 
few outside of New York read books. 
And that these get their book news 
from New York, anyhow. 


Another War Tale 


Lajoz Zilahy, author of ‘Two 
Prisoners,’ has added another to the 
long list of authentic war stories in 
‘The Deserter,’ which has been flu- 
ently translated by George Halasz 
and printed by Doubleday Doran, 
though the spelling suggests this 
has been done from English plates. 

It fs virtually the life story of 
Istvan Komlossy, Hungarian youth 
ef middle class parentage, who be- 
¢omes involved in the students’ re- 
bellions to restore Hungaria to au- 
tonomy, is drafted into the war and 
eventually deserts rather than fight 
for the Germans. He is arrested 
but saved from death by the upris- 
ings in Hungary near the close of 
the war. He joins the patriot 
cause, but is disillusioned when he 
realizes that, as in his boyhood 
days, the professional patriot is a 
self-seeker who uses a cause to pro- 
mote his own prosperity. His en- 
tire outlook on life made sodden by 
his contracts, he finally finds death 
jn resenting an insult to his cow- 
ardly brother. 

Story preaches no violent anti- 
war propaganda other than in its 
telling, but it is an absorbing: hu- 
man document in its graphic and 
intimate study of a wartime mind. 
Should find appreciative readers on 
this side in spite of its intensely 
local coloring. 





Gabriel’s Novel 


In his latest novel Gilbert 
Gabriel uses an uncommon view- 
Point in that ‘I, James Lewis’ is 
supposedly written by the hero aft- 
er his death, the work opening 
with the arresting preamble, ‘I, 
James Lewis, dead and standing 
forth before the blinding fairness of 
the throne of God, relate these 
things out of the bewildered mem- 
ory of my life so lately left be- 
hind.’ 

The nevel is an historical ro- 
mance based on the expedition 
Which founded the trading post of 
Astoria, Ore., for John Jacob Astor. 
History is merely the background 
for a virile story of adventure in 
Which romance is subordinated, the 
nly woman character being an 
©pera singer who in boy's dress fol- 
lows one of the voyaguers imported 
from Canada to aid the expedition. 

It is a smooth moving, gripping 
tale which reads convincingly and 
which is spiced with the strong talk 
of seafaring men and frontiersmen. 
It finds its climax in an Indian at- 
— on the brig, which has engaged 

a 
Struction of the fort. Lewis, fatally 
hurt, is left aboard and blows up 
the powder magazine when the In- 
dians swarm aboard the supposedly 
deserted Ship. Gabriel, who is drama 
€ritic of the N. Y. ‘American,’ has 
Produced a volume which will rank 
Well with earlier efforts 
Pioneer days. 


to 


_ Boon to French Scribblers 


( | + 7 
lump has drawn a sharp 











Ww. 








trading voyage, following con- | 


revive | 


ae e Paris in the writing fra- 
ie etween those who are 
hig we lly starving, and those who | 
forme. edently doing well. The | 
(6 mai ure doing anything they can | 


ghosting, and are strongly agitat- 
ing in favor of government relief, 
Preparatory to forthcoming elec- 
tions, government is responding, 
with a suggestion for $1,200,000 to 
be thus expended Opposite side 
considers that business has never 
been better, and that prices should 


he strictly maintained. Marcel 
Achard, who just drew $5,000 ad- 
vance American rights for ‘Dom- 
ino, has a Paramount contract 


calling for four scrips a for 


of $20,000, payable in week- 


year 
a total 
ly instalments. 
that no self respecting author can 
sell a scenario for than four 
grand and he is also making 
money. 

Henry Bernstein is a 
man, and Alfred 
much money 
as is also Yves Mirande. 
has done much locally 
authors’ prices by cor- 

best writing talent. 


Steve Passeur says 


less 


good busi 
ness 
drawing 
mount 

Paramount 
to keep up 
nering the 


from Para- 





‘Beer’ as Title 

Whether ‘Beer’ can be used as a 
title for a mag is holding up a new 
humor monthly. Contents of first 
issue already printed except for the 
cover. 
connected with a local bindery, has 
been commuting between N. Y. and 
Washington the past few wees, 





good | 


Savoir 1s 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Publisher, Murray M. Schlein, | 


managing editor of the New 
‘Times,’ 
that paper to 
vice. 
charge of 


Birchall Roams 
Frederick Birchall, for many years 
York 
abroad by 
join its foreign ser- 
James, formerly in 
‘Times’ European of- 


has been sent 


‘Jimmy’ 


the 


fices, takes over the m.e. duties in 
New Yor] 
James was one of 





correspondents abroad 
War and afterwards toc 
the Paris office. Several y« 
his } qua s were switched 
Londo! d e supervis ] 
“ope i¢ Ss snee Abo i i 
ago he was broug o New Yor! 
to pecome nig 1.e W B i 
handlins a supervisi 

Bircha 1iDproad , ¢ r S 
freelance moving about from spot 


to spot where the news is hottest 


carries a bigger staff in 


‘Times 

Paris than any other American 
newspaper or syndicate with the 
exception of A.P. and U.P. 


Tricks of the Trade 
Robert C. Bruce, whose travelogs 


and scenics are known to picture- 
goers, has collaborated with Pat 
Dowling, press agent, in the produc- 
|}tion of ‘Camera Secrets of Holly- 
wood,’ an ambitious title for a book- 
let of suggestions on still and mo- 
tion camera work. No effort has 


thus far without definite knowledge | 
| been made to develop an exhaustive 


whether it’s legal to use the word 
atop of his mag. 

Trouble, according to Schlein, ap- 
pears to be that under the prohibi- 


tion act the word ‘Beer’ cannot be 
used for advertising or display 
purposes. Meant, of course, in con- 


nection with the actual article, but 
some in Washington profess to see 
the word on a mag cover as 
under the prohibition ban because 
it would be used in connection with 
display. Schlein trying to obtain an 
official opinion from the Department 
of Justice. 

Nothing Volsteadian about 
contents, the mag going in for gen- 
eral humor. W. B. Carnahan is the 
new mag's editor. 


seer’ 


Shaw Perusing Again 

Will hardly please Gordon Craig 
to learn that George Bernard Shaw 
is looking over the proofs of Arch- 
ibald Henderson’s new biog of 
Shaw, ‘Bernard Shaw; Playboy and 
Prophet.’ Means, of course, that 
the account will be as Shaw wants 
it, and not as Craig thinks an opin- 
ion of Shaw should be. 

Intention of the publishers is to 
issue the Shaw story as an ‘author- 
ized biography,’ and that means it 
must be in agreement with the sub- 
ject. A cinch for Shaw to be pre- 
sented to the world as he wants 
to be presented, and _ probably 
many alterations in the book, for 
Shaw still has the proofs, neces- 
sitating a postponement of the pub- 
lication date. 

Henderson has treated Shaw be- 
fore, and kindly, and hence it’s not 
likely he will find anything wrong 
with the new work. If so, Shaw 
has the opportunity to remedy any- 
thing detrimental to him, anyhow. 


Denver's Critics 
Dramatie critics are being changed 
in Denver on both papers, as a wo- 
man changes her mind. First change 
made in years came last fall when 
Kaspar Monahan left the ‘News’ 
and went to the ‘Post,’ replacing A. 
De Bernardi, Jr., ace critic for this 
region for the past eight years. 
Louden Kelly took Monahan’s 
place on the ‘News.’ A couple of 
weeks ago Monahan left the ‘Post’ 
to go to Pittsburgh on a reporter’s 
job. Al Birch, at one time city 
editor of the ‘Post,’ and later pub- 
licity director for Publix there, and 
at present publicity director for the 
‘Post,’ added that job to his. Last 
week Fred Speers, who has been 
with the ‘Post’ for a few years, was 
given the dramatic page. <A. De 
Bernardi, who left the ‘Post’ to be- 
come local ad manager of the 
‘News,’ has been placed in charge 
of the ‘News’ amusement page. 
Another ‘Strange Career’ 
‘The Career of Bishop 
Sterling,’ published by the 





Strange 


the | 








Meteor | 


Press, was previously in the posses- 


sion of two publishers. Reported 


to have been first held by Mohawk, 


but reverted to the author when 
that concern was reorganized into 
the firm now bearing that name 
The book then went to Vanguard, 
but objections by Bishop Cannor 
to narts of the book is said to have 
ca ised Vanguard to drop it. 
‘Stephen Endicott,’ down 
thor of the work, is understood 
be W. Adolphe Roberts me) 
mag publisher and velis 
may have something to 
Meteor Press, too 
A previous book Stephen FE: 
dicott was ‘Mavor Harding of New 
York.” The old Mohawk Press was 


hoth ends meet, Including | the publisher 


study of cameracraft, but some good 
pointers are given, though the chief 
value of the is the wealth of 
illustrative material with accom- 
panying comment. 

No price is marked, but the paper 
covers suggest popular appeal and 
the imprint, ‘Screen Secrets Pub. 
Co.,’ with an address at the Metro- 
politan studio lot, would indicate 
private printing and distribution. 

It forms a handy and suggestive 
volume for the amateur, more par- 
ticularly for those who go in for 


16mm work. 


book 


Russ Literati at Play 

How quickly false reports can 
spread was the subject of a journal- 
istic experiment in Moscow as a 
means to prove the point. As a re- 
sult there was keen disappointment 
over subsequent denials of story 
that Feodor Chaliapin would return 
to Russia. 

Report of his impending arrival 
was started by Karl Radek, leading 
Soviet journalist and Moscow wit. 
Radek, to illustrate how quickly 
news, right or wrong, can spread, 
said he might just sav something 
off-handedly and wate. ic spread. 

“For instance,” Radek said, “let’s 
pass the remark that Chaliapin 
coming.” 

Next day the whole city was talk- 
ing about the singer’s visit and the 
day after the whole country was 
talking about it. 


is 


Burton’s One Book Firm 

A new book publishing firm with 
the purpose of getting out but a 
single book. It’s the Arlington Pub- 
lishing Co., formed by a Philadel- 
phian, M. C. Burton, to publish a 
novel of his own authorship en- 
titled ‘Madame Cinderella.’ Author- 
ship of the book is credited to 
Maurice Carter, that representing 
3urton's first and middle names. 

Headquarters of the firm is the 
same as that of the Brooklyn plant 
of Braunworth & Co., book manu- 
facturers. No connection with 
the Braunworth concern, however, 
Braunworth merely manufacturing 
the book for Burton and permitting 
him to use its address at which to 
receive mail. 

M. C. Burton hitherto unknown 
as either a seribbler or publisher. 


Garnett On Hollywood 
‘Tall Tales from Hollywood’ 
Tay Garnett, film director, is a hu- 
morous discourse on pictures in 
familiarly humorous vein, made so 
perhaps, through editorial liberties 


by 


by Liveright, Ine, ($1), which 
elided the original comedy refer- 


ence style whi the author created. 


Garnett, a Hollywood scenarist 
as well as director, evidences knowl- 
edge of a fund of typical Coa 
anecdotes hich are recounted in the 
George Ade lannel! Cc aer 
fables ir lang, with capital I 
throughout ra phas 

It’s a pleasant little booklet at 
he price ene ¢ those t i 
hand } é ‘ 
whe 

Expose Gazette 

Ne }-sensati« eek 
n ( re s Fa ( ed 
Hi: ] r Tal i ; 
page 4 after t 
from ‘ yho t ‘ 
in pre r 
! e gone huste Takes a crack 
A. P. Giannini and his recent - 
quisition of Transamerica contro 

Claims +) annini was ick « 


| 


| 


fing 
iculation manager, who was formerly 


the arrest of seven newsboys sell- 
the sheet and Roy Page, cir- 
with several of the dailies. Copies 
are on downtown corners and 
hawked through the residential sec- | 


nd in front of picture studios. | 


} 
sold | 


tions a 


1 
— } 





Humereus ‘Krax’ 

‘IKkXrax,’ semi-month] ind amuse- 
ment. sheet in tabloid newspaper 

rm is Hollywood's y ngest 

b] nt “ixXtee¢ } 

‘ a t ‘ 

is 

pre ! te } 
da eig 

at ne } 

vns ad | Ss 

) enh ( ] 
lene ed, 

editors announce hey'll lay 
politics, but half a page is de 
| voted to a caricature of Hearst for 
no apparent reason but the head- 
ing ‘Garnerings while the sun 
shines.’ Editor is Charles Kim- 
berlin and business manager E, W. 
Brownfield. 

Ryskind’s Follow-Up 

Shortly after Alfred A Knopf 
issues the book and lyrics of ‘Of 
Thee J Sing’ in book form, Minton 
Balch will publish ‘The Diary of 


} 





an Ex-President,’ by John P. Win- 


tergreen, and ‘edited’ by Morris 
Ryskind. 

Ryskind is the co-author with 
George S. Kaufman of the book of 
‘Of Thee I Sing,’ in which the char- 
acter of the President bears the 
name of John P Wintergreen. In 


his ‘The Diary of an Ex-President,’ 
Ryskind deals more fully with the 
principal character the Sam H. 
Harris musical, 


of 


Tracing ‘Sucker LIsts’ 

Origin of sucker lists is disclosed 
by Watson Washburn and Edmund 
S. De Long in their new book, 
‘High and Low Financiers,’ as oc- 
curring during wartime. 

Names of purchasers of Liberty 
Bonds made public were used as 
sucker lists by others with some- 
thing to sell, say the two authors, 
and it worked so that the sucker 
list thing became quite a medium 
for honest and dishonest solicita- 
tion. Figured by the authors nearly 
a billion dollars a year is taken 
from gullible persons through suck- 
er lists. 





Hearst Frisco Tightening 
Couple of Hearst efficiency ex- 
perts went over the ‘Examiner’ and 
‘Call-Bulletin,’ San Francisco, staffs 


with fine combs, handing out 10% 
cuts and letting out a number of 


employees. 

At the ‘Examiner’ the axe-wield- 
ers moved drama and music staffs 
from their private offices into the 
newsroom and plastered ‘For Rent’ 
signs on the offices. Several sports 
writers covering training camps 
throughout the country were called 
home and pinned down to definite 
beats, 

Fan Fashion Quarterly 

Dell getting out a new mag, & 
quarterly, called ‘Beauty and Fash- 
ion,’ and dealing solely with fashion, 
beauty and home stuff as practiced 
by the femme picture stars. Offers 
a break to the studio press agents 
to plant again the old time pub- 
licity matter of this type, in con- 
trast to the inside stuff now in de- 
mand by the film fan mags. 

Mary Biddle editing, assisted by 
Margery Wells, who used to write 


fashion pieces for the New York 
‘Times’ and ‘Evening World.’ 
A Busy Lad 

All ‘round literary worker is 
Charles Beahan, who does plays 
and novels and who, in his con- 
nection with the American Play 
; Company, places not only his own 
efforts but the literary output of | 
others. 

Beahan had a play done this sea- 
son Society Girl,’ and has place d 


one of his novels, ‘Night for a Lady,’ 
with Harrison Smith for April pub- 


Stn $f 
umeation»n, 


with this innumerable other duties 


Beahan does originals for thie 
“w reeny. 
Louis Macloon’s ‘Star’ 

Li Macloon’s publication in- 
tentions on the Coast, which have 
been on and off, crystallize as a 

ve nt picture fan mag set for 

‘ ‘ \J 24 By me ] 
HY od ! nd i 

d 24 page 

J lif ‘a D if I f 
Hearst organizatior $s pul I 
a Coast legit producer, will be ed 
tor and general manager. 


When not particularly busy | 


Swaffer Declines 

‘The Week End Review’ offered 
a prize for the best obituary written 
either by Swaffer or James Douglas 
on Rothermere and Beaverbroek if 
both were killed. 

Swaffer replied he didn't think the 
idea was funny and said that whil 


} 


he differed from Beaverbrook in pol- 


ities, and also idea about running 
papers, the latter had always stood 
ip for him in any rows he had got 
into while on the ‘Exprss’ group. 
Beaverbrook wrote Swafter sayin: 
t r t rie Cal n 1 ~ 
i notice o be w ten ‘ 
\ i 1\ vhom he wi 
\ vrite han Swaffe 
One Yonkers Paper 
‘\ T t 
1. ? St eft. F 
Ve Y k ha po} - 
ion ¢ 135,! but one 1 y 
newspaper. Formerly there wert 
three. 
Both the ‘Herald’ and ‘Statesma 
i were started as eeklies abo 5 
years ago, but each has been issued 


jas a daily for nearly 40 years 


} 


' 


Frank E. Xavier, owner of the 
‘Herald,’ sold to J. Noel Macy, pub- 
lisher of the ‘Statesman,’ who will 
continue the paper as the ‘Heraid- 
Statesman.’ Xavier retires. 


Mrs. L. Madison Dies 
Mrs. Lucy Foster Madison, 67, 
who had been writing short stories, 
magazine articles, and novels with 


}an historical background since 1899, 
| died last week at her home in Hud- 





SS 








son Falls, N. Y. She was best 
known, perhaps, for her ‘Peggy 
Owen’ stories which appeared in 


1908-1912. 

Deceased was born in Kirksville, 
Mo. Had lived in New York State 
since her marriage to Winfield §. 
Madison in 1890. 

Ledbetter’s Letter 

Frank Ledbetter, publisher of two 
Illinois newspapers, the Carterville 
‘Herald’ and Pulaski ‘Enderprise’ at 
Mound City, was freed of contempt 
charges in court in a case involv- 
ing freedom of the press. 

Ledbetter was accused of print- 
ing an open letter communication 
that called attention to a $15,000 
damage suit, where the plaintiff 
asked damages for illness resulting 
from eating an alleged mouse in a 
can of chili. 

Real Names of Authors 

Tiffany Thayer, author of ‘Thir- 


teen Women,’ is Elmer Ellsworth, 
jr.; Anthony Pryde, ‘The Story of 
Leland Gay,’ is Agnes Russell 


Weeks; M. A. Dormie, ‘Expatriates,’ 
is Marian Edna Dormitzer Shar- 
rock; Agatha Christie, ‘Peril at End 
House,’ is Mrs. Max E. L. Mallo- 
wan, 

But who is Kathleen Shepard, au- 
thor of ‘Country Club Girl,’ 

Honorary Chair 

A permanent chair for Edgar 
Wallace is to be installed in the 
London Press Club, as a result of 
a collection among the members. 
Wallace was at one time the chair- 
man of the club. 

Wallace who wrote more about 
Scotland Yard than anybody else, 
had never been inside the place it 
is now said. 





The Holcomb Cook Book 

Mrs. Willard Holcomb, wife of the 
press agent, has gotten out a cook 
book to exploit her salad dressing, 
‘Chiz Naiz’ (Milt Gross for cheese 
and last syllable of mayonnaise), 
containing a flock of recipes in- 
volving the product and many of 
them contributed by stage people. 
Take it from the Missus, you can 
even use it on popcorn. 





Anderson’s Tip 

Sherwood Anderson is now ad- 
vising young and ambitious writers 
to take the small town route. He 
is also looking for some_ kind- 
hearted philanthropist to  heip 
talented young men to buy small 
town newspapers. 

Anderson talked 
vertising Council of 
Ass'n of Commerce, 


the Ad- 
Chicago 


before 
the 


Storer’s Poems 


Edward Storer, U.P. and ‘Variety’ 
correspondent in Rome, has had a 
book of poems titled, ‘I’ve Quite 
Forgotten Lucey,’ brought out by 
Dan Rider of London. It’s one of 
those labors of love which the for 
eign correspondent started in 1921 
but not until a decade later 
pleted, 


Scully’s Broken Arm 
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Arrange Uniform Radio 
Fees for All B’dcasters 


Washington, March 21, 


Ohio Rabbi, Ousted 
For Radio B’ casting, 
Opens His Own Church 









































While the Senate confirmed the! 
appointment of Col. Thad Brown as | 





Poured Into Mike 


Los Angeles, March 21, 
Latest example of an an- 
nouncer talking while unaware 


























San Felice Show Now 
From Detroit for M. C. 


Chicago, March 21, 
Point of origin of the San Felice 
Serenade has been switched from 
the local NBC 


WHITEMAN AUDITIONS, 
125 TRY AND 2 PICKED 


In keeping with Paul Whiteman’ 





























































~ - e > ; . > . ; @ rs 
a member of the Federal Radio | that a live mike was near him wine than AiGEr cadlitoaaae mae policy of auditioning for potential 
Columbus, March 21. Commission this afternoon, the | pase: — eo Sow of a promi- ing to Benny Kyte. Latter is- radio talent in the various cities 

Rabbi Jacob Tarshish, who re-| 5ét.-te Interstate Commerce Com- | - oy hexiggnn at g or as — a definitely spotted in a Detroit hotel. where the band plays while on their 
siened the rabbinate of Bryden | mittee adopted an amendment to | vos 8 was ag Bigot . Bob Nolan remaius as the pro- vaude tour, the maestro gave audi- 
road temple here about a month | the Davis bill she tap ste " License | ae Taran é nL ch hold gram’s m. c. Switch was made to narie to 125 would-be ether lumi- 
asec. te devote Kimecif to broad f< e for all broadcasting stations. rhe the next sie if site to hol | accommedate Nolan, who, because naries yesterday (Monday) at the 
casting theatre reviews and other| license fees range from $1 for am-/} you up eee |of his picture house connection in| NBC's Times Square studios. 
amusement comment, is to open ateurs to $25 pet unit of 100 watts | | Detroit, found it. inconvenient ‘to Out of the 125 auditions hela, 
Community church, broadcasting} or less for — en ee | commute here twice weekly for the} Whiteman will pick the two best 
all oo and otner activities | CSSSNE. Seren | Montgom. Ward Head cigar maker’s show. | man and woman, who will be 
from there along with his theatre | Senators Couzens, Dill and Pitt-| 7 % | Agency handling the account is} Spotted with him on his next two 
work. man, working on final details, will Shift Switches Account |also located in Detroit, and it also | Pontiac NBC broadcasts. 

The rabbi was practically forced] report to the Senate within a cow | | preferred to have the originating | To date, excluding yesterday's au- 
to resign at the synagogue due to | days, it is said. The proposed legis- | B k L.T &L k | mike nearer home. | ditions, Whiteman has chosen seven 
antagonism to his radio  work,| Jation is revolutionary and would | ac to ~ " Boo } ee ie a radio newcomers during his vaude 
his commercial hookups especially | do away with the present short | cour. alt of whom dis. Went ence 
rousing the ire otha congreea | form af Heenaes, ail icenses (0 e| coca, aaron 21. |NEW LIGHT WAVE RADIO) *,°, Se eri rein ou 
; _ . rear “iod. cago, Mare ‘ 
tion. ; issued bayer a full year os ¢ marection “of the  Montgouter of 4 seven selected, five are cur. 

Ward ether account with NBC = IS BEST FOR WAR TIME. rently working in vaudeville or 

Perry Hosford now program turned back last week to the Lori | re dio. 
manager for the Ralph Atlass BROADCAST ON MOVING | Thomas & Logan adv Seine | — i aca a aaa 
WJKS station in Gaiy, Ind | agency. Latter lost the business | Qleveland, March 21. a Reis and Dunn's 2d 

| TRAIN 10 COST $8, 000 |: 0 Erwin, Wasey & Co. last fall Device for broadcasting via light St a eer wenn, Ce eaaee vanity 
‘ . , f cor ; : re make their second short for Para- 
| following a pert exchange of cor-| waves, invented by WTAM engi- mount Saturday (26) : 
}respondence between Albert D.|/ neers, was tried out for first time pe cnet, Me ad a 
EDDIE DUCHIN CBS’ broadcast of the Ever-Ready Lasker, the ts T. & LL. chairman last week with successful results. 
| period, with Belle Baker and Jack jane the then president of tae mall New invention is said to be most 
AND HIS Denny's orchestra, from a moving | order house, George . B. Everett. valuable in war times, allowing one 
itrain on March 27 will cost the com- Account has been een hee 8 Rearts ship to broadcast to another 
CEL PA CO) | mercial about $6,000 extra. | the Lasker firm at the order of without danger of message being 
__ | Everett’s successor, Sewell Avery. intercepted by enemy fleet. 
It is planned to broadcast the | In tine -withk the: new sccented Under new arstem. sound ie 
ORCHESTRA Ever-Ready period at the rei practice in network broadcasting, it | picked up by mikes in usual fash- 
time from a Baltimore & Ohio teeth} is taken as a certainty that the|ion, then fed into a neon light 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING running between Washington and) yy & W. program, which has been} placed in dark chamber. Vibra- 
SYSTEM New =m abet aeaectagioney . eet running daily _since , Se Reber tions and beats caused by music 
Congressmen have been invited tO| under the moniker of ‘Beautiful | or voices fluctuate neon light, al- 
WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY go along, with all fares paid by CBS. Thougths,” will be completely re- | lowing a photo electric cell or elec- 
[22M 5:30PM. 12:P.M. Understood that the agreemeat] yicegd, Change in. top executives in | tric eye to pick up light waves and 
between CBS and Ever-Ready on all! 4 network commercial has come to | reconvert them into electric energy. , 
~ — ee ee extra costs which broadcast may in- } mean. . Bah" bes Srm's ; ether a 
ey ilvolve is. far- the: network to pay all artis hs deta a = 
Habove $6, 000; Tt Ts €xpéctea® that: the-|. tfeg 4 ss 
B k R 0 N L E E eee ee ee ip’ — | predqgs Holly wood restaurant, New York, 
broadcast Will reach ahout $8,000.| so tha ; 4 Auvolved beats placed under three months’ con- 
. This is in addition to the adver-| the a stafled exéc to the| tract by WOR commencing April 2 
and His tiser’s regular bill for time and/ punch. Before the latter has a/ Hazzard will take the sustaining 


talent. 


BLUE RHYTHM BAND 


Featuring 





Edgar Hayes, pianist 


WEAF Mon. and Thurs. 11:45 P, M. 
WJZ Fri., 12 Midnight 


From Cotton Club, New York 





RAYMOND 


PAIGE 


Musical Director and 
Program Manager 
KHJ, Los Angeles 


Don Lee 
Columbia Network 


Management 


Mills Dance Orchestras, Inc. 
799 7th Ave., New York 
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TRACY 


‘ LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
THIS WEEK (MARCH 19) 


Broke All Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh Box Office Records 














chance to start giving his predeces- 
sor’s Ideas the needle the chain 
has ready for his consideration 
flock of new program ideas to 
choose from. 

Account Erwin, | 
Wasey on the very eve the ‘Beau- 
tiful Thoughts’ show was slated to | 





was handed 


make its network debut last Sep- 
tember. Everett had advised Las- 
ker that he thought it for the best 
interests of his company to 
away part of the 
Ward account. Lasker tried to talk 
him out of the idea and finally 
wound up with the ultimatum that 
L. T. & L. handle all the Mont- 
gomery Ward advertising or noth- 
ing. Everett retorted that it would 
be nothing and assigned the ether 
portion of his business to Erwin, 
Wasey. 

Understood that when Everett 
was on the way out he took the 
precaution to cancel the Montgom- 
ery Ward contract with NBC, which 
had until June, 1932, to go, but be- 
fore the cancellation date became 
effective his successor ordered the 
cancellation notice withdrawn 


take 
Montgomery 





WCGU- WBBC Split 


WCGU and WBBC, Brooklyn sta- 
tions operated for the past two 
years by the Standard Broadcasting 
Company, have parted and are now 
being operated individually. 

Charles Ungar, owner of WCGU, 
and Peter F. Preston, operating 
WBBC, came together two years 
ago under an agreement whereby 
both stations were to be run from 
one office. At that time it was 
planned to place all indie Brooklyn 
stations under one operating head, 
but this fell Syreuye. 





AVIATION B’DCAST 


NBC is arranging with the United 
Air Lines for the biggest radio avia- 


periods formerly filled by Jack 
Arthur for 15 minutes thrice week- 
ly. Arthur goes commercial on the 
same station, 











DON 
PEDRO 


AND HIS ORCH, 








Terrace Gardens, Columbia er aT 30 P.M. 
Hotel Morrison, Chicago ON A_PALINA PROGRAM 
Broadcasting Week March {2 
KYW-WENR Palace, Chieage 








N.B.C. Network Personal Management—Ted Collias 








tion broadcast yet staged. It is 
scheduled for April 10 from 11.30 
Pp. m. until midnight and will be 
called ‘Flying the Air.’ . 

Broadcast will be a tie-up between 
the network and the flying company. 




















Broadcasts Over 
WABC.-C.B.S. and 
Entire Network s 
Monday and Wednesday— 
10:45 P. M. 
Friday (Pillsbury Pageant) 
Sunday—12:45 P. M. 


Exclusive Management Col. Artist Bureau Columbia 
Broadcasting Co. 











ABE LYMAN 


| AND 


CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


HIS 





























America’s 
Song 
Stylist 


ART JARRETT 


Radio’s Sensational Box Office Attraction 


Only Single Artist To 
Be Held Over Four 
Weeks at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, New York 


NOW AT 


Stanley’s Jersey City 


WEEK MARCH 18 

















HEARD OVER CBS 





PHILLIPS’ 
DENTAL MAGNESIA 


WABC COAST TO COAST 


TUES., THURS., SAT., 8:15 (EAST) 

















Tues, 6 P. M. Wed., 3:30 P. M. 
Thurs., 10:45 P. M. Fri., 3:30 P. M. 
Sat., 10:45 P. M. 


MANAGEMENT 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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SUSTAINING DISCS FADE 





| Wrigley’ s 3-Way Audience Coverage 


At $1,500,000 Cost; 


= + 


March 21]. 

Stepping out after the fashion of 
his father, P. K. Wrigley last week 
took another heavy splurge in ad- 
yeriising when his company con- 
tracted Ely Culbertson for a 
of radio appearances. First stage 
only of the campaign 
the exact shape of the finished pro- 
gram. It looks likely for MBC on a 
coast to coast web. 

Spotting of Culbertson will in 
no way affect Wrigley’s ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ session on CBS, or the Lone 
Wolf Tribe series. By addition of 
the bridge expert, Wrigley rides to 
the front of all ether advertisers for 
the number of programs concen- 
trating on one product, all three 
sessions blasting away on the chicle 
article, but with each _ session 
aimed at a distinctive slice of the 
population. The kids get the Lone 
Wolf Tribe at the supper hour, the 
so-called lowbrows have Myrt and 
+ Marge for the night ‘series, whj 
™ woman it "bez Se 


Chicago, 


series 


is set, with 


eee 


ae at) 
eae di ETS ths 


‘Setup? of the ,trigof : ‘interfides: “ely 


“rated to Cost the Wrigley advertis- 
ing fund approximately $1,500,000 
and with that expenditure Wrigley 
company squeezes to the forefront 
of national advertisers. On the 
amount of coin spent on the ether 
Wrigley will rate second only to 
the Lucky Strike session, which at 
present figures as the ace radio ad- 
vertiser, both for time 
costs. 


Culbertson will show for three af- | 


ternoons weekly, at 15 minutes a 
shot, making his special appeal to 
the more mature femmes who are 
highly bridge-conscious. Slated to 
start April 4 over 24 spots for a 
13-week stretch. This would carry 
Culbertson into late June, when he 
goes to Europe for a vacation. On 
his return to the U. S. in September 
he will resume the program. 


_ CBS MOVES TO 
BLOCK OLYMPIC 
NBC GRAB 





Los Angeles, March 21. 

CBS, through Don Lee, owner of 
the local outlet KHJ, has offered the 
Olympics committee the full ser- 
vices of its chain for the broad- 
casting of the Olympic games, play 
by play, on non commercial periods. 

This offer to donate the ether, 
free of commercialism, is consid- 
ered among broadcasters a virtual 
ultimatum and a show down on a 
current report that the committee 
was to sell the exclusive privileges 
to NBC, 

Report that such an 
Was to be granted was 
by plenty fireworks from 
tion owners locally with a 
offensive that the advance 


exclusive 
followed 
all sta- 
counter 

blurbs 


would be ignored if the Olympiad 
fathers went through with such 
a deal, 

In meetings of the broadcasters’ 


local organizations, protests were to 
the effect that the Olympic com- 
mittee were playing into the hands 
of the newspapers and further that 
they were professionalizing an in- 
Stitution that for centuries has been 
out and out amateur. 


will £0 is still debatable although |} 
it is believed that the committe 
will drop any idea now of trying 
cash ee through radio, as a result 
Of the ‘BS offer and the emphasi 
that ‘the chain is willing to keep the 
“mateur standing of the Olymp 
theory by not allowing any mer- 


chant to back the broadcasts. 


Culbertson Added 





March 28, 
broken session on NBC. 
the withdrawal given as a retrench- 
ment move on the part of the wash- 
ing-machine 


‘pected’ to “be 
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and talent | 





applicant 
| visual 
tion and that any and all actual re- 





|} program 
result in any substantial contribu- | 


Just how the radio-Olympie serap 


to 


OFF AFTER 3 YRS. 


Maytag Quits Ether as NBC Loses 
2 Accounts, Adds 1 
Chicago, March 21. 
Maytag program goes off the air 
after a three-year un- 
Reason for 


manufacturer. Ac- 


}count had only last month renewea 
|its contract for another 52 weeks, 
but the network agreed to tear up 
the document. 

Another account coming off NBC 
this month is Mentholatum, bank- 
roller of the Wednesday evening 
event labelled ‘Melody Lane.’ Firm 
had only signed for 10 weeks, with 


the final show tabbed for March 23. 


-~v 
periods is. ex- 
taken over by Real 
Folks, currently on Columbia for 
Log Cabin Syrup. Commercial plug 
will be shifted to another brand of 
= FQUD » en ..t 


Sint és 
“\ 2 


One of these two 


tr pb oT 
ae aes Bi 
pe > aed ¢ : 


ELE LICENSES 
ARE DENIED 
BAIRD 


~ 


Deg 





March 21. 

The television experimental sta- 
tion proposed by the Knickerbocker 
Broadeasting Co. of New York City 
for operation on 2,850-2,950 kilo- 
eycles, with an unlimited time, was 
denied by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission, reversing the recommenda- 
tion of Examiner Walker. Accord- 
ing to the grounds for decision, the 
commission declared that while 
the application was filed in the 
name of the Knickerbocker Broad- 
casting Co., the evidence in the 
case indicated the proposed opera- 
tion ‘would be in the nature of a 
joint undertaking between the ap- 
plicant and the Baird Television 
Corp. of London.’ 

The commission held, further, the 
has never engaged in 
broadcasting experimenta- 


Washington, 


search in this field would be con- 
ducted entirely by the Baird Tele- 
Vision Corp. In view of these 
facts, it must be held that the 
granting of this application would 
in effect be the granting of author- 
ity to the Baird Television Corp. to 
construct a radio station to be op- 
erated in the experimental visual 
broadcasting service and would be 


in violation of the Radio Act of 
1927 in that the board of directors 
of said corporation are all aliens 


and the entire capital stock of the 
corporation is owned and may be 


voted by a corporation organized 
under the laws of a foriegn coun- 
try.’ 

The decision concluded the pro- 


cram of research was to be devoted | 
the 
‘rather 


commercialization of 
system of television 
bona fide program of re- 
and experimentation in 
broadeasting field. The de- 
found further the proposed 
would not be expected 


to the 
Baird 
than a 
search 
visual 


cision 


tions to television. 


MILLS’ NEW ACCOUNT 


Mills Brothers have been engaged 
for the Crisco bi-weekly CBS broad- 
asts beginning April 14. Colored 
|} quartets eurrent contract ae 
Vape r expires March 28. 

Before ontracting with Cri 

e brothers insisted on permission | 
l to leave New Yorl. for vaudevill 
} dates, Account will not pay an} 
|wire charges from the quart 


‘proudcasts from out ol town. 
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Local Absorption of Ether Time 
Problem to NBC Network Coverage: 
Indies Holding Out for High Rates 


NON-COMM. WAX 


Phonograph Records—Un- 






















: NBC is working on a new prob-|tion with a $400 per hour rate 
willing to Pay for or Take |lem due to difficulty in delivering | booked won't give NBC the time 
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listeners with sustaining platters is 
why the dises can’t get started sub- 
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that angle they prefer phonograph 
records. 
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get live talent for the shekels, a 
pianist or a violinist, or both in 
the smaller burgs, to work full time 
for that coin, and be available for 


These outlets are considered among 
the 10 biggest money-making out- 
lets in the country, the former fig- 
ured to be netting around $200,000 
a year and the latter estimated to 
be turning in approximately 100 


a wide range of programs, both . per ecg _ | tain number of hours daily on the 
sustaining and commercial. grand more to the Croste; set mak-| majority of its stations. These 
Open and Close ers. If a network customer sets his | hours are at all times available to 

fe , mind on using WLW as the Cincy] CBS, whether for commercial or 

Many outfits have tried to make | release for his program 1.~ has to] sustaining broadcasts, 

the sustaining disc field pay CoOn- | work out a separate deal with the NBC, it is said, will shortly take 
sistent results, but most of them | station on the basis of the local | measures to overcome its present 
— folding up before they ve been | rate, which is $1,152, as against the |problem in outlets and its daily 
in the scheme a week. This is be- | chain’s $250 per hour rate. He pays |battles with its affiliated stations 


cause of the tremendous original 
cost of the service. The firm start- 


the difference to the stations direct. 
Understood similar arrangement ap- 


over time. Certain radio execs are 


of the opinion that NBC may take 


ing in the business makes uP 4]plies in many instances in the case | steps, if the Federal Radio Com- 
series of these sustaining discs and of WIR. mission sanctions it, to establish 
sends out a flock of samples all of Chances of NBC’s following the |‘hooster’ stations. These ‘booster’ 


which cost heavily, and then dis- 


‘ recently adopted Columbia policy of 
cover that after shipping, say 250 


buying blocks of time on its strat- 


WEAF or 
broadcast on 


stations would use either 
WJZ broadcasts and 


sé les 1ey receiv “ders “¢ : , tess . : 
samp es, they r € ive orders from egically situated affiliates to insure |the same wave length as. either 
maybe five or six stations, The rest] wioorace of its c ercial shows TAT , , 

fthe stations usually forget to send Chearage Of NS COMMErCcIA! SHOWS | WEAM o¢ Wee, Walcneves aiatten 
- wien Sq > “~~ |are slim. NBC has a consequence {they are connected with. NBC is 
back their samples. At that rate | other than the increased divvy mat- now experimenting, and has been 
the firm finds itself sunk from the | tey for its indie allies to fear. Al-|for the past year, with synchron- 


jump, everything going out in sam- 








to 





ge . > ehineg nr..te,, | though it realizes that once it yields |jzed broadcasts, which are along 
7 : : ' which had hithertofore been content lexcept that with the latter all that 
ee ane Se ne Sue | with the $50 per hour rate for com- | is necessary is a transmitter while 
taining disc people on the unpro- mercial will clamor for the extra currently with its ‘synchronised 
sressiveness ot the small watters. purse, NBC admits that the time- broadcaste NEC i iniadieae Mili ted 
They elaim that the small burg Seat tented: Eten tam Readail sinads dep ie pies : engage ys 
eagprmnerepecnetciag — nag seers sas = — in the development of broadcasting. | tion of ‘the pve srachronined with 
pa apogee. rere phonograph — But circumstances are against it. stations WRAL ; altimore and 
sui Hag Pacem ei Be age arg eo | WTIC, Hartford, which whes syn- 
commercial radio dise happens to C b | k 4 7 y) 0/ prritansed with Line sere use-the same 
come along. They state that the Tos y rKe y 0%, | frequency as the latter station. It 
smiull stations as a rule will not go te possible to do this with all stae 
oO and try to sell their sustaining j} tions which have clear channels, of 
discs to commercials in their own Los Angeles, March = |v vhich WEAF is one and of which 
ltouwn, but are satisfied to go along Apparently some differences ih proceed are a total of 26. Through 
| mM spot announcements squeezed in tween Bing ¢ rosby and Roger ms ar- | iblishing ‘booster’ stations wher- 
| between a continuous grinding of chetti, the crooner’s agent-attorney. | ever desired, and since there are 26 
| phonograph platters | Marchetti, for negotiating Crosb; ; | clea channel stations, it is possible 
On their side these small stations | broadcast contract and extricating|to establish 26 separate networks in 
‘ ] an’t possibly use lhim from Ambassador! hotel | this ¢ ntrv. 
ing radio dises at the pres- | mess here, setting 20 OL the BC could e al ‘ of 
pri <j] they re ] t |} singe i . le { 
ret $100 or $150 from a local ad- Be by feels that, a the ait ey tat t did wit Veste 
vertiser, and that if they paid 1 oh few ve l he ji Fa } > 
I 1 fe t ining discs, t 10 moi t 4 bs c I 
would be no 7 in the deal for |too n d ts ra lilie 
tt } ieme eal i i 
















Peibuja cds Station is wl W. rs ta. 


' 


; 
| 
t 
t 
: 
: 
5 
) 
. 


a 
4 
{ : 






: 
: 
H 


a 


pao el A 


2 ee i rng rte lanl 


Se aren Pr ngs 


. 


2 a ee 











cae ee 


56 VARIETY 


RADIO REPORTS 


Tuesday, March 22, 1932 











Cee 


RUTH ETTING 
With Nat Shilkret’s Orch. 


Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


New series of Chesterfield pro- 
grams inaugurated last week. In- 
stead of the six times weekly Alex 
Gray-Nat Shilkret combo, the ciggie 
account now uses Gray for but two 
of its periods, with the other four 
divided between the Boswell Sisters 
and Ruth Etting. 

Since both the Boswells and Gray 
have previously covered in 
radio reports, but not Miss Etting 
the latter receives the notice. The 
new series is strong and will gain 
many additional listeners through 
its diversity in ace talent. 


been 


Miss Etting was all set to go to 
the Coast for picture work when 
this CBS account bid for her serv- 


ices. Chesterfield has her for 13 
weeks, adding a bonus for her can- 


cellation of the Coast trip. No mat- 
ter what trouble Chesterfield was 
forced to undergo to secure her 
services, it will be worth while. 


Miss Etting is a type of singer who 
not only pleases, but causes com- 
ment, which reacts as publicity for 
the product, and that is what the 
sponsor is after. 

Miss Etting'’s original and indi- 
vidual style of interpretation is 
interesting. Her delivery of ‘When 
We're Alone,’ first song on this 
broadcast, a pop repeatedly heard 
through the loud speaker, ex- 
emplified her individual style. Ditto 
With the obsolete ‘What Can I Say 
After I Say I’m Sorry?’ which Miss 
Etting disc recorded some years 
ago, and the pop, ‘Why Did It Have 
to Be Me”? which followed. Latter 
is a sob ballad and a cinch for this 
songstress to handle. 

Norman Brokenshire was brought 
on as announcer with the new se- 
ries. 


SOCIETY PLAYBOY 

With Norman Brokenshire, Wel- 
come Lewis and Nat Brusiloff’s 
Orchestra 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 
It took the Society Brand clothes 


‘outfit a year of reflective medita- 
“tion and looking around before de- 


ciding on this program. From re- 
sults of the initia! broadcast over 
a chain that took in Canada, it 
might as well keep on looking. 
Norman Brokenshire returns to 
CBS on this layout after a consid- 
erable absence from that network 
to take on an m.c. job. It doesn’t 
appear that Brokenshire -is suited 
for this type of work, which re- 
quires a subtle sense of humor or 
at least a light comedy vein. Bro- 
kenshire is the straightaway, al- 
though grammatically correct Eng- 
lish slinger and that’s about all. 
Whoever sold Society Trand on the 
idea of over-plugging its product 
did not do the company any favor 


either. That’s another and very 
important item, apparently over- 
looked. 


Day when every two out of three 


‘spoken words over the air was a 


commercial plug is now considered 
passee among smart advertising 


-agencies and even sponsors, s0 why 


should an important concern like 
Society Brand fool itself? 
Welcome Lewis, with previo; 
radio experience and vaudeville 
training, did not click as well as 
she should have. Perhaps the 
fault of mike placement or some 
such thing, as Miss Lewis’ voice 
should be attunable for the ether. 
Brusiloff's combination showed the 
6ame discrepancy, with the brass 
section particularly harsh sound- 
ing. Span. 





VOICE OF A THOUSAND SHADES 
Tenor and Orchestra 
CON MERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 
Pratt & Lambert, makers of an 
assorted variety of paint, enamel 
and varnish, is heading out with 
this feature over a CBS hookup. 
Singer’s name is not identified. 
Vocalist, whoever he is, has a 
fairly good range, but by no means 
approaching even the shades adver- 
tised. Music is satisfactory in an 
average, matter-of-fact style, with 
the whole thing not especially ex- 
citing for the average listener. 
Span. 





PERCY LEONARD 
Pianolog 

Sustaining 

WHN, New York 

Leonard sounds like he’d do oke 
fn presonal appearances, and prob- 
ab'y has done some vaude and other 
dates already, mentioning that he's 
just beck from Boston. 

His theme song is ‘Whispering’ to 
Plant the ‘whispering crooner’ idea. 
He does old and new pops, with a 
leaning towards reviving an old ’un 
euch as ‘Supposin’’ on occasion. 
Has a nice delivery. Abel. 


BILLY BAUER 


Banjo 
Sustaining 
WHN, New York 

bauer has a nice banjo delivery. 
His solo incirumental skill on the 
banjo is readily apparent, coupled 
with which is a happy idea of rou- 
tining numbers. 

While no panic, and chiefly an 


afiernoon filler-inner over WHN, he 


manages his 15 minutes quite nicely. 
Abel 


FRIENDLY PHILOSOPHER 

Homer Griffith 
Talk and Poetry 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, CHICAGO 

Griffith arrives in town with 
something of a rep established on 
the other side of the Sierras. No 
reason given for the flip from the 
Pacific to Lake Michigan, but it 
must be that Griffith ran out of re- 
citable poetry out on the coast and 
switched to Chi to start re-reading 
the iambics and pentameters. Fig- 
ured at the rate of two poems o1 
more at a session, it’s only reason- 
able that Griffith should soon find 
the well of poetry rather dry, par- 
ticularly that overly-sweet ‘homey’ 
sort of rhymes he dishes out over 
the kilocycles. 

This homely philosophizing gag is 
getting to be as w.k. on the ether 
as a love-song and about as orig- 
inal. The philosophers spend a 
couple of hours down at the library 
during the day gathering up all the 
cheaper grades of poetry, or rather 
rhymed sermons, and spend the 
nights passing the goods on to their 
listeners in the guise of new and 
brilliant thought. It’s that sort of 
triteness on the Edgar Guest style 
that they’re aiming at, and which 
most of ’em succeed in hitting. 

Their friendliness oozes over the 
loudspeaker like molasses. Smile 
is their great maxim. Has your kid 
got croup? Smile. Did you break 
a leg? Smile. This sort of stuff is 
no doubt plenty oke on occasion, but 
when that friendliness is repeated 


daily in large and monotonous 
doses, it’s likely to become a bit 


wearisome. Most of the poetry used 
in these sessions, as it is utilized 
in this particular program, is classi- 
fied best as rhymed preaching, con- 
taining all the platitudes of eighth- 
rate poetry. 

This session here has as its one 
great defect that of over-commer- 
cialization, which entirely destroys 
the effect Griffith may have been 
striving for. Fully five minutes, or 
one-thir@, of this interlude was con- 
sumed by a violent plugging by 
Griffith for his.advertisers, the J. L. 
Marks Co., local investment secu- 
rities firm. 

In fact the entire act merely leads 
up to that plug. The early chatter 
of Griffith revolves around a theme 
of ‘making your dreams come true.’ 
And the cue-line is that only by 
‘financial independence’ is such a 
goal possible. From then on it’s 
all plug, plug, plug that tears down 
everything. The company, through 
Griffith, is offering a free booklet 
which is called ‘The Road to 
Riches.’ That gives the best idea. 

Gold 


‘TOP O’ THE MORNING’ 
Edward H. Smith 
Reading and Music 


Sustaining 
WMAQ, Chicago 
Another one of those homey 


philosophers who read poetry with 
feeling and who insist that ‘every- 
thing has a bright side.’ So smile, 
smile, smile. 

Early in the morning Smith grabs 
himself a load of NBC wires and 
wafts rhymes over the ether to con- 
vince the poor mugg struggling out 
of bed to make the office whistle in 
time that this is a great world 
after all. 

Smith is somewhat different from 
other ether philosophers. Smith 
doesn’t croon the verses of the bet- 
ter known poets: he accepts and 
reads the contributions of the ama- 
teur versifiers throughout the land 
The poetry is evidently carefully 
selected to keep it strictly in the 
traditional tempo of an old fash- 
ioned idyllic strain. 

It is doubtful that many men lis- 
ten to this program. Its great audi- 
ence is probably the frau who, after 
she’s through with the dusting, 
hurries down to the weekly session 
of the Browning Society. For these 
femmes this reading and its mu- 
sical string-trio background may 
fit. But for the great bulr cf tne 
citizenry, this sort of poetizing 
must be dull listening. Gold, 





RIGGS and MOKE 
Songs, Talk. 
Sustaining. 
WCAE, Pittsburgh. 


Tommy Riggs and Blaine Moke, 
locals, have been on the waves 
around here for a couple of years 
now and doubtless the most popu- 
lar single feature ever developed in 
the Pittsburgh radio field. Why 
these tads haven't yet landed a 
commercial sponsor is something of 
a m:stery but that they'll eventu- 
ally do this seems assured. 

Riggs and Moke are on twice 
weekly at 7:15 p. m. and have two 
other spots as Uncle Bob and Betty, 
i which they read the comics from 
the ‘Sun-Tele,’ Hearst sheet which 
controls WCAE. Their own 15- 
minute skit is swift and racy, boys 
mixing talk and song dexterously. 
Both have pleasant voices and their 
harmony comes over nicely. 

Always near the close, they bring 
on Betty. Latter is Tommy Riggs’ 
creation and voice is that of a six 
or seven-year-old youngster, always 
good for flock of laughs. Petty 
sings, too. Riggs is likewise pianist 
for the team. Turn has a wide 
local following, and deservedly so. 





Cohen. 


FRANCO HI-JINKS 
Music, Singing, Patter 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 

Franco bakery sponsors this War- 
ner Bros. station program not to 
sell its rolls to the family but to 
restaurants. In addition to plug- 
ging the roils, announcer also pleads 
for husbands to take their wives 
out of the kitchen occasionally by 
taking her to a restaurant once a 
week. It’s a program to gain the 
good will of the feedery owners. 

Program is above average for a 
single station broadcast in this 
territory. It is done in front of an 
audience, sometimes numbering 
700, on a sound stage at Warner 
studio, and this aids in timing gags 
and getting a reaction to songs. 
Audience’s presence is regarded as 
one of the reasons for this pro- 
gram’s speed and snap, although 
plenty oz the gags were old. But 
hearing the station audience ap- 
plaud and laugh naturally affects 
the rocking chair audience into 
feeling :ikewise. 

Classic and popular numbers, and 
cmic acts make up the 8-9 p. m. 
hour. Talent is fair, but program's 
good staging and dash get it across 
nicely. It is m. c.’d by Johnny 
Murray, whose voice sounds like 
Winchell’s over the air. 

Theme was Russian on night 
program was reviewed, and songs 
and patter were along this line. 
Fobby Burns opened with ‘Sonya,’ 
followed by Aunt Adde (program 
character) in old and new gagging. 
Chorus sang ‘Volga Boatmen’ and 
were followed by Maxine Castleton 
and Harold Spaulding in ‘Cossack 
Love Song.’ 

Gus Reed did a good job of the 
Drinking Song.’ Red Corcoran, Nat 
Spector and Leonard Stevens did 
turns. 

Program has an informal, im- 
promptu affair. It’s well liked in 
these parts, and has been on the air 
about two months, 





WILLIAM HALL 

With Freddy Rich's Orch. 

Songs 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

William Hall is the latest male 
vocalist addition to the CBS ranks. 
He is on a commercial on Sunday 
nights and has two _ sustainings 
weekly. 

Caught on a sustaining period, 
Hall disclosed a strong baritone. 
Judging by his manner of delivery. 
appears as though he has had some 
stage experience. This was espe- 
cially evident in ‘Marching Home,’ 
a favorite song among vaudeville 
balladists, which Hall handled with 
plenty of vocal dramatics. 

Hall does about three songs. Rest 
of the time is devoted to the orch- 
tra, led by Freddy Rich, who also 
accompanies the warbler. 





MUSICAL MOSAICS 
Orchestra 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 

New local feature over WGN, us- 
ing Alfred Wathall and the studio 
music for a colorful and picturesque 


bedtime interlude. A _ lot better 
than much of the material heard 
around the dial at this hour. 

Idea is based on mosaic paint- 
ings with Wathall responsible for 
taking ’em out of the frames and 
setting them to music. In the first 
series there were four tone pictures 
of this sort. First is a Chinese boat 
race, followed by a temple scene of 
the same native motif and carrying 
along a dramatic interpretation. 

Last two numbers start with an 
Egyptian funeral and winds up 
with a Moorish love song. All well 
done and presented to the an- 
nouncer’s narrative on the _ side- 
lines. Span. 





BUILDING SOUTHERN CALI- 

FORNIA 
Playlets 
COMMERCIAL 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Motor Transit Stages and Pacific 
Electric R.R. has adopted the radio 
as a means to educate Californians, 
old timers and recent settlers in the 
background of California history. 
Playlets take the form of a narra- 
tion with cut back to dramatize the 
historical incidents. 

Californian history is essentially 
Latin. Founded by the Spaniards, 
it was not until the middle of the 
last century that the English speak- 
ing people started to come to the 


coast. This means that any history 
of So. Cal. must be of Spanish 
theme. Try and interest trans- 
planted Iowans and Nebraskans. 
predomina‘ely Nordic, in anything 
Spanish. There are about 100,000 
Latins living in Los Angeles, but 


they are not the people that this 
program is aimed at. 

Unfolding of the various episodes 
themselves get a bit dizzy. All 
characters are supposed .o be Span- 
ish. Leads speak perfect English, 
while the bits are done with a Leo 
Carillo dialect. No dramatic punch 
to any of the sequences, which 
means that most of the listeners 





will be twirling the dials before the 
transportation company can get in 
l its advertising plug. Call. 





‘THE LYON FAMILY’ 
Virginia Lee and Phil Kalar 
Serial 
COMMERCIAL 
WLS, Chicago 

This is the program which the 
Reed, Murdock grocery company 
finally selected after sampling 52 
auditions. The firm is so proud of 
that high mark that the fact is 
mentioned in the press notices of 
the program. 

However, when the session itself 
is tasted the wonder grows that 
such a string of trials should have 


been necessary to pick such a 
simple period. Two players per- 
form the entire affair, which in- 


cludes several mike characters, 

The only individuality in the in- 
terlude is the protean effectiveness 
of Virginia Lee, who manages a 
number of deft characters, be- 
sides warbling, guitar-plunking and 
piano-tickling. With proper script- 
ing this girl should stick, for she’s 
a smart radio worker. 

For her largest bit Miss Lee is 
turning out a colored mammy im- 
personation, in which character she 
handled comedy lines, Negro tunes, 
and picks at the guitar. She also 
does a debutante, and here plays 
the piano and tosses off some fairly 
good straight vocalizing. Also man- 
ages all additional femme charac- 
ters. Kalar is merely by-the-way, 
supplying: the other half of the 
romantic interest. 

Story carries for three afternoon 
sessions weekly, centering attention 
on the cleverness of the old darky 
lady in settling the sundry prob- 
lems of the Lyon family by which 
she’s employed. 

That Lyon gag is confusing, be- 
ing a not-so-subtle attempt at 
plugging with which this 15-minute 
serial is overly weighted. At the 
two ends and all throughout, there's 
constant drumming of the firm's 
Monarch brand and its products. 
Mammy goes into ecstatic raptures 
over the various Monarch food- 
stuffs. It’s overdone, the girl even 
interrupting the announcer at the 
close to give more vocal-puffing for 
the- firm’s stuffs. Also more plug- 
ging at the finish by way of a con- 
test. .%: aon 

The patient housewives, for whom 
this program is intended, are asked 
to send in the labels—‘as many as 
possible’—of the various Monarch 
packages, write a letter telling how 
they like best to use the product 
in question, and thereby stand a 
chance to win some more Monarch 
product. 

Lack of attention to the finer de- 
tails of the session was evidenced 
even in the theme sound effect, 
which is supposed to represent a 
lion’s roar, the lion being the trade- 
mark of Reed, Murdock. A sound 
effects man could have told the ad- 
vertisers that all effect on the air 
must be suggested beforehand in 
order for the listener to recognize 
the sound for what it’s meant to 
convey, because an unsuggested 
noise over the mike can sound like 
almost anything at all. For in- 
stance, the sound of the lion’s roar 
here could, and did, give the im- 
pression of the whining of the wind, 
or the bass notes on a bass violin, 
an airplane motor, or even a con- 
tented snore. The fault here lies in 
the fact that the announcer named 
the sound after the event instead of 
before. Gold. 





TED FIORITO 
Cafe Broadcast 
Sustaining 
KFWB, Hollywood 


Where eastern chain broadcasts 
cease after 9 p. m. because of the 
three-hour difference in time, it 
evolves upon local dance bands to 
supply the meat of air entertain- 
ment from then on. Any new band 
of decent quality is a welcome 
change of diet and a class band of 
Ted Fiorito’s calibre is proportion- 
ately more welcome as a regular 
contributor. 

Fiorito opened the Culver City 
George Olsen club, retitled the 
Frolics, March 17 with Fuzzy Knight 
as m.c. and Bobbe Arnst plus a 16- 
girl floor show. Miss Arnst’s bal- 
lads came through clearly and well, 
but Fuzzy Knight was 75% mush- 
mouth for the radio. Dance music 
is of livelier nature than the typical 
local product and will return quite 
a few dials to the Warner Bros. sta- 
tion. 

Extravagant announcements plug- 
ging everyone involved cheapened 
the program somewhat ami should 
be toned. Bang. 


PLATINUM-VOICED TENOR 
Billy Taylor and String Septette 
CCMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Another conventional local broad- 
cast promulgating the Maybelline 
Co. and its eyelash beautifier. For 
that reason, better than any other, 


Taylor’s signature hum is ‘Your 
Beautiful Eyes,’ a ditty from the 


ola album. 

All of which is oke, but whv the 
platinum tag on Taylor? His is 
an average tenor with nothing par- 
ticularly to denote color. As may 
be realized it’s an inexpensive lay- 
out. String combination fair for 
seven pieces. 

On the commercial end there is a 
Miss Elizabeth Cardell, beauty ex- 
pert of Maybelline, who speaks of 
eyelashes and other things pertain- 
ing to milady’s makeup. Span. 








HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 

Musical Memories 

With Alice Mock, Don Ameche, Bob 
White 

Tom, Dick and Harry and Josef 
Koestner Directing 

COMMERCIAL 

W MAQ, Chicago 


Deciding that its previous broad. 
casts have been too highbrow to 
reach the class they’re trying to 
sell, Household Finance thinks the 
change it’s now making will be an 
improvement. All it has succeedea 
in doing so far is changing an oper. 
atic air for ‘Swanee River’ and in. 
stead of a classic duet or something 
akin to it the new trio of Tom, Dick 


and Harry is subbing with pop 
melodies. 
Musical memories being the suhe- 


title of the program, it’s naturally 
expected that the type of entertain- 
ment will be somewhere in the back 
files. And that’s just what happens, 
Old numbers revised with some 
commentary background, and alto- 
gether slow and ofttime tiring. 
Miss Mock, an operatic soprano of 
good quality, is pleasantly audible 
as always, but there is nothing else 
to lift the ‘Traumerei’ effect of the 
entire half hour. 

Harmony work of the three boys 
seems to lack in luster. Their 
voices blend nicely enough, but the 


| trouble is with their arrangements, 


which might have been the spone 
sor’s suggestion. Koestner’s orches- 
tra is suffering from the same male 
ady, the music being paced in a 
retarded tempo. Koestner has been 
doing quite a lot of radio work in 
recent years, originally coming up 
from a picture house pit. 

Don Ameche, who is doubling 
from the ‘Beau Batchelor’ program, 
is held over from the last House- 
hold program for a dramatic inter- 
lude with Bob White. It’s an ‘Old 
Kentucky Home’ theme. Ameche 
could have been utilized to better 
advantage. 

And right in the middle of it all 
comes the plug in the form of dry, 
statistical patter about finances, 
ete. It appears to be a case of 
neither here nor there with this 
program in its indecision of getting 
away from highbrowishness and yet 
afraid of getting too low down. 

Span, 





JACK PETTIS 
Orchestra 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Jack Pettis’ orchestra, now at De 
Witt Clinton Hotel, Albany, is on 
air from 11:30 to 12 weekday nights, 
and also for a supper-hour broad«- 
cast thrice weekly. Regular hooke 
up between hotel and WGY. Pet- 
tis’ unit formerly was feature of a 
Sunday afternoon commercial over 
NBC network. 

Does not show to same advan- 
tage in present spot as on studio 
program. Hotel’s broadcasting fa- 
cilities are inadequate; acoustics 
poor and tone dies away at times. 
Leader cannot use his pair of saxa- 
phonists with the effectiveness he 
managed on the chain. 

Is also at disadvantage with some 
listeners, in that he followed Jack 
Miles’ straight dance orchestra. 
Pettis’ type of music, away from the 
Eastern floor style, is soft, sooth- 
ing, and syrupy, but not likely to 
make loud-speakerites roll back the 
rug, unless for a waltz Those 
strong for a fast tempo and hot 


stuff probably will not cotton to 
Pettis, altho he can serve up a 
sizzling tune when the mood 


prompts him. 

While radio dance fans may be a 
little cold, lovers of better music 
will warm up to unit as they do not 
to the average jazz group. Boys 
get splendid symphonic effects with 
arrangements of standard numbers, 
in which Pettis’ violins stand out. 
yood piano work, too. 

On some supper broadcasts, tenor 
singer is heard infrequently. Oc- 
casional faster number would en- 
hance pull of Pettis’ programs and 
probably draw more dance listeners 
to hotel. 

As is, a fine orchestra to hear. 

aco. 





JACK HYLTON’S BAND 
Dance Music and Songs 
BBC Network, England 


Best dance band _ broadcasting 
ever put over by BBC, having at 
last signed a band with personality. 

As a background to the band 
period had Christopher Stone, @ 
gramophone expert and editor of @ 
trade paper, acting as m.c. Stone 
runs the BBC's gramophone hours. 
He made a good supervisor and 
kept the hour moving. Vocally, 
there was Leslie Sarony and Jules 
Bledsoe. 

Opening 
most of 


with English numbers, 
which were new, band 
switched into familiar ditties, and 
then ‘In Old Vienna,’ from a Con- 
tinental film, which has been a rage 
here. Later, Sarony did a comeay 
number and Bledsoe offered ‘Old 
Man River.’ 

This was the cue for the climax, 
orchestra doing the number after 
the manner of leading classical 
masters, the Wagner interpretation 
being particularly imaginative. 
Good showmanship and an example 
of clever orchestration. Presence of 
an audience and much applausé 
after each number, according to the 
Hylton or studio idea of atmos- 
phere. Cheo. 
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JESSE (5 NEW STAFF BANDS ; RCA SUDDENLY CALLS 
Mexican Idea CLIFFORD 
— CRAWFORD IN 8 WKS. AT KGFJ OFF TELEV. PREVIEW 
7. . 
Josef Los Angeles, March 21. SOUBI ER 
Wy EA F Station XER, Mexico, is con- 
; Los Angeles, March 21. ducting a contest for singing Chicago, March 21. NY , as 
SUN.-MON. votes of shifting bands at KGFJ, beauties. Reward is a trip Television demonstration that | 
road« 11:30 P.M. | °™ ned by Ben McGlashen, has put into Mexico and a chance to RCA had slated for its radio li- | 
w to E. Ss. T. five bands in and out of the studio broadcast from XER. censees last week was suddenly and | 
iz t in two months. In addition, the en- ti i indefinitely s > 4 
“ Po: TUES. na car oat aoe peng s eaat i Gimmick is $1 entrance fee indefinitely postpone d. (Nesre Characterizatien) V; 
> an THUR.-SAT. vol sg as bonne! . assessed against candidates. Set manufacturers had been in- | “Radio here has some- 
eeded 11 P.M. McGlashen, the boy station owner, vited to attend an exhibition of the |f thing to offer ti st 
ry E. S. T. who phoned in and told everyone latest progress made in the de-/| } os Ser _ cand et, a. Sea be 
d it WED they were through. Staff didn’t lvelopment of sight broadcasting |§ wrely for t Id, the adult and the aged ai 
oiied ° ry anv s > . a } . -. cygelne ee, varied deg $ ntelligence Variety nag 
thing 11:15 P.M. | Pay any attention to the order and | and reception, but at the last min MON., TUES., WED THURS. and FRI 05) 
Dick “ &. 3. T. polar ahead. So far, they're still ute everybody got word that the |] at 4:30 P. M.. Over NBC BLUE NETWORK Lf 
pop ft drawing pay. show, because of unforeseen rea- | ig 
en List of bandleaders includes Paul sons, had to be called off. Revised | Py 
sub- Minsiten, Adolph Tandler, Gordon | date was not given. fi 
rally es Hienderson, Jimmy Biddick and Les soeieinenaataidaiaiiaiatincai thai ata 
a Schrader, Tandler’s orchestra played if 
ack en Sawalcm aste 3 : ~ Das 2 HEY 
ae nothing but classics and lasted a Radio Editor’s Campaign j 
some week, sandwiching in the old _ s ie 
alten masters between auto loan an- Gives Coakley a Break i 
ictame. nouncements. Sen Weancion wh 2 hi 
10 of Biddick was the shortest termer, as att Jack Gaamaate ean as a : >” TWO YEARS a 
dible being in for one Sunday only. . " Perea atl Setic ne “O kl i ‘FEATURED: el a3 
- else ‘Uncle John’ Daggett lasted for four Chicago, March 21. i. on “ye “ os “4k - ne ie . COLUMBIA id 
f the Sunday days as chief announcer, with Jack Day of agency auditions at the se (a6) entge od a po gl ” canaiian BRN) / A | ie 
: Necasll : is : ~ <4) as »s orotest | BL } 3 
aon Nights Carrington now in charge. Cliff Ar- | networks and the stations is on the eampeten carvied on in the band’s | yy - NETWORK a 
Their i ane oy _o,  Comesy team, | decline as more and more agencies | ¢, yor by Dinty Doyle, radio editor ’ i 
t the Ever-Ready 1ave jumpe Lectin odeundll hasten to install their own audition | o¢ pearst’s ‘Post- Enquirer’ in Oak ii 
ents, & Safety Razor Program a — parlors in the agency offices. land. 4 
a _ mare Stoughton to NBC as Of the many reasons given for the Doyle plugged the Coakley band f 
eae American Safety Razor Co. ° . . move to independent auditioning 0n/¢,. Oakiand representation on the : 
ale Chi W estingh se Folds |tne part of the agencies, it’s ad- nationwide hookup and as a result . t 
been Chicago, March 21. mitted generally that the plan iS/ of his campaigning several thousand ig 7! 
k in Control and management of uli|Primarily a defensive one by the! jeiters came in advocating Coak- ip 
S up Westinghouse stations, with the ex- | *8encies to insure some privacy ana ley's appearance. 4 
bline ception of KYW here, having passed gh oe re Pi be tm Maar a6 . | 
ROR tony completely into the hands of NBC,|° new radio notions. aaa tin = 
mane 7 ABOVS AND fer] the Westinghouse r:dio sales office have found that in the more or less JONES WITH CBS +i 
ada ait here will fold on April 1. With the | Public spiny at vie ae tee Isham Jones’ orchestra, at the eb 
‘Old COLUMBI Oe Ue closing, Milton Stoughton, who has| ‘heir ideas have been confiscatec ad Golden Pheasant, Cleveland, has eUEE 
leche been in charge, will join NBC to outsiders. This is a particu ar }been placed under exclusive con- Pat : 
etter BROADCASTING become general sales manager of burn-up for the boys when the _— tract by CBS. Jones was formerly et 2° 
t all SYSTEM its New England territory. > coy ge in poe got with the Amusement Corp. 44) 
oe Stoughton is scheduled to move | i4e@, and the notion shortly after-| Ops will spot Jones on the net- % j 
dry, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE . , wards shows up sponsored by a : ' 
neces THOMAS ROCKWELL east immediately to take up his new : : “| work thrice weekly commencing : 


rival agency’s advertiser. 




























































































































































\. 





network duties. next week. 
= 1776 BROADWAY ‘ Besides the plot of idea-preserva- re ~aeade 
ting NEW YORK CITY tion, the agencies feel that audition- — a nna entre CREAM pond wor eey ll “ - — 
~~ jing in their own offices is more Every Morning Over Wls at %: 
- | : : s National Broadcasting Company 
effective in getting a sponsor to g 
in, _ — - make a choice. In the privacy of qi 
DON AMECHE their own quarters they can talk 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA more freely to the advertisers than ] Fania 
Featured in when they must say their piece at OF THE AIR: ED CONNIE 
“THE FIRST NIGHTER” Statler Hotel, Boston the network or station offices. Also Presents : 
(Campana Italian Balm) . . the fact that an agency has its s 
t De Sat., ge om * eine Srp Broadcasting Via WEAF own audition room is often im- Aileen 
: “BEAU BACHELOR’ — : 
A on (Allen-A Commang? FEATURING ag to 0 advertiser prospect, wiTH 
a oan Friday, 9 p. m. CBS-WBBM Network. P wl 4 under these conditions is- more TONY WONS 
ooke “LONE WOLF TRIBE DRAMAS” |) OMEB DY on —— - ee — Stanic 
Pete (Wm. Wrigley, Jr., Co.) nows the ways and methods o 
of a Mon., by one 7 _—_ Pp. m, radio advertising. JACQUES RENARD h SMILE 
: nt CBS-WBBM Network. Some half-dozen agencies in town With a 
over i 
Es “RIN-TIN-TIN THRILLERS” have already set up their personul AND HIS age igs in Her VOICE 
van- Ne a ie ee ane wenn eta. audition parlors and a like number : e 
udio ee ee ee d are ready to slap in their own pri- OLDSMOBILE’S 
ao ALL PROGRAMS C.S.T. q vate trial rooms. Lord, Thomas & MELODY SPEEDWAY 
eng iaekenes Logan are putting up an elaborate WOR and 80 Associate Stations 
neh = ; aa radio audition panel, while such 
3; he agencies as Charles Daniel Frey, ~ 
Critchfield, Henri Hurst and Mac- 
ome od aoe — ter Donald have had their own audition 
a roaaqway, New 10: spaces for some time. ‘J z > | Mi » | 
a nmae 
| _ COMMERCIAL , 7 . as 
Oo - “ 4 a e 
y to BROADCASTING Fitzgerald Out to May 15 Sponcered by 
— OLD MAN LI | : LE Chicago, March 21. P 
NE NBC’s local artists’ service will 
hot 
. on SUNSHI continue another two months with- PROCTER & GAMBLE 
pa vn » TOY BAND JACK out a manager. Last week the net- A , F il S 
noed it work execs extended the leave of ( merican rami 0a ) 
_———SCSéPM._ ily, E.S.T. absence of L. J. Fitzgerald, head a y B 
ve a TT man of the bureau, to May 15, the ° 
uS1S oO LV i A LI LE final date on the Paderewski Ameri- LEW WHITE’S Station WBBM 
here % — Each M Wed., Fri., at 8:45 P. M 
eis , Three months ago Fitzgerald, who on., ” ” , . 
itt 
eg F RO O$ WABC had handled the pianist’s tours on INNOVATION IN RADIO 
out. Vietor Recording Artist J) this side the past seven years, was — - : 
way BH at || Every Day given permission to get Paderew- — 
, +9 7:30 P. ~ = — Except Sunday ski started on his current route, UNDER DIRECTION OF 
_ ™. Columbia Nee 9 to 9:30 A. M., E.S.T and to break in a sub touring man- 
d by Richman : . M., £.S.T. 
mee nem 1 ager. He’s been with him since, LOUIS KATZMAN 
— — ; —_——— , with no one brought in to fill the SPONSORED BY NEUMILLER 
Fitzgerald spot in the booking of- BROWN SHOE ca. ae . : 
. fice during his absence. WJZ COAST TO COAST Pianist and Musical Director 
0. , Station WBBM—C.B.S. 
{__ 3:15 RM_ WEDNESDAYS 








Old Gold Flirtin 
RADIO'S MASTER SHOWMAN OF THE KEYS tine : 


4 Featured by NBC in “Piano Moods” Old Gold is flirting with the idea 
ting : Unique Interpretations of Modern Music of returning to the ether. : iggie | ISHAM re estra 
account has been holding auditions. | 
yr ut 
| with ILOMAY BAILEY 


Among those tried out before a | 
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weed ; ‘ : | mike last week on a variety pro- | C.B.S. Network—Station WHK—Cleveland 
agg This Week—RKO ORPHEUM, Madison, Wis. gram idea were Eddie South's or- | Thursday Noon 12:00 E.S.T.—Friday Night 12:30 E.S.T. 
of a ; 1 chestra, DeWolf Hopper and Peter Bookings by 
te | Headlining MINNESOTA, cenannigg Week April Higgins. Tentative label for the Columbia Broadcasting Systern and Amusement Service Corp. 
urs. fe Exclusive NBC Artis type of show the commercial has | 
and ‘ —_ , ine te ‘0 »mories.’ | = — 
day. ———_—S— wns Fir) mind is ‘Old Gold Memories TUNE IN ON THE 
ules Me 
i Yeastfoamers Program 
- || LEO REISMAN Yeastoamers Program 
aa mm N.B.C. BLUE NETWORK 
. § ’ ageme 
on- - POND’S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK MUSIC or ny oF 
age EVERY FRIDAY EVENING | AMERICA 
jeayv } Appearing Nightly at 
‘Old 9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. Blackhawk Kestaurant, Chicago 
naxX, a — 
Ae INCE ALBERT and by 
tion DREAM GiRL- 
re H. LEOPOLD SPITALNY NBC With JAKE and LENA 
nple SHEAFFER LIFETIME REVUE NETWORK 1 an 
eof Over NHC Comst to Const Network Coast 10 Const The QUAKER EARLY BIRDS 
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Inside Stuft—Radio 


—_————- - 


Police pressure was exerted on a night club owner in a Coast suburban 
town in behalf of one radio station. The club engaged a nationally 
known orchestra leader and local stations were in competish to carry him 


on the air. 

Contract was signed with one station, then a member of the local 
police force called at the night spot and remarked that the police depart- 
ment would be pleased if the broadcast went over one of the othe 
stations 

Club owner is in a quandry and is trving to get the station eall off 
the contract 

Irons are being put in the fire by a few agents in New York and on 
the coast to promote film stars for radio work. So far, this move hasn't 
met with much*success. 

Meagre use made by radio of film stars who command a following, o1 
a ‘circulation,’ as radio advertisers call it. is a puzzle in radio circles 


The main objection to film names is the large salaries they demand 
Ad agencies do not believe the majority of the film names worth nearly 
as much as they ask. Another objection is that the majority of the 
coast luminaries can’t do anything appropriate to air entertainment. 

Broadcasts of the La Palina program from Chicago last week, neces- 
sitated because of Kate Smith’s appearance at the RKO Palace, did not 
carry Ben Selvin’s regular orchestra. Because the Chi musicians’ union 
demands a full rate of $150 for standby men on all non-resident broad- 
casting orchestras, Selvin left his orchestra in New York, merely taking 
who doubles for Miss Smith’s act. 





his pianist, 


Selvin rounded up six Chicago mus 


icians and pushed them into a band 


for the one week stay, with himself and the pianist added, 





——. 


Probably the champ radio period in giving free plugs to outsiders, not 


advertising on the hour, is the Lucky Strike session. 


There are seven 


factors getting mention, including the cigaret itself. 
In addition to the smoke there’s Winchell and the New York ‘Mirror.’ 
Then the two bands on each program, they're plugged, as well as the 


cafes or restaurants in which they work. 


tion of the political forum idea, the 
bring the total up to seven. 


That’s five. With the addi- 
Republican and Domecratic parties 


With the musicians’ scale for 


possible done in one day. 


radio discs set at 
manufacturers of same rush their musicers plenty to get 


$50 


per five hours, 
all the work 


In some cases it has been known where a band has made 10 and more 


of these discs during 


one five-hour 


period. In former days 10 such 


records would be stretched over a period of three days. 





Better Business Bureau of Los Angeles halted a local chap with a name 
similar to a famous manufacturer of perfume from selling his similar 
wares over the air and using only his last name, thus implying it was 


the McCoy. 
BBB warning sent to stations not 
air unless he used his name in full. 


to allow the perfume seller on the 


Two CBS acts will be playing in opposition to each other in vaude- 


ville in Baltimore next week. 

Vaughn 
Baltimore, and Col. Stoopnagle and 
for 


De Leath is booked with 


RKO for the week at the Keith, 
Budd are under contract to Loew 


the week, to play Loew’s Baltimore. 


Some real press and radio fireworks are expected at the A. N. P. A. 
convention in New York April 20 when the committee on radio makes 


its report. 


Committee has been working a year getting material for the blast. 





Dise broadcasts on six stations by Beech-Nut will shortly offer magic 


giveaways through its air periods. 


Announcements will not be made by 


the discs, but through regular announcing channels, 
The gift demonstrates some trick of legerdermain. 





Program Direction Tiff 
Ends in 3d WBBM Shift 


Chicago, March 21, 
Third shuffle within six weeks of 
the production department = at 
WBBM, local CBS key, last week 
found Hugh Aspenwall, one of the 
musical show producers, on the way 





out, with no one as yet picked to 
replace him. 
followed a blow-up with Walter 
Preston, director of the station art- 
ists’ service, over the latter's inter- 


ference in a show Aspenwall hap- 
pened to be directing. 

Clash came during the rehearsal 
of the Maybelline program. Aspen- 
wall had so fashioned the conti- 
nuity that the tenor on the program 
was gradually faded out and the 
commercial plug then interpolated. 
Preston stepped into the direction 
and insisted that the tenor’s theme 
song be abruptly cut off and the 
blurb inserted. Aspenwall retorted 
that the program didn’t require two 
directors and in the resulting tiff 
walked. 

Network’s local execs later pre- 
vailed upon Aspenwall to come back, 
hand in his two weeks’ resigna- 
tion and work it out. Latter is due 
to take effect April 2. Aspenwall 
came to the chain’s Chicago studios 
from WtTMJ, Milwaukee, about six 
months ago. 


Aspenwall’s exodus 





Al and Pete on Pebeco 
Chicago, March 21. 

Harmony-patter team of Al and 
Pete today (21) started a twice 
weekly series for Pebeco over 
WBBM. It’s a quarter hour eve- 
ning spot ona Monday and Wednes- 
day schedule. 

Pair also held down a daily a.m. 
session over an NBC link for Coco- 


. Radio Wants 100 Legit 


Players for Dramalets 
Chicago, March 21. 


Agency handling the account has 
been assigned to the task of lining 
up over 100 major and minor legit 
names for a series of Sunday eve- 
ning half-hour dramas to be bank- 
rolled by the Union Central Life 
Insurance Co, of Cincinnati over 
the NBC blue network, starting 
April 24. Final contracts, reserv- 
ing time on 26 stations over a period 
of 52 weeks were signed today. 
Plays will be cast and produced 
in both New York and Chicago, with 
the weekly point of origin depend- 
ing on which of the two cities the 
leads are located. Initial program, 
though the players have not yet 
been picked, will come out of Chi- 
cago, 

Same network today also added 
Alkaselzer and O’Cedar Chest to 
its new list of customers and re- 
signed Iodent for another year’s 
run on the red link with an en- 
tirely revised program. Dentifrice’s 
new show has been switched to a 
Sunday afternoon schedule with the 
time reduced to 15 minutes. Talent 
setup includes Jane Frohman, a 
studio eight piece combo and sev- 
eral staff players for blackouts, Al- 
kaselzer contract is also set for 
Sunday afternoon release but on the 
basic blue network and _= starts 
April 3 with a musical program 
consisting of organ, quartet, con- 
tralto, and a dramatic narrator yet 
to be selected. Starting date of 
other new program of O’Cedar 
Chest harmonies will be decided on 
at end of the current week. It will 
be a quarter-hour affair released 
one morning a week over blue net- 
work from coast to coast. 


GILMAN EAST 
San Francisco, March 21, 
Don Gilman, NBC v.p., and west- 
ern head is off to New York on one 





malt. 


of his semi-annual jaunts, 


RAPEE MODEST 


Will Permit Name Use Only When 





and If 
Erno Rapee, who took over the 
Listerine program, NBC, on March 


14, will not permit his name to be 
used with the period until after his 
four-week contract. Rapee’s con- 
tract with the mouth wash company 
is for four weeks with options. 


Rapee wants his name hidden 
while with Listerine because his or- 
chestra is smaller than that which 
he is usually associated with. If, 


at the end of his present four weeks, 
his contract is renewed, 
name will be used. 


Rapee’s 


‘STREET SINGER’ SUIT ON 


Motion of Ed. Wolfe, former man- 
ager of Arthur Tracy, CBS’s ‘Street 
Singer,’ to permit him to take a 
deposition from a CBS exec in his 
suit against Tracy to prevent the 
latter from using the billing of 
‘Street Singer,’ was argued in the 
Supreme Court, Queens, 
(Monday). Decision was 
by Justice Durham. 
Although billing is not copy- 
righted, Wolfe claims he had it first 
and owns it. 





reserved 





UNA CLAYTON’S DEBUT 


Una Clayton, of vaudeville, makes 


her debut on radio March 31 with 
WOR. 
Miss Clayton has been off the 


stage for the past four years, dur- 
ing which time she conducted a 
dancing school. 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 50) 


tunity of watching the draw minus 
Walls, 








Libraries and Figures 
Some curious inside trouble late- 
ly between the ticket agencies and 
theatrical managements over the 
extravagant statements of ticket 
buys sent to the papers. 
Figures of £20,000 and £30,000 
are commonly mentioned, and li- 
braries find fresh business some- 
times damaged by managements 
playing against them the fictitious 
figures which have appeared in the 
tabs. 
Recently the ticket men took the 
idea of hiring a press agent to 
study their interests in this con- 
nection, 





Unusual Election 
Sydney Horler, author, is one of 
the few novelists to be elected a 
member of the Green Room Club. 
When asked why he joined an ac- 
tors’ club he said he preferred ac- 
tors to writers. 


Chatener’s Tragedy 

The late E. Chatener, the French- 
man found dying with his three 
children shot beside him, was well 
known in London theatre circles. 
He moved in that circle which 
drifts between the ballet and the 
theatre, a thinker and artist, ad- 
mired and respected by the people 
who worked under him, and ap- 
parently worshipped by his family. 
In the ballet he stood for serious 
workmanship and conscientiousness. 
pica out he was heavily in 
debt. 





Film as Play 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox), at the 
Capitol, only lasted one week, but 
it was an eye opener to Jack Waller 
and Parnell & Zeitlin, who intend 
to produce it as a show in the 
West End. 

Florrie Forde, standard panto- 
mime principal boy, may do the 
Jobyna Howland role, and the pro- 
ducers have two other women from 
English panto being considered for 
the Dresser and Gombell parts. 
They are Dorothy Ward and Ella 
Retford. 











JACK YELLEN 


INCORPORATED 


1674 BROADWAY 
Corner 52nd St., New York 


“That’s What Heaven 
Means to Me” 
“You’re Still in My Heart” 
“| Forgive You” 


“How About You and Me?” 
“Y’Got Me, Baby” 


yesterday | 


! 
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AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen My Dear” 
“Sing a New Song” 
“You’re Foolin’ Yourself 





(When You Try to Fool Me)” 
“I’m Lost Without You, Sally” 


“There’s a Million Ways to Say 
I Love You” 


745 7th Ave., New York 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“STRANGERS” 
“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 


(Irving Berlin’s Latest) 
“GOSH DARN” 
“THINK OF ME” 

“I CAN'T BELIEVE 


IT’S You” 


“I'LL GET ALONG SOMEHOW” 


“ALL OF ME” 


1607 Broadway, New York 








“KISS ME GOODNIGHT” 
“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE 
MOON (My Man’s Gone)” 


“YOU’RE THE ONE 


(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 


“You Only Want Me 
WHEN NOBODY ELSE IS 
AROUND” 


“EV’RY TIME MY HEART 
BEATS” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


3 NEW HITS 


From “One Hour with You,” 
Chevalier’s Latest Paramount 
Picture 


“WHAT WOULD YOU DO?” 


“WE WILL ALWAYS BE 
SWEETHEARTS” 


“ONE HOUR WITH YOU” 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 












RADIO, DANCE TALKIE HETc 

“LADY OF SPAIN” 

“MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU” 

“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 


“KISS ME GOOD NIGHT, NOT 
GOODBYE” 
“ALL THE WORLD WILL SMILE 


AGAIN, AFTER TOMORROW” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


HARMS’ HITS 
“WHAT A LIFE” 


“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING” 


“THE QUEEN WAS IN THE 
PARLOR”’ 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 








KEIT & ENGEL, Inc. 


719 7th Ave., New York 


“OH! WHAT A THRILL” 


“SHADOWS ON THE 
WINDOW”? 


CIF IT AIN'T LOVE” 


E. B. MARKS 


Gives All You Drummers a BREAK 
With the Greatest of All Drum Solos 


TOM THUMB’S DRUM 


as played by 


VALLEE, BERNIE & HYLTON 


The New Spring Novelty 
Hit for Orchestra 


MARKS 


223 House 
West we YORK of 
46th St. ° its 


votre 








“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


CONCEDED HITS 
by the “Dear Old Public” 
As the old maestro would say 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 


aa 


“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“Kickin’ the Gong Around” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon” 
“Wrong Number” 
“ve Been Expecting You” 


“Minnie the Moocher” 
“You Rascal You” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 








Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 
“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHISTLE AND BLOW YOUR 
BLUES AWAY” 


“FROM ONE PAIR OF ARMS 
TO ANOTHER” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 











Sing Santly’s Songs 


“CAROLINA’S CALLING ME” 


“| WAS INTRODUCED TO 
HEAVEN” 


“NEXT TO YOUR MOTHER 
(Who Do You Love)” 


“TELL ME WHILE WE'RE 
“DANCING” 


SANTLY BROS., INC. 


755 7th Ave., New York City 























A Positive Hit 
“MY EXTRA-ORDINARY 
GAL” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 














Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 
| INC, 

“LAWD, YOU MADE THE 
NIGHT TOO LONG” 
“LIES” 

“SAY THAT YOU WERE TEAS- 
ING ME” 


“if | Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 


“LONESOME MELODY” 
“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 
MOON” 


Capitol Theatre Building 
COR. BROADWAY & 51ST STREET 
NEW YORK 











Witmarks-Hitmarks 


“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 


“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 


“By a Rippling Stream’”’ 
“Too Many Tears” 


M. WITMARK & SONS 





1657 Broadway, New York 
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COMP 


PUBLISHERS YES 
19 NEW POINTS 


Agreement Goes to Opposing 
Factions for Adoption— 
No Minimum Royalty 
Guarantee—33'4% on 
Discs — Writers to Get 
50% Erpi Money—Copy- 
right Not Mentioned, but 





Composers Still Chasing It | 


SEMI-CLOSED SHOP 


At a meeting between Sigmund 
Romberg, president of the Song- 
writers’ Protective Association and 
the Board of Directors of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation last week, to discuss a 
series of provisions for a writer- 
publisher contract, 18 provisions 
for a writer-publisher contract 
were agreed upon. 

The M.P.P.A. will present to its 
membership the 18 points for a 
standard form of agreement with 
the composers. Executive council of 
the S. P. A. will also consider the 
agreement. 

It is the first time a contract has 
been drawn up which embodies pro- 
posals okayed by both groups. 

There is, however, still one dif- 
ference of opinion between both 
groups as to the results of this 
eonfab, the S.P.A. believing that 
the M.P.P.A. agreed to a _ basic 
minimum contract embodying the 
18 points and the M.P.P.A. believ- 
ing that the songwriters agreed to 
a standard form of agreement em- 
bodying these points. Publishers 
declare that while they are desir- 
eus of entering into a fair agree- 
ment with writers, they will not 
agree to enter into a basic mini- 
mum contract with the S.P.A., espe- 


cially, they say, so long as that 
association has as part of its aim 
the acquisition of rights from 


writers which they, the publishers, 
‘believe to be inimical to our inter- 
ests or the interests of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers.’ 

Highlights 

The highlights of the agreement 
are that there will not be a mini- 
mum royalty guarantee for sheet 
music; that writers will receive a 
minimum royalty of 3344% royalty 
on discs; that the writers will re- 
ceive 50% of the publishers’ net of 
the ERPI money and that there 
shall be a closed shop; but the 
clause providing a closed shop is 
of a flexible nature, permitting 
publishers to accept the works of 
20 non-member writers of the &. 
P.A. during one year, which the 
Publishers declare will barely, if at 
all, make a difference to them. 

The copyright ownership which 
the writers desired is excluded from 
this agreement. Writers however, 
have not given up their battle for 
copyright ownership and are striv- 
ing to gain control through Con- 
gress, 

The 18 point proposed agreement 
between writer and publisher fol- 
low (points 15, 16 and 17 are not 
reprinted verbatim due to the ne- 
cessity of legal advice by pub- 
lishers and writers before being 
Phrased): 

(1). That the composers shall re- 
ceive as a minimum not less than 
one-third of the gross amount of 
money received by the publishers 
or mechanical rights, foreign rights 
and all other rights not specifically 
mentioned, which are now in ex- 
istence, or which may in the future 
develop, and on which the publisher 
receives remuneration. As to the 
Synchronizing rights, the compose! 
'S to receive 50% of the net amount 
remaining to the publisher 
the deduction of clear costs, 
a Publishers obligations, 
Other like cost which may be paid 
a publisher under any of his 
is rate obligations, 
agreement to provide either in the 
ment re or as rider to the agree- 
ne,’ oat the publisher recognize 

cette of right the composers 

‘cipation in the American So- 


for- 


and | 


The contract | 


SERS’ NEW CONTRACT 


+ 


——— 








ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, and the right of the 
composers jointly to control 50% 


~~ 


of all royalties or revenues derive: 


by the said society from the small 
performing rights even now known 
or hereafter developed or discov- 
ered. 
Fixed Compensation 

(2). That the compensation paid 
to the composer shall be a matter 
of individual bargaining, but that 
it is preferable that the compensa- 


tion shall be fixed, so far as it ap- 
plies to sheet music sold on a roy- 
alty basis of an agreed number of 
cents per copy rather than on a 
percent basis. 
Advance on Acceptance 

(3). That the contract shall pro- 
vide that its execution by the par- 
ties is an acceptance of the song 
by the publisher and that an ad- 
vance shall be paid by the publisher 
to the writer upon the acceptance. 
The advance to be in the nature 
of a recited consideration. 


| the contract may state that ‘for and 


jin consideration of ——dollars in 
j}hand paid, the receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged.’ The amount 





set out and the blank space to be 
advanced. That the contract is to 
further provide that in the event 
that the song is not published 
within one year after acceptance, 
that the publisher may upon paying 
an additional sum, to be agreed 
upon at the time, that the contract 
is entered into for further option 
for six months. It is further pro- 
vided that at the expiration of 11 
months after the song has not been 


published the composer shall have 
the right to demand its return 
whereupon the publisher must 


either publish this song or exercise 
option as above or return the manu- 
script and all rights appertaining 
thereto, including copyright, to the 
writer. If the first option is ex- 
ercised then at the expiration of 17 
months if the song has not been 
published the similar notice with 
similar requirements may be served 
by the writer on the publisher. 


Actual Publication 
(4). That the contract provide in 
suitable language provision to the 


effect that the publication neces- 
sary to be made by the publisher 
in order to comply with the pro- 
visions of the agreement must be 
the publication of copies actually 
intended for public sale, a@ mere 
publication for copyright purposes 
not being sufficient. 

(5). That the statements are to 
be rendered elearly by the publisher 
to the writer and each statement 
shall set out all royalties or other 
sums due to the writer by the pub- 
lisher. Note: This provision need 
not be uniform as it is agreed that 
all publishers who now render 
semi-annual statements to writers 
and have geared up their royalty 
accounting departments on this 
basis need not change but can ob- 
tain permission to continue with 
the semi-annual practices. 


(6). That the contract is to de- 
fine in detail the items which shall 
appear on any royalty statement 
furnished to the writer as to uni- 
formity in royalty statements. 

(7). That statements furnished 
to the writer are to be paid accom- 
panied by check in full payment of 
the sum due. 

Certified Statements 


(8). That all statements are to 
be certified by the regular public 
accountant who regularly audits 
the books of the publisher. In the 
event of the failure of the pub- 
lisher to render such certified ac- 
count, then the contract is to pro- 
vide that the composer of his as- 
sociation agent is to be entitled to 
examine the books of the publisher 
either personally or with the certi- 
fied public accountant employed by 
the composer or his agent, 

(9). That the account so far as 
foreign royalties are concerned is to 
be itemized as to the sources from 
which foreign payments appearing 
in the accounting are derived. 

(10). That the publisher is to 
agree to furnish to the composer 
or the association as far as it is 
possible for him to do s0, a printed 
copy of the song covered by the 
agreement, published in any foreign 
country, as promptly after the 
initial priniing in such foreign 
country as is possible. 

(11). That the contract is to 
provide a clause so that the com- 
poser at the time of signing the 
agreement shall have the right to 
either grant or withhold his per- 


| mission from the publisher to grant 


after | 





licenses to mechanical companies 
on fees less than the statutory rate. 

(12). That the contract shall also 
have a clause providing that where 
the purchase by the publisher of a 


sone is an outright purchase, the 
sales shall include all of the com- 
poser’s rights to it but that the 
publisher agrees at all times to 


publish such song with the name of 
the composer protect the 
con tandinge in the Ameéri- 


so a to 


noser s 


SHERMAN-CLAY’S NET 
LOSS OVER A MILLION 


San Francisco, March 21. | 
In its annual financial report filed | 





j 4 ‘oO. 


$408,320 for 


Thus, | 


|for stockholders Sherman, Clay & 
reports a net of $1,537,280} 
| for 1931, against a net loss of| 
1930. Company’s total} 
assets are over $3,000,000. 


loss 


as 


All directors and officers re-eclect- | 
;ed at the annual meeting. 





WB-KRESS FIGHT 


Publishers Seek to Force 
Stores to Cut 





Warner 





If by April 1 the Kress chain 
stores on the west coast do not! 

icease to sell sheet music at cut 
|prices, Warner publishers will cut | 
}all sheet music to 20 cents retail | 
jon counters located in the same | 
! 


cities as the Kress stores. Warners 
jis seeking to force the Kress stores 





}to resume standard sheet music| 
prices. | 

Kress has cut the price of all} 
sheet music to 25 cents retail in 


about 10 of its stores in San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, Spokane, Seattle 


and elsewhere. 
Warners has counters in prac- 
tically every section where there 


is a Kress store selling sheet music. 

If Warner introduces a 20 cent 
retail price on the Coast it may be 
operating the counters at a 


loss. 


Chi Musicians’ $100,000 
For New Union Building 








Chicago, March 21. 

Plans for erecting a new $100,000 
musicians’ building, with the pres- 
ent one to be razed, has been ap- 
proved by the Chicago Federation 
and Musicians club. Vote taken at 
a joint meeting brought out a 
majority of 800 to 4 for the project. 

Immediate action was urged by 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
union, with bids from contractors 
already coming in. It is expected 
that work on the new building will 
start around May 1. 

With the present five-story build- 
ing at 175 W. Washington to be 
wrecked, the new structure will be 
a two-story one and constructed in 
a manner allowing for further addi- 
tions. It will also contain a large 
auditorium, capacity to be decided 
upon later, which will serve as an 
assembly hall for the musicians as 
well as for other purposes 





can Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers. 
Composers’ Rights 

(13). That the contract is fur- 
ther to contain the clause which 
at the time of executing the agree- 
ment shall give to the composer a 
right to determine whether he de- 
sires to have the said song used in 
connection with dance folios, med- 
leys, or books, and if so the con- 
tract must provide blank price the 
publisher must pay to the writer 
for such privilege and a _ blank 
period of time after the initial pub- 


lications when such use can be 
made. 

(14). That the contract shall 
further provide that royalties are 


to be paid by the publisher to the 
writer on all dance orchestrations 
sold and paid for. 

(15). Refers to royalties withheld 
because of an infringement claim. 
These royalties are to be deposited 
in escrow With a party to be agreed 
upon to await the outcome of the 
suit: however, if claim is made and 
no suit is started within a reason- 
able time, the royalties are to be 
released. 


| idea 


| have 








(16). Refers to suit started for | 
infringements. Composers insist | 
upon the employment of attorneys 
to be chosen by SPA. 


(17). Refers to all disputes which 
shall be submitted to arbitration 
under the rules of the American 


Arbitration Association. 

(18). That the contract is to pro- 
vide a clause that in any one year 
publisher should agree not to 
publish songs of more than 20 
writers who are not members of 
the SPA. This limitation, of course 
does not include works of foreign 
origin, except as to such foreign 
works as may have been originally 


the 








| composed by American citizens. 


NO UNDER SCALE CONSENT 


802 Has Not Given Cut Permit to 
Re-establish Legit House Orchs 


Report that the local musicians’ 
given its consent to re- 
establish pit musicians in legit the- 
atre at wage is denied 
by the board of governors of Local 
802. 


unions has 


under scale 


Walter Damrosch as unemploy- 
ment relief committee made the | 
rounds of legit managers’ offices} 

lwith the proposition that they 


place musicians back in the pit for 
$20 per man instead of at the $56 
(regular) scale. It was understood 
that the difference in salary, $36 per 
man, would be made up through the 
relief fund. 

Officials of 802, however, 
that they know nothing about the 
and not intend to reduce 
ale. Declaration is that they 
not their permission to 
Damrosch anyone to offer 
musicians under scale, 

Board states that its present con- 
tract with legit managers runs until 
Labor Day, 1933. 


C. & C. DISPOSED OF 17 
FOREIGN SONGS IN U. S. 


ado 
the si 
given 


or else 


During the month that Jimmy 
Campbell and Reg Connelly, Eng- 


lish publishers, spent in the U. S&S. 
they placed 17 foreign songs with 
American publishers, 

Following are the American pub- 
lishers who have taken foreign 
tunes, and the number each ac- 
cepted: Shapiro-Bernstein, two; 
Berlin, two; De Sylva, Brown & 
Henderson, three; Robbins, three; 
Harms, six; Charles Miller, one. 


$3,500 Court Verdict for 


Musician’s Sensitive Lip’ 


Pittsburgh, March 21. 

Julius Gardner, formerly with the 
Stanley orchestra, was awarded 
$3,500 damages by a jury in Com- 
mon Pleas court here last week 
against Dave Broudy, conductor at 
the Stanley. 

Gardner, who sued for $100,000, 
alleged that in October, 1929, dur- 
ing an altercation at rehearsal 
Broudy struck him in the face, im- 
pairing his sight and causing him 
to have a sensitive lip, which he 
said interfered with his French 
horn playing. Broudy testified he 
struck Gardner in self-defense. 

Bernie Armstrong, organist, and 
Earl Bailey, formerly manager of 
the Stanley, but now in Philadel- 
phia, appeared in Broudy’s behalf. 
Criminal proceedings brought by 
Gardner against him are still pend- 
ing. 


Tough in Belgium 





Brussels, March 14. 

The ‘Revue Musicale Belge,’ the 
musicians’ periodical, publishes a 
list of Brussels hotels, restaurants, 
dance halls and stores which employ 
orchestras, and advises its readers 
to patronize those establishments {In 
preference to others which rely on 
wireless and gramophone pickups 
for their music. 





Sour Over ‘Sweetheart’ 


Green & White, publishers of 
‘Dream Sweetheart,’ have been no- 
tified by Julian Abeles, attorney for 
Campbell & Connelly, Ine., and 
Robbins, to cease publishing ‘Dream 
Sweetheart.” Abeles also asks for 
an accounting. 

The complainants declare the 
principal part of the melody of 
Green & White’s tune and that of 
Good Night Sweetheart,’ which 
C-C published in England and Rob- 
bins here, is the same. 





Kassel’s Platters 
Chicago, March 21, 

Art Kassel orchestra last week 
recorded four sides of phonograph 
discs for Columbia here. These 
are the first recordings Kassel has 
made for Columbia, having for- 
merly done some stamping with 
Victor. 

Kasse] is in 


it a loop 





town 


hotel. 


state | 


for the season | 


3-CORNERED CHI DEAL 
MAY TIE UP CBS-ASC 


Chicago, March 21. 

| Three-cornered agreement was 
last week entered into, concerning 
ithe Columbia network, the Isham 
| Jones orchestra and the Amusement 
Service Corp., local 1isical book- 
ing office. By the new arrangement 





mit 


} the Jones orchestra will be handled 


by CBS for all its radio contracts, 
| while ASC will remain as the booker 
;of the Jones band for personal 
showing at dance spots. 


| Agreement was consummated 
| While Jones was at the Golden 
| Pheasant in Cleveland, and from 
which town CBS has placed the 


band on two sustaining periods. 
Deal is looked upon generally as 

the likely start of a regular tie-in 

between ASC for regular 


CBS and 


| band agreements. Arrangement is 
| also considered a stiff jolt for the 


hopes of MCA, which was under- 
stood to have been seeking a net- 
work affiliation for its orchestra. 
With the new papers drawn up MCA 
appears solidly locked out from both 
networks, since both chains now 


have agreements with other band 
booking offices. This present deal 
puts ASC in a position for closer 


contact with CBS generally, while 
NBC here for more than a year has 
had a mutual agreement with the 
Kennaway organization, another lo- 
cal band agency. 


British Soc. Holds Out 
Till Am. Soc. Pays Up 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers is considering 
an adjustment under its agreement 
with the British Performing Rights 
Society, Ltd., whereby the American 
| Society is to withhold a _ certain 
sum for British songs played in this 
|country, 50% to go to the British 
Society. This agreement, entered 
into in the early part of 1930, was 
to be reciprocal on an equal basis. 

To date, according to report, the 
American Society has not made a 
payment to the British Society. 
Latter, after making a small pay- 
ment to the American Society for 
1930, is withholding its 1931 pay- 
ment until the American Society 
delivers whatever is due under the 
agreement. 

The money to be paid the Amert- 
can Society by the British Society 
under this arrangement is to be 
distributed among songwriters only, 
since the American publishers get 
50% of what the British publishers 
receive in performing rights fees 
from American songs in Britain. 

One detail said to be holding up 
the matter is that while the British 
Society has an easy manner in 
which to determine moneys col- 
lected for foreign and native songs, 
since the pro rata system is used 
abroad, the American Society finds 
it difficult because of blanket con- 
tracts with radio stations. 

The agreement between both or- 
ganizations is said to be verbal. 











Chi Fair Votes for 


International Music 


Chicago, March 21, 

Chicago’s Fair in '33, if and when, 
will lead off with a 16-week music 
festival in which an international 
note will be struck or not at all. 
Arguments have been for some time 
on the music committee as to 
whether American music should get 
the breaks, 

Following heated discussions on 
the subject, the committee finally 
decided that it would be a free-for- 
all, with compositions to be rated 
by merit rather than nationality. 

Someone suggested a slogan of 
from Bach to Berlin, meaning 
Irving. Programs are planned to 
take in everything in music from 
the classics to popular. 


Al Newman’s Bid 


Al Newman has had a bid for the 





musical directorship of Radio City. 
Newman is now on the Coast as 
musical director at United Artists 
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N.Y. and Chicago 
Sheet Sales Of; 


Coast Surprises 








6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 





FEBRUARY MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 


OF SALES MADE DURING FEBRUARY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 











CHICAGO 


LOS ANGELES 





























‘Was That the Human Thing to 


‘Home’ 





Do?’ 





‘Home’ 
‘All of Me’ 








‘When We're Alone’ 








‘Where the Blue of the Night’ 


‘Was That the Human Thing to Do?’ 





‘Where the Blue of the Night’ 








‘All of Me’ 


‘Just Friends’ 

















‘Just Friends’ 





‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ 








New York, March 19 

Publishers were hit pretty hard 
last month. Sales were more than | 
normally off. Choice few publishers | NEW YORK 
with top tunes were kept fairly | 
bus} but the majority reported |} No. 1—SONG ‘Was That t the Human Thing to ‘Do?’ 
February as unusually tough. | No. 2—SONG ‘Just Friends’ 

Witmark’s ‘Was That the Human No. 3—SONG ‘When We're Alone’ 
Thing To Do?’ came up into first | No. 4—SONG ‘Auf Wiedersehen, My Dear’ 
place from the fifth berth of the | No. 5—SON ‘ 
preceding month (January). It re- No. e—80NG jonuaaled On Your Shoulder’ 
placed Marlo’s ‘Home,’ the ace — = - ~ ae seakoantn 
in the January survey, which last | 
month slipped down into No. 6. | 
Robbins’ ‘Just ‘“:iends,’ not repre- 
sented in the preceding survey. | 


came up fast and finished in No. 2 

When We're Alone, (Famous) 
also not present in January, fol- | 
lowed closely on the heels. of 
‘}’riends’ and earned the trey. 

Ager, Yellen & Bornstein’s ‘Auf 
Wiedersehn’ and Feist’s ‘Snuggled 
On Your Shoulder,’ like the two 
previous songs, were similarly not | 
present among the last survyver’s six 
best, but during February climbed 
up to Nos. 4 and 5, respectively. 


Robbins’ ‘Good Night Sweetheart’ 
disappears from the current survey 
after being among the six best for 
the past three months, 

Other tunes near the top during 
February were Feist’s ‘Wooden 
Soldier and the China Doll,’ Berlin's 
‘All Of Me,’ Santly’s ‘Starlight,’ De- 
Sylva’s ‘Where The Blue of the 
Night’ and Morris’ ‘Somebody Loves 
You.’ 

In the dise 
list, 


field, on the Brunswick 
3ing Crosby and the Mills 
gros. practically monopolize the six 
best, having four top sellers. Co- 
lumbia report shows Ben Selvin’s 
Orchestra as its chief band attrac- 
tion, Selvin’s orchestra has three 
best out of the total six. 

Peter Van _ Steeden_ orchestra 
recording of ‘Home’ (Victor), No 4 
during January, rates the top rung 
in the current survey. It is the 
Only repeater on Victor's list. ‘Home’ 
Was authored by Van Steeden, 


Still Flabby 
Chicago, March 19. 
Trade for Feb. held to the same 
flabby level of the month previous 
and the present outlook is not for 
any startling rise in the sale of 
Platters, though the sheet music 
Sales indicate « better tone 
Current best-seller lineup’ ex- 
hibits one of the greatest switches 
of rating yet. ‘Human Thing,’ not 
even a contestant the previous 
month, blew in frora nowhere to 
cop the ace position, pushing the 
former leader, ‘Home,’ down a peg. 
Three January winners are down in 
the dark. ‘Good Night Sweetheart,’ 


Chi 








GEORGE BENT 


Having a grand time listenin’ to ’em 
sing at RKO Orpheum, Denver. 





Thanks for past favors to Bob West, 
Fred Schmitt, Evert Cummings, Sam 
Shayon, Barry Burke, Boris Morros, 
Jesse Crawford, Milton Feld, Louis 
Finske. 





Thanks for present favors to Earl 
Kaye, Sam Freed, Milton Schwarz- 
wald, Bob Garry, E. M. Glucksman, 
Morgan Ames, Dan Parker, Louis 
Hellborn, Ray Marchbanks, Al Lever. 
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I Predict the New Song 
“ASK YOURSELF WHO LOVES 
YOU—TELL YOURSELF IT’S ME” 
By BENNY DAVIS and JOE BURKE 
Will Be a Big and Quick Hit 


AL DUBIN writer of 
‘TOO MANY TEARS’ 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major saies only arereported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


sales, both sides are mentioned: 


——- =, 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 ‘Dinah’ 


(Bing Crosby and Mills Bros.) 





‘Can't We Talk It Over? (Bing Crosby 
and Mills Bros.) 


‘Dinah’ 


(Bing Crosby 


and Mills Bros.) 




















Orch. = 








well Sis. ) 


| BRUNSWICK—No. 2 ‘Snuggled On Your Shoulder’ (Binz|‘You Rascal, You’ (Mills Bros.) ‘| Hear’ (Don Redmond Orch.) 
Crosby) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 3 ~ |*Tiger Rag’ (Mills Bros.) ‘It Don’t Mean a Thing’ (Duke Elling-|‘Snuggled On Your Shoulder’ (Isham 
ton Orch.) Jones Orch.) ; 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 ‘You Rascal, You’ (Mills Bros.) ‘Between the Devil and the Deep Blue| ‘Baby, Won’t You Please Come Home’ 
Sea’ (Cab Calloway Orch.) (Mills Bros.) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Was That the Human Thing to Do?’ ‘Was That the Human Thing to Do?’| ‘Scandals’ Gems (Vic Young Orch., Bing 
(Ben Krueger's Orch.) (Ben Krueger’s Orch.) Crosby, Boswell Sis., Mills Bros., 
— ra Frank Munn) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Can’t We Talk It Over?’ (Ben Bernie|‘Nothing Is Sweeter Than You’ (Bos-|‘Twenty-One Years’ (Red Nichols 


Orch.) 








COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘Of Thee | ree (Knickerbockers) 


‘All of Me’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) 


‘You Can Depend On Me’ (Louis Arm- 


strong Orch.) 








My Everything,’ ‘When We're 


(Ben Selvin Orch.) 


‘You Can Depend On Me’ (Louis Arm- 
strong Orch.) 


‘Chinatown’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘You're 
Alone’ 

COLUMBIA—No. 3 ‘Oh, Wh 
(Ben 


Selvin Orch.) 


at a Thrill,’ ‘Good Night, Moon’ 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ 
bardo Orch.) 





(Guy Lom- 


‘Too Late,’ ‘River, Stay "Way From My 


Door’ (Guy Lombardo Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 
Door’ 


‘Too Late,’ ‘River, Stay "Way From My 


(Guy Lombardo Orch.) 


‘Starlight’ (Ted Wallace Orch.) 


‘Who’s Your Little Whozis’ 


bockers) 





COLUMBIA—No. & 


‘Was That the Human Thing to Do?’ 








‘Twenty-One Years’ (Kate Smith) 


‘I'm Sorry, Dear,’ ‘| Found You’ (Red 








(Knicker- 














(Ben Selvin Orch.) McKenzie) 

COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Home,’ ‘All of Me’ (Louis Armstrong| ‘When We're Alone’ (Ben Selvin Ofch.) | ‘All of Me’ (Ben Selvin Orch.) 
Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 1 ‘Home,’ ‘1 Promise You’ (Peter Van|‘When We're Alone’ (Arden-Ohman|‘All of Me’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) 
Steeden Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 2 ‘By the Sycamore Tree,’ ‘All of Me’| ‘Rain On the Roof’ (Nat Shilkret Orch.) | ‘You’re My Everything’ (Russ Columbo) 
(Paul Whiteman Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 3 
(Bert 


‘Was That the Hu .1an Thing to Do?’ 


Lown Orch.) 


‘Auf Wiedersehn’ 


(Jack Denny Orch.) 


‘Pagan Moon’ 


(Ted Black Orch.) 





ViICTOR—No. 4 


‘When We're Alone,’ ‘How Long Will 
It Last?’ (Arden-Ohman Orch.) 


‘Dancing On the Ceiling’ (Jack Hylton 
Orch.) 


‘Sylvia’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 5& 
Eyes’ 


‘Dancing On the Ceiling’ (Jack Hylton 
Orch.), 


‘There’s Something in Your 


(Leo Reisman Orch.) 


‘Oh! What a Thrill’ (Jack Denny Orch.) 


‘Home’ (Peter Van Steeden Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 





‘Snuggled On Your Shoulder’ 
Denny 


(Jack | ‘Was 





Orch.) 


(Bert Lown Orch.) 


That the Human Thing to Do?’ 





‘Dancing On the Ceiling’ (Jack Hylton 


Orch.) 








which held the No. 1 spot for sev- 
eral months, ‘Now is the Time to 
Fall in Love’ and ‘By the Sycamore 
Tree. Almost, but not quite, in the 
blue-ribbon array for Feb. were 
‘Wooden Soldier and China Doll 
and ‘Auf Wiedersehn, My Dear.’ 

Nothing outstanding among the 
dises. Brunswick list continues to 
take its best returns on the vocals. 
Duke Ellington Orch. on its first 
Brunswick appearance crowds into 
the top listings. 


Coast Sheets Strong 
Los Angeles, March 19. 

Piano copy sales held up better 
than expected during February, 
with half a score of strong tunes 
heading the list. 

In addition to those quoted, 
‘You’re My Everything,’ ‘Evenin’ in 
Caroline,’ ‘Last \Valtz With Mother,’ 
and ‘Cuban Love Song’ were strong 
enough to contend with the half- 
dozen top numbers for listing. 

Dise business only fair, with Co- 
lumbia fallen off to almost nothing 
with the recent loss of selling 
names in its pop list. Sales fluctu- 
ated greatly, spurting for a few 
days and then dropping back again. 





Jack Yellen last week named Phil 
Wilcox as Chicago manager for his 











= _ ny 





music companr 








EARL 





Musical Director RKO Orpheum, Denver 


Thanks to E. M. GLUCKSMAN, SAM FREED, 
MILTON J. SCHWARZWALD, MORGAN C. AMES 
and LOU HELLBORN 


Picked Big Day 


Dubuque, Ia., March 21. 
musicians’ union and 
others interested in organization 
bands and other musical _ units, 
picked a Saturday big day here 
for visitors, to stage a ‘living mu- 
sic’ day in downtown section, 

Concerts were given at various 
pay spots, in an effort to plug for 
places of business. Mostly gratis, 
but some pay spots, in an effort to 
plug for more personal appear- 
ances, 


Local 





German Theme Feist’s 


Feist has acquired the American 
rights to the song from the German 
film, ‘Der Raub der’ Mona Lisa.’ 
Song, titled ‘Warum Lachelst Du, 
Mona Lisa?’ will be published under 
the title of ‘Tell Me Why You Smile, 
Mona Lisa.’ 





Raymond B. Egan wrote the 
translated lyric. 
KING’S TOUR 


Chicago, March 21. 

After a winter at the northside 
Aragon ballroom, Wayne King and 
his band slip out of town on March 
28, for a quick tour of eastern 
cities, all new territory for the King 
outfit. Will cover, besides a quota 
of small spots, Philadelpria, Pitts- 





KAYE 


burgh and Washington, returning 
| here April 10. 

Bernie Cummins’ 
|the Trianon 
| Weems’ absence, is 
into the Aragon 
absence. 


now at 
Ted 
to go 
King 


band, 
filling in in 
slated 
for the 





JOHNNY GREEN SET BACK 

Johnny Green, 23-year-old Para- 
mount composer, has had his open- 
ing date as pit orchestra leader for 
| the Brooklyn Paramount set back 
}one week April 1 instead of March 





~t 


Youth composer goes in under a 





four-weex contract with options 








Odoms Retires from Biz 


Cliff Odoms, associatec. with Feist 
for 20 years, resigned from the com- 
pany last week and will retiré from 
business. 


Odoms was in charge of Feist’s 
mechanical department and was 
general supervisor for the house. 


Odoms resigned for purely per- 
sonal reasons, mostly a desire to be 
with his family on the coast. He is 
currently on a cruise to the West 
Indies, due back April 1. 





LOFNER-HARRIS SPLIT 


San Francisco, March 21. 

Lofner-Harris dance combo at 
Hotel St. Francis breaks up May 15, 
when Phil Harri. goes into the Am- 
bassador Hotel, Los Angeles, with 
his own band. 

Carol Lofner may stick at the St. 
Francis with part of the present 
band, 


PUB STAFF CUT DOWN 

DeSylva, Brown & Henderson let 
five employees out Saturday (19). 

They are Al ‘Boomey’ Ash, Eva 
Cohn, and Moe Ungar, of the pro- 
fessional department; George Lip- 
man, shipping department, and 
Molly Schrager, slide department. 





Florentine’s New Management 


Management of the Florentine 
Grill, in the Park Central, New 
York, has been taken over by Neal 
Berk and Leon Rudd. 

Formal opening is set for March 
30. Noble Sissle’s orchestra for the 
music. Harry Blair is doing the 
publicity. 





Mex. Cab. Tax Default 
Mexico City, March 17. 
Parisene Cabaret, first line Ameri- 
can style cab, has been sealed by 
treasury department. Failure to pay 
taxes the reason. 





EDDIE DUCHIN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Central Park Casino, New York 


Broadcasting Via WABC 


Featuring: 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 
Woods Theatre Bldg., Chicago 
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| JESS STAFFORD | 
and His Orchestra 
CLUB FORREST 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 
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VARIETY 


61 
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Polly of the Circus 


(Continued from page 13) 


ere’s no kick in the ro- 
reuse. which will disappoint 
Gable following. 3 iss Davies 
ineffective in the clinches, being 
ie ays best at light comedy, with 
few comedy chances in this talker. 
ipt tries its utmost to show 
that a minister is just as human as 
anyone else, becoming nearly silly 
¢ times by overdoing the point. 
Dialog for the first meeting of the 







































two leads is awkward and gets 
their life story off on the wrong 
To plant the information 


t. : . —. 
aot Gable, despite being a minis- 


ter, is a real he-man, he opens box- 
ing with a pal in the parrish house 


orhen the young preacher mar- 
ries the circus girl after taking her 
in as a patient and boarder when 
when she’s injured in a big top fall, 
his pulpit is taken away. When 
the girl convinces the influential 
pishop, Who is also the boy minis- 
ter’'s uncle, that she means well 
after all, the uncle agrees to get 
pack the boy’s job. But it’s almost 
too late to save the girl from an- 
other fall off the flying bar, this 
time deliberate. Without saying so, 
she intimates the desire to do away 
with herself that her husband 
ean return to the church. Divorce, 
gays the bishop, is impossible. 
While Polly is doing her flying 
and building up to the triple twist 


sO 


finish, wherein she apparently in- 
tends to miss the catch, there's 
some compelling suspense, The 


easting work, performed by a trio 
with another woman doubling for 
Miss Davies, was intelligently 
photographed, but the threat of vio- 
lence is never as strong as it should 
be. This is due to the story, for 
after what takes place previously, 
what might happen at the finish 
probably will not be considered im- 
portant. It’s a cinch her husband 
will get there before she jumps, 

Cc. Aubrey Smith, with featured 
villing, does the bishop as well as 
such a conventional role could pos- 
sibly be done. Raymond Hatton 
succeeds in becoming immediately 
dislikeable as the stewed menace, 
a role that’s poorly drawn but saved 
by the playing. Not much meat 
f for others in the cast. Bige. 


TEMPEST 


(‘Sturme der Leidenschaft’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production. Leo Brecher release in 
the U. 6. Stars Emil Jannings and features 
Anna Sten. Supervision Erich Pommer. 
Direction Robert Siedmak. Story, Robert 
Liebmann and Hans Mueller. Music, 
Friedrich Hollaender. Photography, Gun- 
ther Ritteu. Sound, Fritz Thiery. At the 


Little Carnegie, N. Y., on grind run, be- 
ginning March 15, Running time, 103 
minutes. 

Gustav Bumke........... »..Emil Jannings 
 , Serres See sdoccsesed Anna Sten 
Wh 66-60 #0 cvewe seeeeeess- Franz Nicklisch 
Pssatapesceosedeaesace od Anton Pointer 
The Detective...essesess..--Otto Wernicke 
PES cakes ecee esccoeee. trude Hesterberg 


-Julius Falkenstein 


Here is a lesson in technique from 
the studios across the Rhine. It is 
by all odds the most powerful and 
realistic film yarn in years. It is so 
strong that it is impossible not to be 
impressed. Which stands, despite 
the fact that the picture is a good 
= four reels overboard on footage. 

For German theatres throughout 
the world it is a natural. In the 
United States it can even draw a 
bit from non-German sectors be- 
cause of Jannings’ name and the 
= English super-imposed titles. These 
titles are an especially bad set, and 
are even more irritating to German- 
speaking customers than they usu- 
ally are, but will undoubtedly prove 
of some aid to non-Germans. 

One may say what one wants 
about this Emil Jannings. He al- 
ways plays the same kind of part: 
he has a series of set and routined 
tricks; there is no variety in his 
work, but he’s still a grand actor. 
And in this picture he turns in the 
best performance since ‘Variety,’ the 
old German silent that set him with 

merican fans, 

Variety,’ incidentally, was in 
= ways similar to this picture. 

here, as here, it’s a business of a 

rong man undermined by a weak 
0 a Anna Sten is the current 
he lady and does a great job of 
eee portrayal. Miss Sten, who im- 
—e Strongly in ‘Karamazov,’ is 
bs: tent better here. She’s not so Diet- 
Ay the sh as in the other picture, al- 
BD si Soh given a song to sing very 

Milar in tone and lyrics to the 


Mitrich song in ‘Blue Angel.’ 
dame Sten this time portrays a 


who is so cold and calculating 
t her os can be no sympathy for 
I plays hes Jannings’ mistress but 
doabe With another lad. It leads, of 
man’ 22 Jannings killing the other 
ones oven he starts to kill her, too, 
ever the finest bits of psychology 
reachenmeraed takes place, lie 
oe ed the girl's throat. She 
* ana ki : er arms around his neck 
= but Sses him. He fights her off, 
Sher 1.) Sheer will power she keeps 
} Set lips close to his ; 1, of course 
Wing ites 7s S and, o cours " 
} 200g 6 over. The next day she 
! “0d delete a new man and turns 
Preheat, over to the police. 
Was = ly realizing that their story 
own ta tough to get away on its 
ace-hi sth, the producers put all 
as Sonn ) performers into the film 
icke a supports. Otto Wer- 
Jannin, wd the detective is the usual 
‘ Emil's py oe Posite. In all of Herr 
man “ins there is another fat 
sufficiently like him in appear- 


that 





| Comes the cruel, 





ance to underline Jannings’ per- 
formance. Franz Nicklish, a new 
face, in a rather sympathetic role, 
is fine, and the others all hold up. 
It’s tough and grim and cruel. 
And much too long. But it’ll make 
as much money as any German film 
can make in the United States. 
Kauf. 


CARNIVAL BOAT 





Charles R. Rodgers production an@d RKO- 
Pathe release. Starring Bill Boyd. Harry 
Joe Brown, associate producer; Albert Ro- 


gell, director; story by Marion Jackson and 
Don Ryan; screen play by James Seymour, 





Ted McCord, camera; Carrol) Clark, ari 
director; Arthur Lange, musical director; 
costumes by Gwen Wakeling; John Link, 
film editor; Frank Shaw, asst. director; 
lL. J. Meyers, sound. At the Hippodrome, 
N. Y., Mareh 19, Running time, 61 mins. 
meee ‘SO, bcc kdaneeesaesenine Bill Boyd 
eT eer TTTiitk Ginger Rogers 
rere eecese .. Fred Kohler 
Jim Gannon.....+eee008+-Hobart Bosworth 
Me nescee’ cocctes seceeenes Marie Prevost 
BOI. cscccvs eossccccseesss Edgar Kennedy 
SEMDOY occcendwecocenenace secs Harry Sweet 
CMO bcc vediseseed eScecceecs: Charles Sellon 
ee BOOK. 0s cckeaséavensess Walter Percival 
BOrt to De BMGs. cteccceve Jack Carlyle 
ME since cudekeses O60 540655 Joe Marba 
PEPE nacaccate soeveseeses-Kddie Chandler 
Bartem@er icscsccccce WTTiTTi TTT Bob Perry 

‘Carnival Boat’ will not mean 


much to the big first runs, but it 
has enough to interest the lower 
end of the A list and below that it 
Should be a pushover if sold for 
what it is rather than for what the 
title suggests. It is not a showboat 
story but a vigorous and speedy 
tale of the lumber camps with the 
showboat figuring only because it 
brings into the plot the girl who 
almost proves the disturbing factor 
between Bill Boyd and his father, 
Hobart Bosworth, when the latter 
frowns on the trouper because he 
wants his son to follow in his own 
footsteps as a lumber boss. 


Only one sequence is played on 
the boat. The rest is woods stuff 
with falling trees, tumbling logs 
and finally the almost inevitable 
jam, which is loosened by Boyd. 
But the jam fits more accurately 
into this plot than in most cases, 
where it is too often forced in to 
create the mechanical punch which 
does not atone for the lack of men- 
tal slog. Here the story provides 
the major interest, though it is 
helped more than a little by the 
jam, a runaway train, a ride on a 
cableway and finally an elegant 
serap between Boyd and Fred 
Kohler, 

The story has been well devel- 
oped and nicely spaced with com- 
edy relief provided by Edgar Ken- 


nedy and Harry Sweet. It all be- 
longs, and it gets over to real 
laughs. 


Boyd, no longer the insufferable 
smart aleck, plays sincerely, with 
Ginger Rogers seen to better ad- 
vantage as the girl from the boat 
than in her earlier screen efforts. 
The acting average of the entire 
cast is unusually good; a well di- 
rected performance which does 
much to help over a plot which has 
been developed with plenty of ac- 
tion and better than usual dialog. 
The photography is excellent and 
the sound matches it. 


It is one of those pictures while 
not of smashing importance just 
happens to get over smoothly in 
every department, and it will please 
those who regret the bustling days 
of the silent screen, 


Cossacks of the Don 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Soyuzkino production and Amkino release. 
Stars Emma Cessarskaya. Direction Olga 
Preobrajenskaya; associate diector, Mikhail 
Pravor; photography, D. Feldman. At the 
Cameo, N, Y., on grind run beginning 





March 18 Running time, 75 mins, 

Aksinya....... eeseesee Emma Cessarskayo 
GrisNa .eccccceces Cocrececece Abrikosov 
Mata@ ccccoccccccccccsccesacks. PUERDOVS 
Stephen...... TYTCTTITI CIT Te M. Stepanov 
EVBeENi .escees ecccsseseee-N,. Churakovska 





Romance comes to the Russians 
—and a mess emerges. For the 
first time, maybe to show they ean 
do it. the Russians spin out a love 
story sans revolution. And they 
can’t do it. Of the two evils the 
propaganda is more welcome. Bring 
on your tractors and your new re- 
gime, Comrades, It’s okay now. 

There’s not only the story de- 
parture, there’s also a star. For 
the first time.  She’s little Emma 
Cessarskaya and she’s the belle of 
the Don valley, weighs a measly 
two hundred, has flashing black 
eyes and dilating nostrils. And all 
the boys fall for her. 


It seems she’s married to Stephan 
but really loves Grisha. And Grisha 
loves her, but is forced to marry 
the wealthy Natalie. So they meet 
in the orchard in moonlight and 
plot their plots. And finally elope. 
cruel war, and 
Grisha goes off to fight for his Czar. 
When he comes back he finds his 
darling Aksinya wearing too many 
fine laces for a maid and hears 
whispers about the rich land own- 
er’s son. So he whips the r, lL. s., 
kicks the girl in the face and walks 
sadly down the road as the twi- 
light sets. 

All this in ten-twent-thirt 
and without even the usually 
Russian photography to excuse it. 
With the exception of one or two 
fine pastoral shots in the early part, 
which are completely lost. 

Even the patriotie and all-forgiv- 
ing Russians won't be fooled into 
paving to see this one. Kauf, 


style 


GHOST CITY 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- 
lease; features Bill Cody and Andy Shu- 
ford; with Helen Foster, Walter Milier, 
Kate Campbell, Chas, King, Walter Shum- 
way and Jack Carlyle. Direction and story 
by Harry Frazer; Archie Stout, camera. 
At Leew's New York theatre one day, 
March 15, as one-half of a double bill. 
Running time 38 mins. 





Although this story sticks around 
town longer than the usual pattern 
of horse opera, the urban moments 
are productive of more spirited 
drama than when they wander into 
the great outdoors. The opening is 


Suggestive of an incident in ‘Cim- 
arron’ as Cody comes into a new 
town to hound an ancient enemy 
with his printing press. The hat 
shooting episode remains intact, 
but the paper never comes out 
since before the first issue there 


comes news of a gold strike and the 
town is deserted. This supplied one 
of the active moments and was 
cleverly handled with comparative- 
ly few people. 

The main story concerns the 
papers; in this case the claims of 
the ingenue to a section of the new 
goldfield, which Cody seeks to ob- 
tain from the heavy, but which 
Shuford finally locates by accident. 
There is plenty of movement and 
the production shows to advantage 
in comparison with the average 
story of this type, not only for 
action, but fer settings and direc- 
tion. Several good fights, includ- 
ing one in a mine, three riding se- 
quences and a modicum of love in- 
terest. It ought to please the dou- 
ble portion customers and can go 
it alone at a pinch in the smaller 
houses. 

Cody and Miller team nicely as 
the opponents, with Jack Carlyle 
as the deputy trouble maker and 
Walter Shumway as a comedy re- 
lief who is not permitted to become 
intrusive. 


EIN BISCHEN LIEBE 


(‘A Bit of Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 10. 


Emelka production and Cinema Film re- 
lease. After stage play, ‘Business with 
America,’ by P. Frank and Ludwig Hirsch- 
feld. Manuscript by H. Zerlet. Production 
management G, CC. Horsetzky, direction 
Max Nevfeld. Music Paul Abraham, Sound 
Jansen, Joe King band. Cameraman, Willy 
Goldberger. Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. 
Cast: Hermann Thimig, Lee Parry, Magda 
Schneider, George Alexander, Rosi Barsony, 
Olly Gebauer, Richard Alexander, Edmund 
Pouch. Runnting time, 84 mins. At Capi- 
tol, Berlin, 








A charmingly and cleverly made 
picture which will find an enthu- 


siastie audience in Germany. 
Clever working over of the same 


topic, changed for Anglo-Saxon ex- 
hibition, should see it do well in 
those countries. 

Idea is not very original, but the 
author, Hans Zerlett, has writt n 
some excellent dialog, holding excel- 
lent comedy. ' 

Mr. Brown is an automobile man- 
ufacturer from the U. S. He visits 
Vienna to inspect his braneh there. 
Brown's ideas of Vienna are from 
German-American Viennese pic- 
tures, but he recognizes that things 
are not very different there from 
America, His Viennese manager in- 
advertently presents his secretary 
as his wife, so Brown falls in love 
with her and the girl with her chief. 
Follows the usual mixing up and 
changes. 

Director Max Neufeld has done 
some nice work here with a good 
cast. Lee Perry, known from si- 
lent pictures, reappears in this film, 
while Magda Schneider, a new- 
comer, and Joe May play nicely. 
Photography is standard and Paul 
Abraham’s music is pleasant. 

Magnus, 


Le Fils De L’Autre 


(‘The Other One’s Son’) 
(AMERICAN MADE) 


Paris, March 7. 

Radio Picture production locally released 
by United Artists. From the play, ‘Madame 
Julia.” Directed by Henry de la Falaise 
French dialog by Robert Haraki. Made in 
Hollywood. Recorded RCA. Running time, 
83 mins. At Olympia, Paris. 

Julia Whitcomb.....-..«+...Jeanne Helbling 
Jean Whitcomb...-see.: Emile Chautard 


Doris WhitcomD.....e.eeee-- George Rhodes 
Helen Weston....+ceessee+--Pauvline Garon 
Mme, Weston, .cocccsecesse Carrie Daumery 
De | WORN 55204 66e0s00 Jacques Jou-Jerville 


Olivier Weston....e+.:. +++.Jacques Lory 
“OMUESSS VETA..ceccccesseee-Ruth Weston 
FUBAVE. corccccccccsosccccseced Arthur Hurni 


eeee 


Exhibiting Jeanne Helbling, look- 
ing very thin and with unusually 
dark hair, about the only excuse for 
releasing this film here. Apart from 
that, it is everything that a French 
talker should not be, Apart from 
Helbling, and possibly Pauline Ga- 
ron, the entire cast is foreign to 
French andiences, 

The father, who {s immersed in 
Wall Street to the extent of per- 
mittang his son to become Involved 
with his stepmother, doesn’t go here. 
Nor do French people accept the 
idea of the man not caring enough 





fine | 





for his wife to give her more than 


| three minutes of his time on the day 


she returns from Europe. 
The Freneh dialog fitted to the 
so-called American action does not 


lring true and will probably be re- 
| sented on this side. 


| tails 


Extraneous de- 
and Wall Street shots are not 
understandable to the French lay- 
man and add no value. Sound just 
fair but photograp!) has ev.en- 


ny ji an 


ness of tone which proclaims Helly- 
wood. 

Picture is an interesting document 
for Helbling fans, and a prop for 
those favoring a quota, Mazi. 


GRAIN DE BEAUTE 
(‘Beauty Spot’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, March 8. 


Rene Weil Productions, Reunies film, by 
Perret. Pathe Natan release. Made at 
Natan Joinville studios. Directed by Pierre 
Caron, Recorded R.C.A. Running time, 
78 mins At the Imperial, Pa Cast: 
Simone Cerdan, Andre Roanne, Roger Tre- 
ville, 





ris 


Light French comedy with enough 
gags to have a chance in the neigh- 
borhoods. Action is all in Paris. 

As usual in all productions con- 
nected with Leonce Perret, 
come in for a fair amount of feot- 
age though done fairly discreetly. 
Also a couple of bedroom scenes 
showing Simone Gerdan getting into 
the same bed as Andre Roanne. 
But no censor would object, on the 
Continent, anyway. 

Mile. Cardan plays the wife of a 
cabinet attache who loves pleasure 
but retains discretion. She has 
made much progress since ‘Partir.’ 
Andre Roanne and Roger Treville 
are satisfactory with a good char- 
acter part done by Mille. Fusier Gir. 

Story is really one of mistaken 
identity. A young man follows home 
a woman he has met at a masked 
ball but never seen unmasked. In- 
stead of surrendering in the dark- 
ness, she shoves in his arms a pro- 
vincial relative who 
her and is half tight. 
slowed up at times by an attempt 
at extraneous effects. 


work is not top grade. Mazi. 








Die Verliebte Firma 


(‘The Firm in Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, March 13. 


and Bruno Granichstaedten. 
Ophuels, Production management 
Neppach. Music Bruno Granichstaedten. 
Architecture Neppach and Scharff. 
tography Carl Puth; sound Carlo Paganini. 


Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Gus- 
tav Frohlich, Arny Ablers, Ernst Verebes, 
Lien Deyers, yose Wedorn, Hubert v. 


Meyerinck, Fritz Steiner, Leonhard Steckel, 
liermann Krehan, Werner Finck. Running 
time, 73 mins, At Antrium, Berlin. 


A picture of picture making and 
the public, always interested in such 
topics, should pass this one, Film 
bears all the signs of a moderate 
success. 

A film expedition is on exteriors 
in the mountains, The star quarrels 
with her partner and husband, a 
tenor. By chance a young girl runs 
into the camera on skiis, but dis- 
appears singing the hit. The star 
leaves the party, but the young girl 
is discovered and plays the lead. 


Everyone has fallen in love with 
her, the film director, manuscript 


writer, composer, photographer, etc. 
And finally the manager also, a 
young man. She, however, proves 
not to be as talented as everybody 
thought, the star returns and the 
young girl leaves for her mountain 
village, but on the way the manager 
joins her. 

Pretty Anny Ahlers plays the film 
star, and Lien Deyers the young 
girl. Both do well. The music holds 
nothing special, but is agreeable. 
Sound reproduction and photog- 
raphy are good, Magnus, 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 37) 


go this week, That the Hollywood 
couple drew away a lot of business 
from the Oriental opening day 
can’t be gainsaid. Was a question 
of odds with the two for one bar- 
gain winning. 

As a matter of record the Loew 
units practically sneaked into town. 
No credit billing to Loew as with 
F.&M. With Brendel copping the 
lion’s share of billing, in and away 
from the theatre, the rest of the 
unit was merely extra stage flash. 
That appears oke, as neither B.&K. 
nor Loew can particularly benefit 
from the credit. Loew has had no 
representation in town since the old 
days of the Rialto, and then it was 
strictly vaude. 

More important to both sides is 
the reaction of the Oriental audi- 
ences to the change. Judging from 
the response the first performance 
the acceptance of the Loew units 
here was in the bag. For once here 
was a show running off smoothly, 
with no other hitches than those 
forthcoming from the house orches- 
tra, which with limited rehearsal 
can be alibied for the first spasm 
anyway. Another outstanding item 
and one particularly noticeable was 
the clocklike work of the 12 Ches- 
ter Hale girls. This group made 
an impression with a smartly rou- 
tined opening and an effective flash 
finale, 

First specialty turn was the 
Lucky Seven Trio, colored rhythm 
steppers, dressed in toppers and 
tails. There’s half the battle with 
an act of this type. Neatness. 
Darky dancers are no novelty here, 
with the house having played plen- 
ty of colored shows, but this trio 
showed a flair of execution in pre- 














cision better than the average, Flo 
Mayo’s aerial act took the baby 
}spot for an easy click, with Mi 


legs | 


accompanies 
Continuity is 


Technical 


Deutsches Lichtspiel-Syndicat production 
and release. Manuscrip by Ernst Marischka 
Direction Max 
Robert 


Pho- 


Mayo topping her stunts with just 
enough chatter to divert from the 
routine monotony. Her closing 
trick is a series of arm-over revo- 
lutions, 

In spotting Brendel just ahead of 
the finale, and closing with a flash, 
a departure has been made in pro- 
duction routine around here, with 
the last batch of personal appear- 
ance celebs all taking the curtain 
and leaving a suspense. Brendel’s 
introduction by Flo Burt was fur- 
ther augmented with the local spot- 
ting of Jerry Ross to do the hon- 
ors. Miss Burt, ahead of the pic 
ture comic, turns out a cycle of 
theme songs identified with Bren- 
del’s pictures, but the idea is not 
planted with the audience, major- 
ity of whom probably don't remem- 
ber the songs anyway. 

Neither is Brendel doing a new 
act by any means. With plenty of 
vaude experience behind him, Bren- 
del has not forgotten. Rather he 
is picking up where he left off when 
it was Brendel and Burt and Hol- 
lywood was far away. But audi- 
ences are still the same and that’s 
why they guffaw with zest at gags 
and hokum bits not so new. But 
Brendel doesn’t depend on gags 
alone. He has a mugg and an ac- 
cent, same that finally reached the 
bland optics of the film producers. 
And besides, for this engagement 
anyway, Brendel is appearing in 
the picture on the same program. 
Which doesn’t hurt either. 

Finale brought out a web routine, 
plenty sightful and Miles and Kover 
in an adagio spell for the high spot. 
Running time of 38 minutes was 
fast and well paced, with little ne- 
cessity of cutting anywhere. 

Usual orchestral feature from the 
pit, with the current week’s theme, 
‘Rivers of the World,’ and Clarence 
Oliver tenoring. Eddie House, 
switching with Pres Sellers, put 
over his organlog with a smack to 
Jimmy Savage's radio travesty 
slides. House is one consolist who 
can double in voice and oke. 

Newsreel and trailers fill in 
around the feature, ‘Disorderly 
Conduct’ (Fox). Bad weather Fri- 
day, but the house got off to fair 
start with an early holdout. 

Span. 





MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, March 21. 

Afternoons crowds only fair in 
spite of the fact that they’ve given 
Clark Gable heavy billing for ‘Polly 
of the Circus.” Reputed Gable draw 
doesn't seem to have worked in this 
instance. Stage show, ‘Spring 
Frolic, scoring heavily on laughs, 
may surprise and create more fa- 
vorable audience comment than fea- 
ture, 

Very wise move to bring Milton 
Berle back after the favorable im- 
pression he made here a few weeks 
ago. He goes even further this 
time, turning in one of the fun- 
niest shows the Mastbaum has 
boasted. An intimate type of en- 
tertainer, his wise cracks are never 
obnoxious and the fiont rows, bene- 
fiting first, are usually all curled up 
in laughter. Interesting, too, to 
note difference in audience reac- 
tion when pepped up by lively m.c. 
Recent shows with acts, just 4s 
good, introduced by one of perform- 
ers, met with indifferent reception. 
This week practically all the num- 
bers rated two bows, which helps 
the b.o. through enthusiastic word 
of mouth. 

Act opens with line girls going 
recitative to introduce Berle, only 
objectionable feature being tag line, 
‘Aw, nerts, it’s lousy. Word may 
pass when used by comedian, but 
not so hot when the entire chorug 
hurls it across the footlights. 


Orchestra up stage for a change, 
returning to former style of pres- 
entation. Berle warms up the audi- 
ence a bit and brings on Rio Broth- 
ers, whose collegiate stepping and 
imitation of a man taking a bath on 
Saturday night are well known. Of- 
fering well timed and compact and 
it clicks nicely. Two bows. 

Evelyn Wilson, charming per- 
former, on next with song and high 
silk hat rendition of tipsy night- 
lifer, Stunning dresser and class 
artiste, she scored heavily and also 
rated two bows. 

Berle on a little while and then 
the chorus in their nifty fur- 
trimmed pajamas do some mean 
wiggling to ‘Dairy Rhythm.’ Miss 
Wilson helps out, in appropriate 
costume, by singing chorus, Live- 
ly, colorful number, 

Yorke and King, the original tin- 
types, have an act that is over- 
long, counting on help from Berle, 
who clowns considerably in red wig. 
Finale ‘Rain on Roof,’ nicely ar- 
ranged with all principals lending 
a hand. Berle’s effeminate take-off 
at the end had them all howling. 

Milton Charles, with a rendition 
of ‘Auf Wiedersehn’ at the organ, 
and the Mastbaum orchestra, wit) 
‘Cavaliera JIusticanna,’ round out 
the bill, Waters. 





ESPY TO SKOURAS 
Cullen Espy, for years identified 
with Publix-Skouras interests 
transferring to tl 4 
Skouras “ros. 
While his post in 
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| 
poorest lineu] of | 
turns ever viewed at ‘this | 
westsider. Fortunately. however, 
for vaude's sake, this showing 
sion occurred simultaneously 
an array of mid-March snow and} 
sleet, so that only a small house was 
present to see vaude in its debility. | 
Wade and Wade opened with an 
assortment of strength stunts and 
chair-jumping, but nothing to stir 
this audience. Jack Rich played the 
accordian with sufficient precision 
in the deuce position, but again 
proved that merely pumping of the 
push-box does not constitute a 
worthwhile vaude routine. ‘Let's 
Go,’ three men and two gals in a 
mediocre dance flash, next. Danc- 
ing itself might squeeze by the 
blindly-booked smallies, but that] 
iging single hasn’t a spot any-| 
where on his pipes. Best of the turn | 
are the femme specialists, their 
closing precision number rating 
pleasantly. 


One of the 


showing 


| 


Ses- | 
. } 
with | 





Sli 


Every gag ir the Ames and Ames 
routine is we'tl-remembered, but 


every gag is entirely spoiled by this 
mixed team by weak showmanship 
They slur over the punch-lines so 
that the eutire effect is ruined. 
Wells, Johnson and West, two men 
have no regard for the 


clock. They stay on long enough to 
do three acts, but in the long run- 


ning of their disjointed routine they 
don’t squeeze even a minimum of 


dance and song act there’s a possi- 
bility of something solid. Musi 
from harps and piano as the back- 
ground and specialties, with some 
neat dance numbers by a femme 
and then a man and woman team 
Turn started excellently, but dwin- 
dled toward the close, particularly 
because the latter dances were al- 
!most direct repetitions of the first 


leg numbers. 
Hume and Hardy 
the order of Jordan and Wood in 
the burlesquing of radio personali- 
ties, but the present pair has made 
no study of the vocal inflections and 


have an act on 


characteristics of the radio voices 
they're trying to ape, so that most 
of the effectiveness is lacking. A bit 
more study paid to the vocal de- 
tails of the burlesquing and this 
turn might get somewhere. Clost 
on their cwn, for straight and com- 
edy warbling. Sere. was Lock- 
man, magic man and escape artist 


Much of this material is S hn stuff, 


but presented sloppily and at too 
slow a pace to connect properly. 
Gold. 
According to salary claims regis- 
tered with Equity, the Von-Glaser 
stock company folded suddenly at 
the Victoria theatre in Toronto 
March 14, leaving a number of un- 
paid salaries, besides owing per- 
formers for a week’s work in lieu 


of proper closing notice. 


Rosenthal 





. Freddy and George 
giggles. They run through attempts | wood, local agents, now organizing 
at clowing and vocalizing, but all|4 yaude presentation unit for a tcur 
without the desired results. of the small theatres in the mid- 

In the Burley, Ludow and Chicos! west and northwest. 

the story, the routine direction do 


Going Places 


(Continued from page 46) 


anyone less steadfast than Miss 
Young, and her role itself packs no 
sympathy: Miss Young’s own earn- 
estness and sincerity overcome its 
shallowness, 

While ‘Play Girl’ as a title is en- 
tirely misleading—the heroine is the 
most conventional of young wo- 
men the picture takes in at- 
mospheric locales, vacation camps, 
picnics, hiking, the problems of 
working girls who must look after 
their scanty wardrobes after hours, 
realistic details that give it a cer- 
tain fidelity to life anu therefore 
increase its credibility for women. 
Miss Young, for instance, is a sales- 
woman living on a saleswoman’'s 
wages and so her nightgowns are 
practical, washable garments with- 
out the usual fragile lace, but for 
all the true-to-life touches, she still 
packs her suitcase picture-style: a 
pell-mell flinging together of gar- 
ments which, no matter how great 
@ woman’s emotional strain at the 
time, would be exactingly folded by 
anyone as fastidious in dress and 
coiffure as Miss Young. 





Miriam Hopkins—Alone 

During the course of ‘Dancers in 
the Dark’ (film) only three young 
men’s hearts throb with longing 
for Miriam Hopkins and yet she’s 
a dancehall hostess in an unusu- 
ally thronged ‘ballroom.’ Perhaps 
the explanation for such singular 
lag k of appreciation lies in the pic- 
ture "e title. 

Miss Hopkins is strictly on her 
own in ‘Dancers in the Dark.’ The 
easily anticipated developments of 





nothing for her. She herself must 


crash through, and she does. Lyda 
toberti, too, plays a hostess. The 
camera does not change her, but 


this picture appearance proves how 
wisely she was handled on the 
stage. She registers only once with 
the force that made her a person- 
ality in musical comedy, and that’s 
when she remembers her stage 
mannerisms for the song she’s al- 
fotted, 





Literati 


(Continued from page 53) 
erary invalid now has a broken arm 
to complicate matters for him. 
Seems somebody yanked a chair 
from him, resulting in the fracture. 





Departing Gesture 

Before leaving for the Coast, H. 
N. Swanson, the ‘College Humor’ 
publisher, is understood to have 
put into effect a severe cut in rate 
for story payment. 

Previously, the mag’s rates had 
been comparable with those of the 
national weeklies. 


New British Fan Issue 
Understood in England the new 
Amalgamated Press fan paper, ‘Film 
Pictorial,’ is going well. Edited by 
Charles Winchester, who has bought 





out many paper for A.P., it is al- 
ready shooting over the 200,000 
mark weekly. 

Chatter 


Ray Long back from Redland, 


Dorothy Scarborough going to 
Italy to do her next book. Will 
stay in Florence. 
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RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


‘GIRL CRAZY’ 


With BERT WHEELER— 
BOBBY WOOLSEY—MITZI GREEN 
EDDIE QUILLAN and 


Rockwell Kent to South America. 
Vicki Baum will return next year. 
Mystery story locales’ getting 
nuttier. 
Since the 
of Dambala,’ 
received four 
readers, 
3ruce Barton has 
stained-glass windows. 
Manuel Komroff used to design 


publication of ‘Drums 
H. Bedford-Jones has 
voodoo drums from 


no use for 


books before he took to writing 
them himself. 
Like Pearl Buck, Stella Benson 


also lives in China. 

Abraham Bernstein writes mostly 
| about taxi drivers. 

Tiffany Thayer's new agreement 
with Claude Kendall is for three 
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years, but does not insist on a 
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INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


‘thirteen’ in every one of his book 
titles. 

Gertrude Atherton's autobiog 
the first of the month, 

Helen Bliss will go to Cuba 
material for a novel. 

John V. A. Weaver 
with Knopf but poetry 
& Rinehart. 

~,iterati surpised that a pict 
director could turn out a book 
Richard Boleslavski's ‘Way of 
Lancer.’ 

Grace Hegger Lewis 
Arizona with a second 
completion. Liveright will get 
James Wright Brown on the 
seas. 


out 
for 


places fiction 
with Farrar 


ure 
like 
the 
back fr 
el near 
it. 

high 


nov 


Holt will bring out next month, 
‘The Costume of the Theatre,’ by 
Theodore Komisarjevsky of the 


Russian theatre. 

Why did Ely Culbertson, who has 
his own publishing house, give his 
new book on bridge to Doubleday, 
Doran? 

Trade copy on Gil Gabriel’s forth- 
coming novel refers to him as ‘a 
well known New York columz.’st.’ 
William H. Townsend completing 


the Lincoln biography left unfin- 
ished by William E. Barton at his 
death. Necessitates postponement 
of the bock’s publication. 

Padraic Colum has gone ba7*k to 
Ireland. 


Wilson Vorgrath inscribes books 
to himself, 

In ‘Summer Hotel,’ P. J. 
is still P. J. Wolfson. He 
not Hemingway. 

Louis Bromfield resembles 
ard Arlen, 

Michael Gold has completed his 
book on John Reed, the American 
seriblL] who died in Leningrad and 
is buried in the Kremlin 
Heywood Broun will have a 
published this spring. 

Anna Hempstead Branch reading 


Wolfson 
still 


is 


Rich- 


book 


her poetry around town, 
Ward Greene still here. 
Essandess reports John Cowper 
Powys as living ‘in brooding and 
solitary prandeur.’ Needs some- 


thing like that to turn out a novel 
of over a thousand peges. 


Arthur B. Reeve, who turned to 
literary criticism, is scribbling on 
his own again. 

Mrs. Aben Kandel to the Coast 
to join her husband. The new baby 
and the older baby go along, too. 

Dixie Willson, the short story 


scribbler, has written a book about 
her early life in the circus. 

Nell Shipman, the one time pic- 
ture .ctress, will have another novel 
published sogn, Called ‘Abandoned 
Trails.’ 

The novel on which Arnold Ben- 
nett yas working when he died will 
be published in its unfinished state. 
Twenty years as a scribbler for 
Peter B. Kyne. 


Conventionalities 








(Continued from page 6) 
finale which came with the direct 
charge that Conn had framed a 
fight with another exhib in the con- 
vention hall to get ‘personal pub- 
licity.’ 





Jack Miller blew hotter and 
colder than he has at any previous 
convention. It was ‘bunk’ one day 
and ‘a good convention’ at the close. 
For a time it looked as though 
Jack and Lightman would put on 
the gloves. 





Charlie Pettijohn stayed in his 
room until the banquet. Said Char- 
lie, ‘I never want to get mixed up 
in exhibitor politics.’ 


Senator Davis gave the news- 
rells their greatest plug. He said 
the Sino-Japanese coverage he had 
witnessed in a local theatre was 
worth the entire admission. 

Dave Barrist and the Philadel- 
phia mob came in like lions and 
went out quieted down. They de- 
clared the Allied convention was 


bigger, and were continuing along 
such lines when Lightman burned 
up again. 

On the final day they left, evi- 
dently impressed that the MPTOA 
means business. 





Brothers Over the Soup 

The banquet got too big for the 
convention committee and the hotel. 
Instead of sitting 10 at a table the 
hotel placed eight. To make mat- 
ters better congressmen and sena- 
tors sat where they pleased. First 
spot taken was the table desig- 
nated for the press. Then the press 
had to find itself. Hardie Meakin 
had rounded up 24 acts for the 
show. Conrad Nagel and other 
speakers got eloquent and Hardie 
had to let 12 of the acts go home. 

At that, it was the first time the 
average exhibitor has had a chance 
to rub elbows with statesmen. Most 
of them sounded the same over the 
soup 


























John Halliday, ‘ 


of Paradise,’ Radio. 

Adrianne Allen, ‘Merrily We Go 
to Hell,’ Par. 

Florence Roberts, ‘Westward Pas- 
sage,’ Radio. 

David Manners, Maude Eburne, 
‘Competition,’ WB. 

Marjorie Gateson, Walter Byron, 
‘Society Girl,’ Fox. 

Sidney Toler, Harry Woods, ‘Ra- 
dio Patrol,’ U. 

Eric Linden, Joan Blondel, ‘New 
York Town,’ WB. 

Harry O. Hoyt, scenarizing ‘Lost 


Special,’ serial, U. 
tay Cooke is at Sennett’s on loan 
from C, C. Burr. 


George Bar bier Frances Dee, 
‘Countess of Aubur n,’ Par. 
Zasu Pitts, Gregory Ratoff, ‘Roar 


of the Dragon,’ Radio. 
Arnold Gray, ‘Bird 
Radio (Charles Beyer agency). 
Zion Myers and Ralph Murphy 
to co-direct ‘Hell Bent for Election,’ 
Radio. 

Dorothy Peterson, 
way, Murray Kinnell, 
der, ‘Criminal Court,’ Col. 
Ann Brody, Monte Carter, 
ace McCoy and Thelma Todd, 
God Smiled,’ Bryan Foy. 
Dale Fuller, Ethel Wales, 


of Paradise,’ 


Donald Dillo- 
Tod Alexan- 


Hor- 
‘And 


retakes 





nes 
and Los Angeles 
“Varlety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bldg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 
Assignments ‘Trial of Vivian Ware,’ Fox (placed 
The following assignments were] ”Y Grant Dolge agency). 
made at coast studios last week: we. k it Mt some Ace and Geng 
> ersho tnandy, airected by 
a ane 1- ” . o . © - Sen- ry 
Franklyn Pangborn, Mack Sen Christy Cabanne, John Clein proe 
nett short. ; duction. 
ve . rigele c r *.% - 
. Rober a Warwick, Old Dark Litigations 
ouse, . : 
: Assignee for Frederic March j; 
$< > ‘ Al } wish’, : - - - 1s 
Lillian Bond, ‘Man About Town, suing for $500 worth of notes sieneg 
Fox. by John V. Searles and endorsed by 
Charles Butterworth, ‘Love Me| William Anthony McGuire last Sep. 
Tonight,’ Par. tember, 
Gloria Shea, ‘Week End Mar- National Players, Ltd., is suing 
riage,’ WB. Bill Cody for $500 allegedly ad. 
Slim Summerville, ‘Come On Ma-| vanced to him two years ago by Big 
rines,’ Par. Four Film Corporation for Na-« 
June Clyde, Gloria Stuart, ‘Back /tional’s use. 
Street,’ U. Eas s a ae 
. fastman Kodak Stores . § 
Irene Purcell, Bird > tores, Inc., at 


law over $1,331 in trade acceptances 
taken by Cinema Mercantile So. six 
years ago. 

Patrick 
sal 


irney’s pay at 
received a num! 
ters in a suit against hi 
Claim is for services 
pathic physician. 
Hollywood Sound Equipment Co.,, 


Ke: Univers 
Scr OL D 
m for $5 


by an 


has ase 


689, 
osteo- 


Ltd., is suing Harry Garson for 
$4,200. Amount allegedly due last 
July for merchandise sold. 


Industrial Accident 
decided O. W. Segner, 
was entitled to $4,311 
received working for 
Studios. 


Commission 
electrician, 
for injuries 
First National 
About half had been paid 


and the New York Indemnity Co. 
was ordered to give Segner $2,148 
more. Amount was figured as 207 
weeks at $20.83. 

Attempt to recover $3,021 in- 
vested in Thomas Productions, Ltd 
Richard Thomas), is being made 
by S. Ramirez. Suit claims he 
bought in on the promise that the 


company would build a studio and 
be in production within six months, 
and would put out 800 projection 
machines. Company was also sup- 
posed to form a $3,000,000 hoiding 
corporation and retain 51% interest, 


> 





Show Revivals 


(Continued from page 31) 

with ‘Hot-Cha’ doubtful 
but not indicating it will be any- 
thing but a meek hit, if at all 

13 Hits in °30-'31 

Average was better the previous 
season, 13 hits occuring that year 
as against 12 failures in the musical 
division. Out of 154 shows that 
season getting New York runs, a 
total of 104 flivved, including the 
dozen musicals. The successful 13, 
ranking as hits, were among 50 
making the grade, indicating the 
small percentage of musicals both 
produced and winning out, as 
against straight plays. About the 
same percentage would figure for 
previous seasons, making it almost 
necessary to go into the archives if 
a condensed musical policy for film 
palaces is to endure long on law 
of supply alone. 

In view of this drawback, it may 
be that picture houses would vary 
policies, playing a shortened musical 


Furious,’ 


every other week for greater dis- 
tance. Publix might do that, it is 


hinted. Prohibitive rights costs as 
against supposed value of material 
is likely to also figure in restricting 
supply. 

Prior to opening Friday (18) of 
‘Three's a Crowd’ at the Paramount, 
New York, the Publix circuit was 
a little amazed at the advance pub- 
licity given its new stage experi- 
ment, although no greater than the 
usual effort was made to get it. 

Thus far Publix has not booked 
any other musical shows in short- 
ened form for either the New York 
or Brooklyn Paramounts, but sev- 
eral are under consideration. It will 
wait until it has studied the results 
of its first, currently at the Broad- 
way house. 

Other circuits, including Loew, 
and Fox-West Coast, in addition to 

Zalaban & Katz in Chicago, have 
played condensed musicals and are 
watching developments, 

-sny move by picture chains tow- 
ard important use of abbreviated 
musical shows would have a nat- 
ural tendency among legit produ- 
eers to increase musical-staging 
activities and with the picture out- 
let in mind, it is believed. 

3 So Far 

Legit musicals 
for the vaudevillk 
atres thus far are 
Gregory Ratoff, and ‘Follow Thru,’ 
by Joe DeMilt and Anatole 


Fried- 
land, and the above mentioned 


revived tabs 
and picture 


‘Girl Crazy,’ by 


as 





‘Three’s a Crowd,’ condensed for 
picture houses by its original pro- 
ducer, Max Gordon. ‘Follow Thruw’ 
opened Friday (18) for Publix in 
New Haven. 

Musicals that have been mene 
tioned for revival in tab form to 


date are ‘Desert Song,’ ‘New Moon,’ 
‘Good News,’ ‘Greenwich Village 
Follies,’ ‘Flying High,’ ‘Queen High,’ 
‘Connecticut Yankee’ and ‘50,000,000 
Frenchmen,’ DeMilt and Friedland 
have started casting ‘Frenchmen’ as 
a follow-up to their ‘Follow Thru.’ 

Publix has an option on the tab 
version of ‘Three's a Crowd’ for six 


Par date beginning Friday (25). Ine 
dications yesterday (Monday) were 
that the circuit would exercise. 
P.-P.’s option on the show expires 
this Wednesd:y (23). 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk, 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


. LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 








Harrison Leicester 
Hayes T J 


Herbert Frank 


Arville Dorothy 


Byrne Barbara 
Burns Paul 

Marcus M M 
Carroll Jean Mellinger Artie 
Cole Lester 
Schobel Elmer 
Fleischman Mrs M | Silver Ida 
Forbes Eddie 
Terry F 
Grant Billy 
Willson Henry 


CHICAGO OFFICE 





Black John S 
Gilbert Bert 
Clayton Dolores M ome 
Ohlmeyer Charlies 
Edwards David Keeler & Dunsen 










additional weeks after the Brooklyn | 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 

















The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory that 
makes any set of Ree 

made by hand 


Guerrini & Co. 


AT If, 








the- | 





277-279 Columbus Avé. 
San Francisco, Cal. 





\ THE STANDARD 





ENCRVING CO? 
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Tuesday, March 22, 1932 


BURLESQUE — OUTDOORS 


ies. 





}ARIETY 63 
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CHAUNCEY OLCOTT 























) Chauncey Olcott, 71, died March 
18 in his villa in Monte Carlo of 
pernicious anemia, His body will 

————- be brought to this country for in- 

1. terment. : 
vaced Born in Buffalo, he made his pro- 
Gens fessional debut at the Union Square 
= theatre, New York, in 1886, and 

proe scored a decided success in light 
operatic roles before turning his 
attention to the type of Irish ro- 

h ig mantic plays with which his name 

igned is chiefly associated. This followed 

~d by the retirement of W. J. Scanlan, 

Seps who left him a comparatively clear 
field. He popularized ‘My Wild 

suing Irish Rose’ and ‘Mother Machree.’ 

ad- Following his retirement he made 

y Big his home chiefly at his country 

Nas place near Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
until advancing age made removal 

> at to the Riviera desirable through 

ape the winter months. He was first 

— married to Cora E. James, whom he 

, divorced four years later, and then 

bap to Margaret O’Donovan, who sur- 

cr vives him. They adopted Jeanette 
aes Clirico, changing her name to Janet 
Oleott, but had no children of their 

Co. own. 

for ae 

last MRS. MAY BELLE MARKS 

. Early star of the legitimate stage, 
oe Mrs. May Belle Marks, wife of R. 
acted W. Marks, originator of the Marks 
ional Bros. shows, died in the Toronto 
paid General hospital March 17. 

Co. Born in New York 60 years ago, 
2,148 she received her early theatrical 
; 207 training with the late Theodore 

Roberts in the Fifth Avenue the- 
atre. She came to Canada 37 years 
in- ago, joining the R. W. Marks com- 

Ltd. pany and marrying the producer 
nese three years later. Leading lady in 

one her own theatrical company, she 
and traveled all over the United States 
iths, and Canada for 34 years. 

‘tion Retiring to the Marks’ home- 

sup- stead at Christie Lake a few years 

ding ago, Mrs. Marks come to Toronto 
at last November, and was negotiat- 

— ing with Toronto agents for the 
presentation of a series of radio 

for dramas when sickness prevented 
pros carrying out her plans. 

‘hru’ Surviving are her husband, two 

x in sons, Robert J. and George W., and 
a daughter, Mrs. M. Crandall. 

nene po 

a to LAWRENCE R. CROOK 

bon, Lawrence R, Crook, 54, president 

lage and general manager of National 

yr Theatre Syndicate, died suddenly at 

oe his Sausalito, Cal., home, March 16. 

. Death ascribed to heart failure. 
Be, Deceased operated theatres on the 
tab coast for a number of years, or- 
> aia ganizing the original T. & D. Jr. 
Som circuit along with Turner and 
Sea Dahnken. When West Coast 
went stepped in, Crook formed his Na- 
clea: tional syndicaté. Survived by the 
vires widow, two sisters and a brother. 
al HARRY McKELVEY 

‘Harry McKelvey, 45, Chicago 

night club owner, shot and killed 

himself in that city March 17. 

Financial difficulties and _ illness 

or were belived to have been the 
oT causes. 

McKelvey had been around Chi- 

Cago many years, starting as a 

+ head waiter. He was at one time 

eis in the old Moulin Rouge while Bill 
Rothstein had it. Widow and two 
children survive. 

» ROBERT CARROLL 

Robert Carroll, 65, former per- 

former, died in Chicago on March 19 

of heart disease and other compli- 

Cations. Carroll, whose right name 

was Dudley Anderson, had been in 

Several vaude turns, one of the best 

known being Carroll and Gardner. 

He Specialized in blackface comedy. 

les One of his legit appearances was 

— in Eddie Foy's ‘Robinson Crusoe.’ 

Widow and married daughter sur- 

” Vive. Burial at Woodlawn, Chicago. 

ty CHARLES WARREN 

e Charles Warren, vaudeville and 
music man, died recently at his 
home in England. 

Warren, an American, represented 
the firm of Witmark & Sons, pub- 

— lishers, in London for over 25 years 

ae rea ee become affiliated with the 

ishing company of B. Feldman 

N & Co. Earlier, he was of the vaude 

States team of Fish and Warren. 





James pee H. CURTIN _ 
sn Henry Curtin, 73, died at 
“some in Maplewood, N. J., March 
as, after a long illness. 

oe urtin had been manager of the 
% — and Empire theatres, Brook- 
. — of the London theatre on the 
5» ‘“Wery, and previous to that had 














OBITUARY 


managed the Olympic theatre in 
Harlem. 

He is survived by the widow, a 
daughter, and a brother. 


ALEXANDER MACHIDON 

Alexander Machidon, 44, member 
of the Haas Bros., acrobatic act, 
died March 12 in Auburn, N. Y., of 
a fractured skull sustained in a 
14-foot fall from horizontal bar to 
the stage. Act was playing the 
Auburn theatre at the time. 

Widow, Princess Whitecloud, In- 
dian songstress, from whom Machi- 
don was separated, and a brother, 
Nicholas Machidon, alsc an acro- 
bat, survive. 


FANNIE F. JACOBSON 

Fannie (Fish) Jacobson, 24, for- 
mer vaude violinist, died at her 
home in Omaha, March 13, from 
complications following a rare 
blood disease. Prior to her mar- 
riage Mrs. Jacobson, as Fannie 
Fish, was in vaude. Her husband, 
father, a sister and brother survive. 

THEODORE CHESTER 

Theodore Chester, 59, for 31 years 
a circus clown, died at his home in 
Richmond, Ind., of heart disease 
last week. He had made three trips 
around the world but retired 11 
years ago. 

Was once make-up man at Pas- 
tor’s theatre. His wife survives. 

GERHARDT HASSE 

Gerhardt Hasse, 31, died in In- 
dianapolis while practising in a 
gZzymnasium. Fractured his neck in 
a seven-foot fall from a horizontal 
bar. 

Had been a gymnast but had left 
the stage. 


CHARLES E. GANO 

Charles E: Gano, 65, veteran min- 
strel, died in Springfield, O., March 
14, following a brief illness. 

Had been comedian with Co- 
burn’s, Vogel and Deming’s and A] 
G. Fields minstrels and had done a 
single in vaudeville. Interment at 
Marion, O. 


ROBERT E. JOHNSTONE 

Robert E. Johnstone, 65, concert 
agent, died in New York March 14, 
after an illness of nearly two years. 
In his younger days Jchnstone was 
one of the foremost concert agents. 

He is survived by the widow and 
two sisters. 

H.C. CLEMENS 

Hiarry Cameron Clemens, 67, for- 
mer actor, died in Edgewood, R. L., 
March 20. Well known player in the 
90s in Lathrop, Castle Square and 
Proctor stock cos. Interment at 
Yarmouth, Me. 


Father, 81, of Douglas MacLean, 
died in Hollywood March 19 after a 
year’s illness. Rev. C. C. MacLean 
had served more than half a cen- 
tury in the M, E. ministry before 
retiring. 

Survived by the widow, son and 
daughter. 





Ludwig E. Manoly, 77, who for 50 
years played the double bass in the 
N. ¥. Philharmonic, died of pneu- 
monia March 16, in New York. Sur- 
vived by a wife and four sons. 


William M. Mesagher, formerly 
stage manager at various Boston 
theatres, died at his home in Somer- 
ville, Mass. 





Sister, 60, of the late Thos. A. 
Wise, Mrs. Adelaide Wise Brown, 
died in Denver recently. 


of Robert Milasch, 
died in New York 


Mother, 91, 
film actor, 
March 14. 


Sunday Doubles 
Los Angeles, March 21. 
RKO Hill Street, vaudfilm, aver- 
aging about 4,000 paid admissions 


Sunday for the past two 
sold 8,600 tickets yesterday 


every 
years, 
(20). 

Result is credited to new 
scale of 25 cents to 6 p. m. 
cents thereafter. 


cheap 
and 40 





Lewton’s Second 
Val Lewton has contracted with 
Vanguard to do his second novel for 
that publisher. It is tentatively 
titled ‘Bishop's Estate’ and will be 
on the stands early in the fall. 


A press agent with Metro in New | 
Bed | 


York, Lewton’'s first novel, ‘No 


of Roses,’ is in its fifth printing. 


Doyle 4 
Jack Frost 
Lois & Tudy 
Accordion 6 
Sunkist Ens 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (26) 
‘All at Sea’ [ 
Ben Bari 
Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Raymon 
June Worth 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (23) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ I 
‘Pat’ West 
Lee, Port & Dottie 
Pablo 
Elmer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (26) 
‘Black & White’ I] 
Geo D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie Le Flohic 
Mariealice Head 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (24) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy 
Josephine 
Cachalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
La Marr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marion & Katha'ne 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (23) 
‘R'sody in R'thm’ L 
Betty Fraser 
Anthony & Rogers 
Johnny Bryant 
Billy Gray 
Crawford & Caskey 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (24) 
‘Clean-up’ I 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, Sylvia & R’ 
Sunkist Ens 
SHREVEPORT 
Strand 
Ist half (26-29) 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 


Se > 


Bilis Next Week 


(Continued from page 38) 





Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE 
Fox 
Ist half (25-27) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Roy Bradley 
Steve Savage 
Danny Beck 
Anna Chang 
Cons'lo Gonzales 
Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 
Julian Hall 
E Judy & 
SPR’GE'LD, 
Fox Poli 
‘Tintypes’ I 
Pressiar & Klaiss 
Christy & Nataro 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (26) 
‘Swiss Movements’ 
Lucky Boys 
Billy Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Wilfrid Du 
Bert Prival 
Jos Pope Jones 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (26) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
Earl La Vere 
Tom McAuliffe 
5 De Cardos 
Freda Sullivan 
Torney Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (24) 
‘Marches Militaires’ 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (26) 
‘Stars of Y’t’y’ I 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 
Hi Tom Ward 
Tom Kelly 
Rice & Cady 
Cho Cho 
Freddie Ford 
Harrison Co 
Alexander & Eve'n 
WORCESTER 
Palace (26) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 


Ch’ 
MASS. 
(26) 


Bois 





Sunkist Ens 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 

Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barsoni 


Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Inn 


Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Baby Cox 

Giennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 

Lew Dolgoff 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Old Vienna 
Florie Hutchison 
6 Prater Singers 
Ilelen Polka Co 
Al Belasco 
Bela Loblov Orch 

Paramount Grill 
Dan Healy 
Peppino & Rhoda 
Aida Ward 
Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Wells M’rd'cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 


Jimmy Baskette 
Robby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 


Ambassadeur 
Fred Vallena 
Helene Ward 
Laura Lee 
Kathleen Phillip 
Frances Marion 
Clarice 
Al Handler Orch 


Cafe De Alex 


Marie Alaverez 
De La Vega Sis 


Henrico Clarisi 
Don Lius 
Sam Guaraniello 


Senor Garcia Ur« 


Club Alabam 
Abbott 








‘ 

j Adele 

| Frank Furlett Orch 
| Clieb Dixie 
{ 


ean La Rae 
tty Wahl 

+* Le Rov 
farge Manning 








NEW YORK CITY 


3 Little Words 
3 Sepia Songbirds 
3 Rhythm Kinge 


Cotton Club 


Blue Rhythm Boys 
Leitha Hill 
Hartmanns 
Dorothy Crowley 
Al White 

H’llyw’d Restaur't 


Doris Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 
Folies Bergere G'ls 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 


Nut Club 


La Belle Rose 

Eton Boys 

Nutsy Fagan 
Rainbow Inn 


Chris Pender 
Millard & Anita 
Diana Deering 
Bobby De Fay 
Mildred Jay 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanova 
Gregory Grestrow 
Irene Kuloff 


Show Place 


Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 

Val Vesto 

Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 


Village Barn 


Reilly & Comfort 
Josh Medders 
Danny Drayson 
Lew Beck 

Chic Kennedy 
Bashful Hank 
Texas Redheads 
Helen Manning 
Dave Abrams Orch 


CHICAGO 


Jimmy Noone Orch 
Club Nocturne 
Edna Mae Morris 
4 Stepping Sis 
Meyers & Wagner 
Germaine LaPierre 
Eddie Making Or 
College Inn 
LaFayette & LaV 
3 Lightning Fl'shes 
Elita Sis 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimes 
Marjorie Tait 
Natalie & Howard 
Francine Lee 
Jerry Ellman 
Alvira Morton 
Lobby Danders 
Jimmy Meo Orch 
Congress Hotel 
Mildred & Mrytle 
Margariet Libbe 
Sanna & Thomas 
Leroy & Margurit 
HRennee & Santone 
Jack Stanley Orch 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Lillian Barnes 


Only 3 Chi Burlies as 
Loop-End Sets to Fade 


Chicago, March 21. 
Loop-End burlesque theatre here 
has delivered notices to the stage- 
hands, musicians and operators, and 
according to Aaron Jones, Sr., the 
burlycue spot will fold in two weeks 
unless the unions come through with 
reductions. If closed, the theatre 
will stay dark until Sept. 1. 
Loop-End, formerly the Riatto, 
switched back to burlesque about 
two months a flabby 
tempt at Folding of 
the this town 
with burlesque 
Academy, Haymarket and 
Congress. Last month there 


; Seven. 


ago after at- 
vaude revival. 
Loop-End will 


three 


leave 
only spots, 
State- 


were 


BURLY’S TOP 
FOR SEASONS 


Ew 


By far the top figure paid in bure 
lesque in many seasons is the $1,590 
|guarantee, plus percentage, which 
| Marion ‘Kiki’ Roberts is getting as 
an added attraction to the shows 
in Columbia wheel houses, Ann 
Corio’s $500, which wheel 
stands couldn’t pay, is nearest 


several 
the 





Kane Bros. Burlesk 
Stranded by Fire in 
Col., Now Doing Okay 


Columbus, March 21. 


Kane Brothers burlesque troupe 
left penniless when the Lyceum 
theatre was destroyed by fire a week 


ago Sunday (12), recouped hur- 


riedly and opened three days later 


at the Columbus auditorium, seat- 
ing more than 4,000. Half the 
seats were placed on sale at 25c 
balance at 10c. 

Troupe played to 1,500 opening 


night and biz is far above average 


since, despite bad acccustics and 
lack of costumes and sets which 
were destroyed in the blaze. All 


are on co-op basis, with musicians 
and stagehands on the inside and 
all taking their split. 

Owners of Lyceum theatre prop- 
erty, oldest major house in the city, 
have decided to rebuild and put up 
another theatre, but haven't said 
when. Loss by fire well above $100,- 
000. 





Modern 10-20-30 


~os Angeles, March 21, 
The Burbank Main Street thea- 
tre, burlesque house, opened Satur- 
day (19) with a feature picture, 
newsreel and a negro musical troupe 
of 40 entertainers on stage. 
Scaled at 10-20-30. 


CLEVELAND STOCK 
Cleveland, March 21. 

Stock burlesque, with Allan Gil- 
bert as producer, was opened at 
the Cameo March 20 by Dick Zies- 
ler. Local promoters went into the 
red with wheel shows. 

‘Charlie Fagan, Joe Derita, Art 
Lloyd are the comedy leads, with 
Al Baker, Carl Simmons, Beaulah 
Hayes, Eleanor Johnson,’ Elsie 
Craig, Peggy Neal, Evelyn Derita 
and chorus of 20. 





WLS 


‘Barn Dance’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


the mike as was the case at the 
studio proper. 

Deals have already been set with 
the musicians and stagehands, the 
show being tagged with the regular 
concert set-up of three stagehands, 
while Jimmy Petrillo is sending 10 
additional men on for the musicians’ 
union. Rate for the theatre is be- 
ing engineered on a percentage of 
the gross basis. 

Station, which started the notion 
last Saturday (19), is charging the 
customers at the tariff of 50c. for 
the adults and for the kids. 
Other stations are carefully follow- 
ing the gross figures for this ven- 
ture, and are pondering the chances 
of themselves crashing into the the- 
atre biz on their own if the WLS 
attempt at theatre-operation proves 
a winner. 


25¢c. 





Dancers 
Rhoumje 


Rodion 
Gypsy 


Rubaiyat 


Dottie Dale 


Pauline Belleau Bernice St John 
Ted Cook Orch Madge Keefer 
® : Phill Vallant 
Kentucky Club Walter Hastings 
Ear) Rickard Eddie South Orch 
Lulu Bates Terrace Garden 


Florrie O'Day 

Patsy & Mickey 

Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Pair 


Iris Monohan 

3 Burke Sis 
Jimmy Garrigan Or 
Paramount Club 
John Steel 








Hazel & Klatoff 
Gladys: Mintz Irene Faery 
Billy Carr . Cele Davis 
Sid Lang Orch Mary Stone 
Joe Lewis 
Pla-Mor | Leo Wolf Orch 
Julia Lyons . . 
| ol ©’ Keefe Winter Garden 
Ercelle Sis Charley Crafts 
Muriel Parker Clifford & Wayne 
| <7 velle Sis Helen Wehrie 
Rose & Ray Lyte Lorraine Tumler 
| Ray Reynolds Bobbie Cook 
| Ches Pierre 4 Abbott Dancers 
Paul Specht Orch ! Gus Arnheim Orch 


}approach to Miss Robert's sum, 
| Miss Roberts is doing straight 
|dancing in the Columbia houses, 
| being the only featured woman, 
) outside of a few prima donnas, on 
j}the wheel who doesn’t strip. She's 
}in Philadelphia now with Baltimore 
,to follow. New York, Newark and 
| Washington have been played so far 
by ‘Kiki.’ 


7 
Local Taleni for Fairs 
Springfield, Mass., March 21. 
Use of local talent in entertaine 
ment attractions at country fairs 
| was suggested at a meeting of 
| representatives of 12 fairs here last 
week. 
Those at the meeting agreed that 
midways with carnival features 
have no place in the smaller fairs. 





Club Performers’ Ass’n 
Looking at Burlesque 


Chicago, March 21, 

Local club artists organization, 
CAPA, is ready to go into the bur- 
lesque field according to present 
indications. Feeling is that bur- 
lesque performers need some sort 
of financial protection locally, as 
the result of the large number of 
burlesque foldups which left the 
players holding the salary bag. 

If CAPA goes through with this 
plan, likely that future burleycue 
stock operators will be required to 
post a salary bond for the per- 
formers. Felt that the burlesque 
field is ripe for code of salary pro- 
tection for performers and even a 
minimum scale, all of which has 
been lacking locally ever. since 
Equity last year completely washed 
its hands of any stock burlesque 
jurisdiction, 


Neb. State F ois Cate 


Lincoln, Neb., March 21. 

State Fair board awarded the 1932 
grandstand shew to the Barnes- 
Carruthers Co. It was announced 
this year’s grandstand show would 
cost $5,000 less than last. 

The Beckman-Gerety carnival was 
again awarded the midway. Fire- 
works, formerly the feature of the 
night show omitted. 








Barnes Opens March 27 
Los Angeles, March 21, 
Barnes circus opens its season at 
the winter quarters in Baldwin Park 
March 27, coming into Los Angeles 
two weeks later for a seven-day 
stay. Outfit will play the Beverly 
Hills lot two days following L. A. 
Buster Cronin continues as man- 
ager with Robert Thornton eques- 
trian director, 





—_—- 


Parks H-W P. A. 
Chicago, March 21, 
New publicity setup for the 


Hager.bach-Wallace show brings O. 
O. Parks as press head, replacing 
Willie Wilkins. 

Parks has formerly been best 
known as press agent for the ‘101 
tanch.’ 


Columbia Wheel 
Week of March 21 


Events—Empire, Newark 
Dainty Dolls—Gayety, Baltimore. 
Hello Good Times—Route No. 1, 
Jersey Belles—Hudson, Union City. 
Night Hawks—Lyric, Bridgeport. 
Step On It—Gayety, Washington. 
Tempters—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 


CARNIVALS 


(For week March 21-26) 
Barker: Humbolt, Tenn, 
Crafts: San Diego, Cal. 
Happyland: Detroit, Mich. 
Mad Cody Fleming: Providence 
Page: Johnson City, Tenn. 
Tidewell: Sweetwater, Tex. 

Pickens, S. C 
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Burlesque 











Al G. Barnes 
March 28 Santa Mor 1 Cal 29, 
| Long Beach; 39, Pasadena Rivere 
| ! April i, Santa Ana; 2-3, San 
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RKO Srupi10s INc. 


780 GOWER STREET,LOS ANGELES. CALIF 











March 19, 1932. 





Vr. John Balaban, 
Paramomt Building, REG U.S WPAT OFF 


New York City. 
Dear Mr, Balaban: 


Just a few words of my deep appreciation of the break you | 
gave me by booking my company of George Gershwin's ‘Girl Crazy' 
with Frances Upton and Bert Gordon at the Oriental Theatre, 
Chicago, December 18th, 1931. 


This booking created new history in show business, as we 
broke, or nearly broke, house records for you in succeeding dates | 
at the Tivoli, Uptown, and Paradise in Chicago, and also in your | 
theatres in Toledo, Detroit and Buffalo. As we have one more eo 
week to play for you at the Metropolitan, Boston, week of March 
25th, before switching to the Loew Circuit for ll weeks, beginn- 
ing April ist, at the Paradise Theatre, New York City, I want 
to tell you on behalf of my company and myself how happy we were 
to be associated with you. 


The success of 'Girl Crazy' in your houses made it possible 
for me to organize a special coast company,with Ginger Rogers in 
her original part, opening for two weeks on March 3lst at the 
Pantages Theatre, Hollywood, to be followed by ten more weeks on 
the Pacific coast. Incidentally, this coast company is being 
booked by Rodney Pantages. 





Please remember me most kindly to Mr. Walter Immerman, and 
my good friend Louis R. Lipstone. They helped put me over for 
you at the Oriental. 

Every best wish 


Sincerely 











Gurgey Retell 


P.S. 





While the show is playing, I am busy in Hollywood making 
pictures for RKO. Have just finished ‘Symphony Of Six Millions’, 
and will start on 'The Roar Of The Dragon', and ‘Truth About 
Hollywood' soon. 
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